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part of

a national trend

With incidents of opioid overdoses
and unintended consumption

of cannabis occurring over the
past few months, the school
administration is focusing on
finding help for students in need

By Virginia Ray

The Commons

BRATTLEBORO—
Brattleboro Union High School
continues to grapple with what
has become a national con-
cern: drugs in school, especially
post-pandemic.

On Dec. 22, Interim Principal
Cassie Damkoehler confirmed
that on the previous day, “two,
possibly three” students visited
the health office at the school
“complaining of some odd symp-
toms that came on suddenly.”

“The students were unaware
of any reason they would be ex-
periencing these sorts of things,”

Damkoehler said in an immedi-
ate message to staff members and
parents.

She later told The Commons
there may have been other stu-
dents with similar symptoms
who did not report them and
confirmed that two students were
taken to the hospital by their
parents.

Toxicology testing determined
that the students had THC in
their systems.

THC, or tetrahydrocannabi-
nol, is the major psychoactive
component of, and one of 113
compounds recognized in, the
cannabis plant. (A synthetic

B SEE DRUG TREND, A4

Holton Home
gets new life
as cohousing

This winter, the defunct assisted-
living facility will begin serving
traveling health-care workers

for the Brattleboro Retreat

By Virginia Ray

The Commons

BRATTLEBORO—Closed in
May 2022 after pandemic condi-
tions resulted in a shortage of
money and qualified nursing staff
to run it, former assisted living fa-
cility Holton Home is now being
transformed into housing for trav-
eling health care workers.

The new incarnation of this
historic building at 158 Western
Ave. is a result of a collaboration
among M&S Development, which
is adapting the structure; Garden
Path Elder Living, its owner; and
the Brattleboro Retreat, whose
temporary staff can find housing
there in an almost-impossible
rental market.

“Qur intention is to sup-
port the Retreat as it increases
its staffing levels while helping
Garden Path rebuild its finances
to pre-pandemic levels,” says Bob
Stevens, president and principal
of M&S Development.

“Because Holton Home will
cater specifically to traveling
health care professionals, this will
hopefully help the community by
freeing up local apartments for
long-term rentals,” he says.

As described on the firm’s
website (msdevelopmentlic.com),
MA&S has been helping commu-
nities “find local solutions to ad-
vance complex, multi-faceted
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projects with profound social and
economic impacts” since 2014.
The company holds a 10-year
lease to retrofit and manage the
building, and the Retreat has
signed a memorandum of under-
standing to lease all 35 units for
traveling nurses and doctors who
need housing for a minimum of
three months.
In turn, the health care provid-
ers will pay rent to the Retreat.
The term “traveling nurse”
is employed when medical in-
stitutions hire medical workers
from afar who are often paid a
B SEE HOLTON HOME, A5

grapple with FLOOD RISK

From Vermont to Montana, efforts are

underway to protect residents 1n the most

RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS
In the aftermath of Tropical Storm Irene, flood-damaged trailers await removal at Glen Park in West
Brattleboro in 2011.

flood-vulnerable locations — hke Tri-Park in
Brattleboro — without sacrificing affordability

By Sarah Amandolare
Nexus Media News

harlotte Bishop was
standing at her kitchen
window in January 2019
when she saw water
streaming into her yard. A block
of ice had clogged the brook that
snakes around the mobile home
park where she and her husband

Rollin live.

Bishop grabbed her keys
and rushed outside to move
their cars to higher ground.
Within minutes, she was wad-
ing through knee-high water.

Bishop lives in Tri-Park
Cooperative in Brattleboro,
Vermont’s largest and oldest res-
ident-owned mobile home com-
munity. The co-op represents

a crucial source of affordable
housing for about 1,000 resi-
dents, but many of its lots are
vulnerable to flooding. Bishop
said her property has flooded
about five times since the early
2000s, and while their home
has been spared thus far, she
still worries.

“I get paranoid, because I
don’t want to lose everything,”

RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/COMMONS FILE PHOTO

In the aftermath of Tropical Storm Irene, volunteers drag debris to a dumpster
at Glen Park, part of the Tri-Park Cooperative, in 2011.

she said.

Ice jams are not uncommon
in Vermont, but the heavier
rains and earlier winter thaws
— both related to climate change
— will likely cause more flood-
ing in communities near rivers
and streams.

Now, the Bishops have the op-
tion to move to higher ground.

In partnership with the town
of Brattleboro, the co-op has
organized a $7.9 million effort
to relocate 26 homes out of the
flood zone and into new mo-
bile homes in safer locations
within the park. Residents’ out-
of-pocket mortgage expenses
won’t change, according to the
development firm working on
the project.

The price of
affordable housing
More than 20 million
Americans live in manufac-
tured housing — also known as
mobile homes — which costs
about half as much per square
foot as traditional homes. Like
Tri-Park Cooperative, they’re
often on the outskirts of town,
B SEE MOBILE HOMES, A4

A crash course at ‘when-Mom-dies school’

Susan MacNeil’s new memoir is
part love letter, part cautionary tale,
and part instructional manual

Susan MacNeil, left, and her mother, Jean, during a
visit to Gillette Castle in Connecticut.

By Robert E Smith

The Commons

BELLOWS FALLS—A lit-
tle over a year ago, when her
mother, Jean Brady, was a patient
at Hartford (Conn.) Hospital,
Susan MacNeil got the call.

Brady was 94, in declining
health, and her hearing had be-
come seriously diminished.

The call was not unexpected,
but it’s one you never are really
prepared for.

“I think this is it — I’m dy-
ing,” Brady told her daughter in
Bellows Falls.

In the hospital, where they
talked every day, Brady had been
in intensive care, where instant
access to amplified phones made

daily communication doable.
But her mother had just been
moved to the cardio unit, and
the amplified phone had not been
moved with her. There wasn’t one
available.

For the next 18 minutes,
while her mother died, MacNeil
screamed into her cell phone, try-
ing to make sure her mother knew
how much she loved her.

Brady passed, with her daugh-
ter never knowing what her
mother could hear in those last
minutes of her life. It was trau-
matic for both of them, to say
the least.

That happened on Jan. 26,
2022. MacNeil spent the rest of
the year writing a memoir, 18
Minutes: A Daughter’s Primer on

Life and Death.

The book is more than a trib-
ute to her mother. It is also a book
full of wisdom about living, about
experiencing inevitable loss, and
about trying to do both as well as
possible, as well as how to handle
it when we occasionally fail.

“I started writing it just to
process my grief,” MacNeil said.
“That last 18 minutes when she
couldn’t hear me, I’ve tried to
process it.”

It’s also a heads up for hospi-
tals, nursing homes, and hospice.
When a family member or friend
is dying, it can be incredibly im-
portant to say goodbye, to say
“I love you,” or to hold a hand.
There are some simple ways to

B SEE ‘18 MINUTES’, A3

PAID ADVERTISING °* 70 place your ad, call 888=511=5150 or email ads@commonsnews.oxg

603-762-3433

durlingcleaning.com

THE SHOE TREE
Main St. Brattleboro

Must be social media savvy

Resume:
Jennifer@drinksonmecoasters.com

and climbers
Shop in store or online
Cotton Mill, Brattleboro
buddysapetsstore.com

GOUIN SERVICES
802-257-1800
500 Guilford Street

Gallery in the Woods
145 Main St. Brattleboro
802-257-4777
galleryinthewoods.com

GOT ICE? SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER | | Buddy's A Pet’s Store VT STATE Recycled YOUR AD Just Cause
DRYER VENT! | 1czgyg anp | | Foriimetedte. | | “warm & cozy | | INSPECTIONS | | metal animals| | couLp BE Brattiobo
CLEANING | | NeXGRIP BOOTS| | Locat company maiing | |, Winter Sale | | Mo appt. needed | | jn stock ., Drattleboro
Installation & Repair | | 7y THE RESCUE!| | Lo napkins, coasters | | 2% 2T R Jouses | ) Tei0 e Noon-1 HERE you know of someone

802-246-6397
ads@commonsnews.org
Space is limited

who has been no-cause
evicted please email
jcebrattleboro@
gmail.com




A2

NEWS

THE COMMONS * Wednesday, January 4, 2023

Commona

A publication of
Vermont Independent Media

139 Main St. (Hooker-Dunham Bldg.)
#601A — Newsroom

#604 — Business and Advertising
DUE TO PANDEMIC
P.0. Box 1212, Brattleboro, VT 05302
888-511-5150 « fax 802-246-1319
WWW.COMMoNnsnews.org

Office hours by appointment

Jeff Potter Kate 0’Connor
Editor-in-Chief Director of Operations

NEWSROOM
Randolph T. Holhut, News Editor
Elizabeth Julia Stoumen,
Calendar and Proofreading
Heather Taylor, Copy Editor
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Virginia Ray, Joyce Marcel,
Fran Lynggaard Hansen,
Robert Smith, Annie Landenberger,
Dot Grover-Read, Victoria Chertok,
Deborah Lee Luskin, Elayne Clift,
Kevin 0’Connor, Alyssa Grosso,
Thelma O’Brien
EDITORIAL VOLUNTEERS
Lee Stookey, Karen Cribari,
Connie Evans, Kim Noble,
Janet Wallstein, Elizabeth Trousdell,
Wendy S. Collins, Proofreaders
David Shaw, Photographer

CREATIVE MARKETING SERVICES
Amanda Harwood,
Marketing and Office Manager
Lori Pinsonault, Nancy Gauthier,
Advertising Sales
INTERNS AND APPRENTICES
Chloe Rogers ¢ Landmark college
Kenny Pepper s Landmark college
DISTRIBUTION STAFF
George Lawton, Dan Lydon,
Bill Wilmot
OPERATIONS VOLUNTEERS
Lucinda McGovern, Jon King,
Philip Coolbeth, Spoon Agave,
Karen Axelrod, Distributors
Elizabeth Trousdell, Membership
STAFF OFFSPRING
Owen Harwood, Olivia Harwood
CONSULTANTS
Agatha, Caslon, Elsy, Ghivashel,
Rocky, Valentino

Deadline for the January 11 issue
January 6

vermont
independent
media

VIM’S MISSION
Recognizing that a vigorous ex-
change of ideas and information
allows democracy to function and
is the lifeblood of a community,
Vermont Independent Media:
« creates a forum for community
participation,
« promotes local independent
journalism,
« fosters civic engagement by
building media skills
through publication of The
Commons and commonsnews.org,
and through the Media Mentoring
Project.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Heather Ahrenholz, Barry
Aleshnick, Lynn Barrett, Michael
Bosworth, Geoffrey Burgess,
Michelle Frehsee, Randolph T.
Holhut (ex officio), Jeff Potter (ex
officio), Stuart Strothman

ABOUT THIS NEWSPAPER
The Commons is a nonprofit commu-
nity newspaper published since 2006
by Vermont Independent Media, Inc.,
a nonprofit corporation under section
501(c)3 of the federal tax code.

The newspaper is free, but it is sup-
ported by readers like you through
tax-deductible donations, through ad-
vertising support, and through support
of charitable foundations.

The paper is published weekly, with
early production schedules scheduled
for most fifth Wednesdays of the month.

SUBMITTING NEWS AND TIPS
We welcome story ideas and news
tips. Please contact the newsroom at
news@commonsnews.org or at (802)
246-6397.

VOICES
The Commons presents a broad range of
essays, memoirs, and other subjective
material in Voices, our editorial and com-
mentary section. We want the paper to
provide an unpredictable variety of food
for thought from all points on the polit-
ical spectrum.

We especially invite responses to ma-
terial that appears in the paper.

We do not publish unsigned or anon-
ymous letters, and we only very rarely
withhold names for other pieces. When
space is an issue, our priority is to run
contributions that have not yet appeared
in other publications.

Please check with the editor before
writing essays or other original sub-
missions of substance. Email: voices@
COMMONSNEws.org.

Editorials represent the collective
voice of The Commons and are written by
the editors or by members of the Vermont
Independent Media Board of Directors.

The views expressed in our Voices
section are those of individual con-
tributors. Bylined commentaries by
members of the Vermont Independent
Media board of directors represent
their individual opinions; as an orga-
nization, we are committed to provid-
ing a forum for the entire community.
As a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization,
Vermont Independent Media is legally
prohibited from endorsing political
candidates.

ADVERTISING
Your advertising directly supports a better
newspaper. The open display advertising
rate is $16.50 per column inch, and The
Commons offers discounts. To place your
ad, contact lori@commonsnews.org or
nancy@commonsnews.org.

Advertising files can be saved as PDF
(press-ready setting), EPS (with fonts
converted to outlines), or as TIFF (600
pixels per inch), or printed as black-and-
white hard copy.

We can design your ad, and you
should not hesitate to ask us to do so.
We love helping our clients.

DISTRIBUTION
The Commons distributes 7,900 copies
per issue to 250 drops in almost every
Windham County town, as well as in
neighboring towns in Windsor County
(Vt.), Cheshire County (N.H.) and Franklin
County (Mass.). Please get in touch
(circulation@commonsnews.org) if
you would like us to consider adding
your business.

Without our volunteers, this
newspaper would exist only
in our imaginations.
Special thanks to:

Simi and Mark Berman,
Diana Bingham,

Jim Maxwell, Rob Bertsche,
Barbara Evans,

Cameron Cobane, Shannon Ward, and
Hooker-Dunham Theater & Gallery;
Clay Turnbull and NEC;
Brendan Emmett Quigley
and Joon Pahk
In memoriam:

Alan 0. Dann, Judy Gorman,
Mia Gannon

Strolling of the Heifers’ agricultural advocacy

will live on, in a radically different form

The nonprofit
organization morphs
mto Agritech Institute
for Small Farms,

with new emphasis on
farnung technology

By Randolph T. Holhut

The Commons

RATTLEBORO—When
the COVID-19 pandemic
dealt a knockout blow to
Strolling of the Heifers
in the fall of 2020 that resulted in
the suspension of the nonprofit’s
operations, an end to its annual
parade, and the sale of the River
Garden, many speculated over
what would happen to what re-
mained of the organization.

On Dec. 14, the Vermont
Secretary of State recorded a
change of name from the Strolling
of the Heifers to Agritech
Institute for Small Farms, Inc.

On Dec. 30, the organization
announced the new chapter in
its nonprofit history, the final
disbursement of its Strolling of
the Heifers funds, and its deci-
sion to not revive the signature
march of cows and farmers down
Brattleboro’s Main Street.

“The parade had a wonderful
run,” said Orly Munzing, who
founded Strolling 20 years ago.
“But when you talk to farmers,
what they need is more tech-
nology, and that’s the area the
Strolling of the Heifers is mov-
ing to.”

The Agritech Institute (agrite
chinstituteforsmallfarms.org) will
start life with $250,000 retained
from the Stroll, which disbursed
the balance of its assets to other
Windham County nonprofits.

The “part think tank, part
small farm accelerator” will be
based in Montpelier and will
aim to identify, test, and provide
technical and financial support
for ideas that improve economic
and environmental viability and
mitigate climate change.

Dan Smith, founding execu-
tive director of the Northeast
Dairy Compact Commission,
will head the new effort, which

he co-founded with Roger Allbee,
the former Vermont secretary of
agriculture and the acting chair of
the Strolling of the Heifers board
of directors.

“We’ve been working with the
Strolling of the Heifers board for
over a year to position this new
organization in a way to be an
important clearinghouse for the
development and greater adap-
tation of technology by smaller
farms,” said Smith, a lawyer who
has focused on state and federal
milk market regulation.

Helping small
farms adapt to
big changes

Smith said the institute “is re-
ally designed to be of service to
advocacy and support groups that
exist throughout Vermont and the
Northeast to enable small-scale
agriculture to prosper.”

The initiative will work to es-
tablish a pilot program on 25
Vermont dairy farms. In addi-
tion to boosting farm finances, its
organizers hope to help improve
water quality and soil health
through sustainable practices and
incorporate such climate change
mitigation solutions as carbon
sequestration.

The project, although only just
announced, already is reaping
supportive reviews.

“The institute’s proposed pi-
lot program is a most welcome,
and well-timed, addition to our
policy tool kit and provision of
support services for Vermont
dairy farms,” state Secretary of
Agriculture Anson Tebbetts said
in a written statement.

Smith said that Agritech
Institute is also working on devel-
oping a virtual fence, also known
as “geo-fencing,” a concept that
is similar to an invisible pet fence.

He said that instead of a shock
mechanism, the virtual fence
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The Strolling of the Heifers parade — from which the nonprofit blossomed — was
designed to raise awareness of local farms and farmers.

RANDOLPH T HOLHUT/THE COMMONS

Strolling of the Heifers board chair Roger Allbee listens as Strolling founder Orly
Munzing speaks at a Dec. 30 news conference in Brattleboro.

emits noise that tells cows to stay
within the pasture’s boundaries.

With this system, Smith said,
a dairy farmer can move a herd
using a computer or hand-held
device, rather than having to
physically open or close pasture
gates.

Local nonprofits
also boosted

Two Brattleboro nonprofits
also benefited from Strolling’s
remaining funds to promote ag-
riculture in southern Vermont.

The Downtown Brattleboro
Alliance (DBA) will be receiving
$25,000 from Strolling “to carry
on our mission, which is to con-
nect people with the food they
eat,” said Munzing.

DBA Executive Director Kate
Trzaskos said the organization
does not have any immediate
plans for using the money, but
one will emerge after consulta-
tion with the organization’s board
of directors.

The Winston Prouty Center re-
ceived $175,000. Executive direc-
tor Chloe Learey said the money
would help fund a 300-unit apart-
ment complex planned for the
campus of the former Austine
School for the Deaf.

“It was a big surprise and a
huge honor to be on the receiv-
ing end,” said Learey.

As for the big tents and other
equipment that Strolling would
use for its Dairy Festival after the
parade, those have been given to
The Brattleboro Retreat, one of
the organization’s longtime part-
ners in the staging of the event.
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The Stroll’s legacy

The Stroll began in June 2002
as a parade that spurred national
news outlets from The Wall Street
Fournal to the Los Angeles Times
to juxtapose images of Spain’s
“Running of the Bulls” with local
farmers prodding cows through
downtown Brattleboro at a far
more leisurely pace.

The event attracted thousands
of people to Brattleboro and led
to Strolling presenting other ag-
ricultural and food-related events,
such as the Slow Living Summit.

Allbee characterized the event
as “iconic,” and said that it “be-
came an inspiration to see how it
brought attention to not only the
dairy industry but agriculture and
Brattleboro.”

Growing in popularity over
the years, the march helped fund
a $600,000 year-round budget to
promote agricultural production,
processing, and distribution — a
$4 billion Vermont industry re-
sponsible for nearly 15% of jobs
in the state.

