
DRYER VENT
CLEANING

Installation & Repair 
603-762-3433

durlingcleaning.com

Tuxedo & Suit 
Rentals

For weddings, 
proms & more

Vermont Artisan Designs
106 Main St. Brattleboro

802-257-7044

VT STATE 
INSPECTIONS
No appt. needed 
Monday-Thursday

Closed Noon-1 
GOUIN SERVICES

802-257-1800
500 Guilford Street

New Designer 
Spring 

Jewelry!
Gallery in the Woods
145 Main St. Brattleboro

802-257-4777
galleryinthewoods.com

NEW SPRING 
SHOES AND 
SANDALS!

THE SHOE TREE
Main St. Brattleboro

The Marina 
OPEN AT 11:30
Lunch & Dinner

Wednesday – Sunday

28 Spring Tree Rd. 
Brattleboro 

Brattleboro Music Center
Brattleboro 
Camerata

The Want of You
Sunday, April 23, 

at 4:00 pm
bmcvt.org

Brattleboro Music Center
Deirdre McArdle 

& Deiran Manning 
Music for Flute by 
Women Composers
Saturday, April 22, 

at 7:00 pm
bmcvt.org

BARN SALE
April 14-16, 21 & 22

and April 28-30
8am - 4pm. Rain/Shine.

14 Webb Terrace
Bellows Falls, VT

Records/CDs/45’s/Books
Household items & more!

Therapeutic Online 
Adult Art Classes

New Session in May
Support, connection, 
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innerheatyogavt.com

 By Robert F. Smith
  The Commons

  BELLOWS FALLS—Henry 
Bailly came to the Bellows Falls 
Middle School at the beginning 
of  the current school year as as-
sistant principal. He will end it 
as interim principal, a role he 
had served in since this past fall, 
and will start the 2023-24 school 
year as the school’s new perma-
nent principal.

“It’s going to be an adjust-
ment,” Bailly said. “But I like to 
feel that I was chosen principal 
because of  the work I was able 
to do this year.”

Just seven weeks into the school 
year, Bailly became the sole in-
terim principal with just one ad-
ministrative assistant.

Though “we were shorthanded 
for sure,” he said, he believes that 
the year went well and that he has 
proved his ability to handle the 
principal position.

After growing up in western 
Massachusetts, where his mother 
ran a day care and his father was 
a bank president, Bailly went to 
Keene State College, graduating 
in 2007 with degrees in both el-
ementary education and biologi-
cal sciences.

He worked his way through 
college as a line cook and front-
of-house sta�  at a Keene restau-
rant. There he met his future 
wife, Brittany, who was from the 
Bellows Falls area.

Bailly says that he loves Bellows 
Falls, where they bought a house 
seven years ago. The couple has 
been married 13 years and have 
a 9-year-old daughter.

Bailly went directly from 

college to teaching fourth grade 
at the Westmoreland (N.H.) 
Elementary School. He worked 
there for 15 years as a classroom 
teacher.

He worked with many of  the 
same students from the early 
grades through middle school, as 
he also served as both a basketball 
and baseball coach at the middle 
school level.

“Sports was my passion grow-
ing up,” Bailly said. “As both a 
teacher and coach, it was great 
to work with kids in the class-
room and on the sports � eld. It 
is very cool to see kids that might 
have struggled in class shine at 
something they were great at in 
sports.”

That experience helped Bailly 
discover that he had a special love 
for working with middle school 
students.

D u r i n g  h i s  y e a r s  a t 
Westmoreland, he got his mas-
ter’s degree in educational admin-
istration, certi� cation as a school 
principal, and his administrator’s 
license, with the idea of  eventu-
ally jumping from teaching into 
school leadership. He applied for 
and got the assistant principal po-
sition at BFMS in 2022.

He also has taught anatomy and 
physiology for seven years at the 
River Valley Technical Center in 
Spring� eld, particularly to nurs-
ing students. His position as an 
administrator has made it neces-
sary for him to give up that teach-
ing position, and he will also not 
be coaching sports.

“Right now there is just too 
much to do,” he said.

The current school year ends 

 By Joyce Marcel
  The Commons

   W
EST BRATTLEBORO—On Apri l  7, 
Brattleboro’s beloved Chelsea Royal Diner, 
having already been closed for three months, 
made a post on its Facebook page.

 “Don’t worry,” the announcement said, “we will announce 
when we are back in action[.] I know it’s hard to wait [heart 
emoji] we appreciate your patience.”

But this past weekend, owners Todd Darrah and Janet Picard 
announced that the popular restaurant will not reopen again — 
at least not under their management.

“With heavy hearts, we unfortunately will not be reopening 
the iconic Chelsea Royal Diner this year,” Darrah and Picard 
said in an email. “We were very fortunate to have been a major 
part of  the community for 32 years, serving locals and tourists 

 For new BFMS 
principal, a 
focus on ‘climate 
and culture’ 
 Interim Principal Henry 
Bailly, recently hired for the 
permanent role starting in the 
fall, hopes to bring stability 
to a school administration 
that’s faced signifi cant churn  

  WENDY M. LEVY/COMMONS FILE PHOTO 

After years of  running the Chelsea Royal together, 
Todd Darrah and Janet Picard are throwing in the 
dishtowel. They still hope for a bright future for the 
diner, which has been on the market since 2016. 

Squeezed by infl ation, sta�  ng challenges, sheer exhaustion, 

and the wish to retire, the owners of the Chelsea Royal Diner 

in West Brattleboro call it quits, looking toward their new 

life on Cape Cod as they continue looking for a buyer

A 
DINER
goes 
DARK

  COURTESY PHOTO 

The original sign that was in front of  the Royal Diner when it was located on Main Street in Brattleboro 
eventually found it way to the Chelsea Royal Diner’s  present location in West Brattleboro. 
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Mezzanine History Room
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Welcome!
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New car rates of 2.99%*
Rates for used vehicles 

start at 3.99%*
*Annual percentage rate

10 Browne Court, 
Brattleboro

802-257-5131

 A second chance to run her 
fi rst Boston Marathon 
 Despite Covid and other setbacks, 
Nicole James of Brattleboro 
makes it across the fi nish line  
 By Kevin O’Connor
  VtDigger.org

   A year ago, Nicole James 
vowed that a chronic 
autoimmune disease 
wouldn’t stop her from 

fulfilling a childhood dream 
of  running in the world’s 

oldest annual race, the Boston 
Marathon.

 Waking morning upon morn-
ing before sunrise, she trained 
mile upon mile for the event’s 
2022 Patriots Day return after 
a pandemic of  postponements.

Then, just days before the 
start, James caught Covid.

See ing  the  49-year-o ld 
Brattleboro resident sidelined, 
friends pointed to a silver lining: 
James’ accompanying fundrais-
ing efforts had reaped $10,000 
for Massachusetts’ Tufts Medical 
Center.

But  the  money-making 

marathoner wanted to earn some-
thing else: a second chance at the 
26.2-mile course.

On Monday, April 17, James 
� nally stood among 30,000 other 
athletes. Some 120 were fellow 
Vermonters, a diverse group in-
cluding a Putney woman who’s a 
three-time U.S. Paralympic med-
alist, a Williston mother who’s 20 
weeks pregnant, and a University 
of  Vermont medical student in-
augurating the marathon’s new 
nonbinary division.

From late morning to midaft-
ernoon, James ran in pelting 

  KEVIN O’CONNOR/VTDIGGER.ORG 

Vermonter Nicole James trains at Brattleboro Union High School in advance of  racing 
alongside 120 other Green Mountain State athletes in Monday’s Boston Marathon. 
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Brought to you only with the enthusiastic support of our R E A D E R S ,  D O N O R S ,  A D V E R T I S E R S ,  and  V O L U N T E E R S

commonsnews.org

— thanks to hundreds of readers who chip 
in because they believe that a community 

thrives when everyone has access to news. 
If you appreciate this community resource

 and can a� ord to chip in, please join us now! 
donate.commonsnews.org 

Brought to you only with the enthusiastic support of our

Celebrating 17 years of publication — and counting!
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■ SEE BFMS PRINCIPAL, A5

■ SEE DINER CLOSES, A3

■ SEE MARATHON, A2



 ATHENS—The 1817 Brick 
Meetinghouse in Athens is a 
recipient of  a 2023 Historic 
Preservation Grant. Established 
in 1986, the state-funded Historic 
Preservation Grant Program 
helps municipalities and nonpro� t 
organizations rehabilitate the his-
toric buildings that are a vital part 
of  Vermont’s downtowns, vil-
lages, and rural communities, as 
well as its iconic landscape. Since 
its inception, the program has 
provided over $6 million to sup-
port over 600 historic community 
building preservation projects.

This is  the second state 
grant award for the Athens 
Meetinghouse, which will en-
able continued progress on the 
needed work to preserve and 
bring back to life this beautiful 
historic landmark.

Full or partial bids are now 
being accepted for preserva-
tion and moisture mitigation 
work to occur over the upcom-
ing year. This historic preser-
vation project is funded in part 
through a matching grant from 
the Vermont Division for Historic 
Preservation, along with dedi-
cated donations and fundrais-
ing through the Athens Historic 
Preservation Society.

All work must meet the federal 
Secretary of  Interior standards 
for rehabilitation. Bid documents 
will be made available to quali� ed 
bidders upon request. All bids are 
due Monday, May 1, by 1 p.m. 
Interested contractors seeking 
more information or wishing to 
schedule a site visit should contact 
committee chair Sherry Maher 
at 802-275-2835 or  samaher@
vermontel.net .

Anyone wishing to help sup-
port this and future restora-
tion work on this historic gem 
can send a tax deductible do-
nation noting Meetinghouse 
Project to the Athens Historic 
Preservation Society, P.O. Box 
431, Townshend, VT 05353. 

 Bids sought 
for Brick 
Meetinghouse 
preservation   

AT H E N S

 BRATTLEBORO—The 
public is invited to attend a 
panel discussion: “Social Media 
In� uencer Marketing — What 
Is it? What Are the Bene� ts?” 
The program, sponsored by 
Vermont Independent Media’s 
Media Mentoring Project, will 
take place on Wednesday, April 
19, at 7 p.m., via Zoom.

Basically, social media in-
� uencers are social media us-
ers who have many followers, 
serving to spread the word 
about what’s good. Some say 
they tend to trust these third-
party endorsements more than 
traditional advertising.

Vermont businesses who are 
engaged with social in� uencer 
marketing include Brattleboro 
Area Chamber of  Commerce, 
Caledonia Spirits, Vergennes 
Laundry, Lake Champlain 
Chocolates, Shacksbury Cider, 
Canteen Creemee Company, 
and Ben & Jerry’s and other 

food companies, along with 
the Vermont Department of  
Tourism and Marketing.

Panelists include profes-
sional public relations and so-
cial media marketer Rosalie 
Hagel Martin of  Blue Whale 
Public Relations; social media 
in� uencers Colleen Blair and 
her sister Erin Torres, repre-
senting “Travel Like a Local”; 
and Greg Lesch, executive di-
rector of  the Brattleboro Area 
Chamber of  Commerce who, 
along with the Downtown 
Business Alliance, oversee 
Brattleboro’s tourism market-
ing initiative.

The program will be mod-
erated by Joyce Marcel, award-
winning reporter for Vermont 
Business Magazine and  The 
Commons . To register for the 
“Social Media Influencer 
Marketing” workshop, email 
ziagulazimi9@gmail.com  for 
the Zoom link. 

EVENT
Promote your

in
Your ad can run in the Arts section of the 
paper (the same section as the calendar), 
and in our e-newsletter of the calendar 

and other events.

* ADS START AT $37.50 *
AND YOUR EVENT WILL BE 
SEEN BY 20,000 READERS!

We are offering 10% off an 
ad in the paper, or 15% off 
a print ad + digital ad in 

our email blast.

Call 1-888-511-5150, or email
lori@commonsnews.org, or
nancy@commonsnews.org

rain. But crossing the � nish line 
3 hours, 52 minutes, and 14 sec-
onds later, she never felt sunnier.

“I am really sore,” she said, 
“but so excited and elated.”

 ‘One day, that’s 
going to be me’ 

Growing up, James dis-
c ove re d  t h e  eve n t  wh e n 
competitors passed her grand-
mother’s  house a long the 

route from the small town of  
Hopkinton, Massachusetts to 
the biggest skyscraper in New 
England, the 60-story John 
Hancock Tower.

“I was in such awe,” she re-
called of  the athletes. “I said to 
my family, ‘One day, that’s going 
to be me.’”

But whenever James tried to 
run the required qualifying time, 
her ulcerative colitis � ared up.

Before the Covid-19 pandemic, 
she needed to � nish an entrance 
event within 3 hours and 45 min-
utes. She went on to complete the 
trial in 3 hours and 45 minutes — 
and 38 seconds.

The coronavirus canceled the 
marathon in 2020 and postponed 
it from spring to fall in 2021. 
When organizers promised to re-
turn to their traditional schedule 
in 2022, James was determined 
to join.

The Vermonter learned she 
could qualify with her time if  
she raised money for charity. 
Winning entry to the 50-member 
Tufts Medical Center team, she 

collected $10,000 as she trained 
with � ve other Windham County 
marathoners.

Then she tested positive for 
Covid.

James recalls everyone teary on 
the phone the night before last 
year’s event.

“I told them, ‘You need to run 
your own race — run your race 
for me.’”

But James knew she wanted to 
do it herself. Contacting Tufts, 
she learned she could try again 
this year — if  she continued to 
run and raise money.

James competed in Burlington’s 
Vermont City Marathon last 
Memorial Day weekend and 
the New England Green River 
Marathon from Marlboro, 
Ve r m o n t ,  t o  G re e n f i e l d , 
Massachusetts, in August.

Earlier this winter, James 
caught Covid again. But she still 
took in another $10,000 while 

training up to 40 miles a week 
for Monday’s 127th event, which 
marked the 10th anniversary of  a 
deadly 2013 bombing at the � n-
ish line.

 ‘It’s not going 
to defeat me’ 

James ran in Boston alongside 
120 other Vermonters in a � eld 
from more than 100 countries.

Three-time U.S. Paralympic 
medalist Alicia Dana, 54, of  
Putney won the women’s handcy-
cling title for a second time with a 
record pace of  1 hour, 18 minutes 
and 15 seconds.

Emma Frappier,  33,  of  
Williston, who previously ran 
the Vermont City Marathon 32 
weeks pregnant, � nished Boston 
while expecting her third child, 
with a time of  4:10:28.

And Kae Ravichandran, 25, of  
Burlington won the new 27-per-
son nonbinary division in 2:38:57.

As for James, her Monday � n-
ish time automatically quali� es 
her for next year’s marathon. 
But for all her determination, her 
only announced future competi-
tion is with any perceived limita-
tion stemming from her chronic 
condition.

“It’s not going to defeat me; it’s 
not going to knock me down,” 
she said. “Nothing’s going to 
stop me.” 

 Workshop explores 
social media infl uencer 
marketing phenomenon  
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(Of course you do! You’re from Windham County!)

Got something on your mind? Send contribu-
tions to our Letters from Readers section (500 
words or fewer strongly recommended) to 
voices@commonsnews.org; the deadline is 
Friday to be considered for next week’s paper. 
When space is an issue, we give priority to words 

that have not yet appeared elsewhere.

A publication of
Vermont Independent Media

———
139 Main St.  (Hooker-Dunham Bldg.)
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Vermont Independent Media:
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journalism, 
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VOICES
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essays, memoirs, and other subjective 
material in Voices, our editorial and com-
mentary section. We want the paper to 
provide an unpredictable variety of food 
for thought from all points on the polit-
ical spectrum.
 We especially invite responses to ma-
terial that appears in the paper. 
 We do not publish unsigned or anon-
ymous letters, and we only very rarely 
withhold names for other pieces. When 
space is an issue, our priority is to run 
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in other publications.
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commonsnews.org.
 Editorials represent the collective 
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Independent Media Board of Directors.
 The views expressed in our Voices 
section are those of individual con-
tributors. Bylined commentaries by 
members of the Vermont Independent 
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—————
Without our volunteers, this 
newspaper would exist only 

in our imaginations.
Special thanks to:

Simi and Mark Berman,
Diana Bingham, 

Jim Maxwell, Rob Bertsche,
Barbara Evans; 

Cameron Cobane, Shannon Ward, and 
Hooker-Dunham Theater & Gallery;

Clay Turnbull and NEC;
Brendan Emmett Quigley

and Joon Pahk
In memoriam:

Alan O. Dann, Judy Gorman,
Mia Gannon

■ Marathon FROM SECTION FRONT

  COURTESY PHOTO 

Vermonter Nicole James visits the Boston Marathon � nish line over the weekend with 
fellow Brattleboro-area runners (from left) Lois Sparks, Halie Lange, Nicole James, 
Elizabeth Bianchi, and Maxine Stent. 



HAPPY EARTH MONTH
Want to save energy and reduce your carbon footprint at home? 

Sign up today: efficiencyvermont.com/kits

For a limited time, get a free energy 
savings kit full of efficient lighting 
and water-saving devices:

• 10 LED bulbs (40 / 60 / 75 watt equivalents)

• 1 low-flow showerhead

• 2 faucet aerators

• PLUS a bonus smart bulb -or- wildflower 

seed packet*

*While supplies last

1 (888) 921-5990  •  efficiencyvermont.com

The Town of Townshend is 

soliciting sealed bids for the 

purchase of a new fire truck. If 

your company has the ability to 

build such a truck, the Request 

for Proposals (RFP) or bid specs, 

are available at Townshend 

Town Hall, located at 2006 Rte 

30, Townshend, VT. You can also 

call Connie Holt, Assistant to the 

Selectboard, at 802-221-2051.

Transcribing, Editing 
and Proofreading 
Services
Accurate, Confidential, 
Fast Turn-Around, Fair Pricing

Elizabeth:  
elizabethjulia88@aol.com; 

802-257-7475

We were very fortunate to have been a major part of the community 
for 32 yrs serving locals and tourists alike. We appreciate all of our 
dedicated staff over the years whom were the main reason for the 
diner’s success along with of course our devoted customers. It is with 
much sadness that we will be disappointing so many diner and ice 
cream lovers but the time has come to retire. Todd has spent half his 
life building the Chelsea’s reputation with quality food and fair prices. 
From the apple orchard, his own garden, chickens for fresh eggs, local 
grass-fed beef, local produce, honey, maple syrup…the list goes on. 
And Janet took the ice cream stand to another level with a variety of 
her creative homemade ice cream flavors.

The government funding we received allowed us to operate the best 
we could during Covid & 2022 even with limited seating protocols in 
the beginning. However, having to shut down 2 days per week in order 
to not overwork our limited staff, an increase in food costs, increase 
in utilities, increase in wages, along with a decrease in consumer 
spending, and then factoring in our ages…we are ready to let it go.

The diner has been for sale even before Covid and is still is for sale. 
We are perplexed why no one has taken the opportunity to take 
stewardship of this busy, fun, hectic, community landmark. Hopefully, 
there is someone out there.

We want to thank the generations of Chelsea Royal Diner fans for 
supporting us for 32 years.

With much gratitude,
Todd & Janet
picardart@hotmail.com

END of an ERA
With heavy hearts,

unfortunately we will not 
be reopening the iconic 
Chelsea Royal Diner 

this year. 

dinner and everything in it, the 
five acres of  land, the gardens, 
the orchard, the rental house, the 
chicken coop, and the barn. The 
land is deeded for agriculture, 
so a new owner could add pigs 
and cows to the chickens if  they 
so desired. But the house, barn 
and coop have now been sold off 
separately.

Darrah and Picard imagined 
that once the diner was put on the 
market, it would be immediately 
scooped up. They still don’t un-
derstand why it hasn’t been. It’s 
now on the market for $300,000.

“It’s not that expensive,” 
Picard said. “It’s $300,000. It 
comes with my ice cream maker, 
and there’s the soft serve ma-
chines, plus all the equipment, 
and there’s new stuff  from our 
government money,” Picard said.

While they wait for a buyer, the 
couple are establishing a new life 
on the Cape.

“There’s a community here, 
and I am a member of  the art 
association here,” Picard said. 
“I have been in a lot of  shows 
and I won Best in Show in one 
of  them. But there’s a feeling 
a guilt about not reopening the 
diner. Everyone’s going to be 
disappointed.”

Darrah wants to take a year 
off  to rethink his way through 
retirement.

“Janet has been fulfilling my 
dreams for the last 20-plus years,” 
he said. “I want to be her part-
ner, and help her fulfill her dream 
now.”

“She can paint forever,” 
Darrah said. “I can’t do what I 
did forever.”

alike. We appreciate all of  our 
dedicated staff  over the years 
[who] were the main reason for 
the diner’s success, along with, of  
course, our devoted customers. It 
is with much sadness that we will 
be disappointing so many diner 
and ice cream lovers, but the time 
has come to retire.”

Darrah, 65, and Picard, 61, 
now spend the majority of  their 
time in Falmouth, Massachusetts. 
The reason for their optimistic 
Facebook post was that the diner, 
which has been for sale for five 
years, had a buyer ready to take 
over in May.

But the deal fell through at 
the last minute, and Darrah and 
Picard decided to call it quits.

“We are perplexed why no one 
has taken the opportunity to take 
stewardship of  this busy, fun, 
hectic, community landmark,” 
the couple said. “Hopefully, there 
is someone out there.”

The elegant and Deco-ish 
Royal Diner was built in 1939 as 
Worcester Lunch Car No. 736. 
It started its life on the corner of  
Main Street and Walnut Street, 
across from what is now Brooks 
Memorial Library, moving up 
the street in 1948 to 225 Main St.

The diner and its contents were 
sold at auction in 1968. According 
to a 1979 Reformer story, a buyer 
from New Hampshire made the 
purchase and reclaimed some 
equipment. The Worcester Lunch 
Car sat behind a garage on Route 
9 for years.

It was moved in 1978 to 
Landmark Hill, and then to its 
present location on Route 9 in 
West Brattleboro in 1987.

In its long life, it has had several 
iterations, including time as a fine 
dining restaurant. It also picked 
up its first name, “Chelsea,” from 
a Joni Mitchell song.

Darrah, who had already had 
a successful restaurant career in 
Wilmington, started running it in 
May of  1990. According to town 
property records, he has owned 
it since 1999.

“I eventually bought the prop-
erty through a very generous and 
understanding landlady named 
Carol Levin, who has since passed 
away,” Darrah said in a joint in-
terview with Picard. “She helped 
me, and she was a big part of  my 
success.”

The diner certainly has been 
successful. On its five acres was 
the diner and its spacious parking 
lot, a barn, a small rental apart-
ment building, an orchard, a spa-
cious garden, and a chicken coop 
where the fresh eggs for the om-
elets came from.

Darrah used local grass-fed 
beef  and local products like honey 
and maple syrup. The meals were 
kept affordable, and the line was 
sometimes out the door.

He had known Picard, a well-
known artist who was running 
a bakery in West Townshend, 
for years before they became a 
couple.

“I made the wedding cake for 
his first wedding,” Picard said, 
laughing. “The joke is that it’s 
like the movie, Like Water for 
Chocolate. I put a hex on the 
cake.”

Once they were a couple, in 
2000, Picard began working 
alongside Darrah in the restau-
rant, although for many years she 
also had a painting studio in the 
rental house. She added a $30,000 
ice cream maker and introduced 
many creative ice cream flavors 
to the menu, chief  among them 
a Mayan chocolate that she made 
with cinnamon, fresh nutmeg, 
and a touch of  cayanne pepper.

At its peak, the kitchen was 
serving its famous breakfasts 
plus lunches and dinners seven 
days a week, closing only for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, and 
employing 30 people. It was like 
that right up until the COVID-19 
pandemic shut it down.

The year before the pandemic 
began, the couple bought a food 
truck, so they were able to keep 
on serving food — outdoors.

“We were thinking of  put-
ting it outside with the ice cream 
stand, and selling burgers and 
dogs from there so the kitchen 
didn’t get swamped like it used 
to all the time,” Picard said. “And 
it was like a blessing in disguise, 
because when Covid started we 
couldn’t open up inside. So we 
just ran the food truck the past 
three seasons, until we could open 
at full capacity again.”

W hat nicer thing 
can you do for 

somebody than make 
them breakfast?

—Anthony 
BourdAin

When the diner opened again, 
half  of  the seating had been re-
moved. With fewer guests, the 
staff’s tips diminished, and they 
left for other jobs.

“It wasn’t worth it for them,” 
Picard said. “And they just moved 
on. One of  them worked there 
for 30 years. Some worked there 
for 20, 15, 10 years. And they 
all moved on. The staff that we 
have now has stayed with us. And 
we try to hire new cooks and we 
[didn’t] get anyone.

“That’s why we were closed a 
couple of  days a week. And we 
stopped doing dinners. And then 
this year, we tried doing dinners 
on Fridays and Saturday nights, 
and it wasn’t anything special.”

In their formal statement, the 
couple said, “The government 
funding we received allowed us 
to operate the best we could dur-
ing Covid and 2022, even with 
limited seating protocols in the 
beginning. However, having to 
shut down two days per week in 
order to not overwork our limited 
staff, and increase in food costs, 
increase in utilities, increase in 
wages, along with a decrease in 
consumer spending, and then 

factoring in our ages, we are ready 
to let it go.”

The diner was last open on 
Dec. 31.

“But I want to make note that 
it is a successful place,” Picard 
said. “We’re not closing because 
it’s a loser. We’re closing because 
it’s run its course. I mean, if  we 
were 20 years younger, we’d defi-
nitely reinvest in it.”

For Darrah, who started work-
ing at 14 and says he spent half  his 
life in the Chelsea Royal’s kitchen, 
it is a bittersweet but necessary 
next step.

“I have no torch to pass on to 
my kids,” Darrah said. “They 
have their careers, and they’re 
moved on. One is a captain in the 
U.S. Army. And one is the general 
manager of  four restaurants in the 
Burlington area. It’s hard to lure 
my kids back to Brattleboro. So 
there’s no legacy to carry on.”

The couple put the diner on 
the market five years ago for 
$900,000. That included the 

BRATTLEBORO—Utilities 
D iv i s i on  c rews  f rom the 
Department of  Public Works 
will start spring flushing of  the 
town water mains on Friday, April 
21, at 10 p.m., and continue work 
through Friday, May 5.

Some daytime flushing will 
continue throughout the week of  
May 5 through May 12.

Customers are asked to check 
the flushing schedule closely, as 
flushing causes water discolor-
ation, low water pressure, and, in 
some areas, periods of  no water.

Water main flushing will occur 
during both night (10 p.m. to 6 
a.m.) and day (9 a.m. to 4 p.m.).

Schedule
– Friday, April 21 — Night: 

Marlboro Road area and Western 
Avenue from the Chelsea Royal 
Diner on Marlboro Road to 
Melrose Street and Stockwell 
Drive. Water will be off for sev-
eral hours on Carriage Hill, 
Yorkshire Circle, and Hampshire 
Circle.

– Saturday, April 22 — Night: 
Western Avenue from Edward 
Heights to I-91. Water will be 
off  for several hours on Signal 
Hill, Hillcrest Terrace, Carriage 
Hill, Hampshire Circle, Yorkshire 
Circle, Greenleaf  Street, Country 
Hill, Green Meadow, South 
Street, Thayer Ridge, West 
Village Meeting House, New 
England Drive, and Brattle Street.

– Sunday, April 23 — Night: 
Western Avenue from I-91 to 
Green Street/Crosby Street/
Williams Street area. Water will 
be off for several hours on Signal 
Hill, Hillcrest Terrace, Solar Hill, 
Greenhill Parkway, Brattle Street, 
and New England Drive.

– Monday, April 24 — Day: 
Carriage Hill. Night: Bonnyvale 
Road, Glen Street, Cedar Street, 
Spruce Street area, Greenhill 
Parkway, Chestnut Hill, Green 
Street, High Street, and School 
Street area.

– Tuesday, April 25 — Night: 

Guilford Street, Signal Hill, 
Hillcrest Terrace, Maple Street, 
Chestnut Street, and Esteyville 
area.

–  Wednesday,  Apr i l  26 
— Night: Canal Street from 
Fairview Street south to John 
Seitz Drive, Fairview Street, 
Ledgewood Heights, Winter 
Street, Fairground Road, Atwood 
Street, and Sunny Acres.

– Thursday, April  27 — 
Day: SIT Graduate Institute, 
Dickinson Road, Kipling Road, 
and Black Mountain Road. Night: 
Canal Street from Main Street 
to Fairground Road, Lexington 
Avenue, Belmont Avenue, Horton 
Place, Homestead Place, Brook 
and Clark Street area, Flat Street, 
and Elliot Street (east end).

– Friday, April 28 — Day: Oak 
Grove Avenue and Pine Street 
area. Night: Prospect Street, 
South Main Street, Marlboro 
Avenue area, Frost Street, Elliot 
Street (west end).

– Sunday, April 30 — Night: 
Washington Street area, South 
Main from Lawrence Street to 
Prospect Street.

– Monday, May 1 — Night: 
Cotton Mill Hill, Vernon Road, 
Morningside Commons.

– Tuesday, May 2 — Night: 
Oak Street area, Main Street area.

–  Wednesday,  May 3  — 
Night: Linden Street, Route 30, 
Putney Road from Park Place 
to Vermont Veterans Memorial 
Bridge. Vermont Avenue and 
Eaton Avenue, Terrace Street, 
Tyler Street, Walnut Street, and 
Wantastiquet Drive.

– Thursday, May 4 — Night: 
Putney Road from Vermont 
Veterans Memorial Bridge to 
Exit 3.

– Friday, May 5— Day: Exit 
1 and Old Guilford Road to 
Welcome Center. Night: Putney 
Road north of  Exit 3, Ferry Road, 
Glen Orne Drive.

– Friday, May 12 — Flushing 
of  the water mains in Tri-
Park Cooperative Housing and 

Deepwood Park developments. 
Morning: Lower section to in-
clude Village Drive, Valley Road, 
Maplewood Drive, Edgewood 
Drive, Lynwood Drive, Reservoir 
Road, Hemlock Drive, and 
Woodvale and the lower part of  
Winding Hill Road. Afternoon: 
Upper section to include up-
per part of  Winding Hill Road, 
Deepwood Park, Stonewall Drive, 
Record Drive, Autumn Hill, 
Windward Drive, and the rest of  
Lynwood Drive.

Questions can be directed to the 
Brattleboro Department of  Public 
Works: 802-254-4255 or mearle@
brattleboro.org.

Spring water main 
flushing begins April 21 

B R AT T L E B O R O

I used to work in a fire hydrant factory. You 
couldn’t park anywhere near the place.

—Steven Wright

PUBLIC 
NOTICES

T H E  C O M M O N S  • Wednesday, April 19, 2023  NEWS  A3

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

n Diner closes FROM SECTION FRONT

Inflection points in the Chelsea 
Royal’s history from the pages of  
the Brattleboro Daily Reformer. At 
left, a front-page display ad that ran 
on April 11, 1939 announcing the 
following day’s opening of  the new 
Worcester Lunch Car. On the right is 
a public auction notice that ran in the 
newspaper’s June 6, 1968 edition.

NEWSPAPERS.COM



Computer questions?
Tired of feeling out of control?
 
Patient, Sympathetic Coaching
Macs • Windows • iPads • Tablets 

Annamarie 802-451-1941   
www.PatientSympatheticCoaching.com

COMPUTER 
QUESTIONS?

Tired of feeling out of control?

Patient, Sympathetic Coaching
Macs • Windows
iPads • Tablets

Annamarie 802-451-1941
PatientSympatheticCoaching.com

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS!
Bellows Falls Garage
115 Rockingham Street 

Bellows Falls, VT
Brand new, affordable apartments located in historical downtown Bellows 
Falls.  Studios, One and Two Bedroom apartments are now leasing for 
June.  Affordable rents include Heat, Hot Water and Electricity.  Income 
Limits Apply.  Must pass criminal, landlord and credit checks.  This is 
a non-smoking property.  

For more information, please contact:
Stewart Property Management, Inc.

45 Rockingham Street, 
Bellows Falls VT 05101

(802) 463-9863
www.stewartproperty.net 

Hi, my name is Cali! I came from the South to fi nd 
my new home. I am young and impressionable and 
should be able to live with respectful dogs, cats and 
kids. I am a very wiggly young lady who loves people. 
I can be a bit shy at fi rst, but I warm up very quickly.

Hi, my name is Damon. I came from the South to fi nd 
my new home. I am very sweet and outgoing and loves 
my people. My previous life is unknown, but I may be 
able to live another respectful dog. Cats would be a 
total unknown. If you have kids they should be on the 
older side.