Then came the COVID-19
pandemic, which led to the can-
cellation of the past three parades
and spurred the organization to
shed its paid staff and suspend
programming in 2020.

It later sold its headquarters —
the River Garden, at 157 Main
St. — to the Whetstone Brewery
in 2021.

“Before the money runs out,
we’re putting everything on pause
and reevaluating to see where
we can go in the new normal,”
Munzing said at the time.

It took about a year for
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Dan Smith leads the
Montpelier-based Agritech
Institute for Small Farms,
formerly the Strolling
of the Heifers, which
launches in its new form
with $25,000 retained from
the Stroll.

Strolling to map out what would
best carry on its legacy of advo-
cating for local food and farms.

With the Stroll is the end of
its two-decade journey, Munzing
said that now “it’s time to culti-
vate new ideas and pass the torch
to the next generation.”

With additional reporting by Kevin
O’Connor of VTDigger.org.
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. ¢ 18 Minutes, FROM SECTION FRONT

make this easier, and amplified
phones is one of them.

MacNeil said she personally
pushed Hartford Hospital to do
a better job in that area. She says
she felt some relief when the
hospital finally purchased 250
amplified phones this year for
patient use.

“When we didn’t have an am-
plified phone at the very end, it
was traumatizing for both my
mother and myself,” MacNeil
said.

She describes the experience as
“a cautionary tale for hospitals.”

“We’re an aging population,
and we might live all over the
country,” MacNeil said. “People
should be able to talk with their
family when they are dying. It
sounds like such a simple thing,
but it means everything.”

An ordinary
extraordinary
woman

There is much more to this
memoir, though, than concerns
about the tragedy of that last
18 minutes. The subtitle, 4
Daughter’s Primer on Life and
Death, is about how MacNeil’s
mother, once she got into her 80s,
told her daughter that she would
have to go to “when-Mom-dies
school.”

So they began to talk openly
about life and dying, and Brady
began leaving notes.

“She was amazing,” MacNeil
said. “She left notes all over the
place, knowing I would find
them. But I have to deal with that
as I find each envelope.”

MacNeil and her mother had
an extraordinarily close rela-
tionship, which is not true of all
families. “So many people have
told me, ‘You’re lucky. I don’t
even like my mother. She won’t
be leaving me any love notes!””

Part of the family closeness was
the fact that Brady’s husband died
in 1985. A product of the 1950s,
she didn’t learn to drive until she
was 47 and a widow. MacNeil
said her mother went on her own
to the local school and hired the
driving instructor, a grumpy man
who added to the challenge, but
she nonetheless got her license.

Once she got her own set of
wheels, Brady “was always up
for an adventure,” MacNeil said.
And Brady and her children had
many adventures, right up until
her last years.

Independent
to the last

Jean Brady married again for
a time, but she would forever re-
main her own woman.

“She was always checking on
her neighbors and taking care of
them,” MacNeil said, adding that
her mother set an example for her
own lifetime of volunteer work.

“She was relentlessly indepen-
dent. She had her Senior Center
she went to. She’d take the yearly
senior driving course, and kept
the certificates showing she’d
passed. She had a giant beast of
a car, a Buick. Drove right up to
the end.”

Brady had increased health is-
sues as she aged, including from
aserious fall that likely shortened
her life, but she still lived on her
own as much as possible. She re-
sisted moving in with family, but
stayed in constant touch with her
daughter and three sons.

When her family suggested
that she move to Vermont to live
with them or that McNeil move
to Connecticut to live with her,
Brady’s response was immediate
and totally expected.

“No, I need my own space and
privacy,” she would say. “I’m
fine here.”

In addition to leaving notes
to her family and organizing her
apartment to make it easier when
she was gone, Brady also orga-
nized her own funeral and burial
arrangements.

18 Minutes covers so much
more, from lists to poetry to con-
versations and trip diaries.

“Now that she’s gone I have an
entirely new point of view about
visiting hours,” McNeil writes in
the book.

“We should think of ev-
ery chance to be together with

THIS SPACE
FOR RENT

You, and some 20,000
other readers, are
looking at Windham
County’s best advertis-
ing value. To promote
your business in the
nextissue of The Com-
mons, call us at (802)
246-6397 or e-mail
ads@commonsnews.

org.

someone we love as the ultimate
visiting hours that we celebrate
life,” she continues, “not the
scary visiting hours that make
your heart beat quickly and cause
shortness of breath as you fear the
bad news while keeping your fin-
gers crossed for something, any-
thing good.”

Susan MacNeil says she will be
doing readings and book signings
throughout New England in the
months ahead, including at Village
Square Booksellers in Bellows
Falls and Everyone’s Books in
Brattleboro. The book is also avail-
able on Amazon (tinyurl.com/696-
18mins) as a Kindle eBook, trade
paperback, and hardcover.

Hilltop Montessor: School completes
successful communaty toy drive

BRATTLEBORO—Upper
Elementary students Solen
Rosenberg and Eleanor Horton
initiated this year’s Community
Toy Drive at Hilltop Montessori
School. Building upon last year’s
inaugural project, which grew
out of the passion to help chil-
dren and their families who are
unhoused and/or experiencing
economic hardship, the students
expanded their drive this year to
include more families within the
community.

Rosenberg and Horton

contacted early education pro-
grams and schools in Windham
County. After they followed up
with phone calls with directors,
principals, and organizations,
they were able to put together a
list of children and their holiday
wishes and needs.

The students created a Giving
Tree in the front lobby where
people could select a child for
whom they would purchase
specific items from their wish
list. All together, they were
able to make this holiday a little

brighter for nearly 50 children
ages 10 months to 14 years.

While Rosenberg and Horton
organized the Giving Tree,
they also planned and imple-
mented their toy drive cam-
paign at Hilltop Montessori
School with the rest of the
Upper Elementary Classroom.
They created a flier for the
newsletter and visited each class
from Children’s House (pre-k
and kindergarten) to the Middle
School to talk about the toy drive
and distribute fliers .

The students worked together
making posters and collecting
donations of toys, books, games,
and winter clothing at pick-up
and drop-off prior to the fi-
nal week before winter break.
Students Dylan Shine, Reine
Beckwith, and Annie Donahue
were also instrumental in orga-
nizing the gifts for each child and
delivering to area programs and
schools during the winter break.
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holds a public hearing.
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Dated this December 29, 2022.
By: Stephanie Gile

District Coordinator

100 Mineral Street, Suite # 305
Springfield, VT 05156-3168
802-261-1943
Stephanie.Gile@vermont.gov

ACT 250 NOTICE
MINOR APPLICATION 2W1379
10 V.S.A. §§ 6001 - 6111

On December 28, 2022, Marylynn Scherlin 361 Huckle Hill Rd, Vernon, VT 05354
filed application number 2W1379 for a project generally described as the previ-
ous construction of an auto repair garage and a catering/take-out kitchen for a
maximum of 2 employees. The project is located at 722 Pond Rd in Vernon, Ver-
mont. This application can be viewed online by visiting the Act 250 Database:
(https://anrweb.vt.gov/ANR/Act250/Details.aspx?Num=2W1379).

No hearing will be held and a permit will be issued unless, on or before Tuesday,
January 31, 2023, a party notifies the District 2 Commission in writing of an
issue requiring a hearing, or the Commission sets the matter for a hearing on
its own motion. Any person as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1) may request
a hearing. Any hearing request must be in writing, must state the criteria or
sub-criteria at issue, why a hearing is required, and what additional evidence
will be presented at the hearing. Any hearing request by an adjoining property
owner or other person eligible for party status under 10 V.S.A. § 6085(c)(1)(E)
must include a petition for party status under the Act 250 Rules. To request
party status and a hearing, fill out the Party Status Petition Form on the Board's
https://nrb.vermont.gov/documents/party-status-petition-form, and
email it to the District 2 Office at: NRB.Act250Springfield@vermont.gov. Find-
ings of Fact and Conclusions of Law may not be prepared unless the Commission

For more information contact Stephanie Gile at the address or telephone number

Notice of Windham County Annual Meeting
**TO ALL RESIDENTS OF WINDHAM COUNTY**

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A.133© Notice is hereby given that the Annual Windham County Meeting of the voters presenting the

proposed budget for the county for the ensuing year will be held on:

Wednesday, January 25, 2023, at 4:00 PM at the Windham County Sheriff’s Office 185 Old Ferry Rd Brattleboro, VT 05304.

If interested in attending this meeting via Zoom, please contact the Windham County Clerk at Countyclerk@windham-
countyvt.gov. Please provide your full name and town in which you reside. The Zoom information, along with a copy of
the proposed budget, will be emailed to you approximately 3 business days prior to the meeting date. Note: If you prefer
to attend the meeting via phone, instead of via the web (Zoom), a dial-in number will be provided to you.

The following is a summary of the expenditures being proposed for the fiscal year

Beginning February 1, 2023.

County Clerk’s Office, Windham County Courthouse

Personnel
Professional Services
Contract Services
Building & Grounds
Operational Expenses
Insurance

Donations

Windham Probate Court
Building Expenses
Contract Services
Operational Expenses

Windham County Sheriff's Department
Personnel

Professional Services

Contract Services

Building Expenses

Operational Expenses

Insurance

County Capital Reserve Fund
TOTAL COUNTY EXPENDITURES

REVENUE

Windham Superior Court Small Claims and Notary Fees

TOTAL COUNTY REVENUES
County Capital Construction Fund

TOTAL TO BE ASSESSED TO THE TOWNS OF WINDHAM COUNTY

The tax rate is based on last year's Grand List as this year’s list is not published until the end of December, January.
Estimated Tax rate FY 23/24 0.01089. Actual tax rate should be known by the Annual County Meeting in January 2023.
Copies of the complete proposed budget are available to the public during the county court’s hours of Monday through
Friday 8:00AM to 4:30PM at the county (Superior) Court on Route 30, Newfane, Vermont.

Carolyn Partridge, Assistant Judge

Lamont Barnett, Assistant Judge

$549,559.29
$247,240.66
$37,000.00
$300.00
$203,000.00
$19,570.00
$30,448.63
$12,000.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$403,507.99
$205,807.99
$65,400.00
$7,000.00
$1,000.00
$77,125.00
$47,175.00

$0.00
$953,067.28
$24,000.00

$
$929,067.28

Bl

Important Annual Notice Regarding Herbicide Use in the Maintenance of Electric Utility Rights-of-Way

The Vermont Public Utility Commission has set forth rules under PUC Rule 3.600 pertaining to the use of herbicides in the
maintenance of electric utility rights-of-way (ROW). Each spring, herbicide applications may begin on or after April 1st. These rules
afford you important rights and duties. Vermont electric utilities maintain electric line rights-of-way with several methods, including
the selective use of herbicides on trees and brush. They also encourage low-growing shrubs and trees which will crowd tall-growing
species and, thus, minimize the use of herbicides. Methods of herbicide applications may include stump, stem injection, basal, soil,
and foliar. Only electric utility rights-of-way that have tall-growing tree species with the potential of threatening the electric
utility system are treated.

If you reside on or own property in Vermont within 1000’ of an electric utility right-of-way:

1. Sign up to receive written notification from your local electric utility of plans to apply herbicide on any ROW within 1000’ of
your property or the property where you reside. Check nearby poles for tags identifying the utility and/or pole number,
complete the form below and submit it to your local electric utility by mail before February 15", 2023 to be added to the
notification list. If determined to be qualified, you will receive notification from the utility at least 30 days prior to
scheduled herbicide application.

2. You are responsible to make your local electric utility aware of the location of any potentially affected water supply, and of

any other environmentally sensitive area where herbicide application ought to be avoided.

Watch and listen for public service announcements in newspapers and radio ads noting upcoming herbicide applications.

Check with your local electric utility regarding the vegetation management cycle near your particular line.

5.  You have the right to request, in writing, that the utility refrain from applying herbicides in the process of clearing the
right-of-way, and the utility may offer alternatives such as herbicide stump treatment or herbicide stem injections.

6. You have the right to refuse, in writing, the use of herbicides whatsoever at no cost to you if the type of lines in the
right-of-way are distribution lines, bringing electric service directly to individual customers.

7. You have the right to refuse, in writing, the use of herbicides whatsoever by paying a $30 administration fee if the type of
lines in the right-of-way are transmission lines or sub-transmission lines, bringing electricity to or between substations.

For more details, or to ask additional questions, please contact your local electric utility, or one of the following:

Vermont Electric Power Company
(VELCO)
366 Pinnacle Ridge Rd. Rutland, VT
05701
Attn: Scott Carlson (802) 353-3584

Agency of Agriculture

Public Health & Ag. Resource Mgmt
116 State St., Montpelier, VT 05602

1-802-828-2431

Department of Public Service
Consumer Affairs & Public Information
112 State St., Montpelier, VT 05620
1-800-622-4496

Based on the information above, if you believe you qualify to be notified in advance of pending herbicide applications
in the rights-of-way, mail the request below to your local electric company before February 15%, 2023.

Resident/Property Owner Request to be Added to Herbicide Treatment Notification Mailing List

(circle one)

Name Town/City of Affected Property

Street Address Home Phone Number

Town Work Phone Number

State Zip Code 0.K. to use work number? Yes No

Electric Utility Account Number

Best time to contact you

Other
(Circle all that apply)

Affected Property: Year-Round Residence Summer Residence Commercial Property Water Supply Organic Farm Land

Utility Initials

Line/Pole Identification:

Pole Numbers

Please fill out this request completely to help us determine if you qualify for herbicide treatment notification.
MAIL THIS REQUEST TO YOUR LOCAL ELECTRIC UTILITY AT THE ADDRESS LISTED ABOVE BEFORE FEBRUARY 15™, 2023
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H Mobile homes

in places that can be beautiful
but also bring their own dangers.

Across the U.S., biased zon-
ing has sited many manufactured
housing communities in pre-
carious “fringe environments,”
such as floodplains and fire-
prone urban edges, according to
Zachary Lamb, a climate adapta-
tion researcher at UC Berkeley. In
Vermont, researchers found that
about one-third of mobile home
communities are at least partially
in federal floodplains.

Now, many of those commu-
nities are grappling with how to
keep their communities safe with-
out driving up costs for residents,
who often own their mobile home
and rent their lot.

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration has
funded research on tornado-vul-
nerable mobile homes in Alabama
and Mississippi, and recently
granted $79,000 toward climate
resilience research on mobile
homes in Vermont, Maine, and
New Hampshire.

And in Montana, where 10%
of houses are mobile homes
(compared to 5.5% nationwide),
one nonprofit in the city of Great
Falls is elevating lots above the
floodplain.

Projects like this can take years
of planning. Tri-Park’s has been
in the works since 2008, when
the town agreed to finance loans
for water and sewage system up-
grades if the co-op agreed to re-
locate flood-vulnerable homes.

But residents still need to
decide whether to leave their
current homes, and that’s “a
deeply personal choice,” said
Kelly Hamshaw, a lecturer at
the University of Vermont who
focuses on housing and disaster
resilience.

Despite their flooding con-
cerns, the Bishops are not plan-
ning to relocate because they
don’t want to downsize from their
four-bedroom home. The new
homes will have only two or three
bedrooms and less outdoor space.

The couple has worked hard
over the years to clear brush from
their lawn and plant gardens, and
they often host their daughter and
grandchildren when they visit
from upstate New York, which
they said wouldn’t be possible in
a smaller home.

Rollin, a retired veteran who
works part-time for a restaurant,
worries the relocation project will
push out young, growing families.

“What we’re talking about is
turning this into a senior park,”
he said.

Down the street from the
Bishops, Richard Matteson and
his wife Sandy have been living
in their mobile home since 1988.
Their peaceful lot has broad views
of the hillsides behind the park,
but it also abuts the brook.

The Mattesons, who are both
retired and have mobility chal-
lenges, are planning to accept the
relocation offer, as long as their
costs won’t change. Matteson
said that they’ve been evacuated
“three or four times because of
flooding and ice jams” over the
years.

“It’s happening more often
than it used to because of climate
change, and I think it’s going
to get worse instead of better,”
he said.

FROM SECTION FRONT

A new model for
mobile home
buyouts

As residents decide whether to
relocate, officials involved in the
Tri-Park project hope it could
represent a model for other flood-
prone communities that wouldn’t
benefit from standard FEMA
buyouts.

Homeowners are typically
reimbursed for 75% of the ap-
praised value of their home. But
for the owners of older or dam-
aged mobile homes, that amount
usually falls short of their actual
relocation costs, according to
Stephanie A. Smith, a state haz-
ard mitigation officer at Vermont
Emergency Management.

“That’s where Tri-Park comes
in, as an example of a new model
for buyouts within mobile home
parks, centered around mak-
ing people whole and making
sure they have somewhere to live
that’s safer and more resilient,”
Smith said.

Tri-Park residents each pay
the same monthly rent to the
co-op for their lot — an amount
that won’t change for those who
relocate — and the cost of their
new homes will be covered by
the state’s new Flood Resilient
Communities Fund, rather than
federally through the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA).

In 2021, Vermont officials al-
located $4.6 million in American
Rescue Plan Act funding to the
new fund, followed by an ad-
ditional $14.75 million in 2022.
Led by Vermont Emergency
Management, the fund will help
pay for flood-mitigation projects,
like the Tri-Park relocations and
buyouts for mobile-home own-
ers whose moving costs wouldn’t
be covered by a standard FEMA
buyout.

That approach is inspiring on-
going climate change resilience
research in Montana.

“There’s been a decade worth
of work by researchers, nonprof-
its, and state agencies in Vermont
to get to this point where the
state is actively getting folks out
of harm’s way,” said Kristin
Smith, an economic geographer
in Bozeman, Montana.

In her research with the non-
profit Headwaters Economics,
Smith found that more than one
in five mobile homes in Montana
are situated in high-flood-risk
neighborhoods — a statistic that
the state has been waking up to.

After the Yellowstone River
flooded a mobile home park in
Fromberg, Montana in June—an
event scientists linked to warmer
temperatures — the state’s re-
quests for federal aid “specifi-
cally called out mobile homes
as an area that we’re concerned
about,” Smith said.

The community of Glendive,
Montana, is “taking the flood risk
to mobile home parks really seri-
ously,” Smith said. The levee pro-
tecting the Casitas Del Rio mobile
home park from the Yellowstone
River is “too short for the ex-
pected flood risk,” she said. The
Army Corps of Engineers is ex-
ploring options such as raising the
levee, or pushing it back to create
more space for the river.

About six hours west,
in Great Falls, the nonprofit
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This 2012 photo shows empty lots at the Glen Park mobile home community in West Brattleboro, which bore
the brunt of flood damage from Tropical Storm Irene the year before.

NeighborWorks Montana is guid-
ing a relocation effort at another
flood-prone mobile home park,
Missouri Meadows. The orga-
nization has raised philanthropic
and nonprofit funding to elevate
the vacant lots above the flood-
plain, one by one, and then make
them available for new residents.

There are no plans to elevate
lots where current residents live,
which means most residents will
continue living in a floodplain,

according to Danielle Maiden,
NeighborWorks Montana’s co-
operative housing director. Flood
risk is something that “folks who
live in manufactured housing have
gotten used to,” she said.

Back in Vermont, Matteson
wonders why anyone was allowed
to move into the low-lying areas
of the Tri-Park Cooperative in
the first place.

“They never told us when we
bought this place that it flooded

here,” he said.

During the ice jam of 2019,
when the roads around their
house flooded, the Mattesons
had to be rescued by a mainte-
nance worker in a bucket loader.
Their 5-year-old granddaughter
was with them that day and was
also rescued.

Now, Matteson would rather
move than worry about having
to be rescued again.

“We don’t have much choice in

the matter, really,” he said. “We’d
just stay here and float away.”

This article originally ap-
peared in Nexus Media News
(nexusmedianews.com), an edizo-
rially independent, nonprofit news
service covering climate change. It
was made possible by a grant from
the Open Sociery Foundations.

B Drug trend

formulation of THC, dronabinol,
is FDA-approved to manage che-
motherapy-induced nausea and
vomiting and for appetite stimu-
lation in HIV/AIDS anorexia.)

“We have not identified any
laced food and therefore have not
been able to determine if it had
been altered or by whom,” she
said. “It does not appear there
was any shared food or candy be-
tween the students.”

In her message, the principal
noted that “safety is always” her
first priority and “being as trans-
parent as I am able” her “close
second.”

Going on to explain what hap-
pened, she noted that she found
it “concerning not only from an
educator’s point of view, but also
as a parent of teens and a member
of the BUHS community.”

Dambkoehler said the health of-
fice made sure the students were
not at immediate risk of harm
and that their parents were called.

“As many can imagine, this is
frightening on a variety of levels,
especially for those actually ex-
periencing it,” she said. “From
the school’s perspective, we are
looking into if and how someone
could possibly contaminate any
food or drink in the building with
a possibly dangerous substance.
We will make every attempt to
find out this information and are
open to sharing it with outside
agencies, if required.”

Asking that all make efforts to
“be safe with yourself and oth-
ers,” Damkoehler encouraged
not sharing or consuming food or
drink if one is not aware of the
source and it is not sealed prior to
consumption.

“I know this is a common time
of year for teachers to bring in
baked goods and I am not frown-
ing on this, but ask you to be
aware of where they are placed
and who has access to them if you
are not in your space,” she wrote.

This incident comes after a
Now. 4 report, confirmed by the
Brattleboro Police Department,
that during the last week of
September “multiple students”
had overdosed at the school.

Following an investigation, a
14-year-old was arrested for sale
of a regulated drug and cited to
family court.

Plans and support

over punishment
The day after the incident,

the school held an all-student

ddiction should never

be treated as a crime.

It has to be treated as a
health problem. We do not
send alcoholics to jail in
this country. Over 500,000
people are in our jails who
are nonviolent drug users.
—RALPH NADER

KEVIN O’CONNOR/VTDIGGER FILE PHOTO
BUHS Interim Principal
Cassie Damkoehler

assembly to explain what had
transpired. After both incidents,
administrators and staff members
asked students to come forward
with any information without
fear of repercussion or judgment.

“Most important is to just get
help and have it be more of a
community safety kind of thing,”
said Student Assistant Program
Counselor Ricky Davidson this
week.

Davidson said the approach
the school has undertaken “is
about understanding that addic-
tion is a medical issue and a dis-
ease,” rather than approaching it
from the decades-long response
of “punishing” people for sub-
stance misuse.

“That doesn’t work,” said the
counselor, describing the BUHS

approach as, instead, asking what
school officials can do to help ease
the effect of these problems on a
student’s life in general and school
work in particular.

Davidson does a lot around
of work around substance “mis-
use and addiction issues” and
helps kids come up with “a plan
and support to make better de-
cisions.” He said he believes
students feel “safe and comfort-
able” talking with him about
drug issues.

“I think they feel they can be
real and I’m not somebody who’s
judging them,” he said.

Even before the two incidents
in 2022, BUHS had set into mo-
tion several initiatives to support
students around education and
help with substance use.

Davidson works with Turning
Point, whose representatives run
a biweekly recovery group at the
school specifically for students.

“There are no teen rehab facili-
ties in Vermont specifically geared
toward drug/alcohol addiction
treatment,” said Damkoehler. “I
actually emailed a few politicians
about it around Thanksgiving
break and heard nothing.”

She noted that Davidson has
been working to create a modi-
fied schedule for such students so
that they could have more support
built into their day while attend-
ing BUHS.

“In other areas, there are things
such as recovery high schools, but
developing something like that
takes an incredible amount of
time, and there are many legalities
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surrounding it,” Damkoehler
said.

A simple Google search reveals
that schools in myriad states and
even pubic libraries are experi-
encing similar situations.

“As a society, we’re still com-
ing out of a very long trauma
situation with Covid,” Davidson
said. “When you think about it
that way, people deal with those
feelings and thoughts in all kinds
of different ways and try to find
ways to cope that aren’t always
the best choices, and I think that’s
what we’re seeing nationwide.”

Dambkoehler said she believes
it is “a combination of things
contributing,”

“I think the opiate crisis really
affected areas along the I-91 cor-
ridor,” she said. “In addition, we
are dealing with a population of
traumatized students following
the pandemic, but not specifically
related to Covid. Their way of
life was completely altered when
school was shut down, and they
all lost a lot.”

“Add in the increase in both
mental illness and the disease of
addiction, and it’s created a na-
tionwide crisis for our schools
and students,” Damkoehler
continued.

“In a perfect world, we would
be able to keep drugs that are
prevalent in our community out-
side the doors of the school,” the
principal said. “While we can-
not do that, we are committed
to supporting our students and
providing all we can to help those
struggling,”

BUHS,

By Virginia Ray

The Commons

BRATTLEBORO—Best
wishes for a happy New Year
appear not to have extended
from all when students returned
to classes on Tuesday, Jan. 3 in
the Windham Southeast School
District.

Instead of diving into their
studies, students spent up to
30 minutes in their classrooms
while police responded and as-
certained they were safe, which
they quickly did.

Unconfirmed reports sug-
gest an alum might have made
aggressive statements while in-
volved in social media gaming,
prompting the caution. Law en-
forcement responded, and it was
quickly and easily determined
that there was no threat and that
regular activities could ensue.

While the incident has not
been explained by Brattleboro
police or school administra-
tion, Windham Southeast
Superintendent Mark Speno

Police respond to
unspecified threat at

BAMS

sent a message to the commu-
nity saying, “Earlier this morn-
ing, out of an abundance of
caution, our BUHS campus en-
tered into a ‘shelter in place.””

“Late this morning, area law
enforcement contacted us be-
cause of a potential threat to
the campus,” Speno wrote, ac-
knowledging that “this is not
the ideal way to start the New
Year.”

“Out of an abundance of
caution, administrators called
for a shelter in place and stu-
dents remained in classrooms
during this time,” he wrote.
“Administrators worked with
local law enforcement to deter-
mine that the campus is safe and
secure. We have since resumed
normal activities.”

Speno thanked the police for
their response, as well as “ad-
ministrators and safety teams
for decisive decision making and
keeping safety at the forefront
of those decisions.”

He implored the community
to “please know that we took

these steps to ensure the safety
of everyone on our campus.”

“Although it is very distress-
ing to receive communication
like this, the good news is that
the systems that we do have in
place worked,” he continued.
“Communication was efficient
and quick. In keeping the safety
of students and staff at the fore-
front of all that we do, a deci-
sive decision was made to enter
‘shelter in place.’”

Throughout the process an-
nouncements were made to stu-
dents and staff.

Brattleboro Area Middle
School Principal Keith Lyman
confirmed his school was also
apprised by police and students
were kept in classrooms for 15
to 30 minutes.

“I feel this is a pretty isolated
situation,” Lyman said, not-
ing that police arrived “very
quickly” and “clearly indi-
cated to us the school was safe
and we could go back to normal
operations.”
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B Holton Home

premium if they are willing to
work for three to six months, ex-
plains Stevens.

“So a lot of shortages are filled
by traveling nurses,” he says.
“All of our hospitals and nurs-
ing homes have had travelers in
the community, but they have to
find housing.”

When a traveling nurse does
find a place, it “uses up housing,”
Stevens says.

Another benefit of this new
use for Holton Home is that the
health care workers won’t be liv-
ing alone in a community where
they are likely to be temporary
residents.

“They’re often here by them-
selves for a short stint, and this
also gives them a little more social
connection,” Stevens says. “We
thought it was a good communal
model for that.”

Starting this week, about
$500,000 is being spent to paint,
carpet, and furnish 35 units. The
money is coming from capital that
M&S and the Retreat are invest-
ing in the project, some of which
could be offset by grants.

In the cohousing model, each
unit is comprised of a private
bedroom and bathroom, and
tenants will share the com-
mon kitchen and dining areas.
Common areas will be cleaned
daily, while an outside cleaning
service will clean individual bed-
rooms twice a month.

“We’re not changing the layout
of the building; there are already
bedrooms with bathrooms,” says
Stevens. “And there’s a com-
mercial Kitchen, so we’re going
to turn it into a shared kitchen,”
where everyone will have access
to a locker, to a mini-fridge, and
to numerous stoves.”

M&S will provide property
management and after-hours on-
call support.

Stevens says the first group of
nurses who will move in by Feb.
1, and all units are expected to be
filled by the end of that month.

“We’re excited that the build-
ing could be used in its current
form for this time and it could
also return back to elder hous-
ing,” Stevens says.

“When our primary lease is
over with Garden Path, [if] they
are ready to put it back into se-
nior housing, they can,” he says.

“It seemed like a win” for all
parties, he says, and, “if it works
as a housing model, we can work
to do more of these.”

Back on track

The Brattleboro Retreat,
founded in 1834, is a not-for-
profit, regional specialty psy-
chiatric hospital and addiction

treatment center that offers “a full
range of diagnostic, therapeutic,
and rehabilitation services for
individuals of all ages and their
families,” according to the facil-
ity’s website.

Holton Home was incorpo-
rated in 1892 as the Brattleboro
Home for the Aged and Disabled
by an act of the state Legislature
after Dr. Henry Holton and other
concerned residents expressed
aneed.

Garden Path Elder Living, a
mission-driven nonprofit, was
formed in 2015 by the merger
of Holton Home with nearby
Bradley House, which has been
a senior living facility since 1990.

Garden Path closed Holton
Home earlier this year, citing
a decrease in residents seeking
congregate elder care during the
height of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and moved remaining resi-
dents to Bradley House.

“This project allows us to get
back on track regarding our fi-
nances,” says Garden Path’s
Executive Director Bob Crego,
who previously worked for
Windham & Windsor Housing
Trust as director of asset and
property management.

Crego has witnessed the com-
munity’s housing struggles.

“From my background doing
housing development, I know that
workforce housing is the hardest
segment of the population to ad-
dress,” Crego says. “Putting these
units online will be a huge boost
to the supply of workforce hous-
ing in this community.”

The Retreat’s Erik Rosenbauer,
vice president of government re-
lations, communications, market-
ing, and emergency services, says
hospital officials feel “fortunate™
to collaborate with Garden Path
and M&S.

The Retreat provides inpatient
and outpatient mental health care
for children, adolescents, and
adults. A lack of clinical staff has
inhibited the hospital’s ability to
return to pre-pandemic staffing
levels, which also limits the num-
ber of clients it can serve.

Hiring additional traveling cli-
nicians is part of the hospital’s
effort to reach its pre-pandemic
level of 100 inpatient beds by
June, says Rosenbauer.

“I see this project as a way for
the Retreat to get back to full re-
covery and to more fully meet the
needs of our community and the
entire state of Vermont,” he says.
“As the provider of inpatient psy-
chiatric services for children and
adolescents, we want to have as
much capacity and space avail-
able as is needed.”

“Nothing is more painful

FREE INTERNET

Qualify today for the Government
Free Internet Program

YOU QUALIFY for

Free Internet if you
receive Medicaid,

SNAP, WIC,

Housing Assistance,

FROM SECTION FRONT

across the board than hiring new
workers only to have the hous-
ing barrier prevent them from
accepting the job,” Rosenbauer
says. “Holton Home is a chance
for us to overcome that last bar-
rier and increase our workforce.”

WWHT considered
apartments

Stevens also thanks Windham
& Windsor Housing Trust
(WWHT) for that organization’s
support of Garden Path.

Earlier this year, WWHT ex-
pended considerable resources
to investigate the possibility
of turning Holton Home into
apartments.

WWHT Executive Director
Elizabeth Bridgewater called the
failure of plans to come to frui-
tion “disappointing,” but says she
is excited by the idea of short-
term workforce housing.

“Despite that, this project con-
tributes to the community’s hous-
ing, and that is a good outcome,”
she says.

On Dec 21, the Brattleboro
Development Review Board ap-
proved a change of use for Holton
Home to another specialized resi-
dential structure that supports the
cohousing living model.

The board has asked M&S to
return later this year to discuss
how managing Holton Home is
going and to determine if any

ads@commonsnews.org
* 888-511-5150

RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS
changes need to be made re- Holton Home, an assisted living facility on Western Avenue in Brattleboro that
garding operating the facility or closed in May 2022, is being converted into housing for traveling healthcare workers.
parking.
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POST 5 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Waitstaff Position Available

Week days, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm. $12.00/hr + tips
Must be able to carry 30lbs, push/pull a max of 50lbs,
stand, sit, bend & walk for extended periods.
Must have good written and oral communication skills.
Must be able to interact with customers and other staff.

To inquire about this position, and for an application,
email Steve Martin at al.post5@comcast.net,
or pick up application from bartender at the Post,
32 Linden St., Brattleboro, VT
Phone: 802-257-0001

* Flll TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE *

vYZYouth

SERVICES
Budlding Commanity

Restorative Practices Coordinator

t ersosimo

Lumber Company

Full Time Class A CDL Driver

Monday through Friday.
Minimum of 3 years experience in a similar field preferred.
Log loader experience preferred but not required.
Must be 21 and have a clean MVR.

Competitive benefits package includes:
Health Insurance, Dental Insurance, Life Insurance,
Short Term Disability, 401 (k)

Please forward resume and cover letter to:
Cersosimo Lumber Company, Inc.

1103 Vernon Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301
employment@cersosimo.com

Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline and Tribal.

mMaxsip

CONNECTS

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Off First Month of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

844-913-0056

Windham County Recovery Housing Consortium

The Restorative Practices Coordinator plays a key role in Youth
Services’ mission to support people to thrive in their commu-
nities by:

« Establishing efforts that use restorative practices to support in-
dividuals and communities impacted by Substance Use Disorder.
« Collaboratively developing and implementing a new initiative
linking harm reduction, restorative practices, and low-barrier
housing.

« Providing direct restorative practices-based facilitation support
to individuals living with Substance Use Disorder and those
impacted by the criminal legal system.

For the full job responsibilities and requirements,
visit youthservicesinc.org/careers

To apply: Please email a cover letter and resume to:
humanresources@youthservicesinc.org
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis.

Town of Hinsdale, NH
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

The Town of Hinsdale, NH is seeking a Town Administrator. This
position will perform complex professional and management work
providing daily administration of Town operations. The Town Ad-
ministrator will act as the Chief Administrative Officer for the Board
of Selectmen and carry out the orders and policies per the Board in
accordance with all laws and Town rules, regulations, ordinances,
policies and procedures. Supervises daily Town Office operations and
administers the financial and purchasing policy of the Town. Salary
is commensurate with experience and offers an excellent benefits
package. Position will work Monday-Thursday, 40 hours per week.

Submit resume with a minimum of 3 professional references to
Sarah Tatro, Human Resources Manager, Town of Hinsdale,
PO Box 13, 11 Main Street, Hinsdale, NH 03451.
Resumes may be dropped off at the Selectmen’s Office at the Town Hall.
Opportunity will remain position until filled.
EOE. statro@hinsdalenh.org

ersosimo
Lumber Company

Overnight Boiler Operator

Including but not limited to: Successful candidate will be trained to
maintain and operate one 600 hp wood waste boiler and maintain
accurate records and logs. After training, the employee will be
expected to operate and maintain the boiler including performing
preventative maintenance properly and safely.

Candidate must be able to:

-Work 3 overnights per week

-Lift at least 40 1bs with good body mechanics

-Wear required personal protective equipment including safety

toe boots and hearing protection for the duration of the shift.

-Work up to 12 hours independently

-Climb ladders safely

-Utilize catwalks for access to various areas of the boiler room
Experience a plus. Competitive benefits package.

Applications available at:
Cersosimo Lumber Company, Inc.
1103 Vernon Street
Brattleboro, VT 05301
Or email resume to: employment@cersosimo.com

Town of Hinsdale, NH
JOB OPENINGS

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
ASSISTANT OPERATOR

The assistant operator’s responsibilities will include the day-to-day
operation of the Treatment Plant under the direct supervision of the
Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent. NH Grade IT Wastewater
license (preferred) or the ability to obtain a NH Grade IT Wastewater
license and some technical or mechanical work experience (preferred).
Salary is commensurate with experience and offers an excellent benefits
package. Position will work Monday - Friday, 40 hours per week.

BUDGET/FINANCE COORDINATOR

The full-time Budget/Finance Coordinator works under the gen-
eral direction of the Town Administrator and Board of Selectmen.
This position performs highly responsible financial and accounting
administrative duties in compliance with Town and State policies.
Duties include, but not limited to budgeting, general ledger, payroll,
accounts receivable, and accounts payable. The ideal candidate must
have proven accounting and/or bookkeeping experience using Excel
and other accounting software. Associate’s degree with three years
experience in municipal government, OR any equivalent combina-
tion of education, work experience, and municipal experience which
demonstrates possession of the required knowledge, skills, and abilities.
Salary is commensurate with experience and offers an excellent benefits
package. Position will work Monday - Thursday, 40 hours per week.