Hi there, I’m the fabulous Smokey! I’m a very social 
boy who loves to be right in the middle of things. I 
am used to being primarily outdoors so I may want 
quite a bit of outdoor access in my new home. I don’t 
seem to mind other cats so I may be able to have a 
feline friend in my new home. Dogs would be new so 

introductions should be gradual. I’m done waiting around for my new 
home so come meet me today!

916 West River Rd, Brattleboro, VT
802-254-2232 • wchs4pets.org

PETS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION
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www.tcvermont.com
Brattleboro – Burlington

Rutland – Manchester

Ad graciously sponsored by
Trust Company of Vermont

College news
•  Community College of  

Vermont (CCV)-Brattleboro 
student Krystal Martin has 
been named a 2023 New Century 
Workforce Scholar and will re-
ceive a $1,250 scholarship. Martin 
works full-time in finance for C&S 
Wholesale Grocers and is pursuing 
an associate degree in accounting. 
The scholarship is the first of  its 
kind to support students at as-
sociate degree-granting institu-
tions on a national scale as they 
plan to enter the workforce upon 
the completion of  a degree or 
certificate. Scholars are selected 
based on their academic accom-
plishments, leadership, activities, 
and how they extend their intel-
lectual talents beyond the class-
room. More than 2,400 students 
were nominated from more than 
1,300 college campuses across the 
country. Only one New Century 
Workforce Scholar was selected 
from each state.

•  S y d n e y  H e n r y  o f  
Brattleboro, a member of  the 
Class of  2023, has been inducted 
into Alpha Beta Gamma, Stonehill 
College’s chapter of  Kappa Delta 
Pi, the international honor society 
for education majors.

Transitions
• Parks Place Community 

Resource Center in Bellows Falls 
has added new board members 
Krista Gay, a young lawyer 
from Athens, and Kathleen 
Govotski, activist with the 
Rotary Club of  Bellows Falls 
and the Chamber of  Commerce. 
Gay is a first-generation college 
graduate, who has returned to 
her roots in Vermont. She is the 
youngest member of  the Parks 
Place board at 29. Govotski comes 
to the board with years of  small 
business experience and family 
Italian and Irish traditions. As a 
founder of  Halladay’s herb busi-
ness, florist shop, and the Harvest 
Inn, she knows the Bellows Falls 

community well.
• Theatre Adventure, Inc., a 

non-profit organization provid-
ing year-round performing arts 
programming for people with 
disabilities, welcomes two new 
board members, Ora Grodsky 
and Wendy Pauloo. Grodsky 
is a co-founder of  Just Works 
Consulting, and has more than 25 
years of  experience consulting or-
ganizations for social change. She 
is currently authoring a book on 
transformational organizational 
consulting. Pauloo has worked ex-
tensively with children and fami-
lies, in performing arts and social 
services. She was the assistant pro-
duction manager at Pioneer Valley 
Performing Arts Charter School, 
and has more than 30 years of  ex-
perience teaching creative drama. 
She has worked as an advocate, 
creating a foster care program for 
high-risk children, and provid-
ing support services at a domes-
tic violence shelter for women and 
children.

Obituaries
• Dr. John 

T u r n e r 
C h a r d , 9 0 , 
of  Brattleboro. 
Died on April 8, 
2023 in the com-
fort of  his home, 
surrounded by 

family. Born in 1932 in Elizabeth, 
New Jersey, he was the son of  
Roland Turner and Kathleen 
Cottell Chard. John was the be-
loved husband of  the late state 
Sen. Nancy Chard, and a well-
respected orthopedic surgeon at 
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital 
for 46 years. John graduated with 
an electrical engineering degree 
from Princeton University in 
the class of  1954. He then at-
tended Cornell Medical School 
graduating in 1958. He com-
pleted his surgical residency 
program at the University of  
Rochester from 1958-1960. He 
then entered the Air Force, serv-
ing as a captain on active duty at 

Incirlik Air Base in Turkey from 
1959-1962, and in the Air Force 
Reserve through 1972. John mar-
ried Nancy Imlay on Aug. 31, 
1961 in Athens, Greece. They 
returned to Rochester in 1963 
where he completed an ortho-
pedic surgery residency at the 
same university from 1963-1966, 
leaving as Chief  Resident. He 
was certified by the American 
Board of  Orthopedic Surgery in 
1968 and became a Fellow of  the 
American College of  Surgeons 
in 1969. He was founding part-
ner of  Orthopedic Associates 
of  Brattleboro. John served as 
president of  the Vermont State 
Medical Society in 1999 and in 
his community in many capaci-
ties including as a member of  the 
local school board, Brattleboro 
Development Review Board, and 
was often seen at BUHS sporting 
events serving as the attending 
physician. John was a dedicated 
medical professional who deeply 
cared for his community and 
state. Throughout his life, John 
enjoyed skiing, white water ca-
noeing, camping and gardening. 
John is survived by Susan Iger 
(sister), Jean Chard (sister-in-law), 
Sara Chard (daughter), Joshua 
Chard (son) and wife Heather 
Cutting Chard, Burtis Chard 
(son), and grandchildren Victoria 
Pease Nicholas Pease; John Pease; 
Jackson Chard; Rachel Chard; and 
great-grandson, Bradley Pease. 
He is also survived by five nieces 
and their families. John was pre-
ceded in death by his wife, and 
his brother, David Edward Chard. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A re-
membrance for John will be held 
later this spring; the exact date, 
time and location of  the event to 
be determined. Family and friends 
are invited to express their con-
dolences and fond memories of  
John. In lieu of  flowers, donations 
may be made to your favorite lo-
cal healthcare charity, Windham 
County Humane Society, or the 
Vermont Land Trust. To share 
a memory or send messages of  
condolence to the family, visit 
atamaniuk.com.

• Barbara E. “Barb” Covey, 
83, of  West Dummerston. Died 
peacefully at home, with her 
family by her side, on March 
21, 2023. Barb was born June 4, 
1939 at Grace Cottage Hospital in 
Townshend, attended Leland & 
Gray Seminary, and later married 
and moved to West Dummerston 
to raise her family. Barb worked 
at Maple Valley Ski Area for many 
years and held various retail sales 
positions throughout her life. She 
was a member of  the American 
Legion Post 5 Auxiliary as well 
as an auxiliary member of  the 
F.O.E. #2445, both in Brattleboro. 
Family was important to Barb. She 
loved spending time with her chil-
dren, grandchildren and her great 
grandchildren. Younger years 
found Barb square dancing, play-
ing Bingo and cards, and teaching 
4-H kids to knit and crochet. She 
loved Hampton Beach and the 
yearly trips with her mom and 
friends. She loved to bowl and 
was a member of  the Busy Bees 
bowling league for many years. 
She loved attending the country 
and western music jamborees, 
dancing, and having fun with her 
friends. Barb was predeceased 
by her parents, Harold & Ruth 
Putnam, and her two sisters, Ruth 
Jacobs and Roberta Stone. She is 
survived by her children, Deborah 
(Brian) Maher of  Essex Junction, 
Robert Covey Jr. of  Brattleboro, 
and Cynthia (Chuck) Bezanson 
of  West Dummerston. She is also 
survived by her grandchildren 
Melissa (Phil) Butt, Josh (Jesse) 
Maher, Carl (Shelby) Bezanson, 
and Colby Bezanson, and great-
grandchildren Cameron and Kyle 
Butt, Esmary Maher, and Joziah, 
Keegan, and Lincoln Bezanson, 
who will miss their “Gramma 
Chipmunk” but will have special 
memories of  time spent with her. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: Services 
are private and will be at the con-
venience of  the family.

• Michelle 
R e n e e 
Ha m e l , 5 6 , 
of  Brattleboro. 
D i e d  A p r i l 
5 ,  2 0 2 3  a t 
B r a t t l e b o r o 
M e m o r i a l 

Hospital following an extended 
battle with cancer. Michelle was 
born in Springfield, Massachusetts 
on May 11, 1966, the daughter 
of  Ronald and the late Marlene 
(Paquette) Labrie. She grew up 
in Springfield attending pub-
lic schools, including Roger L. 
Putnam High School located in 
the Pine Point section of  the city. 
While residing in Springfield, she 
was employed as a sales associate 
for Store 451. Locally, Michelle 
worked at the Drop-In Center 
in Brattleboro as the food shelf  
coordinator. She retired early 
due to a health-related disabil-
ity. Michelle enjoyed crocheting 
and her needlework was excep-
tional. She also enjoyed coloring 
with pencils, playing cards, taking 
care of  her house plants, and time 
spent with her family, especially 

her grandchildren. On April 18, 
1987, in Springfield, she was 
married to Allen W. Hamel, who 
survives. Michelle also leaves her 
three children, Allen “AJ” Hamel, 
Kaylynn Hayward (Chris), and 
Alyssa-Ann Hamel and her fiancé 
Chris Cronk, all of  Brattleboro; 
her father of  Springfield; broth-
ers Ronald and Mark Labrie, and 
a sister, Robin Labrie-Consiglio, 
all of  Springfield. Additionally, 
she is survived by five grandchil-
dren, many nieces and nephews, 
and several cousins. MEMORIAL IN-
FORMATION: A memorial gather-
ing to remember and celebrate her 
life will be held at a future date and 
time to be announced. Donations 
to the Windham County Humane 
Society, P.O. Box 397, Brattleboro, 
VT 05302. To send condolences, 
visit atamaniuk.com (https
www.atamaniuk.com).

• Geraldine 
“ G e r r y ” 
Kunkle, 92, 
o f  P u t n e y. 
Died March 23, 
2023 at Vernon 
Green Nursing 
Home, follow-

ing a period of  declining health. 
Gerry was born March 5, 1931 
in Binghamton, New York, the 
sixth of  seven daughters born to 
her Ukrainian immigrant parents, 
Alexander and Fannie (Medwid) 
Gaidosh. Gerry overcame polio 
as a teenager, which contributed 
to her fighting spirit. With de-
termination and compassion to 
help others, she became a camp 
counselor for other polio survi-
vors. Gerry attended Franklin 
School of  Science and Arts in 
Philadelphia, completing her cer-
tification as a radiology technician. 
It was there she met the love of  
her life, John Kunkle. They were 
married in Philadelphia on Feb. 9, 
1952. Settling in Woodbury, New 
Jersey, Gerry and John raised their 
family while owning and operat-
ing Pitman Clinical Laboratory 
in Pitman, New Jersey. In 1978, 
Gerry and John fulfilled their 
desire to live in Vermont and 
moved to Putney. It was here that 
Gerry lovingly maintained their 
200-year-old farmhouse and sur-
rounding property. Her greatest 
joy was tending her many flower 
gardens and sharing plants with 
neighbors and friends. Every 
year she anxiously awaited the 
sound of  peepers and blooming 
daffodils, signaling the arrival of  
spring. Gerry loved music and 
could often be found dancing to a 
polka at family celebrations. Gerry 
lived a long, full, and active life. 
She was a devoted wife, mother, 
grandmother, great grandmother, 
and loyal friend. She will be re-
membered for her tremendous 
kindness, exceptional generosity, 
and strong sense of  justice. She 
is survived by her six children, 
Dave Kunkle of  Brattleboro, Jeff 
Kunkle and his wife Cathy of  
Harrisonville, New Jersey, Wayne 
Kunkle and his partner Camilla 
Arnold of  Westminster West, 
Jan Spanierman and her husband 
David of  Putney, Judy Harlow 
of  Putney, and Diane Vergara 
and her partner Pierre Landry of  
Brattleboro. In addition, she leaves 
16 grandchildren,14 great-grand-
children, and numerous nieces and 
nephews. Gerry was predeceased 
by her husband John in 2012, and 
her sisters Anna, Mary, Margaret, 
Genevieve, Helen, and Jacqueline. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A me-
morial service will be held later in 
the spring. Donations to Putney 
Community Cares, the Putney 
Foodshelf, or St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.

•  Vi n c e nt 
F r a n c i s 
“ J i m m y ” 
Maniscalchi, 
86, of  Putney. 
Died Feb.  4 , 
2 0 2 3  a t  t h e 
VA  H o s p i t a l 

in White River Junction. He 
was born on Feb. 10, 1936, in 
Thompsonville Connecticut, 
to the late Vincenzo and Rose 
(Sicilia) Maniscalchi. Vincent 
graduated from Enfield (Conn.) 
High School and then enlisted 
in the Air Force. While serv-
ing in Germany, he attended 
Heidelberg University. After the 
Air Force, he went on to study at 
Asnuntuck Community College 
and University of  Hartford. 
On Oct. 20, 1962, he married 
his one true love, Carol (Holt) 
Maniscalchi. Jimmy had a well-
rounded work background and 
will be lovingly remembered for 
his funny stories, his often-told 
jokes, and his ability to laugh at 
himself  and spread that laugh-
ter to others. He was always cel-
ebratory at family gatherings and 
just as happy to be home with his 
wife Carol. He loved their yearly 
trips to the ocean in Maine. Jim 
took pride in his freshly cut lawn 
after hours on his mower. He 
loved sitting on his porch with 
family. Singing songs, speak-
ing, and teaching Italian were 
his favorite past times. Jim was 
so sharp. In his final days and 
loved to chat about family sto-
ries of  days gone by. He loved 

sports and played football in high 
school and later was the manager 
of  the Hartford Knights, a semi-
pro team in the Atlantic Coast 
Football League, then went on to 
coach Pop Warner, where he was 
known as “Coach Scalch.” Later 
could be seen pacing the side-
lines while watching his son play 
football in high school. Jim was 
a proud Notre Dame, Patriots, 
and Yankees fan. He also volun-
teered at the nursing home and 
loved to put a smile on everyone’s 
face, wherever he went. Jimmy 
was also a third degree member 
of  the Knights of  Columbus. 
Jimmy is survived and will be 
missed dearly by his wife of  60 
years; his son, Mark; and daugh-
ters Jeanne and her husband, and 
Mark, Jennifer and her fiancé 
Mike; nine grandchildren and one 
great-granddaughter; his sister, 
Annie; sisters-in-law Joyce White 
and Linda Blank; and many nieces 
and nephews. In addition to his 
parents, Jimmy was predeceased 
by his two brothers, Jerry and 
Charlie, and three sisters, Lilly, 
Mary, and Florence. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: A funeral Mass 
will be held on Saturday, April 
22, at 10 a.m., at Saint Marie’s 
Parish in Manchester New 
Hampshire. Interment will take 
place at the New Hampshire State 
Veterans Cemetery on May 22, 
at 2 p.m., with a Celebration of  
Life to follow at Mountain View 
Stables, 7175 School St., Loudon, 
New Hampshire. Donations 
to Windham County Humane 
Society, P.O. Box 397, Brattleboro, 
VT 05302. To view an online trib-
ute, leave a message of  condo-
lence, or for more information, 
visit csnh.com.

• Alexander David “Alex” 
Nislick, 80, of  Brattleboro. Died 
on March 18, 2023. He was born 
in Newark, NJ on June 8, 1942, 
and grew up in South Orange, N.J. 
After attending Columbia High 
School in New Jersey, he attended 
and graduated from the University 
of  North Carolina in 1966 with a 
M.A in theater arts. After gradu-
ation, he proudly served his coun-
try in the Army. Forty-four years 
ago, Alex moved to Brattleboro 
for a more rural lifestyle. He was 
the founder and owner of  Nislick 
Upholstery. For 36 years, he was 
employed as a mental health 
worker at Brattleboro Retreat. 
Alex was a creative man and ex-
celled at many things, including 
set design for the theater, up-
holstery, carpentry, and canvas 
sail restoration. He had a passion 
for sailing and owned a classic 
wooden sailboat called Summer 
Song. Upon retiring he wrote, “As 
to where I will go, My answer to 
everyone is: Wherever the wind 
takes me.” He is survived by his 
brother Stephen Nislick, his sis-
ter- in-law, Linda Marcus; and 
sons Micah Kellner, and Daniel 
Kellner, his wife, Sasha, and their 
children, Devon and Jonah. By 
those who knew him, Alex was 
described as a genuinely good 
human being with a spark of  
mischief  and humor. MEMORIAL 
INFORMATION: None provided.