Interested individuals may submit a resume with a minimum of
3 professional references to Sarah Tatro, Human Resources Manager,
Town of Hinsdale, PO Box 13, 11 Main Street, Hinsdale, NH 03451.
Resumes may be dropped off at the Selectmen’s Office
at the Town Hall. EOE. statro@hinsdalenh.org
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Obituaries

¢ Barbara Brooks of New-
fane. Died at her home on Dec. 20,
2022, with her children Tom and
Amanda nearby. She said she wanted
to be at home surrounded by family,
and had asked God if He could please
make it snow on the night of her pass-
ing. He obliged, even thoughiit was not
in the forecast. Born in Bridgeport,
Connecticut to Marjorie (Fairbanks)
and Clarence Stacey, she grew up
in East Dummerston and attended
Brattleboro Union High School. She
graduated from Castleton State Col-
lege in 1957 with a degree in educa-
tion. Her first job was teaching first
grade in Wilmington, where she met
the likes of Leon and Cleon Boyd. She
remained close with many of her for-
mer students to this day. She was
married to Norman Brooks of New-
fane for 54 years until his death in
2013. Together they raised their four
children. Tom Brooks (Kendra), the
late Dawn McCormick, Jennifer El-
lis, and Amanda North (Robert). She
was adored by her 10 grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren. As her
health declined, her friends and fam-
ily visited her often, either to drop off
a treat or to sit for a game of cards.
Up until the day before she died,
she continued to do the daily cross-
word puzzle, 1,000-piece puzzles,
and would win 9 out of 10 games of
cards or Chinese Checkers. In her last
days, she worked daily on her moun-
tain of Christmas cards she wanted to
send out. She did not make it to the
end of her list, but you were allin her
thoughts. Barbara was very active in
the community throughout her life.
Her volunteer work ranged from being
Sunday School teacher, softball coach,
school board member, and guard-
ian ad litem; to helping out at Moore
Free Library, Newfane Church Ladies
Aid, and the NewBrook Fire & Rescue
Auxiliary, NewBrook Field Days, New-
fane Heritage Festival, spelling bees,
and organizing an annual Easter Egg
Hunt. She was always reaching out
to those in the community who were
lonely, sick, or down on their luck.
She kept her family in close contact
by insisting they celebrate everyone’s

birthday, even as the family to contin-
ued to grow. She did not compromise
on hervalues or family traditions, and
had a special relationship with each
of her grandchildren. MEMORIAL IN-
FORMATION: Services will be held in
the spring at a date to be determined.
; / * Benoit
de Crom-

brugghe, 87.

' of Putney. Died

_ peacefully at his

} ' home on Dec. 4,

s 2022. He was born

) in Bruges, Belgium

on Feb. 26, 1935 to Henry de Crom-
brugghe and Anne-Marie Rotsart. He
was predeceased in 2020 by Emma
de Crombrugghe, his beloved wife of
55 years. He is mourned and missed
by his two daughters, Isabel Men-
delsohn of Summit, New Jersey and
Ines McGillion of Dummerston, and
their families, including his seven
grandchildren. Benoit was the sec-
ond of seven siblings, and is prede-
ceased by his elder brother Frangois,
and survived by sisters Marie-Thérése
and Geneviéve and brothers Phillipe,
Bruno, and Dominique de Crombrug-
ghe. Gentle and kind, patient and
compassionate, he was exceptionally
intelligent and yet quietly humble,
and beloved by all who knew him.
He was passionate about his family, a

champion of basic scientific research,
and proud of the achievements of ev-
eryone he mentored in his laboratory.
Benoit graduated from the University
of Louvain in 1961 as a medical doc-
tor, and specialized in endocrinol-
ogy. A two-year research fellowship
at the National Institutes of Health in
Bethesda, Maryland, between 1963
and 1965, marked a pivotal pointin
his life — he discovered his passion
for scientific research, and met the
love of his life, Emma de la Llosa. Fol-
lowing compulsory military servicein
Belgium, Benoit returned to the NIH in
1968 to pursue a career as a research
scientist, performing laboratory work
in molecular biology and studying
gene regulation. In 1987, Benoit and
his family moved to Houston, Texas,
where he was Professor and Chair of
the Department of Molecular Genet-
ics at the University of Texas MD An-
derson Cancer Center. In 2019, Benoit
and his wife moved to Putney, where
they were welcomed by the Putney
Commons community and enjoyed
being closer to family. MEMORIAL IN-
FORMATION: Benoit was laid to rest
next to his wife in Dummerston Center
Cemetery on Dec. 11. Donations may
be made to the Michael J. Fox Founda-
tion (michaeljfox.org) or the Houston
Area Parkinson Society (hapsonline.
org). To share a memory or send
condolences to Benoit’s family, visit
atamaniuk.com.
5 = _ ¢ Nancy Lou
+ Farrell, 76, of
Vernon. Died
peacefully athome
with her family at
her side on Dec.
18,2022 following
: a period of declin-

ing health. Nancy was bornin Colches-
ter on May 4, 1946, the daughter of
Owen and Helen (McLaren) Hutchins.
She attended Brattleboro Union High
School and went on to graduate from
the Thompson School for Practical
Nursing, alongside her sister, Brenda,
where she received her LPN diploma.
She worked most of her career in
healthcare and was employed at Ma-
plewood Nursing Home in Westmo-
reland, New Hampshire, which she
retired from following 25 years of
faithful service and care at the facility.
Previously, she worked at Cedarcrest
Home for Children, then located in
Westmoreland. Prior to moving to Ver-
non 24 years ago, she was a longtime
resident of Putney. Nancy enjoyed
the outdoors, spending her time gar-
dening (both flowers and vegetables),
bird watching, reading, and going to
the beach. She loved the time shared
with her family, especially her grand-
children and great-grandchildren. She
was an excellent baker known for her
pies and rolls. Survivors include her
five children: Duane Farrell and wife
Lisa of Brookline, Travis Farrell and
his wife Tracey of Vernon, Trampas
Farrell and Brenda of Pittsfield, Mas-
sachusetts, Lisa Kemp of Vernon, and
Julie Acker and husband Nathan of
Thetford; brothers Jack, Daniel, and
Owen Hutchins; sisters Monica Mor-
ris and Elaine Greenwood; grandchil-
dren Nicholas, Andrew, and Alexander
Kemp, with whom she shared a home,
and Zoe Farrell, and Benjamin and
Ada Acker; and great grandchildren
Eira Leigh and Lucy Mae. Additionally,
she leaves many nieces and nephews.
Nancy was predeceased by brothers
Raymond and Glen Hutchins, sisters
Virginia Howard and Brenda Hatt, and
her beloved grandson, Trevor Farrell.
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: In keep-
ing with her final wishes, there are
no formal funeral services scheduled.

MILESTONES
Burths, deaths, and news of people from Windham County

Donations to the Maplewood Nursing
Home Nurse’s Fund, 201 River Rd.,
Westmoreland, NH 03467. To send
messages of e-condolence to the fam-
ily, visit atamaniuk.com.

i ¢ Jim Ferris,
68, of Brattleboro.
Died peacefully at
Albany (N.Y.) Medi-
cal Center on Dec.

. 24,2022.Born
\.; March 29, 1954 in

i ) Brattleboro, Jim
was the son of Ronald and Pauline
(Emmon) Ferris. He graduated from
Brattleboro Union High Schoolin 1972
and, upon graduation, worked as an
assistant superintendent for Dunham
Brothers, one of largest independent
footwear wholesalers at the time. Jim
later went on to Holyoke Community
College where he pursued an associ-
ate’s degreein radiologic technology.
He had a career as an x-ray technician
at Franklin Medical Center in Green-
field, Massachusetts, before going on
to work at Brattleboro Memorial Hos-
pital, from which he retired in 2014.
Jim built a life with his wife Vivian in
Brattleboro, where they spent many
weekends hosting family for barbe-
cues, nature walks, and bonfires on
their property. When Jim’s daughters,
nieces, and nephews were younger,
he used to tow them along for tractor
rides with his trusted dog Rusty follow-
ing close behind. Jim always had dogs
and cats and was the token animal
whisperer to any pet he encountered.
Jimwas fond of the outdoors. He en-
joyed fishing and hunting at family
camps and spending time at Spofford
Lake. Jim also loved spending time
with his cousins and extended family
attheir lake house in Maine where the
days were filled with outdoor games
and boating, and the evenings mak-
ing big potluck dinners while listen-
ing to their favorite old school rock
and roll tunes. As a lover of all things
outdoors, you could often find Jim
helping family and his dear friend Rz
out with landscaping projects around
their property and was generous with
offering his equipment and time to
others. Jim enjoyed being around
family and spent much of histime in
recent years visiting with his brothers
and sister who live close by. He en-
joyed the mere company of his family
and friends, reminiscing about the old
times. You could also catch Jim tun-
ing into his favorite baseball team, the
Boston Red Sox. If he wasn’t watch-
ing the game on TV, the radio would
always be on full blast with the game
playingin the background. Jimwasa
proud Vermonter who embraced ev-
erything New England had to offer.
Jimis survived by his four daughters:
Colleen Ferris of Brattleboro, Tara So-
kolich of Naples, Florida, Jen Ritchie
of Brattleboro, and Danielle Ritchie
of Hinsdale, New Hampshire. Jim is
also survived by brothers Tim Ferris
(Lorraine), Steve Ferris, and Rick Fer-
ris (Marcie), and sister Helayne Barrett
(Stephen) of Brattleboro. Jim was also
survived by his many grandchildren,
great grandchildren, nieces, nephews,
and cousins. Jimis predeceased by his
parents and his wife Vivian Ritchie. Me-
MORIAL INFORMATION: A celebration
of his life will be held in the spring. To
view an online tribute, leave a mes-
sage of condolence, or for more in-
formation, visit csnh.com.

* Roger Myrick French,
77, of Brattleboro. Died Dec. 14,
2022, at Hartford (Conn.) Hospital,
from complications of pneumonia
after having neglected his health for
too long. Roger was born in 1945 in
Bronxville, New York, and grew up

o
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Make a friend
for life.

WINDHAM COUNTY
HUMANE SOCIETY

PETS AVAILABLE

FOR ADOPTION

916 West River Rd,
Brattleboro, VT

802-254-2232

View pets at: wchs4pets.org

can during the session.

Webinar: "Why Does My Dog Do That?" with Janice Z Dog Training
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM

This 40-minute Zoom session will cover my most-asked behavior questions,
debunk a few myths, give you ideas for immediate help, and discuss when to
consult a professional. When you register, you'll have a chance to submit a
question you’ve been wondering about. I'll do my best to get to as many as |

100% of the $10 registration fee will go to support the work of the Windham
County Humane Society. The session will be recorded and available after-
wards, and is suitable for children.

To sign up, visit the events page at wchs4pets.org.

Hi, my name is Tanesi and | weigh
45 pounds! | will need a lot of
patience and understanding, but
once | get to know you | am sweet
and loving. | came from the south
as a stray and not much is known
about me. | love to play ball and
with rope toys. | may be able to live
with another dog my size. | am not

a fan of kids and should live in an adult only home. Cats
are a little too exciting for me and | like to chase them.
Please stop by and make my day by taking me home!

knows my breed would be recommended. | am
very loyal to my owners. If you want to know
more about me please call.

Hi, my name is Maggie!
» | 'am a sweet active dog
ll looking for a new home. |
j am currently in foster. My
ideal home would be one
4 without other animals
i} and would do best in a
home with kids 13+. An
experienced owner who

This space is graciously
sponsored by:

GUILFORD SOUND

guilfordsound.com
802-254-4511
info@guilfordsound.com

ST there and in Yon-
W kers,New York, the
“ oldest son of Ame-
. lia (McLean) and
= Roger P. French.
|\ Tl ! One of Roger’s

'§ early jobs was as

% /¥ auniondrywaller
working on the construction of the
World Trade Center. Always prefer-
ring to work more independently,
Roger was a salesman, usually of pa-
per and packaging products (think
Dunder-Mifflin, but without the hilar-
ity). Roger repeatedly postponed his
own education, career, and priorities
in order to provide or care for others
(think George Bailey, if you squint). In
his younger years, Roger was known
for his expertly waxed moustache
and the ability to discuss it for what
seemed like hours. He was a profi-
cient genealogist long before there
were computer databases. When
home computers did arrive, he was
thefirst on the block with a TI-99. His
final computer set up would have
been the envy of Gene Hackman’s
character in Enemy of the State, but
without a demolition feature (that
has yet been found, anyway). Roger
was as comfortable torturing a verse
of Puttin’ on the Ritz as he was man-
gling In-A-Gadda-Da-Vida. He was
a lifelong student of all things and
was rumored by some to have ac-
tually found more than one corner
of the internet. Roger was a lover of
gadgets (other than hearing aids), ar-
chaic trivia and sampling exotic foods
(but lived in fear of the dread allium).
In 2013, Roger relocated to Vermont
and stayed initially with his brother,
Walter French, and sister-in-law, Jodi
French, of Newfane, for a period of 8
weeks, 6 days and 13 hours. At Fair-
view Village, his idiosyncracies were
tolerated by neighbors and staff alike
and, it turns out, he was appreciated
by them far more than he probably
ever knew or imagined. Hardest hit
of all by the family curse of procrasti-
nation, he continued to spend years
contemplating the possibility of think-
ing about considering how to research
doing many things. MEMORIAL IN-
FORMATION: His family asks, among
Roger’s legacies, that one be to in-
spire others to get around to doingit,
whatever it is, before it’s too late and
to prepare an Advance Directive and
to have those tough conversations to
help guide loved ones. Otherwise you,
too, might get an obituary written like
this by your baby brother.

* Norman S. Grubb, 95, of
Sarasota, Florida. Died on Dec. 9,2022.
Hewasbornin Ridley Park, Pennsylva-
nia in 1927. Formerly of Collegeville,
Pennsylvania, Norman was a resident
of Salisbury, Maryland for 30 years
before relocating to Sarasota. Nor-
man graduated from Ridley Park High
School in 1947 and Bucknell Univer-
sity in 1952 with a degree in Mechani-
cal Engineering. Following graduation,
he pursued a long career in manage-
ment with Monsanto, Firestone, and
Piedmont Airlines, from which he re-
tired in 1998. He enjoyed listening to
jazz, playing the clarinet and being in-
volved in civicand community affairs.
Norman was preceded in death by his
parents, Joseph R. and Bertha Dietrich
Grubb; his wife of 51 years, Claire Hud-
son; and siblings Joseph and Marjorie.
He s survived by his children, Dianne
Copp (Robert) of Locust Valley, New
York and David Grubb (Patricia) of
Sarasota; grandchildren Christopher
Grubb, William Copp, and Hilary Copp;
and three great-grandchildren. MEMO-
RIAL INFORMATION: Norman will be
laid to rest with his wife at Morning-
side Cemetery in Brattleboro, where
services will be held in the spring. Do-
nations to The Children’s Fund at the
Community Foundation of the East-
ern Shore, 1324 Belmont Ave., Suite
401, Salisbury, MD 21801, cfes.org. To
share amemory or send condolences
isit atamaniuk.com.

3 * Teresa
Healy, 60, of
Brattleboro. Died
% peacefully athome
on Dec. 21, 2022
after five years of
living with cancer.
i She was born in
England, an Irish and a Canadian
citizen, and spent most of her life in
Ontario, Canada. Since 2016, she has
called Vermont home. She was anim-
migrant three times removed from the
land of rock, trees, and water. A politi-
cal scientist by training, she was the
author of Gendered Struggles Against
Globalisation in Mexico (Ashgate 2008/
Routledge 2020) and two edited col-
lections on Canadian politics, Harper
Record: 2006-2008 and Harper Record:
2008-2015. Most recently, Teresa was
completing a book, Bounded Solidar-
ity: The Many Faces of Conservatismin
Simcoe County, Ontario. As a student
of liberation theology, Teresa com-
pleted a volume of prayer, Prayerful:
A Year of Practice. Teresa was a well-
known singer-songwriter, steeped in
the Irish tradition. She recorded She
Pushed from Behind: Emily Murphy in
Story and Song and Tangled in Our
Dreams with her husband, Tom Jurav-
ich, with whom she performed. A poet
as well, she penned Spiralling: A year
in verse. Teresa worked for many years
in the Canadian labor movement,
including at the Canadian Union of
Public Employees (CUPE) and the Ca-
nadian Labour Congress (CLC). She
taught political economy at universi-
tiesin Canada and the United States,
including Trent University, Carleton

University, and at the School for Inter-
national Training (SIT). An avid baker,
she delighted family and friends with
cakes of all kinds, along with the flow-
ers, vegetables, and herbs that graced
many a gathering in the garden she
loved and cared for. Teresa is sur-
vived by her husband, Tom Juravich
of Brattleboro; Tom’s children Nich-
olas Juravich (Jean Seestadt), Mary
Kratz (Adam), and Guy Juravich; and
their grandchildren, Alden, Lily, Ben,
and Russel. Teresa is also survived by
her mother, Kay Healy of Tottenham,
Ontario; her sister Anne Healy (Gavin
Leeb and his sons Mitchell and Mat-
thew) of Toronto; her brother Christo-
pher Healy (Donna) of Tottenham; her
nieces Natasha, Ashley, Tristen, and
Kayla; her nephew Colin (Kristen); and
her great-nieces and nephew Ever-
leigh, Miguel and Sophia. Teresa was
predeceased by her dear brother Ste-
phen Healy (Sherry). Teresais also sur-
vived by many extended kin in Ireland
and England as well as dear friends
and loved ones in many places across
the globe. MEMORIAL INFORMATION:
An in-person and virtual service will
be held in a month near Tottenham,
Ontario. Details will follow. In lieu of
flowers, Teresa wishes that people do-
nate their time and money to causes
in their communities.

¢ Elizabeth Ann (Betsy)
Hutchins, 62, of Hinsdale, New
Hampshire. Died peacefully on Dec.
7,2022, after ashortillness. Betsy was
a graduate of Peabody (Mass.) High
School, and was an antique dealer in
New Hampshire for many years. She
enjoyed online word games, fishing,
and being with her friends and family.
She was predeceased by her parents,
Edwin and Doris (Donovan) Hutchins,
and her partner, Paula Renock. She
is survived by her loving companion,
Edel Byrne of Putney; siblings Do-
ris (David) Ahern and Edwin (Helen)
Hutchins, both of of Beverly, Mas-
sachusetts; and several nieces and
nephews, Renock family members,
and many good friends. MEMORIAL
INFORMATION: A celebration of her
life will be held in the springin the Hin-
sdale area. Donations to Brattleboro
Area Hospice, 191 Canal St., Brattle-
boro, VT 05301.

* John Gerald Lawlor III,
71, of Bellows Falls, died peacefully
at his home following a long struggle
with Parkinson’s Disease. John was
born Feb. 5, 1951 in Bellows Falls,
the son of John G. &Elizabeth (Stone)
Lawlor, Jr. He graduated in 1969 from
Bellows Falls High School and then
served in the Air Force. He was sta-
tioned in Maine, where he met his
beloved wife, Myra D. Milligan. The
couple were married in Bellows Falls
on June 17,1972, They moved to
Tampa, Florida, where John worked
in a motorcycle shop (motorcycles
being John’s second love!) They later
returned to Bellows Falls, where John
worked at and became manager of
Real to Reel in Walpole, New Hamp-
shire for more than 20 years. He also
held jobs at The Book Press, SEVCA,
Bearcraft Industries and H.A. Man-
ning. Among John’s favorite activities
were annual camping trips to Maine,
drumming and music, playing pool,
and entertaining. Friends will forever
miss John’s dry sense of humor. John
was predeceased by his parents, his
brother, Steven, and two sons, John IV
and Eric. Survivors include his wife of
50 years and siblings Donna (Steven)
Cenate, Brian (Andrea) Lawlor, Susan
Lawlor,and Jeff Lawlor. MEMORIAL IN-
FORMATION: A graveside service and
celebration of his life will be held in
the spring at atime to be announced.

* Mary R. McGrath, 87, of
Bellows Falls. Died on Dec. 21,2022, at
Sterling House in Bellows Falls. Mary
was born on Nov. 24, 1935 in Kelso,
Scotland, the daughter of the late
Thomas and Mary (Russell) Donald-
son. On Sept. 21,1962, in Edinburgh,
Scotland, she married Bernard B. Mc-
Grath, who predeceased her in 2015.
Mary is survived by her son Barton
McGrath and his wife Kim of Saxtons
River; onesister, Ann Jackson of Kelso,
Scotland; as well as six grandchildren.
Mary was predeceased by her son,
lan McGrath. MEMORIAL INFORMA-
T10N: Calling hours will take place on
Wednesday, Jan. 4,2023, from5to 7
p.m., at Fenton & Hennessey Funeral
Home, 55 Westminster St., Bellows
Falls. Donations to Buddy Walk, NDSS,
1155 15th St NW, Suite 540, Washing-
ton, DC20005.

e Harry
Charles Star-
key Jr., 76,
formerly of Brat-
tleboro. Died Dec.
25,2022, at Somer-
Rl ford Place in Hag-
A /7. erstown,Maryland.
He was born on Dec. 12,1946, in Brat-
tleboro, the son of Harry C. Starkey
Sr., and Sarah Louise Taylor Starkey.
Harry graduated from Brattleboro
Union High School in 1964. He at-
tended Vermont Technical College
and graduated in 1966. He then served
in the Vermont National Guard from
1967 to 1972. He also served in the
Army Reserve in 1973. Harry married
Linda Storme Gale on April 28, 1968,
at the Baptist Church in Brattleboro.
They were married for 54 years. Harry
worked for the state of Vermont in the
Soils Lab and the IT Department for
18 years. He then worked at the Re-
view & Herald Publishing Association
in Hagerstown, Maryland from 1985
until his retirement in 2018. There, he
began his career in the IT Department

and became the IT Director in Janu-
ary of 2002. Harry was baptized into
the Seventh-day Adventist Church on
May 5, 1980. He joined the SDA church
in Waynesboro, Pennsylvania after
moving to Hagerstown in 1985 and
served as a deacon and treasurer over
theyears. Harry was a lifelong Boston
Red Sox and New York Giants fan. He
loved watching games with his son,
Chris, and grandsons. Harry loved
his family and treasured vacations to
Walt Disney World and Bethany Beach.
His family was his number one prior-
ity,and he was a wonderful husband,
father, and Pa. Harry is survived by
his wife, Linda Storme Gale Starkey;
a son, Christopher Todd Starkey and
daughter-in-law Carrie Strider Star-
key of Waynesboro, Pennsylvania; a
daughter, Rebecca Ann Highbarger
and son-in-law Charles Leroy High-
barger, Jr., also of Waynesboro; a sis-
ter, Ann Starkey Devine of Eufaula,
Alabama; and a brother, Robert Allen
Starkey, Sr. of Elgin, South Carolina;
granddaughters Makenzie Grace High-
barger and Kassidy Paige Higbarger;
grandsons Nicholas Taylor Starkey
and Samuel Cooper Starkey; and
several nieces and nephews. MEMO-
RIAL INFORMATION:Afuneral service
was held Dec. 30 at the Williamsport
(Md.) Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Donations may be made to either the
Lewy Body Dementia Association, 912
Killian Hill Road, S.W., Suite 202C, Lil-
burn, GA 30047; or to the Children’s
House at Johns Hopkins, in care of
the Believe in Tomorrow Children’s
Foundation, 6601 Frederick Rd., Ca-
tonsville, MD 21228.
“. + Brenda
Lee Thomas,
63, of Brattle-
boro. Died on Dec
20,2022 at Brat-
tleboro Memorial
Hospital. Brenda
. _ wasthe daughter
of Clarence and Ruth Thomas and is
survived by siblings Brent Thomas of
Whitingham, Bruce Thomas of Brattle-
boro, and Bonnie Harvey of Florida;
daughter Katie Beam, granddaughter
Abby Beriner, and many nieces and
nephews and cousins who loved her
very much. Sadly, Brenda had been
fighting cancer for quite some time.
Shewasastrongindependent woman
who fought hard to be around for fam-
ily and friends, but cancer finally took
this beautiful soul. MEMORIAL INFOR-
MATION: There will be a ceremony to
be announced at a later date. All are
welcome.

* Patricia A.“Patti” Za-
rella, 67, of Putney. Died Dec. 2,
2022, with her family at her side, at
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Cen-
terin Lebanon, New Hampshire from
complications following a stroke.
Patti was born in Hyannis, Massa-
chusetts on Oct. 17, 1955, the daugh-
ter of Arlene (Ferreira) Whittaker. She
was raised and educated in Brockton,
Massachusetts, attending St. Patrick’s
Parochial School and graduating from
Brockton High School with the Class of
1973. On Oct. 23, 1982 at St. Colman
Catholic Churchin Brockton, she was
married to her best friend, Joseph W.
Zarella, who survives. She worked in
early childhood education and had
been employed at Landmark College
in Putney. For many years, she owned
and operated her own home daycare
program for area children. Previously,
Patti had been employed at the Put-
ney Day Care. She had a special place
in her heart for children and especially
loved infants. With her husband and
family, she attended the former Our
Lady of Mercy Church in Putney and
was a former communicant of St.
Colman Parish in Brockton. With her
husband, she was a member of the
Fraternal Order of Eagles, Brattle-
boro Aerie #2445, Patti was a faithful
and devoted wife and loving mother
and grandmother whose life centered
around her family. She took a special
interest in her children and their en-
deavors, never missing a sporting or
educational event. She enjoyed gar-
dening, both flower and vegetable,
socializing and spending time with
her family and friends, and traveling
with her husband. Cape Cod was one
of her favorite places to visit; she spent
her summers there as a child and con-
tinued to visit as an adult with her
family. Patti was a caring and giving
person who always put the needs of
her family before her own. She was a
strong woman who faced every chal-
lenge in her life with courage, dignity
and positivity. She was a source of in-
spiration to all and she will be deeply
missed by everyone whose lives she
touched. Besides her husband of 40
years, she leaves her three daugh-
ters, Joey Lynn Whittaker of Brockton,
Amanda Zarella of Putney, and Ashley
Zarella of Redondo Beach, California;
her mother, Arlene Whittaker of Brock-
ton; one brother, James Whittaker
of Brant Rock, Massachusetts; and
grandchildren Jayde Whittaker, and
Madison and Justin Maynard. Addi-
tionally, she is survived by numerous
nieces and nephews. Patti was prede-
ceased by her beloved grandparents,
Jesse and Rosemarie Ferreira, and
uncle, Gordon Ferreira. MEMORIAL
INFORMATION: Calling hours at Ata-
maniuk Funeral Home in Brattleboro
will be on Thursday, Jan. 5, from 4 to
6 p.m. Donations to Putney Fire &Res-
cue, P.0. Box 875, Putney, VT 05346; or
to Rescue, Inc., P.O. Box 593, Brattle-
boro, VT 05302.
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arts & community CALENDAR

Visual arts
and shows

PUTNEY "Elemental Abstractions:
Works on Paper" by Joe Norris:
Norris's paintings explore the area
between representational art and
total abstraction. Implying rather
than rendering, viewers are invited
to participate/engage with the
image. Through color, composition,
texture, he creates an essence, a feel
for a subject matter. With typogra-
phy, collage, graphic elements as

a starting point to develop under-
painting, plus transparent washes,
these elements suggest a previous
history adding to the sense of space/
visual depth.

> Open to the public during scheduled
performances in the theater and by
appointment.

> Through Monday, February 13.

> Next Stage Arts Project, 15 Kimball
Hill. Information: 802-387-0102;
nextstagearts.org.

BRATTLEBORO Palaver Strings:
"Painted Dreams" In Person (pre-
concert talk via Zoom): "Painted
Dreams" recalls sunnier times in the
depths of a New England winter. It
begins with Reena Esmail's "Nadiya
for Violin and Viola," continues

with subtle textures of Jeffrey
Mumford's string quartet, "A Veil of
Liquid Diamonds." An avid painter
and composer, Mumford's work is
"inspired by cloud imagery, sus-
pended structures splitting off and
recombining as analogous to the
formation of layers of simultaneous
musical development.

> 6:30-7:10 p.m.: BMC Artist-in-
Residence Ashleigh Gordon, one of the
night's performers, gives a pre-concert
talk in the BMC Recital Hall. She'll inter-
view composer Mumford via Zoom.

> 7:30 p.m.: Concert. Masking required.
> $20in advance, $25 at door.

> Brattleboro Music Center, 72 Blanche
Moyse Way. Information: Tickets: bmcvt.
org, 802-257-4523.

Instruction

BRATTLEBORO DIY Creme Fraiche
and Mascarpone Class: Make your
own mascarpone and creme fraiche.
Knowing how to make these two
cheeses helps prepare home cooks
for more complex recipes. Co-op
Educator Lisa will guide up to ten
students in making these sumptu-
ous probiotic spreads.

> 3-4:15p.m. Register by 1/5.

> Brattleboro Food Co-op Community
Room, 7 Canal St. Information: Register:
Education@BFC.coop.
Community
building

BRATTLEBORO Gift Exchange
Bingo!: Bring a wrapped gift that's
nice, useful, absurd, or homemade
and play B.I.N.G.0 to win a surprise
that someone else has offered. This
is a party to let go of things that may
serve others better. Perhaps good
fortune will prevail and you win
something you absolutely needed
and adore! Coffee, tea, treats that

are traditional for celebrating
Epiphany will be served.

> 6p.m.

> Free.

> Epsilon Spires, 190 Main St. Informa-
tion: RSVP: tinyurl.com/mrx4uy53.
Registration in advance appreciated.

Farmers' markets

BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro Winter
Farmers' Market: Weekly diverse
indoor farmers' market. Local farm
produce, meats, syrup, fresh baked
goods, fruits, cider, preserves,
handmade jewelry, pottery, soaps,
more. SNAP shoppers turn $10 into
$40 each week!

> 10a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays through
March 25 in the gymnasium.

> Through Saturday, March 25.

> Brattleboro Winter Farmers
Market, 60 Austine Dr. Information:
farmersmarket@postoilsolutions.
org, 802-275-2835.

Well-being
BRATTLEBORO Food Choices with
Robin Matathias: Whole Foods and
Fiber: Learn how the human body
acts like an ecosystem and how
imbalances can make us sick. Dis-
cover how to prevent the top killers
inthe US through diet and lifestyle
changes. We'll focus on eating whole
foods, identifying processed foods,
and incorporating more fiber in the
diet by making simple changes in
our daily food choices. We'll also
read and interpret ingredient labels.
> Register by 1/6.

> Free.

> Brattleboro Food Co-op Community
Room, 7 Canal St. Information: Register:
Education@BFC.coop.

SATURDAY conr.

Community
building

BRATTLEBORO Merry Mulch
Christmas Tree Collection Service
offered to Brattleboro residents:
Offered by the BUHS Music Dept.
for the 31st year and endorsed by
the VT Dept. of Agriculture as well
as the NH/VT Christmas Tree Assn.
Members of the band and chorus
will transport undecorated trees
from homes to a community garden
in West Brattleboro where they'll be
chipped into mulch to be used by
gardeners. Since the town doesn't
offer curbside pick-up of trees, this
saves residents the hassle of trans-
porting them.

> Pickups are also offered for 1/14
and 1/21.

> $10 donation.

> Brattleboro Union High School.
Information: All pick-ups must be pre-
arranged. Call at least two days prior

to your desired date: 802-579-2362 or
408-693-4588.

w. MARLBORO Winter Tree Explo-
ration: Come for an up-close look
at some of the area's winter trees.
Learn how to identify them without
the assistance of leaves. Each par-
ticipant will leave with a basic guide
to the buds and twigs of the area.
We'll be walking off trail but do not
expect to cover significant distances
due to the diversity of trees at the
Center.

> 1p.m. Meeting location: The
Museum's Mountainside Center - Adams
Cross Road in Marlboro, VT.

> Southern Vermont Natural History
Museum. Information: 802-464-0048,
vermontmuseum.org.

Ideas and
education

BELLOWS FALLS DNA Test Results
Meet the Family Tree (In-Person/
Zoom): "We'll focus on getting

the most from your test results

and how to best use features on a
company's website. Testing alone

is not enough. To be useful for
genealogy, a family tree needs to

be uploaded or created to connect
results of the person who took the
test to the profile card in their family
tree. Then, it's possible to connect
matches who are known relatives to
their tree profiles. Tools/enhance-
ments provide a way to sort matches
to identify common ancestors."

> 1la.m.-1p.m.

> Free.

> Rockingham Free Public Library, 65
Westminster St. More info: windham-
countygig@gmail.com Register: forms.
gle/D5X6wDAhdt36bbJw9 Zoom links
will be emailed to registrants.

Film and video

PUTNEY Film Screening, "The
Reverend," and Concert featuring
Rev. Vince Anderson & His Love
Choir: Film follows the spiritual/
musical journey of Rev. Anderson.
After coming to NY in the '90s to
enter the seminary, he followed

his second calling - music. With his
band, The Love Choir, he's played

a weekly show for over 20 years.
Connecting again with his faith and
intense soulful music, he began

to preach spirituality that meets
people where they are: He's deeply
involved in social activism, working
with progressive faith leaders to
build inclusive communities.

> 2p.m. Featuring Questlove and
members of TV On The Radio, "The Rev-
erend" is a rocking concert film and an
intimate portrait of Rev. Vince's inspiring
personal and spiritual life. Q&A with
director Nick Canfield follows screening.
Next Stage provides beer, wine, cocktail
cash bar.

> $20in advance, $24 at door.

> Next Stage Arts Project, 15

Kimball Hill. Information: Tickets:
nextstagearts.org.

Music

BELLOWS FALLS Jake Swamp

and The Pine plus Derek Sensale:
Co-headline matinee concert with
Americana Act of the Year nominee
Jake Swamp and The Pine plus
Derek Sensale. Jake Swamp and
The Pine is Drew Zieff: one guy with
a guitar, a voice, foot-stomping per-
cussion, gumption. His live shows
seamlessly ebb and flow between
the energy of a full band and the
intimacy of a singer-songwriter
with songs ranging from powerful
acoustic anthems to knee-slapping
hoedowns to slow and somber
waltzes.

> 3p.m. Limited seating. Event re-
corded and filmed. Check CoVid protocol.
> $12in advance, $15 at door.

> Stage 33 Live, 33 Bridge St. Informa-
tion: 802-289-0148; stage33live.com.
Community
building

W. BRATTLEBORO "The Gift of
Growing Edges" (In-Person/
Zoom): Theatre Adventureis a
resident thespian group dedicated
to empowerment through theater
arts for individuals with disabilities.
During the service, we offer an
"insider's view" of our work, inviting
the congregation to actively engage
with the process of change, learning,
growing. Theatre Adventure actors
and directors will share the personal
journey of shining light on one's
growing edge within the encour-
agement and care of an inclusive
theater arts community.

> 10a.m.

> All Souls Unitarian Universalist
Church, 29 South St. Information: Zoom:
Go to ascvt.org Sunday shortly before
10a.m.

Dance

BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro School
of Dance - Take Classes for Free
this Week!

> Open to anyone.

> Through Thursday, January 12.

> Brattleboro School of Dance, 181-183
Main St. Information: 802-451-6482.

The written word

"Finding the Golden Fleece:
Writing Our Archetypal Journeys"
with Writer/Journalist Elayne Clift
(Online): What do heroic literary
figures like King Arthur and Harry
Potter, or real-life people like Harriet
Tubman and Harriet Beecher Stowe,
have in common? They have a great
story to tell. Each has been on an ar-
chetypal journey - a heroic explora-
tion, full of adventure, fraught with
risk, ultimately rich with reward.
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TUESDAY conr.

With that as a framework for memoir
writing, we'll explore our archetypal
journeys as we reach for the "Golden
Fleece" in our lives while enhancing
our writing skills.

> 7-8:30 p.m. Offered by the Putney
Public Library.

> Free.

> Online. Information: Register:
emily@putneylibrary.org.

Kids and families

GUILFORD Storytime: "We begin
anew year of Storytime. A special
time for young children to engage
with literature. Babies spend time
cuddling while being read to. Older
children discover new friends and
new worlds. (They sometimes
cuddle, too.) Parents get to spend
some time with other parents of
young children. Get set for a rollick-
ing good time."

> 2-3p.m. weekly on Tuesdays.

> Free.

> Guilford Free Library, 4024 Guilford
Center Rd. Information: 802-257-4603;
guilfordfreelibraryvt.org,

Well-being
BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro
Walk-In Clinic: Primary medical
treatment for patients ages 18 to 64
in our community who do not have
health insurance or who cannot
afford their high deductibles or
co-insurance.

> 5-6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.

> Brattleboro Walk-In Clinic, 191
Clark Ave. Information: 802-251-8484;
brattleborowalkinclinic.com.
Visual arts

and shows

PUTNEY "The Moment After:
Recent Watercolors by Finn Camp-
man": This series of landscape wa-
tercolors shows detailed, intimate,
luminous watercolors of landscapes
in Putney and nearby. One sees a
certain personal attention to light
and time in which the land is ren-
dered timeless. Campman: "There
are certain cherished moments
when I'm offered the possibility

of simply letting the world 'settle’
on my senses. Discernment is un-
necessary for only in the state of
simple openness can this 'settling'
manifest."