• Susan B. Neathawk, 77, of  
Chester. Died on March 30, 2023, 
at Gill Nursing Home in Ludlow, 
following complications with 
Alzheimer’s disease. Known as 
Sue, Susie, and Susan to different 
folks, she was born on April 15, 
1945, in Bellows Falls, the fourth 
of  five daughters of  Perley C. and 
Ada E. (Miller) Bell. She grew up 
in Grafton and was a 1963 gradu-
ate of  Bellows Falls High School. 
Susan worked at many local busi-
nesses including the lunch coun-
ter at the Grafton Store, Britt’s 
department store in Springfield, 
and Mary Meyer stuffed animals 
in Townsend. Most of  her work 
years were spent as a rural letter 
carrier out of  the Chester Post 
Office, covering familiar ter-
ritory in Athens, Grafton, and 
Chester. For a short time, she 
even worked as a welder at her 
father’s Bellway furnace busi-
ness. She was fortunate to retire 
at age 62, as Alzheimer’s started 
affecting her by age 70. Susie was 
quiet, unassuming, and got along 
with everyone. She was active in 
her church, was a volunteer driver 
for the elderly, and opened her 
home to others in need as they 
got on their feet. She was a lover 
of  dogs and cats. She was very 
crafty, loved DIY garden art proj-
ects and enjoyed decorating her 
home and yard. Quilting and sew-
ing were regular hobbies. Much 
akin to her father’s interests, she 
enjoyed riding her motorcycle, a 
Honda Rebel, and was a longtime 
active member of  the Christian 
Motorcyclists Association. She 
had a large collection of  sheep and 
lamb objects. She enjoyed thrift-
ing, antiquing, and yard sales. She 
is survived by her three children, 
Kevin W. of  Grafton, Kimberly J. 
of  Chester, and Shane J. (Billie) of  
Rockingham; and her three grand-
children, Claire N. Shillington 
of  South Hadley, Massachusetts 
and Brandon W. and Jared M. of  
Charlestown, New Hampshire. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: Per her 
wishes, there will be no funeral 

service. Donations in her memory 
may be sent to the Alzheimer’s 
Association or to Gill Nursing 
Home in Ludlow, Vermont.

• Alane Georgia Perkins, 
78, of  Brattleboro. Died April 
2, 2023 at home, following a long 
courageous battle with cancer. She 
was born in Norwalk, Connecticut 
on Dec. 25, 1944, the daugh-
ter of  Aubrey Lloyd and Byllee 
Lloyd Gould. She was a gradu-
ate of  Norwalk High School, 
Class of  1962, and attended the 
University of  Connecticut. Alane 
began her career in finance at 
Country Journal magazine, where 
she spent 10 years until she part-
nered to start Mortgage Service 
Center as the vice president of  
loan administration. The company 
was eventually sold to Chittenden 
Bank, where she served as vice 
president of  loan servicing until 
she retired to pursue her love of  
traveling. Alane was always look-
ing forward to her next destina-
tion; from England, Germany, 
Australia, Mexico, and Italy, to 
the West Coast of  the U.S. and 
several islands, just to name a 
few. Her thirst for adventure was 
endless. Alane had a true pas-
sion for gardening, and often had 
people drive by her home to ad-
mire her perennial gardens. Her 
greatest joys in life were spend-
ing time with family and friends, 
sitting by the ocean, going to the 
theater, traveling in her camper, 
and golfing. She always put oth-
ers first and lived every moment 
to its fullest, making a lasting im-
pression on all those that had the 
pleasure of  knowing her. Alane 
was a pillar of  strength and com-
passion who will never be forgot-
ten. Alane is survived by her fiancé 
Ralph Halvorsen of  Hampton, 
New Hampshire; daughters Lorin 
Young and her husband Colin of  
Brattleboro, and Kellee Enos and 
her companion David Barden 
of  Raleigh, North Carolina; sis-
ters Jean Casceillo and her hus-
band David of  Chesterfield, 
New Hampshire, Barbara Foreit 
of  Norwalk, Pat Brovender 
of  Strafford, Connecticut, and 
Audrey Buckner of  Sun City 
Center, Florida; her brother Jim 
Lloyd and his wife Dorothy of  
Atlanta, Georgia; granddaugh-
ters Miranda McLoughlin of  
Brattleboro, Meghan Baldinelli 
of  Keene, New Hampshire, and 
Colleen Young of  Swanzey, New 
Hampshire, and four great-grand-
children. She was predeceased by 
her husband Irving Perkins, son 
Gregg Enos, and brother Donald 
Lloyd. MEMORIAL INFORMATION: 
A memorial service will be held on 
Friday, April 21, at 3 p.m., at the 
Ker Phaneuf  Funeral Home, 57 
High St., Brattleboro, followed 
by a celebration of  life gather-
ing at the Brattleboro Country 
Club. Donations to the Windham 
County Humane Society, P.O. Box 
397, Brattleboro, VT, 05302.

• Betty Porter, 79, of  
Brattleboro. Died peacefully on 
Good Friday, April 7, 2023. She 
courageously fought cancer in 
the last years of  her life and lived 
far longer than the prognosis for 
her disease in part due to her re-
silience, life-affirming attitude, 
and being one tough bird. Born 
Betty Pamela Shultz on July 2, 
1943, Betty grew up in the rural 
Florida panhandle. She would al-
ways exclaim: “I had a wonderful 
childhood,” and reminisced about 
spending time playing in the fields 
and helping with farming in the 
1940s and 1950s. Betty married 
and settled with her husband in 
Brattleboro, where she resided 
for over 60 years. She gave birth 
to a daughter, Lisa Giallella of  
Abilene, Texas, and then Robert 
Giallella of  Dummerston. Betty 
remarried in the early 1970’s and 
had her third child, Renée Crispe 
of  West Brattleboro. Betty gave 
100% of  herself  to her three chil-
dren whom she loved limitlessly. 
She was the dearest and most lov-
ing mother a child could hope for, 
and her children are forever grate-
ful for her benevolence and dedi-
cation in being an extraordinary 
mother to them. The values and 
inspiration imparted by Betty to 
her children carry forward with 
pride and thankfulness. Betty 
had many grandchildren who 
would always light up her whole 
world. She treasured every mo-
ment she got to spend with them. 
She passed on timeless wisdom 
and advice to them that they will 
never forget. Betty was a familiar 
friendly face at many local restau-
rants as a hard-working waitress 
for nearly 50 years in the commu-
nity. Betty valued the importance 
of  a day’s work and steadfastly 
worked very hard her entire adult 
life. She gained regular customers 
who went to the restaurant just to 
see the smiling, exceptional Betty 
whom they came to know and 
love. Betty was extremely active 
for many years in her local church, 
Mountain View Seventh-Day 
Adventist, in Vernon. She loved 
to cook and faithfully participated 
in potlucks after services. Betty 
deeply appreciated her wonderful 
friends at the church. She forged 
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close relationships and touched 
the lives and hearts of  innumer-
able parishioners with her friendly 
smile, approachable demeanor, 
and her kind, honest spirit. Betty 
unwaveringly maintained a posi-
tive, welcoming attitude which 
made her soothing and relaxing 
to be around. She would regularly 
greet folks with a big hug, and 
loved and accepted all people from 
all walks of  life, treating everyone 
with dignity. She extended a self-
less kindness which was inspiring 
to all who knew her. M EMORIAL 
INFORMATION : A Celebration of  
Life service will be held Sunday, 
April 23, at 1 p.m., at Mountain 
View Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in Vernon. Donations to 
Bayada Hospice, 1222 Putney 
Rd., Suite 107, Brattleboro, VT 
05301. To send condolences, visit 
atamaniuk.com .

• Stephen “Steve” Ritchie, 
81,  of  Brattleboro, Died at home 
on March 3, 2023, surrounded by 
the love of  his family, after a three-
month struggle with cancer. Steve 
was born and grew up in New 
Jersey and, after graduating from 
Northwestern University, taught 
instrumental music in Denville 
New Jersey. When he and his fam-
ily moved to Oregon, he taught 
instrumental music and was a 
band director in the Portland and 
Lake Oswego schools. After retir-
ing to Vermont, he continued to 
teach part-time at St. Michael’s 
School and the Brattleboro Music 
Center. A lifelong learner, Steve 
had many interests, from garden-
ing to astronomy; from collecting 
minerals to root beers; taking ex-
tended road trips in the west with 
Barbara, his wife of  56 years; fol-
lowing the “Dinosaur Trail” in 
Montana; enjoying great food, 
whether in New York City, Santa 
Fe, or Atlanta; hiking and walk-
ing in beautiful places in all parts 
of  the country, even when carry-
ing a bear bell in Montana; going 
to concerts in many locations, es-
pecially when his sons and grand-
son were performing. He is greatly 
missed by his wife, Barbara; his 
son Gregg of  Portland, Oregon; 
his son and daughter-in-law Brad 
and Maya of  Atlanta, Georgia; and 
especially by his grandson Zane 
of  Atlanta, with whom he shared 
a birthday, many interests, and a 
special bond. Steve is also survived 
by his brother Bob Ritchie and 
wife Susan of  Florida, and by his 
brother-in-law Dan Vertrees and 
wife Judith Haworth of  Oregon, 
and other extended family who 
loved him. M EMORIAL INFOR-
MATION : In accordance with his 
wishes, there will be no memorial 
service. Instead, his family sug-
gests that you remember Steve as 
you take time to help a neighbor, 
walk with a friend, spend time 
with family, learn something new, 
and — always — be kind.

 Services 
•  Graveside 

committal ser-
vices for  Percy 
F. Powling  will 
be conducted 
Friday, April 21, 
at 11 a.m., in 
South Newfane 

Cemetery on Auger Hole Road, 
with a reception to follow at 
Williamsville Hall. Mr. Powling, 
92, of  Williamsville died on Jan. 
7, 2023. To view his full obituary, 
visit  atamaniuk.com .

•  Graveside 
committal ser-
vices with full 
military honors 
for  Raymond 
H. Mercier  will 
be conducted 
Saturday, April 

22, at 10 a.m., in North Cemetery 
in Vernon. Mr. Mercier, 71, of  
Mercier Road in Marlboro, died 
January 29, 2023. To view his 
full obituary, visit  atamaniuk.com .

•  In remem-
brance of   Diane 
Allen Bassett
(1940-2023), 
f a m i l y  a n d 
friends are in-
vited to attend a 
graveside service 

at Meetinghouse Hill Cemetery on 
Orchard Street in Brattleboro on 
Sunday, April 30, at 1 p.m. 
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Bellows Falls Middle School principal Henry Bailly. 

on June 22, and the 2023-24 
school year begins on Aug. 30. 
Bailly steps in as the official 
BFMS principal on July 1.

He also hopes to start the 
coming school year with a new 
assistant principal. A search com-
mittee has formed with input 
from students and community 
members. Candidate interviews 
start within the next few weeks.

 Climate and culture 
When asked what his imme-

diate focus will be as principal, 
Bailly instantly responds with 
“improving the school’s climate 
and culture. I want to turn that 
around a little bit here.”

He noted that “a lot of  trau-
matized kids come here to 
school, and Covid didn’t help 
that trauma.”

BFMS has 240 students, num-
bers that have somewhat stabi-
lized after falling for some time.

“For some kids, coming here 
to school is the best part of  their 
day,” Bailly said. “Creating a good 
climate and culture can make a 
huge di� erence for them. That’s 
what I want to do here.”

“Students feed o�  the school 
climate, positive or negative,” 
Bailly said.

Bailly explained that the school 
has had three administrative 
teams in as many years, on top 
of  a number of  administrative 
changes in previous years.

He said creating stability 
and a positive school culture in 

the administration is a priority, 
noting that he already has two 
“great, experienced administra-
tive assistants.”

“They have lots of  experience 
in the district,” he said. “I lean on 
both of  them quite a bit.”

Suddenly � nding himself  in the 
role of  a principal last fall while 
also short on sta�  made Bailly rely 
regularly on input from Windham 
Northeast Supervisory Union 
Superintendent Andrew Haas 
over the past several months. 
Bailly said he feels that having 
that good connection with the 
school district administrators will 
be an advantage for him.

“The superintendent was 
great,” Bailly said. “I feel we’ve 
built a strong relationship. Going 
to him over the past several 
months for advice or with ques-
tions really helped me. He was 
always there and available to me.”

Bailly said he is already plan-
ning ahead with his team, work-
ing out how they will proceed 
with the new school year and 
what changes might need to be 
made.

He said they are looking at 
using what is referred to as the 
“house system” to organize the 
students into smaller groups. 
Such structure gives students a 
sense of  belonging, o� ers them 
a place for their voices will be 
heard, and helps fosters a strong 
sense of  community and coopera-
tion, he said.

 Teaching to 
standards 

When asked how he feels about 
schools around the country com-
ing under pressure from some 
state legislatures and some par-
ents upset at real or contrived 
school and curriculum contro-
versies, Bailly says he’s not par-
ticularly concerned about that.

“There hasn’t been a lot of  
push from administrators or 

parents to change the curriculum 
here,” he said. “We’re given edu-
cational standards by the state as 
to what children should be taught 
in each grade. We have a lot of  
� exibility as to how the individual 
teacher teaches to those standards 
in a variety of  ways.”

While acknowledging that 
many schools are facing a lot of  
pressure from any number of  out-
side forces to make changes to � t 

their particular agendas, he says 
he hopes to avoid that here.

“School isn’t a place for your 
personal biases,” Bailly said. “I 
hope we can maintain that here. 
You may have things you feel 
strongly about outside of  school, 
and that’s � ne. But I am not in fa-
vor of  personal social agendas be-
ing pushed on a school.” 

 Seery earns second runner 
up in Miss Vermont contest  
 Brattleboro native is Bernie Sanders’ 
digital producer and has a long 
history of climate activism  

  COURTESY PHOTO 

Meara Seery 

 By Virginia Ray
  The Commons

  BRATTLEBORO—Meara 
Seery has placed third — second 
runner-up — in this year’s Miss 
Vermont competition.

The contest was held April 16 
at Spruce Peak Performing Arts 
Center in Stowe.

“I had a great weekend,” said 
the 2018 Brattleboro Union High 
School graduate, who competed 
with 10 other women. “It was 
such a fun time. The women were 
incredible, and I feel very lucky to 
get to know all of  them. I’m very 
glad I did it.”

So, are pageants anything like 
what we saw portrayed in � lms 
like  Miss Congeniality , starring 
Sandra Bullock?

“The overall message — not 
to judge a book by its cover and 
that the women who partici-
pate are intelligent — is accu-
rate, but overall it’s a different 
experience,” said Seery, who 
will hold her current local title 
of  Miss Heart of  Vermont until 
September.

The Brattleboro native can 
choose to again compete in the 
Miss Vermont contest in 2024.

“I’d like young women to 
know you can come from any 
background and still be success-
ful in the Miss Vermont and Miss 
America organizations,” said 
Seery. “And there isn’t just one 
type of  person that competes; 
there are a lot of  di� erent per-
sonalities that compete.”

 Uncowed by judges 
Sunday’s competition included 

four phases: a private, 10-minute 
interview with the judges, talent, 
� tness, and evening gown.

Regarding her interview, Seery 
said, “I think it went super well. 
It’s the best I’ve ever felt coming 
out of  an interview.”

During the Q&A, judges asked 
many questions about her com-
munity service, she said. They 
also asked her to name � ve breeds 
of  cows.

“I got four,” said the winner 
with a smile.

For her 90-second talent seg-
ment, Seery sang “Shallow” 
from A Star is Born .

In the � tness portion, contes-
tants modeled athletic wear. The 
evening gown phase, said Seery, 
was “when you get to showcase 
your personal style.”

 Promoting 
social causes 

As Miss Heart of  Vermont, 
Seery will continue making ap-
pearances and working toward 
her community service initia-
tive. She explained that in the 
Miss America organization each 
delegate has a community service 
mission. Hers is “climate change, 
creating healthier agriculture, 
neighborhoods, generations, and 
environments.”

“You basically spend the time 
you’re involved promoting what-
ever social cause you’re passionate 
about,” said Seery, who this year 
organized a local bottle drive that 
saved just about 1,000 recyclables 
from ending up in a land� ll.

Community activism inspired 
by her love of  the outdoors is not 
new for Seery, who logged more 

than 600 hours of  such work at 
BUHS. During that time, she 
volunteered at Green Mountain 
Camp for Girls and in the BUHS 
administrative offices, taking 
“pretty much any opportunity” 
for climate volunteerism that 
came her way.

At BUHS, Seery, a trumpet 
player, also represented Vermont 
in district band and district jazz 
band, and she successfully au-
ditioned for the Vermont state 
band. She also played high school 
and college � eld hockey, captain-
ing her teams as both a senior in 
BUHS and at George Washington 
University.