> Exhibit hours: Mon., Wed., Fri.: 10:30
a.m.-6 p.m. Sat.: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Sign

up for the Putney Library newsletter

for latest announcements: https://
putneylibrary.org/sign-up-for-our-email-
newsletter.

> Through Saturday, February 25.

> Free.

> Putney Public Library, 55 Main

St. Information: 802-387-4407;
putneylibrary.org/events.

Community
building

BRATTLEBORO Parenting 4
Justice - Monthly Book Group:
Dive deep into the topics of Social
Justice, Parenting for Social Justice,
Parenting for Racial Justice, Parent-
ing for Economic Justice, Parenting
for Disability Justice, Parenting for
Gender Justice, and Parenting for
Collective Liberation. Facilitated by
Abby Mnookin. Snacks provided; we
also hope to offer childcare.

> 6-8 p.m. monthly, 2nd Wednesday.
To sign up/have questions, email Abby
at asmnookin@gmail.com. Some copies
of "Parenting 4 Social Justice" by Abby
Mnookin are available for loan from the
library, can be purchased at Everyone's
Books, or online. Hosted by Brooks
Memorial Library and Parenting for
Social Justice.

> Free.

> Brooks Memorial Library, 224

Main St. Information: 802-254-5290;
brookslibraryvt.org.

BELLOWS FALLS ""How can we
make our town safer and more
welcoming to walkers and
cyclists?" (In-Person/Zoom): Pre-
senters/attendees alike will consider
this headline question. Among the
organizations represented are: BF
Community Bike Project, Windham
County Trails Alliance, Monadnock
Region Rail Trail Collaborative,
Bellows Falls Downtown Develop-
ment Assn., Town of Rockingham's
Economic Development Dept., Bel-
lows Falls Historical Society. Forum
sponsored by the Rockingham Walk-
Bike Committee, an advisory group
empaneled by the Select Board.

> 6 p.m. top floor meeting room.

> Free and open to the public.

> Rockingham Free Public Library, 65
Westminster St. Zoom: Go to rocking-
hamlibrary.org and click on Rockingham
Walk-Bike Forum Zoom link. More info:
Rick Cowan: rickcowan@rockbf.org ,
802-869-1681.

Community meals

DUMMERSTON Senior Lunch at
Evening Star Grange (All are wel-
come); This week's menu includes
meatloaf, vegetarian meatloaf,
mashed potatoes and gravy, mari-
nated carrots and pineapple upside
down cake for dessert.

» 12 noon: 1n-house meal served.
11:30-1 p.m.: Take-outs. Reservations
strongly suggested so we make enough
food for everyone.

> $3for ages 60 and over and $4 for
younger folks is suggested.

» Evening Star Grange, 1008 East-West
Rd. Information: Call 802-254-1138

and leave your name, phone number,
number of meals you would like.

Film and video
PUTNEY NXT: Rockumentary Film
Series: Springsteen on Broadway
(2018): Bruce Springsteen shares

WEDNESDAY conr.

personal stories from his life and
acoustic versions of some of his
best-known songs in an intimate
one-man show.

> 7-9:30p.m.

> $10suggested donation.

> Next Stage Arts Project, 15 Kimball
Hill. Information: 802-387-0102;
nextstagearts.org.

10 submait your
event: calendar@
commonsnews.org

Deadline:
5 p.m. Friday

Visit
commonshews.org

for more listings
with more details

NOW
PLAYING

at the

MOVIES

LATCHIS

THEATRE
latchis.com | 802.246.1500
JANUARY 6-12
AVATAR: THE WAY
OF WATER
DAILY MATINEES ~ 3:30 PM
NIGHTLY 7PM
EMPIRE OF LIGHT
DAILY MATINEES ~ 3:50 PM
NIGHTLY 6:50 PM
PUSS IN BOOTS:
THE LAST WISH
DALY MATINEES 4 PM
NIGHTLY 6:45 PM
M3GAN
DAILY MATINEES 355 PM
NIGHTLY 6:55 PM

At Brattleboro Hearing Center, your
hearing healthcare is our top priority.
Our Doctors of audiology keep up
with the latest technology and our
research-driven practices provide
the best possible outcomes in the
treatment of hearing loss.
We're proud to offer personalized,
patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
www.BrattleboroHearing.com

SECREST

DARROW 16

AttornestONATHAN D. SECREST
and AMELIA W.L. DARROW
formerly of Windham Law

Continuing to practice probate administration,
estate planning, long term care Medicaid
planning with a focus on asset preservation
and probate avoidance.

Located on the grounds of the former Austine School, now Winston Prouty.

(802) 251-6598

secrestdarrow. com

Warm M(’a/ w«')(%/ ﬁw Co—ol@.'

TEAS from Equal
Exchange, Rishi, Numi,
Organic India, Tazo,
Good Earth, Traditional
Medicinals, Yogi, Taylors,
Twinings, PG Tips,
and many more!

f 4

EXERYONE 5 \WELCOME!

HOT COCOA & CHAI
from Lake Champlain
Chocolates, Equal
Exchange, Swiss Miss,
Oregon Chai, Chai Wallah
and more!

SOUPS from Amy'’s, Health
Valley, Pacific, Kettle & Fire,
Imagine, Field Day, Progresso,
Campbell’s, Oceans Halo, Bar
Harbor, & BFC-Made Soups,
Fresh Daily!

BRATTLEBOROFOOD CO-OP

Mon-Sat 8-8, Sun 9-8 * 2 Main Street, Brattieboro

@ BFC.coop * 802-257-0236
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Palaver Strings offers ‘Painted Dreams' at BMC

BRATTLEBORO—The
Brattleboro Music Center’s
Season Guest Series welcomes
back Palaver Strings on Friday,
Jan. 6. Included will be a pre-
concert Meet the Composer talk
from 6:30 to 7:10 in the BMC re-
cital hall with Artist-in-Residence
Ashleigh Gordon.

Gordon will interview one of
the composers of the evening’s
offerings, Jeffrey Mumford, via
Zoom.

Titled “Painted Dreams,”
the Jan. 6 concert recalls sun-
nier times in the depths of a
New England winter. It begins
with Reena Esmail’s “Nadiya for
Violin and Viola,” and continues
with Mumford’s string quartet,
“a veil of liquid diamonds.” An
avid painter as well as a composer,
Mumford writes that his work is
“inspired by cloud imagery, sus-
pended structures that continu-
ally split off and recombine as
analogous to the formation of
layers of simultaneous musical
development.”

The concert concludes with
“Souvenir de Florence,” Op. 70,
written by Tchaikovsky on one of
his visits to Italy. “This epic piece
is full of dashing escapades, ro-
mantic sentiments, and nostalgia
for home, drawing on both Italian
themes and the Russian melodies

of Tchaikovsky’s homeland,” say
organizers.

Performers include Brianna
Fischler, Maya French, Ashleigh
Gordon, Domenic Salerni,
Matthew Smith, and Nathaniel
Taylor.

Palaver Strings is a musician-
led string ensemble and nonprofit
organization based in Portland,
Maine. Founded in 2014, Palaver
has established itself as a forward-
thinking ensemble whose mission
is to strengthen and inspire com-
munity through music.

According to the artists’ web-
site, in a musician-led model,
“Palaver’s musicians share artis-
tic and administrative leadership,
guided by a passion for engaging
new audiences, addressing social
justice issues, and amplifying
underrepresented voices. Each
year, Palaver presents a full se-
ries of live performances featur-
ing diverse musical programming,
cross-genre projects, and commu-
nity collaborations.”

The 7:30 p.m. concert will be
held at the BMC. Tickets are $20
in advance, $25 at the door, and
are available through the BMC
website at bmevt.org or by call-
ing 802-257-4523. Please note
BMC concert attendance requires
masking for all attendees.

IRENE HAUPT (LEFT); ROBERT TORRES (RIGHT)

Composer Jeffrey Mumford will speak in a pre-concert
Zoom discussion with BMC Artist-in-Residence

Ashleigh Gordon.

Palaver Strings

CHRISTINA WNEK

PUTNEY—Next Stage Arts
in Putney is receiving $4,000
in grant funds from AARP
Vermont, one of six grants
awarded to Vermont communi-
ties to initiate or enhance win-
ter placemaking demonstration
projects.

The projects focus on creating
or reinventing public spaces to
improve safety, accessibility, and
overall appeal on a temporary
or permanent basis. Proposals
from Burlington, Rutland, White
River Junction, Mendon, Putney,
and Swanton were selected from
dozens of applications for the

initiative.

Next Stage Arts says it will
use the grant to create an engag-
ing outdoor art exhibition for the
50-and-over community on the
maintained Putney Forest trails.
The group will also hold walks
and snowshoeing treks through
the exhibit. A warming shelter
with hot drinks and snacks will
be available for participants.

This is the sixth year of AARP
Vermont’s Placemaking Grant
Program, which aims to spear-
head demonstration project
efforts that will help build mo-
mentum for long-term livability

AARP awards grant to Next Stage Arts

improvements with an empha-
sis on the needs of adults age 50
and over.

“This is an opportunity for six
Vermont communities to take
quick actions that can lead to a
critical spark for longer-term
progress,” Kelly Stoddard Poor
of AARP Vermont said in a news
release. “We know that simple
modifications can powerfully al-
ter the health, economic, social,
and ecological value of a com-
munity and when community
members and local officials can
see Or experience a new or revi-
talized space, they are better able

to understand what is possible and
how it can improve their commu-
nity. Projects like these have led
to exciting new improvements in
communities across the state and
country.”

In support of these projects,
AARP Vermont says it will pro-
vide technical assistance and pub-
licity strategy, and assist project
leaders in engaging with other lo-
cal, regional or state partner or-
ganizations that can contribute to
their success.

Yermont
Country Deli

e

436 Western Ave., Brattleboro, Vermont
(802) 257-9254 « Open 8am-6pm Daily
www.vermontcountrydeli.com

Vermont Products * Gifts * Gourmet to Go
Cold outside?
Warm up with our

homemade soups!

Be Sure To Check Our Full Program Schedule @ brattieborotv.org

Jan. 2-8
CHANNEL 1078

Sing Nowell - Songs & Carols for
Midwinter and Christmastide:
Wed 11a, Thurs 1:30p, Sun 5:30p
Here We Are with guest Ken Burns
- Filmmaker: Mon 8p, Tues 10a,
Thus 12p, Sat 9p

Brooks Memorial Library Events -
Buddha as Political Actor 11/16/22:
Mon T1a, Fri 9:40p

Keeping Up with Senior Solutions
- Ep 25 - Sharing Housing
Interviews with Annamarie
Pluhar: Tues 12:30p, Thurs 10:45p
Mitchell Giddings Fine Art - Brian
D. Cohen and Chard DeNiord: Mon
5:45p, Thurs 10:30a, Sat 9:30p

The World Fusion Show - Ep 142 -
Pablo DeReyes: Wed 1p, Fri 3:30p,
Sun 9:30p

Brattleboro Literary Festival -
Nancy Rubin Stuart: Tues 6p,Thur
10:30p

Media Mentoring Project - The
Power of Cartoons: Mon 10p, Thur
9a, Fri 5:30p, Sun 1:30p

Around Town with Maria - The
Brattleboro Christmas Tree
Lighting 12/2/22: Mon 1p, Thurs
10pm, Sun 6:30a

Vermontitude - Weekly Episode:
Tue. 11:30a & 6:30p, Wed. 6:00a, Thu.
1:00p, Sat. 12:00p, Sun. 5:00p

WTSA News: Mon-Fri. 12:00p &
6:00p

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church -
Weekly Service: Wed. 2:00p, Sun.
11:00a

Calvary Chapel of the West River
Valley - Weekly Service: Tue. 9:00a,
Fri. 7:00a, Sun.10:00a

Trinity Lutheran Church - Weekly
Service: Wed. 10:00a, Sun. 3:00p

Guilford Community Church -
Weekly Service: Wed. 6:30a, Sun.
8:00a

St. Michael’s Catholic Church
Mass: Sat. 4:00p (LIVE), Tue. 6:45a
&2:00p

PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS

PLEASE NOTE NEW CHANNEL NUMBERS!

LOCAL

CHANNEL 1079

Fall 2022 Landmark College
Commencement: Tues 10a, Wed
7:45p, Sun 4a

Brattleboro Selectboard Mtg.
12/21/22: Mon 11:45a, Tues 6p, Wed
Tp

VT Nuclear Decommissioning
Citizens Advisory Panel Mtg.
12/12/22: Fri 6:15p, Sat 1a

Putney Selectboard Mtg. 12/14/22:
Sat12:30p

Brattleboro Development Review
Board Mtg. 12/21/22: Mon 3:30p,
Tues 5:30a, Sun 12p

Windham Central Supervisory
Union 11/16/22: Fri 8:45p, Sat 5p,
Sun 9p

River Valleys Unified School
District Bd Mtg. 12/19/22: Tues
3:40a, Thurs 93, Sat 8p

Newfane Selectboard Mtg.
12/19/22: Wed 6p, Frila, Sun 7a

Guilford Selectboard Mtg. 12/12/22:
Sat 3p, Sun 10:30p

Windham Elementary School
Bd Mtg. 12/20/22: Mon 9:30p, Fri
10:30p, Sat 10:45p

Windham Southeast School
District Bd Mtg. 12/20/22: Tues
12:55p, Thur 5p

Vernon Selectboard Mtg. 12/20/22:
Tues 11:55a, Thurs 1:30a

Windham Southeast Supervisory
Union Bd Mtg. 12/21/22: Fri 5:15p,
Sat 9a, Sun 7:45p

Brattleboro Housing Partnerships
Board Mtg. 12/19/22: Tues 10p,
Thurs 12:35p, Sun 4p

Energy Week with George Harvey
& Tom Finnell: Mon. 9:00a, Tue.
5:00p, Wed. 12:00p, Thu. 10:30a,
Sun. 11:00a

The David Pakman Show: Mon.
8:00a, Tue. 9:00a, Wed. 5:00p, Fri.

Note: Schedule subject to change.
View full schedule and watch online at
brattleboroTV.org

BCTV's Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons. BCTV's
municipal meeting coverage helps Commeons reporters stay in touch.

Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.org.

Brattleboro Community Television —257-0888

10:30a, Sun. 5:00p

Townshend Historical Society awarded Save America’s
Treasures grant for restoration of Stone Arch Bridge

TOWNSHEND—The
Townshend Historical Society
has been awarded a $221,000 Save
America’s Treasures grant from
the national Historic Preservation
Fund, to be administered by
the National Park Service of
the Department of the Interior.
Together with a matching sum
raised by the Historical Society
and the town of Townshend, the
grant will partly fund restoration
of the West Townshend Stone

“My first visit to an ER and it was all positive.
~ Frank Biolsi, Brookline, VT

CGraceCottage

FAMILY HEALTH & HOSPITAL

185 Grafton Rd, Townshend, VT
gracecottage.org * 802-365-7357

Arch Bridge.

The West Townshend Stone
Arch Bridge carries Back
Windham Road across Tannery
Brook at the east edge of West
Townshend village. Local farmer
and self-taught stone mason
James Otis Follett constructed
the bridge in 1910. With its span
of 37 feet, it holds the distinction
of being the longest dry stone
arch bridge built by Follett in
Townshend and the last bridge

”

that he built before his death in
1911.

While its arch remains struc-
turally sound and it continues to
carry local traffic, erosion over the
years caused by runoff, freezing
and thawing, and, more recently,
use by heavy vehicles, has caused
serious structural damage to its
foundation and walls.

The restoration process will
be carried out by a team of cer-
tified dry stone masons using the
same techniques as the original
builder. The project’s goals are
to restore one of the town’s his-
toric treasures and to give the
bridge another hundred years of

useful life. The total cost of the
project, slated to begin in spring
of 2024, is estimated at $800,000.
As of this date, $250,000 remains
to be raised.

Questions and comments about
this Save America’s Treasures
grant, the preservation project,
and continued fundraising may be
directed to Townshend Historical
Society at info@townshendvt.org
or PO. Box 202, Townshend, VT
05353.

For more information about
the West Townshend Stone Arch
Bridge and Townshend’s five
other stone arch bridges, visit
townshendvt.org.

Film screening, concert
at Next Stage features
Rev. Vince Anderson

& His Love Chowr

PUTNEY—Next Stage Arts
presents a screening of The
Reverend, a documentary feature
film, followed by a discussion
with director Nick Canfield, on
Saturday, Jan. 7, at 2 p.m. The
subjects of the film, the Rev.
Vince Anderson and his band,
known as The Love Choir, will
perform at Next Stage later that
day at 7:30 p.m.

“Monday nights in Brooklyn
are world-famous because of
Reverend Vince and His Love
Choir,” Next Stage executive di-
rector Keith Marks said in a news
release. “He’s the musician of the
musicians of New York, attract-
ing a packed house every Monday

FACILITIES COORDINATOR
B (52,000 HIRING BONUS!)

Early Education Services is seeking a Facilities Coordinator who is a

highly motivated, self-starter with working knowledge and experience

in maintaining public buildings and grounds to join our Facilities Team.

Our ideal candidate will have an eye for detail, motivation, desire and

SERVICES

ability to reliably maintain clean and safe environments for our young

children and their families. Basic computer knowledge and experience

is required. Must have a valid driver’slicense and pass a Criminal
Record Check before hire. $15.00 to $19.75/hour, commensurate
with experience.

Submit resume and letter of interest to: eesjobs@wsesdvt.org
with Facilities Coordinator in the subject line or mail to:
Business Operations Manager, Early Education Services
130 Birge Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301
Early Education Services is an equal opportunity employer.
We encourage applicants who could add diversity to our educational community.
The Windham Southeast School District (WSESD)/Windham Southeast Supervisory Union (WSESU)
is an increasingly diverse community with an ongoing commitment to social justice and anti-racism.
We are looking for enthusiastic professionals to join us in furthering this work.

WWW.WSesu.org/socjus

night with a who’s who list of at-
tendees dancing. This has been a
dream of ours to bring this docu-
mentary film of him, followed by
Vince and the Love Choir.”

The band, which defines its
style as “dirty gospel,” features
trumpets, guitars, and keyboard
every week for performances in
the Williamsburg neighborhood
of Brooklyn, New York.

The Reverend follows the spir-
itual and musical journey of
Anderson. After coming to New
York in the 1990s to study to be
a Methodist minister, he dropped
out to follow his second calling —
music. With The Love Choir, he
has playedweekly for more than
20 years.