She had participated in the 
Strolling of  the Heifers parade 
each year since 2005 until the � -
nal one in 2019, and attended the 
Governor’s Institute summer pro-
grams for both art and science.

Seery is the last to be crowned 
queen for Brattleboro’s Winter 
Carnival and was selected to 
represent the state in the Cherry 
Blossom Parade in Washington, 
D.C.

In her senior semester at 
George Washington University, 
where she was graduated magna 
cum laude in 2022, Seery was 
selected as a paid intern for U.S. 
Senator Bernie Sanders. She was 
hired after her internship and is 
currently works for Sanders as a 
digital producer, creating all his 
videos and graphics.

“I love my job,” Seery said. 
“It’s really great because I get to 
work for Vermonters every day, 
regardless of  my title.” 

SCOTT FARMSCOTT FARM
FRUIT TREE & 
PERENNIALS 
SALE
Shop our collection of 
heirloom apple trees as 
well as pears, plums, peaches, 
cherries, and also blueberries, grapes.  
We also have a beautiful array of 
perennials for sale. 
More details at our online store:
www.scottfarmvermont.com/tree-salewww.scottfarmvermont.com/tree-sale
All orders are placed online and must be 
picked up on May 6-7. 
Questions? orders@scottfarmvermont.com

Open Sundays starting April 30th
New Hours: Wednesday-Sunday 5pm - Close

Reservations can be made online via RESY, 
or by calling 802-257-3333.
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special section for
CONTACT AN AD REP!

lori@commonsnews.org
nancy@commonsnews.org

1-888-511-5150

SUMMER CAMPS
This section runs twice a month 

from March through June.

Let us help you fill registrations!

At Brattleboro Hearing Center, your
hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of audiology keep up 
with the latest technology and our 
research-driven practices provide 
the best possible outcomes in the 

treatment of hearing loss. 
We’re proud to offer personalized, 

patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
www.BrattleboroHearing.com

Brattleboro Office: 802-254-3922
Swanzey Office: 603-354-3325 | Greenfield, MA: 413-773-5119

Breath of the Heart
Enlivening • Deeply Healing

Individual & Group Sessions Available
Offering Woman/Mother Groups

Kaiilama Morris
Therapeutic Breath PractitionerTherapeutic Breath Practitioner

37 Sawmill Road Newfane, VT37 Sawmill Road Newfane, VT
(413) 512-0470

lovingspirit1@gmail.comlovingspirit1@gmail.com
www.breathoftheheart.com

“Breath is the master key to health and “Breath is the master key to health and 
wellness a function we can learn to regulate wellness a function we can learn to regulate 
and develop in order to improve our and develop in order to improve our 
physical, mental, and spiritual well-being.” physical, mental, and spiritual well-being.” 

— Andrew Weil, MD

 DUMMERSTON—The 
Green Mountain Conservancy is 
inviting everyone to participate in 
Earth Day activities, such as inva-
sive species removal and hikes, at 
the Deer Run Nature Preserve.

Participants will join them at 
the Deer Run Nature Preserve 
Trailhead (940 Camp Arden 
Road) on Saturday, April 22, at 10 
a.m. and choose the activity that 
best suits their interests and abili-
ties. Attendees are asked to bring 
their lunch, snacks, and water.

On the Deer Run Nature 
Preserve, some well-known in-
vasive plants must be controlled 
to protect the biodiversity of  
the Preserve. The two species 
highlighted this Earth Day are 
Japanese barberry and glossy 
buckthorn. Though they are both 
easily spread by bird- eaten ber-
ries, they grow in di� erent places.

While Japanese barberry grows 
in the understory of  rich forests, 
the glossy buckthorn grows well 
in poorer open sites, preferring 

sunlight. Both of  these species 
can become proli� c in their pre-
ferred environments, to the point 
of  preventing both herbaceous 
plants and forest tree seedlings 
from growing, eventually dras-
tically lessening the biodiversity 
in an area as well as preventing 
regeneration of  forest natural 
communities.

There are two opportunities 
on Earth Day to help limit the 
growth of  invasive species at 
Deer Run:

– Removal (by pulling) of  a 
patch of  Japanese barberry in a 
moderately rich northern hard-
wood forest. The organizers’ goal 
is to remove a well-established 
patch so that it will not continue 
to be a seed source that affects 
the surrounding high-quality 
forest dominated by aging Sugar 
Maples and White Ash. To par-
ticipate in this activity, join a hike 
to the monument with naturalist-
ecologist Dan Dubie.

– Cutting or pulling glossy 
buckthorn in a young forest 
dominated by white pine, black 
cherry, and blueberry. This for-
est is just establishing itself, and 
organizers hope to provide am-
ple room and opportunity for a 
diversity of  native plants to take 
hold by keeping the buckthorn 
at bay. GMC directors and other 
volunteers will be removing in-
vasive glossy buckthorn from the 
trailhead.

Tools  wi l l  be provided. 
Participants may experience a 
great feeling of  satisfaction as 

they do this work for the future 
of  the forest.

As for options for walks and 
hikes, an Earth Day Meander 
with Mary Ellen Copeland in the 
Deer Run woodland is planned. 
Visit the lair of  the porcupine, see 
where a bear has scratched on a 
power pole, learn why the forest 
� oor is covered with pillows and 
cradles, and why it is not a good 
idea to tidy up the forest � oor.

Roger Haydock, GMC’s trail 
builder, will lead a guided hike 
with ample descriptions of  the 
geology and natural features of  
the area. There will be time for 
discussion and questions.

Dubie will lead a rigorous hike 
to a rock structure known as “the 
monument.” Hikers can choose 
to join the crew working near the 
monument on barberry invasive 
removal, take the Shoulder Trail 
to a magni� cent view up the West 
River Valley, take the Ravine Trail 
to the meadow, or return to the 
trailhead.

The public is invited to hike in-
dependently or with a group of  
family and friends on any of  the 
Deer Run trails. There is a large 
trail map at the trail head and 
smaller maps that can be taken 
with hikers.

These activities will leave 
plenty of  time for partici-
pants to join in the Earth Day 
Festival on the Brattleboro 
Common from 1 to 4 p.m. For 
more information, email  info@
greenmountainconservancy.org . 

  Leaf collection 
schedule announced 

BRATTLEBORO — Curbside 
spring leaf  collection will take 
place on Friday, April 21, and 
Friday, May 5. These are the 
only days scheduled for curbside 
pickup.

All leaves and clippings must 
be contained in brown-paper leaf  
bags available for purchase at lo-
cal businesses. No plastic bags or 
other containers will be accepted, 
as the materials collected will be 
used for compost.

The bags must be left at the 
curb by 7 a.m. on scheduled col-
lection days.

Acceptable waste includes 
leaves, grass, clippings, garden 
waste, twigs, and branches no 
larger than 1 inch in diameter and 
2 feet long. No other household 
trash is to be included.

Leaves, brush, and yard de-
bris are also accepted year-round 
at the Windham Solid Waste 
Management District on Old 
Ferry Road. The transfer station 
is open weekdays from 7 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and Saturdays from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

Leaves may be discarded there 
for free; a fee is charged for brush 
or leaves mixed with brush.

Leaf  and yard debris are col-
lected via the curbside program 
twice in the spring and twice in 
the fall. For more information, 
call the Department of  Public 
Works at 802-254-4255.

 Water quality report 
now available 

B R A T T L E B O R O  — 
Brattleboro Water Department’s 
annual Consumer Confidence 
Report Water Quality Report for 
2022 is now available.

This report can be viewed on 
line at  brattleboro.org/ccreport
and printed copies are available 
at the Department of  Public 
Works, Tri-Park Co-op Office, 
Guilford Country Store, the Town 
Clerk and Treasurer’s offices 

(both located in the Brattleboro 
Municipal Center) and at the 
Interstate-91 Welcome Center 
in Guilford.

Questions about this report can 
be addressed to the Department 
of  Public Works Water Treatment 
Division at 802 257-2320.

 All Souls Church 
explores working 
together for 
climate action 

WEST BRATTLEBORO — 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist 
Church will host a showing on 
Friday, April 21, of  three short 
� lms about communities where 
people are successfully making 
changes which bene� t the peo-
ple who live in their communi-
ties, their economies, and the 
environment. Not only are they 
reducing pollution, these citizens 
are working with businesses and 
local governments to create jobs. 
There will be time for discussion 
of  how similar action could hap-
pen locally.

This free event begins at 6 p.m. 
with a potluck supper, followed 
by the � lms and discussion, at the 
West Village Meeting House, 29 
South Street, West Brattleboro. 
For those who can not attend in 
person, there will be an oppor-
tunity to participate via Zoom. 
Pre-registration is encouraged by 
calling the church o�  ce at 802-
254-9377, e-mailing  lahay@mac.
com , or registering online at  bit.
ly/711-allsouls .

 Electric vehicles 
showcased in 
Bellows Falls 

BELLOWS FALLS — The 
Rockingham Energy Committee 
is planning an Electric Vehicle 
(EV) showcase in Bellows Falls 
on Earth Day, Saturday, April 22, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Hetty 
Green Park, on the corner of  
Church and School Streets (next 
to TD Bank). Sunday, April 23 is 

the rain date, same time.
Local EV owners will bring 

their cars, and two local EV deal-
ers have been invited. There will 
also be electric bikes and garden 
tools on display, and tables with 
information about local environ-
mental groups. For more infor-
mation, contact Peter Bergstrom 
at  rockinghamvtenergy@gmail.
com  or 802-444-1860.

 Crock-Pot Dinner 
served in BF 

BELLOWS FALLS — The 
Women’s Fellowship of  the 
United Church of  Bellows Falls, 
8 School Street, is sponsoring a 
Crock-Pot Dinner on Saturday, 
April 22, from 5 to 7 p.m. There 
will be a variety of  homemade 
selections. The meal will include 
bread, salad, beverages, and des-
sert. Some gluten-free choices 
will be available.

Admission is $12 for adults, 
$6 for children, and free for kids 
younger than � ve. The church is 
accessible to all. Diners are asked 
to enter from the back.

 Dummerston 
Historical Society hosts 
quarterly meeting 

DUMMERSTON — Help the 
Dummerston Historical Society 
identify Dummerston scenes in 
photos of  long ago at their quar-
terly meeting on Sunday, April 23, 
at 2 p.m., at the Historical Society 
Schoolhouse in Dummerston 
Center.

Charlie Marchant of  the Photo 
Committee of  the Wardsboro 
History Group will present more 
than 70 images they have digitized 
of  Dummerston glass plate nega-
tives. The Wardsboro group hope 
local people will be able to iden-
tify the photos, and plan similar 
identi� cation meetings for Vernon 
and Brattleboro in May.

The Wardsboro group, active 
since 1992, has transformed and 
preserved thousands of  glass plate 
negatives over the years. The 

images to be shown are from a 
collection of  Thomas Johnson’s 
family, generously gifted by 
his widow, Barbara Johnson, 
for eventual distribution to the 
historical societies of  the three 
towns. This donation is a valuable 
addition to Dummerston’s photo 
collection, an ongoing project of  
many years.

The Dummerston Historical 
Society is handicapped acces-
sible and one need not be a 
member to attend programs or 
exhibits. Delicious homemade 
refreshments will be served. For 
more information, contact Gail 
Sorenson at  gailsvt@gmail.com
or 802-254-9311.

 Senior meal served 
in Dummerston 

DUMMERSTON — Evening 
Star Grange and Senior Solutions 
will present their second meal 
for April on Wednesday, April 
26, with pick-up of  take-outs 
between 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., 
and in-house seating at noon. 
The menu for this meal will be 
baked chicken breast with mush-
room sauce or vegetarian spin-
ach/cheese manicotti, rice pilaf, 
and marinated carrots with gin-
gerbread and whipped cream for 
dessert.

Reservations are strongly sug-
gested. Call 802-254-1138 and 
leave name, telephone number, 
choice of  entree and whether eat-
ing in or taking out. Please make 
these reservations by 5:00 pm on 
Tuesday. A donation of  $3.00 
for those 60 and older and $4.00 
for the 59-and-under-group is 
suggested.

 Free produce 
distribution 

PUTNEY — The Vermont 
Foodbank and the Putney 
Foodshelf  co-sponsor a monthly 
food drop of  free produce and 
some nonperishables on the 

fourth Thursday of  every month, 
from 9 to 9:45 a.m., on Alice 
Holloway Drive (in front of  
Putney Meadows, the white 
building across from the Putney 
Food Co-op and Putney Fire 
Station.)

All are welcome. Because of  
Covid, it is a drive-up service. 
Bags will be provided. The next 
monthly food drop is Thursday, 
April 27.

 Garden Club welcomes 
new president  

BRATTLEBORO — Lynne 
Kennedy, president of  the 
Brattleboro Garden Club since 
2020, bids farewell in her lead-
ership role and welcomes incom-
ing president Jill Stahl-Tyler, who 
has been an active member of  
the Club since 2004. Stahl-Tyler 
helped design and now maintains 
the website and has been involved 
in the club’s plant sales and many 
other programs.

The Garden Club has part-
nered with other organizations in 
town, such as Gallery Walk, and 
says it hopes to continue those ac-
tivities. Programs for the upcom-
ing year include � ower arranging, 
local garden tours, garden cri-
tiques, plus holiday wreath- and 
table-decorating workshops.

The club meets monthly on 
the second Monday at 5:30 p.m., 
usually at the Green Mountain 
Chapel community room on 
Western Avenue. Other meetings 
are held at local gardens around 
town. They are always looking 
for new members. Contact Stahl-
Tyler at  jill@globalcow.com , or 
visit  brattleborogardenclub.org .

 Putney Community 
Cares launches 
feasibility study for 
community nurse 

P U T N E Y  —  P u t n e y 
Community Cares is working on 

a feasibility study to determine 
if  the Putney community would 
like and feels the need for a com-
munity nurse. The Community 
Nurse would be a free program 
offered by Putney Community 
Cares.

According to a news release, 
the Community Nurse “would 
provide nursing care delivered in 
the home that focuses on illness 
care for individuals and families 
in our community,” with a goal of  
providing “treatment and educa-
tion to decrease the occurrence of  
disease and illness and to promote 
healthy living.”

This service would be for peo-
ple of  all ages who need health 
care assistance at home, and 
“blood pressure or other health 
clinics could also be a part of  this 
program depending on our com-
munity needs.”

Typically, individuals who are 
homebound are eligible for ser-
vices provided by a visiting nurse, 
and being homebound is a requi-
site for receiving their care.

Once able to be out in the com-
munity on their own or with as-
sistance, patients might no longer 
be considered homebound, and 
therefore no longer eligible for the 
visiting nurse. The Community 
Nurse program would allow 
for home visits for anyone in 
Putney who is not considered 
homebound.

Putney residents are encour-
aged to go to  bit.ly/711-nurse  to 
� ll out the survey by Friday, April 
28. Paper copies of  the survey are 
at the Putney Public Library and 
Town Hall.

Putney Community Cares 
says it will consider these data 
in the month of  May to make 
decisions on whether the pro-
gram is a good fit for Putney. 
For more information, contact 
Ruby McAdoo at  coordinator@
putneycommunitycares.org  or 
802-387-5593. 

 Green Mountain Conservancy 
plans Earth Day activities  

 A R O U N D  T H E  T O W N S  
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 By Alyssa Grosso
  The Commons

   BRATTLEBORO—A 
Boston-based multime-
dia artist, � lmmaker, and 
graphic designer will 

lead a hands-on workshop that 
will dive into participants’ in-
ner re� ections and new internal 
discoveries.

 Daniel Callahan, whose exhibit 
“Daniel Callahan: En-MassQ” 
is on display at the Brattleboro 
Museum & Art Center through 
Sunday, June 11, will share his 

work in MassQing, a form of  
decoration of  the body that uses 
the face as a canvas for line, shape, 
and color to express what is 
inside.

“We often think of  a mask as 
something we use to hide our 
identity or something we hide 
behind, or even something to 
protect us,” said Callahan. “But 
these masks are used to reveal and 
to bring what’s inside out.”

As described on his web-
site, “In virtually all indige-
nous cultures, art is regarded 
not as objects in isolation, but 

as instruments for ritual — used 
to align, balance and relate the 
mundane with the mystical, the 
known with the unknown, and 
the ‘us’ with the ‘other’ in order 
to bring about meaning, order, 
and harmony to all.”