Reconnecting with his faith
and using his “intense soulful
music,” he began to preach a
type of spirituality that “meets
people where they are, that is
open to all, and that moves ev-
eryone who sees him play,” says
the news release. Reverend Vince
“is also deeply involved in social
activism, working with other
progressive faith leaders at home
and around the country to build
inclusive communities.”

The 86-minute concert film
was filmed over several years and
features Questlove and members
of TV On The Radio.

Next Stage is located at 15
Kimball Hill in downtown
Putney. Tickets are $20 in ad-
vance, $24 at the door and are
available at nextstagearts.org. For
information, call 802-387-0102.
Next Stage will provide a beer,
wine, and cocktail cash bar for
the evening concert.
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Vermonters
support
trapping?

Not so

fast.

The state’s biased, skewed

survey does not

represent

Vermonters’ actual attitudes
about trapping, an inhumane
and completely unnecessary
recreational activity

Brattleboro
ECENTLY, THE
Vermont Fish and
Wildlife Department
fielded a survey on
Vermonters’ attitudes to-
wards trapping.

Despite spending $45,000
on this survey — more than
twice the revenue gener-
ated through trapping li-
censes each year in the state
— documents obtained via a
public records request show
that the Department seemed
more interested in advancing
a pro-trapping agenda than in
genuinely understanding the
public’s attitudes.

Despite this bias, with
vaguely worded survey ques-
tions, the results still reveal
that most Vermonters oppose
trapping,

The survey didn’t clar-
ify what types of trapping
the questions were referring
to, so respondents answered
without knowing whether
the survey was asking about
live-capture cage traps (like
Havahart traps), leg-hold
traps, or body-crushing
kill traps (such as Conibear
traps).

This confusion skews re-
sponses because some re-
spondents approve of trap
use if animals accidentally
caught can be released or, if
not released, if the animals

LISA JABLOW

1s a board member of
Protect Our Wildlife
(protectourwildlifevt.
org), a statewide advo-
cacy nonprofit based in
Stowe.

die quickly.

However, the traps that
the Department regulates
are almost exclusively either
leg-hold or body-crushing
kill traps that rarely offer the
ability to release animals un-
harmed or ensure quick kills.

Leg-hold traps generate
such pain and fear that ani-
mals will chew through their
paws to escape; others are
preyed upon while immobi-
lized and suffer injuries not
visible to the naked eye, such
as dislocations and severed
tendons.

Body-crushing kill traps
often don’t kill instantly
when the trap slams shut on
the animal’s head or tail in-
stead of the neck.

And in terms of releasing
a wild animal uninjured from
a leg-hold trap, imagine try-
ing to release a bobcat from
such a trap without injuring
the animal or yourself in the
process. We suspect most of

W SEE SURVEY, B2
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LUCA MNOOKIN,
BRATTLEBORO

Ilove otters,
and I hope
that you

do, too

MAGINE YOU are walking
near a river and you see a
river otter playing in the
water, twisting and turning,
It is a few feet long, maybe 2 to
3 feet. Sleek and dark, tumbling
over others of its kind. It looks

LV

DMITRY AZOVTSEV/DAPHOTO.INFO, VIA WIKIPEDIA

North American river otters

Fifth graders on otters and trapping

like it’s dancing!

Believe it or not, these ot-
ters are in danger of getting
trapped.

Hi, my name is Luca, and I
am a fifth grader at Academy
School. We have been studying
Vermont river otters for about
a month, and we have learned
a lot.

We have also been learn-
ing about trapping otters in
Vermont, where the trapping
season goes from late October
until the end of March. You do
need a license to trap Vermont
otters, but that does not make
trapping any better. Trapping
otters is wrong,

* Traps are very dangerous
for pets and other wild animals,
and it is the same for otters.

Otters are also trapped in traps
intended for other animals, such
as beaver.

« If a trapper traps a mother
otter, her pups will die because
they cannot live without their
mother bringing them food.

* Most of the bait used is fish
(which many animals like), and
when the otter or other ani-
mal goes in to get the fish, it is
killed, and its pelt is not always
even used.

Otters are a very important
species to their ecosystem, and
if they disappear, the ecosystem
will be unbalanced.

« Otters eat about 25% of
their body weight per day!
Their main diet includes fish,
frogs, crayfish, turtles and mus-
sels, which help the ecosystem

balance.

Otters are very interesting
animals.

* A river otters’ lifespan is
eight to 10 years in the wild,
and about 25 years in captivity.

+ Otters can live in the winter
when the water is frozen. They
can breathe through cracks in
the ice and sometimes even take
over old unused beaver lodges!

« Otters live in holes, river-
banks, and hollow logs near
wetlands, streams, rivers,
ponds, and shallow lakes.

* Otters are very resourceful,
but that cannot help them when
it comes to traps.

Otters are very important to
the ecosystem and to me, and
learning about people trapping

B SEE SURVEY, B2
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A sign with the slogan “Woman, Life, Freedom” — in English and both
central and northern Kurdish — appears at a rally in Canada in October.

Inset: Gilbert Stuart’s portrait of Abigail Adams.

.. Whereis Abiganl Adams in
today’s political discourse?

Misogyny is at its most extreme because
powerful men simply cannot abide a world in
which women too are powerful, whether in their
homes, communities, states, or countries

Brattleboro

N ALL THE TALK about en-

croaching autocracy in the

United States and else-

where, politicians, pundits,
media personalities, and oth-
ers need to remember the words
and wisdom of the revolution-
ary second first lady, Abigail
Adams, who admonished her
husband to “remember the
ladies.”

Another first lady, Hillary
Rodham Clinton, echoed her
predecessor in a recent CNN
interview with Christiane
Amanpour when she called out
the absence of misogyny in var-
ious analyses of forces at work
when countries descend into au-
tocracies and dictatorships.

She was right to do so.

ELAYNE
. = =) CLIFT (elayne-
W= | clift.com) has
. \[\“ @ written about
ﬁ'& N women, poli-
tics, and social issues from
the earliest days of this
newspaper.

IN THE GROWING discourse
about various factors that pre-
vail when democracies slide into
autocracy, white supremacy,
race, class, and caste quickly
rise to the surface as identifi-
able and frightening factors.
But not a word is uttered about
the systemic oppression of
women, which has been part of
W SEE POLITICAL MISOGYNY, B2
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Greenwood Country
Realtors

Buyer demand is still soaring!

Get in touch today for tips on getting
your home ready for the market.

Let Us Help You Reach Your Real Estate Dreams!

Brattleboro: 802-254-6400 ¢ Dover: 802-464-8900 ¢ www.berkleyveller.com
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B Otters

otters has made an impact on
me. I hope people will stop
trapping them soon.

Otters are an important part
of their ecosystems, and hu-
mans are just killing for their
fur or just for fun. I do not
think it should be legal to trap
river otters in Vermont. I hope
you will agree and take ac-
tion to help stop trapping ot-
ters in Vermont. You can start
by writing to the Vermont
Fish & Wildlife Department
(fwinformation@vermont.gov)
and telling them how you feel.

Otters deserve to be free
and not to be in danger of be-
ing trapped. I love otters, and I
hope that you do, too.

Luca Mnookin is a fifth grader
at the Academy School in
Brattleboro.

ELSA ANDERS,
BRATTLEBORO

Help protect
Vermont
river otters
from

trapping

HEN I was walk-
ing on a trail at
Sweet Pond with
my grandmother
and my sibling, I saw an otter
just barely peeking its head over
arock. It was an incredible ex-
perience that I hope I will get
to repeat — but I am worried I
won’t be able to.

Hi, my name is Elsa. I am 10
years old. I would like to talk
to you about the river otters we
have here in Vermont.

About 900 licensed people
trap and kill furbearers every
trapping season. Trapping sea-
son stretches all the way from
Oct. 22 through March 31
which is a good part of the year.
Because licenses are only $23,
people can actually make money
by trapping otters and selling
their pelts.

Otters are very important to
their ecosystems because they
help to keep the population of
primary consumers down so
that there are plenty of produc-
ers. Without otters there would
be way too many fish (such as
rainbow trout), mussels, cray-
fish, frogs, turtles, and insects.
That would make many things
tip out of balance.

River otters are also very fun
to have around. They are inter-
esting, cute, and playful and you
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don’t get to see them very often
— an otter can close its ears and
nose so water does not get in
and stay underwater. They live
in wetlands, swamps, streams,
and large ponds. It would be a
shame to lose them.

Traps not only Kill otters but
they hurt them and their eco-
systems. If a trap does not im-
mediately kill an otter, it often
will die in an even more grue-
some way.

If the trap is underwater, the
otter will most likely drown,
and if the trap is on land it will
either starve or more likely be
killed directly by a human. This
may include strangling, blud-
geoning, and drowning, which
are all legal. There are no laws
against placing traps in state
parks, national wildlife refuges,
and even some private land
(with permission of the prop-
erty owner).

Non-targeted wild animals
are sometimes accidentally
caught in traps as well as cats,
dogs, and other pets. Imagine
walking your dog on a public
trail and having it get stuck in
a body-gripping kill trap. You
would have to watch it die —
there’s nothing you could do.

Otters are not the only im-
portant animal being trapped.
If too many other wild crea-
tures are trapped it could cause
additional problems. Hunters
are not required to record what
they accidentally trap so we
don’t have much information
about how many non-targeted
species are caught.

Traps can also end up sepa-
rating mothers and pups be-
cause during trapping season
mothers are often out playing or
hunting while the babies aren’t
old enough to leave their dens
and burrows. If the mother gets
killed, the pups probably won’t
survive because the dads don’t
take care of them until they are
older and the pups rely on their
mother’s milk before they can
see or swim.

Although bobcats and coy-
otes are both threats to pups in
Vermont, humans are the spe-
cies that otters have to worry
about the most.

I would love to have your
help protecting Vermont river
otters from trapping, whether
that means making licenses
more expensive, making rules
around trapping stricter, help-
ing to inform more people, or
creating a place where river ot-
ters can be safe in Vermont.

Please help the otters re-
main something we could see
whether we are going on a walk
at Sweet Pond or hanging out by
the river.

Elsa Anders is a fifth-grade stu-
dent at the Academy School in
Brattleboro.
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Discounts available to seniors and anyone who needs a break

Percent who approve or disapprove of trapping for
each of the following reasons:

@ Strongly approve BOModerately approve ONeither @Moderately disapprove BStrongly disapprove DODon't know

Trapping to relocate wild animals from where they are

abundant to places where they once existed as part of the

restoration program

Trapping to control certain wildlife populations so that they do

not become too numerous and destroy wildlife habitat

Some Americans rely on trapping for food, clothing, and
shelter, sometimes referred to as subsistence trapping

Trapping as part of a biological study

Trapping to reduce damage to crops and gardens

Trapping to reduce damage to human property

Trapping as a way for a person to make money

Trapping wild animals for fur for clothing

Trapping to get food

Trapping for recreation
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HTTPS://VTFISHANDWILDLIFE.COM/

Some results from the recent survey “Vermont Residents’ Attitudes Toward Furbearer Management,” conducted
for the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department.

Ml Survey

these non-target captures end
up dead.

THE SURVEY uses the term
“regulated trapping.” A
Department email exchange
reveals that inserting the word
“regulated” before “trapping”
improves respondents’ favor-
ability towards trapping.

But what does “regulated”
really mean?

One might support “regu-
lated” trapping if they assume
that the opposite might mean
unregulated. But let’s take a
look at what Vermont’s “regula-
tions” currently allow:

* No trail setbacks or signage
on public lands where trapping
occurs

* No bag limits or limits on
the number of traps that may
be set by one trapper in an area

* No humane standards for
killing trapped animals (blud-
geoning, drowning, strangling,
and other grossly inhumane
methods of killing are currently
used)

* Children trapping without
adult supervision

* Not requiring trappers to
report trapping of non-target
animals such as bears and pro-
tected species like owls and
hawks

* Baited body-crushing kill
traps on land, including our
shared public lands, putting
people’s pets at risk

* For some animals like

otters, seasons that last almost
half the year

PUBLIC RECORDS ALSO reveal that
a Department staff member in
charge of the survey questions
was advised by a Department
furbearer biologist not to in-
clude survey questions that ref-
erence trapping when it’s used
to manage populations or relo-
cate animals as part of a resto-
ration program, since those uses
are not relevant to trapping by
the public in Vermont.
Nevertheless, those two rea-
sons for trapping were still
included in the survey. Not
surprisingly, those two uses
are the ones that garnered the
most support, thus skewing
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the results toward support of
trapping.

As an aside, the survey also
revealed that the majority of
respondents enjoy seeing ani-
mals like bobcats and otters
in their area, so why does the
Department allow these cher-
ished animals to be trapped?

Despite concerns over the
bias in the survey questions
chosen, the results are still re-
soundingly clear that the ma-
jority of Vermonters oppose
trapping.

It should be outlawed as the
archaic, inhumane, and com-
pletely unnecessary recreational
activity that it truly is.

H Political misogyny

dictatorial regimes and cultures
throughout history.

Examples abound from an-
cient times to now, with women
being treated like second-class
citizens in almost every country
and culture.

In ancient Greece, women
were thought to hinder de-
mocracy as the weaker sex.
Considered property, they lived
in seclusion without rights, val-
ued only as the bearers of male
progeny.

In medieval times, religious
institutions kept women quiet
and voiceless, while the idea of
women as property prevailed
into more modern times as
women were “owned” by their
fathers and husbands by virtue
of economic indenture and lack
of agency in male-dominated
societies.

Fast-forward to the 20th and

21st centuries and consider the
fact that women were denied
the vote in the United States
until 1920, and dictators like
Hitler and Ceausescu mandated
childbearing, rendering women
nothing more than semen ves-
sels and property of the state —
something we are seeing emerge
in our own country.

Women continue to have lim-
ited access to leadership po-
sitions, economic parity, and
agency over their own lives —
largely legislatively ignored and
increasingly court ordered.

The question is why.

The answer? It is intentional,
overtly or unconsciously, be-
cause in a world dominated
largely by (white) men ter-
rified of losing patriarchal
power, women are immensely
threatening.
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The fact is, powerful men
know that women have pri-
orities that are different from
theirs, and that those priori-
ties are grounded in a profound
commitment to human rights
and social justice, not in greed,
moral and financial corruption,
massive profits, or overwhelm-
ing power.

They also know that women
are deeply intelligent, strategic,
capable people and that they are
organizing as never before.

ONE HAS ONLY to look at the
brave women of Iran who are
willing to face torture, rape,
and murder for “Women, Life,
Freedom,” or to consider the
courage of Kurdish women who
fought on the battleground and
Rohingya women standing up
to their oppressors.

Or to remember the abuelas
of Latin America who never
gave up the fight to find their
missing children, the women of
Liberia and India whose work
saved lives and changed policy,
the French and Ghetto resis-
tance-movement women who
helped win a war.

Then there were the women
who shared their personal sto-
ries about rape and sexual abuse
at global conferences and with

THIS SPACE
FOR RENT

You, and some 20,000
other readers, are
looking at Windham
County’s best advertis-
ing value. To promote
your business in the
next issue of The Com-
mons, call us at (802)
246-6397 or e-mail
ads@commonsnews.
org.

Prepare for power
outages today
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FROM SECTION FRONT

local newspapers, the mil-

lion women who marched in
Washington, D.C. the day after
Donald Trump became presi-
dent; the women artists, writ-
ers, musicians, photographers,
organizers; the mothers de-
manding gun legislation; the
lawyers who raised an army of
volunteer lawyers overnight to
litigate on behalf of immigrants
at airports or helped a 10-year-
old raped child escape forced
childbearing.

The examples go on and on
and on.

That is why male retaliation
against women in Iran is so vi-
olent, why rape is increasingly
a war crime, why the Supreme
Court of the United States
has rendered women prop-
erty of the state, why domestic
abuse and gun violence against
women are on the rise, why
books by and about women are
banned in such high numbers,
why women are going to jail for
having a miscarriage.

And, more broadly, that
is why teachers can no lon-
ger teach history, talk about
marriage equality, use certain
words, or encourage girls to
play sports, to dream of be-
coming president, and so much
more.

It all paints a portrait of mi-
sogyny at its most extreme
because powerful men sim-
ply cannot abide a world in
which women too are powerful,
whether in their homes, com-
munities, states, or countries.

The very thought of sharing
the podium or the parliament or
a pay scale with females is com-
pletely abhorrent because deep
down powerful men know that
women bring skills and expe-
rience to bear on pressing is-
sues of our time, so they resort
to further and deeper methods
of domination, exclusion, and
abuse.

And that is why we must in-
clude misogyny in the public
and private discourse surround-
ing our deep concerns and in-
crease acknowledgement that
our democracy, and democracy
elsewhere, are indeed in a pre-
carious and perishable place.

It is why women are choos-
ing, and working hard, to revolt
against the evils of autocracy
that could well render them “a
leaf in the whirlwind of time,”
a destiny that political philoso-
pher Hannah Arendt warned us
all against.
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BUHS music dept.
offers Merry Mulch
Christmas tree

collection service

BRATTLEBORO — The
Brattleboro Union High School
music department is once again
offering the Merry Mulch
Christmas tree collection service
to Brattleboro residents.

This program, in its 31st year,
is endorsed by the Vermont
Agency of Agriculture as well
as the New Hampshire/Vermont
Christmas Tree Association. For
a $10 donation, members of the
band and chorus will transport
undecorated trees from homes
to a community garden in West
Brattleboro where the trees will
be chipped into mulch to be used
by the gardeners.

Since the town does not offer
curbside pick-up of trees, the
service saves residents the hassle
of transporting their own trees.
Three Saturday pick-up dates are
being offered: Jan. 7, 14, and 21.
All pick-ups must be prearranged
by calling one of the following
numbers at least two days prior
to the desired date: 802-579-
2362 or 408-693-4588. Proceeds
will benefit a spring trip to New
York City.

Genealogy Group
discusses DNA tests

and family trees

BELLOWS FALLS — The
Windham County Genealogy
Interest Group will meet on
Saturday, January 7 from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the Rockingham
Library and over Zoom. This
meeting’s focus will be on DNA
test results coupled with fam-
ily trees.

DNA testing companies are
heavily promoting their products
by offering sales for the holidays,
which means that many more
matches will be coming to those
who have already tested, accord-
ing to event organizers. Those
who are testing for the first time
now have many more possibilities
than in the past. Testing compa-
nies have also made changes to
their websites. In this meeting,
the focus will be on how to get
the most out of test results and
talk about how to take advantage
of the features offered on each
company’s website.

To register for this program
or to share questions about DNA
test results, go to bit.ly/696-genes.
Zoom links will be emailed to reg-
istrants. Meetings are free and
open to all with an interest in
family history. For more informa-
tion, contact windhamcountygig@
gmail.com.