Callahan says that in his prac-
tice, he uses ritual “as a method, 
a way in which to approach not 
only my art, but my life. Through 
it I look to become a fuller hu-
man being and to create work 
that is deeply informed by, but 
ultimately transcendent of, time, 

MASKS that REVEAL what’s UNDERNEATH 
Ritual face-painting workshop 
is ‘very much about a sort of 
introspection and refl ection,’ says 
multimedia artist Daniel Callahan
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ANNIE 
LANDENBERGER  is 
a freelance writer who con-
tributes regularly to these 
pages. She also is founder 

and artistic director of Rock River 
Players and is one half of the musi-
cal duo Bard Owl with partner T. 
Breeze Verdant. 

V A L U I N G‘The
of
V A L U I N G‘The

of life itself’
Author and organizer Tim Stevenson of Athens prepares 
to launch a new book, ‘Transformative Activism,’ on the 
spiritual maturity required to change today’s world

 ‘Poetry Around 
Town’ spreads 
nearly 100 poems 
all over Brattleboro 
 Installation of public poetry 
downtown started three years 
ago as a response to the isolation 
of Covid, but “Yes, the need to 
connect was more urgent during 
Covid, but ‘the desire to see and 
hear each other is still with us’  
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Daniel Callahan will lead a workshop in MassQing, “a ritual painting of  the face used 
to reveal rather than conceal one’s inner essence.” ■ SEE MASSQING, B6

 C O L U M N   | Arts Notebook

 Athens

   TIM  S TEVENSON,  a potent, intel-
ligent voice on climate change 
and cofounder/director of  Post-
Oil Solutions ( postoilsolutions.

org ), has published his second book, 
which launches this month.

Transformative Activism: A Values 
Revolution in Everyday Life in a Time of  
Societal Collapse  (Apocryphile Press) is, 
according to a publisher’s release, “an 
e� ective guide to growing into the spiri-
tual maturity we need to be agents of  
transformative change in a collapsing 
world.”

The book “invites us into spiritual 
practices that foster the human lib-
eration we seek,” the publisher says. 

“Rejecting the notion that political so-
lutions are the answer to political prob-
lems, Stevenson looks to our inherent 
goodness and capacity for love.”

Stevenson, author of  Resilience 
and Resistance: Building Sustainable 

Communities for a Post Oil Age  (Green 
Writers Press, 2015), has published an 
impressive body of  essays and articles 
in Vermont publications including the 
Brattleboro Reformer, The Commons,  and 
VtDigger .

A lifelong activist and community 
organizer for peace, draft resistance, 
welfare rights, social justice, and femi-
nism — and speaking out against nu-
clear power and, most ardently in recent 
years, the climate crisis — since he 
moved to the area in 1978.

By that point, he’d “burned out” on 
activism that had been driving him since 
the mid-1960s.

“In those days,” Stevenson recalls, “I 
■ SEE STEVENSON, B6
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Tim Stevenson of  Athens, founder of  Post Oil Solutions, was among the 400,000 marchers who � ooded 
the streets of  New York City in 2014 to call attention to the urgency of  climate change. Stevenson 
is the author of  a new book,  Transformative Activism: A Values Revolution in Everyday Life in a Time 
of  Societal Collapse . 

 By Annie Landenberger
  The Commons

  BRATTLEBORO—Poetry 
around Town (PAT) is back. 
For a third year running, the 
pandemic-spawned project has 
posted close to 100 poems in 
nearly 50 businesses’ windows 
around Brattleboro.

With poems from throughout 
Vermont, nearby Massachusetts, 
and New Hampshire by both 
published and well-known po-
ets, as well as by those who are 
fairly new to the art, the collection 
was curated by a small group of  
collaborators, then prepared for 
hanging in 14-point type.

A collaboration among Write 
Action, the Brattleboro Literary 
Festival, and Time to Write, PAT 
launched in response to isola-
tion necessitated by the spread 
of  Covid.

As Write Action co-founder 
Arlene Distler, a journalist, vi-
sual artist, and participating 
poet, explains: “Yes, the need to 
connect was more urgent dur-
ing Covid, but the desire to see 
and hear each other is still with 
us. The town has been through 
rough times lately ... [Thus of-
fering this means of  expression] 
is at least as important now as it 
was during Covid.”

Inviting people writing poetry 
to submit to this event, Distler 
says, “encourages those who 
have perhaps been too shy about 
their poetry writing to come for-
ward in this very public, but not 
scary, way."

Participating poet, writer, 
educator, and publisher Arthur 
“Andy” Burrows adds: “What 
fascinates me with being in-
volved in the literary commu-
nity is the variety of  voices and 
interests heard: many of  us are 
concerned about problems in our 
community ... there’s a lot going 

on. In reviewing [the 2023 PAT 
poems] it’s clear people are very 
concerned.”

The poems, Burrows explains, 
manifest strong feelings about 
the environment, about peace 
and violence, about social chal-
lenges faced.

“It’s wonderful to give po-
ets a chance to share vision and 
feelings.... Many of  the poems 
around town are very personal, 
emerging from the poets’ lives, 
loves, loneliness, excitement.”

Readers witness a range of  
voices from keen observation of  
the world to what’s happening in 
one person’s life here and now.

Participating poet Barbara 
Morrison, writer and teacher 
of  poetry, fiction, and nonfic-
tion, adds that poetry can ad-
dress “how we can bear witness 
to what’s happening to us, how 
we reach others now and leave a 
record for the future.”

Morrison adds that the hope is 
that PAT will bring more people 
downtown to patronize the many 
participating businesses.

In the first year of  Poetry 
around Town, the response from 
the business community was out-
standingly positive and that reac-
tion has grown ever more so.

“Store owners love people 
stopping in front of  their win-
dows to read the poems posted 
there, to have conversations about 
them, to engage,” said Distler.

As an art form, Distler said 
“poetry is just too invisible in our 
culture ... so we see this as a way 
to bring poetry to the fore. It’s 
well-suited to this project because 
of  its compactness, its expressive-
ness, and its imagery.”

PAT has an impact not only on 
Brattleboro shoppers, residents, 
and visitors, but also, naturally, 
on the poets themselves.

As participating poet Lindsey 
■ SEE POETRY AROUND TOWN, B5
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 The written word 
BELLOWS FALLS   "Braiding 
Sweetgrass" Book Discussion with 
author Robin Wall Kimmerer:   As a 
botanist, Kimmerer has been trained 
to ask questions of nature with the 
tools of science. As a member of 
the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, she 
embraces the notion that plants and 
animals are our oldest teachers. In 
"Braiding Sweetgrass," she brings 
these two lenses of knowledge 
together to take us on "a journey 
that is every bit as mythic as it is 
scientific, as sacred as it is historical, 
as clever as it is wise." (Elizabeth 
Gilbert). 
▶  6 p.m. Pick up a copy at the library. 
"Braiding Sweetgrass" is a Washington 
Post and New York Times Bestseller and 
was named a "Best Essay Collection of 
the Decade" by Literary Hub. Drawing on 
her life as an indigenous scientist and as 
a woman, she shows how other living be-
ings - goldenrod and asters, strawberries, 
squash, salamanders, sweetgrass, algae 
- o� er us gi� s and lessons, even if we've 
forgotten how to hear their voices. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Rockingham Free Public Library, 
65 Westminster St. Information: 
programming@rockinghamlibrary.org,  
802-463-4270, rockinghamlibrary.org.  

 Kids and families 
BRATTLEBORO   Lego-Palooza! Spe-
cial Session:   Join us for a special 
spring break Lego-Palooza Session! 
Come build something fun with the 
library's LEGOs. 
▶  1 - 5 p.m. in the Community Room on 
the first Thursday of the month w/ special 
sessions during school breaks and sum-
mertime. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Brooks Memorial Library, 224 Main 
St. Information: More info: 802-254-5290 
ext. 1210.  

 Community building 
GUILFORD   Reserve Forestland: 
  Windham County Forester Sam 
Schneski will talk about a new 
land use category in VT's Use Value 
Appraisal (UVA) program called 
Reserve Forestland. This change 
will allow landowners with eligible 
parcels to develop "old forest" 
characteristics on their property. 
Hosted by the Guilford Conservation 
Commission. 
▶  7 - 8:30 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Broad Brook Community Center, 3940 
Guilford Center Rd. Information: 802-451-
0405;  broadbrookcommunitycenter.org .  

 Visual arts 
and shows 
BRATTLEBORO   "Bloom":   Water-
color flowers by the local group Art 
Among Friends. These six artists - 
Connie Evans, Alice Freeman, Kathy 
Greve, Laurie Klenkel, Louise Zak, 
Lynn Zimmerman - gathered online 
during the pandemic to create, sup-
port, and encourage one another on 
their artistic journeys. 
▶  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Mon., Tues., Wed.; 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Thurs., Fri.; 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. 
▶  Through Thursday, April 27.  
▶  Free.  
▶  Brooks Memorial Library, 224 Main St. 
Information:  starr@brookslibraryvt.org,  
brookslibraryvt.org.  

 Ideas and education 
BRATTLEBORO   Book Talk: "The 
Progress Illlusion: Reclaiming 
Our Future from the Fairytale of 
Economics":   "I'm convinced that 
economics as currently taught and 
practiced will ensure a planetary 
path to ruin," UVM economist/author 
Jon D. Erickson says. He will speak 
about his newest book "The Prog-
ress Illusion," which Bill McKibben 
says "explains, in simple and power-
ful terms.. just what would need to 
change if we were to actually build a 
world that worked much better." 
▶  6:30 p.m. (doors open 6 p.m.). 
Sponsored by 118 Elliot, Everyone's Books, 
and Epsilon Spires. Books available for 
purchase/signing. 
▶  Event is free - donations are appreci-
ated.  
▶  One Eighteen Elliot, 118 Elliot St. Infor-
mation: Email  118Elliot@gmail.com  for 
more information or to reserve a seat.  
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 Performing arts 
BRATTLEBORO   Vermont Theatre 
Company announces "Earnest! 
A Trivial Comedy for Serious 
People":   "This version of Oscar 
Wilde's wittiest play will be like no 
other. Director CC Casady has taken 
care to reimagine and modernize 
this classic story of Algernon, the 
middle class black sheep in a family 
of successful entrepreneurs, and his 
lifelong quest to utilize his 23&Me 
results to cause chaos."  
▶  7:30 p.m.: Friday and Saturday show; 3 
p.m.: Sunday show. 
▶  Through Sunday, April 23.  
▶  $15 general admission, $13 students 
and seniors.  
▶  Hooker-Dunham Theater, 139 Main St. 
Information: Reservations: 802-258-1344, 
vtcreservations@gmail.com .  

 Music 
BRATTLEBORO   Vermont Jazz 
Center: 7th Annual Solo Jazz 
Piano Festival (In Person / Face-
book Live):   For all music lovers, 
not just pianists, interested in both 
the practical and spiritual aspects 
of jazz and improvised music. VJC 
celebrates the vital impact the piano 
has played in the history of jazz with 
Michael Weiss, Dan Tepfer, Myra 
Melford, Orrin Evans headline with 
emerging artists Shiyu Fang and 
Remi Savard. 
▶  7:30-10 p.m.: 4/21: Weiss and Tepfer, 
4/22: Melford and Evans. 
▶  Through Saturday, April 22.  
▶  $21 to $51 either day. Livestream by 
donation (www.facebook.com/Vermont-
JazzCenter).  
▶  Vermont Jazz Center, 72 Cotton Mill 
Hill, #222. Information: vtjazz.org,  ginger@
vtjazz.org . 
BRATTLEBORO   Rock Voices is 
Back!:   Rock Voices - the area's only 
community rock chorus - and Dir. 
Bob Thies invite you to join them for 
an evening of choral music. Backed 
by a professional rock band, the 
choir will deliver the harmonies 
of songs by Janis Joplin, the Four 
Seasons, Justin Timberlake, the 
Indigo Girls, the Eagles, and Hall and 
Oates, among others. There will be a 
special tribute to David Crosby and 

Christine McVie, whom we recently 
lost.  
▶  7 p.m. Doors open 6:30 p.m. (FYI: The 
Brattleboro group rehearses at the Vermont 
Jazz Center on Monday nights from 7-9 
p.m., starting their summer season on May 
15. You can enroll at www.rockvoices.com.).  
▶  $15 adults, $12 seniors, $8 students. 
Free for children under 12. Donation jar set 
up to benefit Senior Solutions.  
▶  Brattleboro Union High School, 131 
Fairground Rd.  

 Well-being 
PUTNEY   Medicaid & Health Re-
source Drop-in Hours:   This month, 
Medicaid recipients in VT will begin 
receiving letters asking for updated 
eligibility information. Stop in for 
information about this process, who 
will be a� ected, what your rights are 
in this process, how to be sure that 
you aren't cut o�  for bureaucratic 
reasons. People who are not on 
Medicaid and have questions about 
health care access are also welcome 
as there will be more health care 
resources available. Hosted by 
Vermont Workers' Center. 
▶  1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Putney Community Center, Christian 
Sq. Information: More information: 
windham@workerscenter.org .  

 Community building 
W. BRATTLEBORO   Working 
Together for Climate Action (In-
Person/Zoom):   "Tired of bad news 
about climate change? We're host-
ing three short films about commu-
nities where people are successfully 
fighting back by making changes 
benefiting those living in these 
communities, their economies, and 
the environment. Not only are they 
reducing pollution, these citizens 
are working with local governments 
and businesses to create jobs. There 
will be time for discussion of ways 
similar things could happen in our 
community." 
▶  6 p.m. Event begins with a potluck 
supper followed by the films and discussion. 
Hosted by All Souls Unitarian Universalist 
Church. 
▶  Free.  
▶  West Village Meeting House, 29 South 
St. Information: Pre-registration encour-
aged: 802-254-9377,  lahay@mac.com,  
tinyurl.com/dpj2cxww.  

 Visual arts 
and shows 
BELLOWS FALLS   Canal Street 
Art Gallery presents Charles W. 
Norris-Brown: Distant Thunder 
Studio:   View original artworks from 
the late artist's unfinished graphic 
novel "Thunder Basin" within a re-
creation of Norris-Brown's studio as 
an interactive exhibition including 
digital cataloging of the graphic 
novel, culminating in the launch of a 
Thunder Basin website. Art supplies 
and space to create are provided as 
part of the exhibit. Those who are 
inspired may write, draw, paint with 
watercolor or ink to make their own 
artwork and writing about Thunder 
Basin.  
▶  4/21: 5-7 p.m. Fans of the artist may be-
come more involved through volunteering/
assisting in digital cataloging of all works 
pertaining to "Thunder Basin" available 
during the Distant Thunder Studio show, 
including artworks, sketchbooks note-
books. Help bring one artist's vision to life - 
developing his graphic novel into a Creative 
Commons licensed work to be accessible for 
community-based projects world-wide. The 
goal of the digital cataloging process is to 
bring Charles W. Norris-Brown's 'unfinished' 
work back to being a 'work in progress and 
published on Thunder Basin website. (Note: 
4/21, 5-7 p.m. is 3rd Friday Gallery Night in 
Historic Downtown Bellows Falls).  
▶  Through Saturday, June 10.  
▶  Free.  
▶  Canal Street Art Gallery, 23 Canal 
St. Information: canalstreetartgallery.
com, Mike: 802-289-0104,  artinfo@
canalstreetartgallery.com .  

 Beyond Description 
BRATTLEBORO   Artist Talk: Daniel 
Callahan (In-Person/Zoom/Face-
book Live):   Callahan discusses his 
multidisciplinary work - influences, 
themes, evolutions. Topics from 
mediums to mysticism, art advocacy 
to afrofuturism, personal/com-
munity expression, and role of art/
culture/ritual in human society. Talk 
takes place in connection with "En-
MassQ" - exhibition of art from his 
recent series where he documents 
his practice of MassQing (his alter-
nate spelling of "masking"), a ritual 
painting of the face used to reveal 
one's inner essence.  