Senior lunch served
in Dummerston

DUMMERSTON — Evening
Star Grange and Senior Solutions
present their first senior lunch
of the new year on Wednesday,
Jan. 11, at the Grange hall in
Dummerston Center, with an
in-house meal served at noon
and take-outs available between
11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. The menu
includes meatloaf, vegetarian
meatloaf, mashed potatoes and
gravy, and marinated carrots with
pineapple upside-down cake for
dessert.

Reservations for this meal are
strongly suggested so that they
can make enough food for every-
one. Interested diners should call

the Grange at 802-254-1138 and
leave their name, phone num-
ber, and the number of meals
they would like. A donation of
$3 for those 60 and over and $4
for younger folks is suggested. All
are welcome.

Clift leads writing
workshop at

Putney Library

PUTNEY — Writer and jour-
nalist Elayne Clift will pres-
ent an online writing workshop
sponsored by the Putney Public
Library this January.

What do heroic literary fig-
ures like King Arthur and Harry
Potter, or real-life people like
Harriet Tubman and Harriet
Beecher Stowe have in com-
mon? They all have a great story
to tell. But it’s more than an ex-
citing narrative: Each of them
has been on an archetypal jour-
ney — a heroic exploration, full
of adventure, fraught with risk,
and ultimately rich with reward.

As they seek to find meaning
in a complex world, these char-
acters or real people are changed
forever by experiences that in-
clude mentors, villains, jesters,
and other archetypes. With that
as a framework for memoir writ-
ing, participants will explore their
own archetypal journeys and
reach for the Golden Fleece in
their lives while enhancing their
writing skills. Participants should
come prepared to reflect, write,
share, and be awed by the power
of narrative.

Clift, a Vermont Humanities
Council Scholar, is an award-
winning writer and journalist, a
writing workshop leader, and an
adjunct lecturer. Her work has
been widely anthologized and
appears in numerous publications
internationally. A regular col-
umnist for several New England
newspapers and blogs, including
The Commons, and a reviewer for
The New York Journal of Books,
she has written for various publi-
cations and is a regular contribu-
tor to Artscope magazine.

This workshop will be pre-
sented online Tuesday, Jan. 10,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Register by
emailing emily@putneylibrary.
org.

Guilford park project
launches 60-day race

to raise $20,000

GUILFORD — According
to the Guilford Park committee,
the starter pistol has been fired
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for a 60-day race to raise $20,000
more for the construction of the
Guilford Community Park. The
committee has been working for
over a year on plans to build a
park behind the Guilford Country
Store, alongside the Guilford
Community Church, in the cen-
ter of Guilford’s Algiers Village.

The park they envision is com-
plete with green spaces, a pa-
vilion, a walking labyrinth, a
children’s play area with a slide
and swings, a basketball half-
court and net, and a fire pit.

If community members and
businesses donate $20,000 by
Feb. 28, the park can qualify for
a matching $40,000 Vermont
Community Development
“Better Places Program” grant,
which will allow the park com-
mittee to have everything on their
wish list, according to Dunham
Rowley, one of the organizers.

Rowley said the vision for this
park is one where community
members of all ages can social-
ize and foster community through
shared recreational experiences.

The large and artfully designed
timber-frame pavilion will ac-
commodate community events
such as concerts, weddings, fam-
ily reunions, and a host of other
activities. A labyrinth will be set
into the ground for a “meditative
walk” using the classic seven-cir-
cuit design inspired by ancient
mystics and used across Europe
and the United States.

The plans received a permit
and the blessing of the Act 250
process, the committee says.
Now, the only thing that stands
in the way of a finished park
is the $20,000, which needs to
be raised under a tight dead-
line. To donate, visit Patronicity.
com/GCP or mail a check to
Community Collaborative for
Guilford (CC4G), 475E Coolidge
Hwy, Guilford, VT 05301, with
Guilford Community Park (GCP)
in the memo line. Donations are
fully tax-deductible. For more
information, call 802)-579-4572
or email drowley021@msn.com.

Weekly chess club

begins at RFPL

BELLOWS FALLS — The
Rockingham Free Public Library
plans to host a weekly chess
club, led by Mike Sola. All lev-
els of players will be welcomed.
Interested parties may contact
Sola (mikesola@gmail.com) with
their preference for day and
2-hour time period. Sola will
set the schedule once he receives
responses.

Available days and times are
Mondays, 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.; and Fridays, 1 to 4 p.m.

Rec. Dept. taking
reservations for

birthday parties
BRATTLEBORO — The
Brattleboro Recreation & Parks
Department would like to an-
nounce that it’s now taking res-
ervations for skating rink and
Gibson-Aiken Center birthday
parties. For more information, or

to book a party, call the Gibson-
Aiken Center main office at
802-254-5808.

Skating rink birthday parties
may be booked during any hours
that public skating is scheduled.
Price includes admission for 10
children, 10 skate rentals, birth-
day cake and a private room to
have the party. The cost is $120.

Gibson-Aiken Center birth-
day parties may be booked for
Saturdays between the hours of
3and S p.m. (includes set up and
clean up time). Price includes
cake, basketballs, kickballs, wif-
fleball set and bases, and the use
of the large conference room for
cake and snacks. The suggested
party size is 10 to 12 people. The
cost is $120.
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| Sports Roundup

Colonels sweep
Huskies to finish first
month of season

eing the southern-
most Division I school
in Vermont has long
been a problem for
Brattleboro in basketball, since
with the exception of Mount
Anthony and Burr & Burton,
all the rest of their competi-
tion is located to the north. This
means a lot of long bus rides to
places such as Burlington, St.
Johnsbury, and Rutland.

Logistically, it would be
easier to play nearby New
Hampshire teams such as
Keene, ConVal, or Monadnock,
or Massachusetts teams such
as Ambherst, Greenfield, or
Northampton. The Colonels
would get a chance to play
against strong competition with
shorter bus rides.

The problem, said Colonels
boys’ basketball coach Jason
Coplan, is that Massachusetts
or New Hampshire teams don’t
want to play Brattleboro “be-
cause there’s nothing in it for
them. It doesn’t help their re-
cords for their state tourna-
ments because they don’t count
wins against out-of-state teams
toward their ranking.”

But when the Monadnock
Huskies needed to fill out its
schedule this season, it turned
to Brattleboro and the result
was a rare home-and-home se-
ries for the Colonels — two
games in three nights against
a tough opponent, with just
one short bus ride to Swanzey.
Brattleboro swept the series
with a 52-43 win in Swanzey on
Dec. 28 and a 58-43 home vic-
tory on Dec. 30.

In the Swanzey game, se-
nior guard Cam Frost sank
five three-pointers to lead the
Colonels with 19 points. Senior
forwards Tate Chamberlain and
Jody Allembert chipped in with
12 and nine points, respectively.

The game in the BUHS gym
was particularly intense, as the
raucous near-capacity crowd
gave the proceedings a play-
off-like feel. Coplan said the
Colonels played well on de-
fense, forcing 19 turnovers, but
it led to Frost, Chamberlain and
senior center Paul McGillion
playing with four fouls by the
fourth quarter.

Monadnock was equally ag-
gressive on defense as they
forced 17 turnovers by the
Colonels. Foul trouble caught
up with Monadnock in the
fourth quarter as two of their
starters fouled out and the
Colonels went 9-for-12 from
the free throw line to secure the
win.

Chamberlain was the high
scorer with 20 points, while
Frost added 18 points and se-
nior forward Tristan Evans
scored eight points. The

Colonels
defenseman
Liliana
Carignan (5)
and goaltender
Lakota
Offenburger (33)
protect the net
in their home
opener against
the Burlington/
Colchester
Sealakers

on Dec. 19 at
Withington Rink.

“ ~ | RANDOLPH
- - T« HOLHUT,

] deputry editor of
this newspaper, has
written this col-
umn for more than a decade
and has covered sports in
Windham County since the
1980s. Readers can send him
sports information at news@
COMMONSNews.org.

Colonels, now 4-1, start

its league season this week
with games against South
Burlington, Mount St. Joseph,
and St. Johnsbury.

Boys’ basketball

« Foul trouble in the final
quarter was Leland & Gray’s
undoing in a 61-54 loss to the
host Proctor Phantoms on Dec.
20. Accurate free throw shoot-
ing by Proctor helped to break
open a close game, with Carter
Crossman leading the way with
23 points, while freshman Chase
Razzanouski had 11 points and
18 rebounds.

Leland & Gray then im-
proved its record to 2-2 with a
53-28 win over West Rutland
on Dec. 29. The first week of
the new year features a road
game against Bellows Falls and
a home-and-home series against
Arlington.

« Twin Valley picked up a
47-37 road win against the
West Rutland Golden Horde on
Dec. 20. It was the Wildcats’
first win of the season. Liam
Wendel scored a game-high 17
points for the Wildcats. Noah
Dornburgh added 14 points
and Caleb Dupuis chipped in
11 points. David Noel led the
Horde with 14 points.

* Bellows Falls lost on the
road to Hartford, 67-43, on
Dec. 27. Colby Dearborn led
the Terriers with 12 points,
while Peter Kamel had four
points and 14 rebounds and
Jamison Nystrom scored nine
points and dished out six assists.

Two nights later, BF took
care of business with a wire-to-
wire 64-39 win over Arlington
at Holland Gymnasium. The
Terriers took a 22-5 lead in
the first nine minutes of the
game, and cruised from there.
Dearborn had another big night
with a game-high 19 points.
Nystrom added 11 points, Jake
Moore had nine points and
blocked three shots and Kamel
pulled down eight rebounds for
the 2-3 Terriers.

Girls’ basketball

« Before the holiday break,
Brattleboro put together a good
effort in a 55-22 road win over
Woodstock on Dec. 21. Mallory

Newton led the Colonels with
17 points, Reese Croutworst
added 14 points, and Abby
Henry chipped in with 10
points.

Unfortunately, the Colonels
then got a reality check on what
they have to do to be competi-
tive in Division I when peren-
nial powerhouse Champlain
Valley came to the BUHS
gym on Dec. 27 and com-
pletely dominated the hosts
in an 80-22 rout. Shelby
Companion led CVU with 22
points. Addi Hunter added 16
points, and Elise Berger had
five points, six assists, and five
steals. Croutworst and Kaitlyn
Pattison had six points for the
Colonels.

Brattleboro then hosted
Essex on Dec. 29 and the re-
sult was a 69-41 loss for the
Colonels. It was a more com-
petitive contest than the CVU
game, as Pattison scored 12
points to lead the 2-3 Colonels
and Croutworst and Montana
Frehsee added eight apiece.

* Leland & Gray went into
the holiday break with a pair of
wins. On Dec. 19, the Rebels
picked up a 46-39 road win over
the Proctor Phantoms on Dec.
19. The Rebels trailed at half-
time, 24-21, but put together
a strong second half to secure
the victory. Maggie Parker
led the Rebels with 15 points,
while Mary Sanderson added
12 points. Isabel Grab led the
Phantoms with 20 points.

Two nights later in
Townshend, the Rebels jumped
out to a 14-point halftime lead
and hung on for a 35-24 win
over the Poultney Blue Devils.
Samantha Morse led the Rebels
with 11 points.

With a 37-30 win at
Arlington on Dec. 30, Leland &
Gray improved to 7-1 and are
ranked second in Division IV.

* Bellows Falls rolled to a
68-10 win over Twin Valley
on Dec. 19. Tela Harty scored
a game-high 13 points for the
Terriers, while Veronica Moore
and Izzy Stoodley followed with
12 and 11 points, respectively.
Taylor Smart scored four points
and Bianca Place added three
points for the Wildcats.

BF followed up that ef-
fort with a 64-22 win over Mill
River on Dec. 21 in North
Clarendon. Delaney Lockerby
had 14 points and Laura Kamel
had 11 points for the Terriers.

The winning streak ended for
the Terriers with a 56-42 loss to
Poultney on Dec. 27 at Holland
Gymnasium. Emily Handley led
the Blue Devils with 15 points,
all coming on three-pointers.
Lockerby was BF’s high scorer
with nine points, with Nola
Sciacca adding eight points.
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Colonels guard Tristan Evans (10) goes up for a shot during the first half of their
game against Monadnock on Dec. 30 at the BUHS gym.

On Dec. 29 in Hartford, the
Terriers lost 57-19. Kamel led
BF with 15, Eryn Ross added
10, and Lockerby chipped in
seven. Charlotte Jasmin led the
Hurricanes with 20 points. BF
enters the new year with a 2-4
record.

* Green Mountain dominated
from start to finish in a 49-7
win over Twin Valley on Dec.
21. The visiting Chieftains got
18 points and six steals from
ninth-grader Colie Roby and 15
points, 13 rebounds, four steals,
and three blocks from eighth-
grader Callie Spaulding.

Girls’ hockey

« It was not the best of
home debuts for Brattleboro,
as the Burlington-Colchester
SealLakers rolled over the
Colonels, 10-0, on Dec. 19
at Withington Rink. The
SealLakers dominated from start
to finish, putting 30 shots on the
Colonels’ goal to take a 6-0 lead
after two periods. The highlight
of that stretch came in the last
70 seconds of the second pe-
riod when the SealLakers scored
two shorthanded goals while the
Colonels had a 5-on-3 power
play.

“They outmuscled us and
outskated us,” said Colonels
coach Anne Brewer, who is
starting her first season behind
the Brattleboro bench.

Holley MacLellan led the
SeaLakers with three goals.
Karissa LeClair added two
goals, and Leighton Guyette,
Brynna Swift-Herzog, Fiona
McHugh, Georgia Wool and
Camryn Poulin each scored
one goal. Goaltender Olivia
Dallamura earned the shutout
victory.

Freshman goalie Lakota
Offenburger did what she
could to keep the Colonels in
the game in the face of the
Seal.akers offensive onslaught,
and Brewer said the rest of her
team showed similar determi-
nation. “They have good en-
ergy and a lot of heart,” Brewer
said. “To their credit, they kept
working hard out there despite
the score.”

Two nights later, things
were just as rough for the
Colonels with a 9-0 road loss to
Woodstock. The Wasps scored
five goals in the first period and
four more in the second period.

Gracelyn Laperle, Hannah
Gubbins, Lily Gubbins, and
Kassidy Haley all scored twice,
and Isabel Konijnenberg had a
goal and four assists. Goaltender
Meridien Bremel stopped the
only two shots she faced to earn
the shutout.

The Colonels then picked up
their first win of the season on
Dec. 28 with a 6-1 victory over
Rutland. Brattleboro put 54
shots on goal in an strong effort.

Boys’ hockey

« Six different skaters had
goals as Mount Mansfield beat
Brattleboro, 6-3, on Dec. 19.
Aidan Soutiere, Garret Carter,
Alex Brown, Alec Spensley,
Colby Garrapy, and Owen Jones
all scored for Mount Mansfield.
Carter had two assists, and
Brown, Garrapy, and Jones each
got credit for an assist. Declan
Heney made 21 saves in goal to
earn the victory.

Evan Wright had a pair of
goals and Alex Dick added an-
other for the Colonels. Darek
Harvey and Matthew Gordon-
Macey divvied up the goalten-
ding duties as Harvey made 24
saves and Gordon-Macey had
14 saves.

On Dec. 21 at Withington
Rink, the Hartford Hurricanes
cruised to a 7-0 win over the
Colonels. Ozzie DeFelice
and Ezra Mock each scored
two goals for Hartford. Nick
Daniels, Cavan Benjamin, and
Blaine Gour each added a goal
and Lochlan Park had three as-
sists. Sean Keliher and Frankie
Cushing split time in goal to
combine on the shutout victory.

After a week off to digest
that loss, the Colonels trav-
eled to Rutland on Dec. 28
and lost 6-0. Rutland dropped
down to Division II this sea-
son, and the change seems to
have done them good as they
scored four goals in the second
period to end all thoughts of a
Brattleboro comeback. Rutland
got two goals from Cam Rider,
another goal from his brother
Colin Rider, and goals from
Anthony Rock, Riley Rodrigue,
and Aiden Good.

Nordic skiing

* Luke Rizio was a one-per-
son team for Twin Valley last
season as he ended up as the
Division I boys’ individual

champion. This season, he’s
skiing for Mount Anthony, but
is still just as good as he was last
season.

In the season opening meet
on Dec. 22 at the Wild Wings
ski area in Peru, Rizio won the
boys’ 5K race in 11 minutes,
40 seconds, more than a min-
ute ahead of second place fin-
isher James Underwood of
Woodstock. Mount Anthony
won the boys’ meet with 16
points. Woodstock was second
with 35.

In a skate race at Woodstock
Nordic Center on Dec. 28,
Rizio won the boys’ race with
a time of 10:54 as Mount
Anthony had the top four fin-
ishers to win the event.

Senior bowling
roundup

« The fall/winter season of
the Brattleboro Senior Bowling
League ended on Dec. 29 with
Good Times (55-35) leapfrog-
ging Keglers 4 (54-36) in the
final two weeks to win the sea-
son title.

Trash-O-Matic (47.5-42.5)
finished third, followed by the
Strikers (44.5-45.5), Lucky 7
(44.5-45.5), Old Farts (41-49),
Split Happens (40.5-49.5), and
Slow Movers (33-57).

In Week 18 action, Diane
Cooke had the women’s high
handicap game (244) and se-
ries (675). Pete Cross had the
men’s high handicap game
(256), while Marty Adams had
the high handicap series (669).
Slow Movers had the high team
handicap game (863), while
Lucky 7 had the high series
(2,501).

In scratch scoring, Chuck
Adams led the men with a 622
series games of 226, 205, and
191. Warren Corriveau Sr. had
a 603 series that featured games
of 223 and 191. John Walker
had a 592 series with games
of 205 and 202, while Marty
Adams had a 567 series with
games of 198 and 194, and Gary
Montgomery had a 538 series
with a 193 game. Cross had a
197 game.

Shirley Aiken had the wom-
en’s high scratch series (468)
and game (182). Nancy Dalzell
rolled a 178 and Cooke had a
171 game.

Fully rented investment opportunity. Great building with all 3
units having a mud room, 2 bedrooms, dining room, large kitchen,
covered porch, large living room. South facing for lots of great light.
OFf street parking available for each apartment. Each unit pays
their own utilities. 2 hot air Furnaces, newer oil tanks. One unit has
propane wall furnace. Each unit has their own electric hot water

heater. Great Brattleboro Multi Family. EXCLUSIVE $289,000

BELLVILLE
REALTY
Ask for Sue

802-257-7979 x2
255 Western Ave, Brattleboro, VT
www.bellvillerealty.com