▶  7 p.m. Through MassQing, deriving 
from ancient traditions of body painting, 
Callahan seeks to find "connection/commu-
nion with all things" and share this sense of 
harmony. His works have been featured at: 
Museum of Fine Arts, Isabella Stewart Gard-
ner Museum, Institute of Contemporary 
Art, New Orleans Museum of Art, Queens 
Museum, and Believer Magazine, The Bay 
State Banner, Smithsonian Press, Words 
Beats & Life: The Global Journal of Hip-Hop 
Culture. This project is supported in part by 
a grant from the Artist's Resource Trust. 
▶  Free (registration optional - https://
tinyurl.com/ydzm8j5y). Walk-ins welcome.  
▶  Brattleboro Museum & Art Center, 28 
Vernon St. A recording will be available af-
terwards. Zoom:  tinyurl.com/3bwkuawy,  
Facebook Live:  tinyurl.com/3bwkuawy, .  

 Film and video 
WILLIAMSVILLE   Friday Night Mov-
ies: "CODA":   in this film, Ruby is a 
CODA (Child of Deaf Adults) and the 
only hearing person in her family. 
When the family's fishing business 
is threatened, Ruby is torn between 
pursuing her passion at Berklee Col-
lege of Music and abandoning her 
deaf parents, who rely on her help. 
▶  7:30 p.m. Refreshments available. 
▶  By donation to help raise funds for the 
Hall (which is ADA compliant).  
▶  Williamsville Hall, Dover Rd. Informa-
tion:  williamsvillehall@gmail.com,  
williamsvillehall.org.  

 SATURDAY 
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 Performing arts 
BRATTLEBORO   Circus Spring-
board presents "Intertwine": 
  Metamorphosis...the precipice of 
leaving one life for the next. Nine 
stories of growth and discovery told 
through acrobatics and circus magic 
in a bold and original new work. This 
is America's next generation of circus 
artists on their Circus Springboard 
tour throughout New England. 
▶  7:30 p.m. Wheelchair accessible. 
▶  $30 VIP, $20 adults, $15 youth under 12 
and senior over 65, free under age 2.  
▶  New England Center for Circus Arts (Tra-
pezium), 10 Town Crier Dr. Tickets: https://
tinyurl.com/y7v8m2tn 802-254-9780; 
necenterforcircusarts.org .  

 Music 
WILMINGTON   St. Mary's in the 
Mountains presents "The Sounds 
of Spring":   Celebration of the 
Season of Rebirth as part of the 
Red Door Concert series. Program 
features The Windham Philharmonic 
and Michael Pennington. Windham 
Philharmonic will perform Robert 
Schumann's "Spring Symphony," 
Frederick Delius's "On Hearing the 
First Cuckoo in Spring," Johann 
Strauss's "Voices of Spring" waltz.  
▶  7 p.m. 
▶  Free-will donation benefits The Wind-
ham Philharmonic.  
▶  St. Marys in the Mountains Episcopal 
Church, 95 E. Main St. Information: 802-
875-3312. 
BRATTLEBORO   Brattleboro Music 
Center presents "Music for the 
Flute by Women Composers": 
  Flutist Deirdre McArdle and pianist 
Deiran Manning are joined by Robin 
Matathias and the combined Flute 
Ensemble of Keene State College 
and the BMC. Works composed by 
Anna Amalie, Cecile Chaminade, Mel 
Bonis, and Yuko Uebayashi will be 
performed. 
▶  7 p.m. Seating is limited - first come, 
first served. 
▶  $20 suggested donation.  
▶  Brattleboro Music Center, 72 Blanche 
Moyse Way. Information: 802-257-4523, 
info@bmcvt.org,  bmcvt.org/event/music-
for-the-flute-by-women-composers.  

 Recreation 
WEST TOWNSHEND   Wildflower 
Walk:   Early spring wildflowers are 
blooming! Time for our annual 
spring wildflower walk. We can hike 
into the Tannery Brook Ravine in 
West Townshend, or venture to a 
new spot. There are some beautiful 
wildflowers on a trail in Athens - a bit 
more of a drive, but an easier hike. 
Maybe folks have ideas of where to 
go. Let me know if you are interested 
or know other good places to find 
wildflowers. 
▶  2:30 p.m. Part of West River Community 
Project, a nonprofit community center 
dedicated to promoting local agricul-
tural, economic, social activities. Through 
participation and contribution, we seek 
to improve lives and strengthen our com-
munity as a whole. 
▶  Free.  
▶  West Townshend Country Store and 
Cafe, Rte. 30. Information: Sally: 802-874-
7141,  info@westtownshend.org.  West 
River Community Project: 802-874-4800.  

 Local history 
WESTMINSTER WEST   Windmill 
Hill Pinnacle Association An-
nual Meeting features Photos and 
Documentary:   Featured speaker 
Daron Tansley presents his photos of 
wildlife and scenery from Pinnacle 
land and elsewhere in northern 
New England. A short documentary 
about the late Libby Mills will also 
be screened. Learn more about this 
nonprofit group - the Windmill Hill 

Pinnacle Association - that has pro-
tected over 2,700 acres of land and 
has 27 miles of trails in Westminster, 
Rockingham, Athens, Gra� on, 
Brookline, Townshend. 
▶  4 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Congregational Church of Westminster 
West, 44 Church St. Information: 802-387-
2334;  westminsterwest.org .  

 Kids and families 
GUILFORD   Guilford Astronomy 
Club: Lyrid Meteor Shower 
Viewing Party:   "We're forming an 
Astronomy Club! Due to popular 
demand a� er our meteor shower 
viewing this past December, we plan 
to get together more o� en to look 
up at the night sky and wonder. Join 
us to watch for Lyrid meteors and 
talk about what this group could be! 
What would excite you most about 
an Astronomy Club? Stars, planets, 
sun, moon, asteroids, comets, mete-
ors, constellations, black holes, or...? 
Presentations, readings, discus-
sions? telescopes?" 
▶  8 p.m. Event is dependent upon clear 
skies, so stay tuned as it draws close for 
more information or possible date change. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Guilford Free Library, 4024 Guilford 
Center Rd. Information: 802-257-4603; 
guilfordfreelibraryvt.org .  

 Well-being 
GREENFIELD   Pranayama 101: 
Breathwork for Everyday Ease: 
  This workshop will give you tools to 
establish a deep and lasting connec-
tion with your teacher, your breath! 
It will be held in-person at Com-
munity Yoga and Wellness Center in 
Greenfield or via Zoom. Beginners 
are welcome. 
▶  2 - 4 p.m. 
▶  Pay from the heart (sliding scale 
$20-$40).  
▶  Community Yoga and Wellness Center, 
6 Federal St., 2nd fl. Information: Please 
pre-register:  community-yoga.com . Event 
page  community-yoga.com . 
BRATTLEBORO   Brattleboro Zen 
Center - Meditation (In-Person 
or wherever you may be):   One 
way to engage with the ecological 
crisis - we chant briefly and then 
sit in silence for a half hour. All are 
welcome to join this peaceful action, 
either in-person or from wherever 
they might be.  
▶  1-1:35 p.m. on Saturdays. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Wells Fountain, south side Windham 
County District Courthouse, Jct . Putney 
Rd. & Main St. (Rte 30). Information: 
alison.f.bundy@gmail.com .  

 Community building 
DUMMERSTON   Earth Day Hikes 
Make a Di� erence - Remove 
Invasive Plants Threatening our 
Biodiversity or Participate in an 
Educational Hike:   Choices: Deer 
Run Meander: Ramble through 
woods w/ naturalists looking 
for signs of spring/more natural 
wonders. Intermediate Level Guided 
Hike: Roger Haydock describes 
geology/other natural features of 
the area. Rigorous Hike: Naturalist/ 
ecologist Dan Dubie leads hike to 
Monument with option of working 
with Green Mountain Conservancy 
to remove Japanese Barberry patch, 
or go on your own to Shoulder Trail 
or Ravine Trail. Trailhead Invasive 
Removal: clear Glossy Buckthorn. 
▶  10 a.m. Removing these invasives 
allows natural vegetation critical to our 
biodiversity to survive and thrive. Tools and 
instruction provided. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Deer Run Nature Preserve Trailhead, 
940 Camp Arden Rd. Information: 
More info: 802-257-0012 or  info@
greenmountainconservancy.org . 
BELLOWS FALLS   Electric Vehicles 
Showcase:   Local EV owners will 
bring their cars and two local EV 
dealers have been invited. There will 
also be electric bikes and garden 
tools on display and tables with 
information about local environ-
mental groups. Presented by The 
Rockingham Energy Committee. 
▶  10 a.m.-2 p.m. (Rain date: 4/23, same 
time).  
▶  Free.  
▶  Hetty Green Park, corner Church and 
School Streets (next to TD Bank). Informa-
tion: More info: contact Peter Bergstrom 
at  rockinghamvtenergy@gmail.com  or 
802-444-1860. 
W. BRATTLEBORO   "From Resis-
tance to Embrace" led by Rev. 
Telos Whitfield (In-Person/Zoom): 
  Led by Rev. Telos Whitfield: "There is 
much to resist from violence to injus-
tice, racism and homophobia. How 
do we transform our resistance into 
an embrace of the good, and the 
power held within a community?" 
▶  10 a.m. 
▶  All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church, 
29 South St. Information: Zoom: Visit  ascvt.
org  shortly before 10 a.m.  

 Community meals 
BELLOWS FALLS   Crock-Pot Diinner: 
  Variety of homemade selections. 
Meal includes bread, salad, bever-
ages, dessert. Some gluten-free 
choices will be available. O� ered 
by the Women's Fellowship of the 
United Church of Bellows Falls. 
▶  5-7 p.m. The church is accessible to all. 
Please enter from the back. 
▶  $12 adults, $6 children (free for ages 5 
and under).  
▶  United Church of Bellows Falls, 8 School 
St. Information: 802-463-4323.  

 Celebrations 
and festivals 
BRATTLEBORO   Earth Day Night: 
  Celebrate the Earth as the day slides 
into night. Catch some spectacles 
of early spring - the frog chorus at 
a vernal pool, the courtship flights 
of woodcock, and more. Sponsored 
by the Bonnyvale Environmental 
Education Center. 
▶  7 - 8:45 p.m. 
▶  Donations welcome.  
▶  Bonnyvale Environmental Education 
Center, 1221 Bonnyvale Rd. Information: 
802-257-5785;  beec.org . 
BRATTLEBORO   Earth Day Festival: 
  Brooks Memorial Library sta�  joins 
350Brattleboro. The theme for this 
year is Regeneration. There will be 
food, music, cra� s, celebration for 
earth-lovers of all ages. This will be 

a fun, lively, family-friendly street 
festival! Explore the good work 
our community for climate justice 
and find out ways you can make a 
di� erence. 
▶  1 - 4 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Brattleboro Common, btw. Putney Rd. 
& Linden St.  

 Film and video 
GREENFIELD   Earth Day showing of 
"The Lorax":   Stop by for a showing, 
sponsored by the Greenfield Police 
Assn., of "The Lorax" (2012). Based 
on the immortal Dr. Suess classic, it 
stars the voices of Zac Efron, Taylor 
Swi� , Danny Devito, Betty White, 
and Ed Helms as the Once-ler. A� er 
the show, pick up a blue bag to join 
in Greenfield Middle School science 
teacher Judy Bennet's annual city-
wide e� orts to clean up litter. Bags 
can be disposed of for free by the 
Greenfield Dept. of Public Works. 
▶  10 a.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Greenfield Garden Cinema, 361 Main St. 
Information: 413-774-4881.  
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 Music 
BRATTLEBORO   Brattleboro 
Camerata The Want of You: 
Renaissance Music and the Future: 
  Featuring pairs of Renaissance-era 
and later works including Palestrina, 
Victoria, Esmail, Bruckner, and the 
world premiere of "The Want of You" 
by Kitty Brazelton.  
▶  4 p.m. 
▶  $20 In advance, $25 at door, $10 youth, 
free for ages12 and under.  
▶  Brattleboro Music Center, 72 Blanche 
Moyse Way. Information: 802-257-4523; 
bmcvt.org .  

 Local history 
DUMMERSTON   Dummerston 
Historical Society Quarterly Meet-
ing:   Your help is needed to identify 
Dummerston scenes in photos of 
long ago. The Photo Committee 
of the Wardsboro History Group, 
represented by Charlie Marchant, 
will present over 70 images they've 
digitized of Dummerston glass plate 
negatives and hope locals can iden-
tify them. The images shown are 
from a collection of Thomas John-
son's family and gi� ed by his widow, 
Barbara Johnson, to the Wardsboro 
group for eventual distribution to 
historical societies of three towns. 
▶  2 p.m. Homemade refreshments will be 
served. (A similar meeting will be held for 
Vernon and Brattleboro in May.).  
▶  Free.  
▶  Dummerston Historical Society School-
house, Dummerston Center. Information: 
For more information, contact Gail at 
gailsvt@gmail.com  or 802-254-9311.  

 Community building 
WESTMINSTER WEST   Cabin Fever 
Potluck Supper:   Church members 
will provide beverages - including 
wine - and continue to feature Chef 
Tristan Toleno's tradition of mac and 
cheese using his recipe. We hope 
you will bring a salad, side dish, or 
a dessert and hopefully stories as 
well. Wine available by donation. Do 
come even if you are unable to bring 
something for the potluck.  
▶  5 p.m. 
▶  Donations welcome.  
▶  Congregational Church of Westminster 
West, 44 Church St. Information: 802-387-
2334;  westminsterwest.org .  

 MONDAY 
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 Music 
BRATTLEBORO   Open Mic hosted 
by Kevin Parry   
▶  6:30-9:30 p.m. on Mondays. Expanded 
hours. 
▶  River Garden Marketplace, 157 Main St. 
Information: Sign up:  kevinparrymusic.
com .  

 Pets 
BRATTLEBORO   Windham County 
Humane Society Ra� le:   One lucky 
winner will take home a check 
for 50% of the Rescue Ra� le Pot 
and the other 50% will go directly 
toward helping homeless pets in 
our community. Our hopes are that 
the pot will reach $20,000 or more, 
but we need your help to get there. 
Please forward this email and share 
on social media to help spread the 
word and get friends, family, and 
rescue-loving strangers in on the 
fun. Bookmark our website event 
page to watch the Ra� le Pot total 
grow.  
▶  When you purchase tickets online, you 
will receive an email within 3 business days 
containing your lucky ticket numbers and 
serving as proof of purchase (not actual 
tickets). Participants must be 18 or older 
and available to pick up prize in person at 
WCHS in Brattleboro. 
▶  Through Monday, June 19.  
▶  Windham County Humane Society, 
916 West River Rd. Information: 
windhamcountyhumane.org/events/
ra� le .  

 Ideas and education 
BRATTLEBORO   Air Fryer Cooking 
Demo:   Join Edible Brattleboro for 
a fun, hands on, interactive cooking 
experience. Together we'll prepare 
vegan buddha bowls that include: 
tofu, legumes, veggies, and rice, and 
homemade tahini dressing. We will 

SEPTIC TANK SERVICE CLEANING
Commercial & Residential Septic Pumping

HOUGHTON SANITARY
SERVICE INC.

Family Owned 
for 50 years

Call 802-254-9221
Guilford Ctr. Rd. Guilford, VT

Portable Toilet Rentals
also available

185 Grafton Rd, Townshend, VT
gracecottage.org • 802-365-4331

New Patients Welcome
On-site Lab, X-ray, CT scanner, & Pharmacy

Primary Care
with Compassion & Convenience

PROBLEM SOLVED:

What’s In Your Water?
Iron Stains?  Smelly Water?

Hardness?  RADON?

800-252-8484
Locally owned since 1984

■ STORY CONTINUES ON FACING PAGE

B2 T H E  C O M M O N S  • Wednesday, April 19, 2023

a r t s  &  c o m m u n i t y  C A L E N D A R

To submit your 
event: calendar@
commonsnews.org

Deadline: 
5 p.m. Friday

•

Visit 
commonsnews.org

for more listings 
with more details

THURSDAY C O N T. FRIDAY C O N T. SATURDAY C O N T.



Check Our Full Program Schedule
@ brattleboro.tv

          BCTV
            Local Program Highlights
              Week of: Apr. 17, 2023 – Apr. 23, 2023

Channel 1078 Channel 1079

Here We Are with guest with 
guest Rabbi Amita Jarmon, 
Brattleboro Area Jewish 
Community Congregation: Mon 
8p, Tues 9p, Wed 12:05p, Fri 9:30p, 
Sat 5p, Sun 9:30a

Brattleboro Selectboard Mtg. 
4/18/23: Tues 6:15p (LIVE), Thurs 1p, 
Sat 2:30p, Sun 6p

The World Fusion Show – Ep # 
150 – The Fula Brothers: Mon 5:30p, 
Wed 6:05p, Thurs 3:05p, Fri 1:15p, 
Sat 12:30p, Sun 6:30p

Newfane Selectboard Mtg. 4/17/23: 
Wed 8:30p, Thurs 6a, Fri 11:30a

Media Mentoring Project - Social 
Media Influencer Marketing 
4/19/23: Wed 7p (LIVE) 

River Valleys Unified School 
District Board Mtg. 4/17/23: Wed 
6p, Thurs 8:30a, Fri 2p

19th Annual Collegiate A Cappella 
Concert: Thurs 9:15p, Fri 10a, Sat 2p, 
Sun 5:30p 

Vernon Selectboard Mtg. 4/18/23: 
Thurs 7p, Fri 8a, Sat 12p

Brooks Memorial Library Events - 
The Czech Republic, The EU, and 
the Rise of Populism: Wed 9p, Fri 
12:05p, Sat 5:45a, Sun 12:30p

Putney Selectboard Mtg. 4/19/23: 
Fri 6p, Sat 8:30a, Sun 12p

Climate Emergency Book Series 
- Andrew Boyd: I Want a Better 
Catastrophe: Mon 6:05a, Tues 
9:30p, Wed 10:15p, Fri 10p, Sun 9p

Dummerston Selectboard Mtg. 
4/19/23: Fri 8:30p, Sat 6a, Sun 2:30p

At BMAC - Director’s Tour of 
“Keith Haring: Subway Drawings” 
3/30/23: Mon 6:05p, Tues 12:05p, 
Thurs 12p & 6p, Fri 6:05p, Sun 8p

Brattleboro Development Review 
Board Mtg. 4/19/23: Sat 8p, Sun 
9:30a

Brooks Memorial Library Events 
- The Buddha’s Politics in the 21st 
Century: Mon 12:05p, Tues 3:15p, 
Thurs 1:30p, Fri 6:25a, Sat 8p

Town of Brattleboro – Brattleboro 
Police Asst. Chief Swearing-In 
Ceremony: Mon 8:45p, Wed 4:45p, 
Sun 9:15a

Energy Week with George Harvey 
& Tom Finnell: Mon 9a, Tues 5p, 
Thurs 11a, Sat 7p

Guilford Selectboard Mtg. 4/10/23: 
Mon 6p, Tues 8a, Wed 3:45p

Vermontitude – Weekly Episode: 
Tue 11:30a & 6:30p, Wed 6a, Thu 1p, 
Sat 12p, Sun 5p

Jamaica Selectboard Mtg. 4/10/23: 
Mon 7:15p, Tues 10a, Wed 2p

WTSA News: Mon-Fri 12p & 6p Townshend Selectboard Mtg. 
4/11/23: Mon 11:30a, Tues 10p, Wed 
6a

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church – 
Weekly Service: Wed 2p, Sat 7:30a, 
Sun 11a 

Windham Elementary School 
Board Mtg. 4/11/23: Mon 5:30a, 
Thurs 5p

Calvary Chapel of the West River 
Valley - Weekly Service: Tue 9a, Sat 
5:30p, Sun 10a 

Windham Southeast School 
District Board Mtg. 4/11/23: Mon 
3:30p, Wed 11a

Trinity Lutheran Church – Weekly 
Service: Wed 10a, Thurs 7a, Sun 3p

Windham Southeast Supervisory 
Union Board Mtg. 4/12/23: Mon 9a, 
Tues 11:45a

Guilford Community Church - 
Weekly Service: Wed 6:30a, Fri 8p, 
Sun 8a

West River Education District 
Board Mtg. 4/12/23: Mon 9p, Tues 
3:30p

St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
Mass: Sat 4p (LIVE), Tue 6:45a & 2p, 
Thurs 8p

The David Pakman Show: Mon 8a, 
Tue 9a, Wed 5p, Fri 10:30a, Sun 5p

Note: Schedule is subject to change.
watch online at brattleboro.tv 
(802)257-0888

BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by 
The Commons
BCTV’s municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in 
touch. Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.
org

 

Note: Schedule subject to change.

View full schedule and watch online at 
brattleboroTV.org 

BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons. BCTV’s 
municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in touch. 

Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.org.

Brattleboro Community Television — 257-0888

Be Sure To Check Our Full Program Schedule @ brattleborotv.org
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BRATTLEBORO—Rock 
Voices Brattleboro, the area’s 
only community rock chorus, 
and director Bob Thies in-
vite people to join them for an 
evening of  choral music “like 
you’ve never heard it before,” 
says Thies. The concert will 
take place at the Brattleboro 
Union High School,  131 
Fairground Road, on Friday, 
April 21, at 7 p.m. Doors open 
at 6:30 p.m.

Backed by a professional rock 
band, the choir will deliver the 
harmonies of  songs by Janis 
Joplin, the Four Seasons, Justin 
Timberlake, the Indigo Girls, 
the Eagles, and Hall and Oates, 

among others.
There will be a special trib-

ute to the late David Crosby and 
Christine McVie. A donation jar 
will be set up to benefit Senior 
Solutions, an agency whose mis-
sion is to promote the well-be-
ing and dignity of  older adults 
in our community.

Rock Voices represents “the 
best of  southern Vermont and 
the greater Pioneer Valley: a 
sense of  community, a love of  
music, and a desire to share 
their joy and talents with oth-
ers. But be warned,” say orga-
nizers, “once you listen to this 
lively choir in person, you might 
find yourself  signing up to join 

them next time around.”
The Brattleboro group re-

hearses at the Vermont Jazz 
Center on Monday nights from 
7 to 9 p.m. They will be start-
ing their summer season on May 
15. Those interested may enroll 
at rockvoices.com.

Admission prices for the 
concert are $15 for adults, $12 
for seniors, and $8 for stu-
dents. Children 12 and un-
der are admitted free of  
charge. Tickets will be avail-
able at the door or online at 
EventBrite.com (eventbrite.
com/e/rock-voices-brattleboro-
tickets-600651152767).

Rock Voices Brattleboro 
presents spring concert 

Centre Congregational Church 
hosts ‘Tempestry Project’ 

P U T N E Y — C e l e b r a t e 
National Poetry Month with an 
evening of  poetry readings and 
a conversation with Bethany 
Breitland, winner of  the Sundog 
Poetry Book Award, on Saturday, 
April 22, at 7 p.m., at Next Stage 
Arts, 15 Kimball Hill.

Breitland will read from her 
acclaimed debut collection, Fire 
Index, and will be joined on stage 
with the book award’s final judge 
Shanta Lee for an intimate con-
versation on craft and the healing 
power of  poetry.

Additional poets will read, 
including former Vermont Poet 
Laureate Chard deNiord, Shanta 
Lee, James Crews, Meg Reynolds, 
Dede Cummings, Ross Thurber, 
and Megan Buchanan.

Breitland’s poetry debut col-
lection measures the interior life 
of  a survivor against the world 
she creates through her own frac-
tured marriage, motherhood, and 
religion.

Breitland confronts the trauma 
of  her brother’s death, her fa-
ther’s abuse, and the complicated 
relationships to her sister, mother, 
and womanhood. She tells these 
stories in fragments, using hybrid 
and persona. She reckons with her 
complicit and often dishonest life 
and with how walking out from 
the burning construct demands 
her full attention, forgiveness, 
and responsibility.

Breitland was born in north-
ern Indiana. Her people, she says, 
“are cult members, truckers, doc-
tors, child-mothers, and business 
tycoons.” She has lived, studied, 
and taught on the West Coast, 
the South, and New England. 
Breitland earned her under-
grad degree from Pepperdine 
University and her MFA from 
Vermont College of  Fine Arts.

As an educator and activist, 
she has worked for more than 20 
years concerning women’s rights 
and the LGBTQ community. Fire 
Index is her first full-length book 
of  poems and has received vari-
ous poetry prizes, including as a 
semi-finalist for the OSU Press/
The Journal Wheeler Prize for 
Poetry. She lives with her children 
and her partner, Michael, outside 
of  Burlington.

Shanta Lee is an award-win-
ning writer across genres, jour-
nalist, visual artist, and public 
intellectual, actively partici-
pating in the cultural discourse 
with work that has been widely 

featured.
S h a n t a  L e e  i s  t h e  a u -

thor of  poetry collections 
Ghettoclaustrophobia: Dreamin 
of  Mama While Trying to Speak 
Woman in Woke Tongues (Diode 
Editions, 2021), and her new il-
lustrated poetry collection, Black 
Metamorphoses (Etruscan Press, 
2023).

Her latest work, Dark Goddess: 
An Exploration of  the Sacred 
Feminine — which includes her 
photography, short film, inter-
views with the collaborators, and 
curated items from the University 
of  Vermont’s Fleming Museum 
of  Art’s permanent collection 
— is on view at the museum. To 
learn more about her work, visit 
Shantalee.com.

Meg Reynolds is a poet, artist, 
and teacher from New England. 
Her work has been published in 
literary journals such as Mid-
American Review, Rhino, and 
Iterant, and is forthcoming from 
Prairie Schooner and New England 
Review.

A graduate of  the Stonecoast 
Master of  Fine Arts program, her 
work has been twice nominated 
for the Pushcart Prize and once 
for Best of  the Net. Her poetry 
comic collection, A Comic Year, 
came out from Finishing Line 
Press in 2021. Her second col-
lection, Does the Earth, is forth-
coming in May from Harpoon 
Review Books.

Dede Cummings is a poet, 
book designer, author, and 
publisher from Brattleboro. 
Her poetry has been published 
in Mademoiselle, Connotation 
Press, MomEgg Review, Figroot, 
Bloodroot Literary, and Green 
Mountains Review. She was an un-
dergraduate fellow at Bread Loaf  
and a contributing poet in 2013, 
as well as a 2016 recipient of  a 
writer’s grant from the Vermont 
Studio Center.

Her first poetry collection, To 
Look Out From, won the 2016 
Homebound Publications Poetry 
Prize, and her second book of  
poetry, The Meeting Place, came 
out in 2020 from Salmon Poetry. 
Cummings is the founder and 
publisher of  Green Writers Press 
and she lives in West Brattleboro.

Megan Buchanan’s poetry 
collection, Clothesline Religion 
(Green Writers Press, 2017), was 
nominated for the 2018 Vermont 
Book Award. Her poems have 
appeared in The Sun magazine, 

make/shift, A Woman’s Thing, and 
Iterant, as well as other journals 
and numerous anthologies.

Her work was featured on pub-
lic display at Art at the Kent in 
2021. Her interdisciplinary per-
formance project Regenerations: 
Reckoning with Radioactivity was 
in residency at the Brattleboro 
Museum & Art Center this past 
winter.

Buchanan’s work has been 
supported by the Arts Council 
o f  Windham County,  the 
Vermont Arts Council, Vermont 
Performance Lab, and the 
Vermont Studio Center. She 
lives in Putney and works with 
students with learning exception-
alities. Her work can be found at 
meganbuchanan.net.

Ross Thurber’s poems have 
appeared in Bloodroot Literary 
Magazine, Chrysalis Reader, and 
Vermont Life; they are antholo-
gized in So Little Time: Words 
and Images for a World in Climate 
Crisis, edited by Greg Delanty 
and published by Green Writers 
Press in 2014.

He was awarded an Emily 
Mason Fellowship at the Vermont 
Studio Center in 2012. His debut 
poetry collection, Pioneer Species, 
was published by GreenWriters 
Press in 2018. Ross lives in West 
Brattleboro with his family and 
owns and operates Lilac Ridge 
Farm, a third-generation organic 
dairy and diversified hill farm.

James Crews is the editor of  
several bestselling anthologies, 
including The Path to Kindness: 
Poems of  Connection and Joyand 
How to Love the World: Poems 
of  Gratitude and Hope, which 
has more than 100,000 copies 
in print.

He has been featured in The 
Washington Post, The Boston 
Globe, The New York Times 
Magazine, The New Republic, 
The Christian Science Monitor, 
and on NPR’s Morning Edition.

Crews is the author of  four 
prize-winning books of  poetry — 
The Book of  What Stays, Telling 
My Father, Bluebird, and Every 
Waking Moment — and a book of  
short essays, Kindness Will Save 
the World: Stories of  Compassion 
and Connection. He also speaks 
and leads workshops on kind-
ness, mindfulness, and writing 
for self-compassion. He lives with 
his husband on 40 rocky acres in 
the woods of  Southern Vermont.

Former Vermont state poet 

Sundog Poetry, 
Green Writers Press 
present an evening of 
poetry at Next Stage 

B R AT T L E B O RO — Fo r 
the month of  April, Centre 
Congregational Church, at 193 
Main St., is displaying The 
Putney School’s Tempestry 
Project. This is the beginning 
of  their 88 Tempestry Project, 
as 14 tempestries (a combination 
of  words temperature and tap-
estry)have been completed thus 
far. These beautifully colorful 

temperature gauges demonstrate 
each year’s temperature in a knit-
ted or crocheted piece of  art.

“The Tempestry Project is 
personal and collaborative fiber 
art, environmental education, 
and climate activism through 
data representation all rolled 
into a sprawling community of  
friends, artists, crafters, teach-
ers, scientists, nature lovers, ac-
tivists, and more,” according to a 
news release.

The Tempestry Project was 
begun in 2016 by Emily McNeil, 
Marissa Connelly, and Justin 
Connelly, using climate data from 
the Naval Air Station on Whidbey 
Island, Washington. Having read 
about climate scientists trying to 
preserve climate data, the friends 
joked that there should be a re-
turn to more concrete forms of  
data, and thus, the Tempestry 
Project was born.

Each tempestry is a knitted or 
crocheted bar graph of  the daily 
temperature for one geographic 
location, running from January 1 
through December 31, of  a given 
year. Each row represents a spe-
cific day and the color of  the yarn 
represents a specific temperature 
range of  5 degrees.

“As of  December 2018, craft-
ers have created tempestries in 
nearly every U.S. state and 20 
other countries,” project orga-
nizers said.“All tempestries use 
the same same yarn colors and 

temperature ranges in order to 
create a visually cohesive nar-
rative across a wide expanse of  
makers, places, and eras. This 
consistency is an important as-
pect of  the project.”

The Putney School’s work with 
the Tempestry Project began in 
2021 as a faculty-student proj-
ect and was then brought to the 
wider community in 2022 at the 
school’s annual Harvest Festival.

According to the school, the 
goal is to knit one tempestry for 
each year the school has been in 
existence, with an ultimate goal 
of  88 tempestries. These will be 
displayed in the Currier Gallery 
during Harvest Festival 2023.

The large display will allow the 
community to visualize how cli-
mate change has affected Putney 
in the nearly nine decades since 
The Putney School was estab-
lished in 1935. All tempestries 
are being knitted or crocheted by 
current students and staff, along 
with alumni, former employees, 
and local community members.

The tempestries displayed at 
Centre Church represent just a 
portion of  the tempestries that 
are under construction. They 
are still seeking knitters and 
crocheters who’d like to help 
create a tempestry. Those inter-
ested in participating in the proj-
ect may contact Putney School 
Librarian Sarah Wiles at swiles@
putneyschool.org.

laureate, Chard deNiord is the 
author of  six books of  poetry, In 
My Unknowing (University of  
Pittsburgh Press 2020), Interstate 
(University of  Pittsburgh 
Press, 2019), The Double Truth 
(University of  Pittsburgh Press, 
2011), Speaking In Turn with 
Tony Sanders, (Gnomon Press, 
2011), Night Mowing (University 
of  Pittsburgh Press, 2005), Sharp 
Golden Thorn (Marsh Hawk 
Press, 2002) and Asleep in the 
Fire (University of  Alabama 
Press, 1990).

He is also the author of  two 
books of  interviews with emi-
nent American poets: Sad Friends, 
Drowned Lovers, Stapled Songs: 
Conversations and Reflections on 
20th Century Poets (Marick Press, 
2011) and I Would Lie to You If  I 
Could (University of  Pittsburgh 
Press, 2018). He co-edited Roads 
Taken: Contemporary Vermont 
Poets, 3rd Edition for Green 
Writers Press (2022).

Co-presented by Green Writers 
Press and Sundog Poetry, the 
event is free to attend with a sug-
gested $10 donation. Tickets are 
available at nextstagearts.org.

     

finish off the meal with chocolate 
"nice cream!"

 ▶ 5 - 7 p.m.
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Brooks Memorial Library, 224 Main 

St. Information: Register by emailing 
cooking@ediblebrattleboro.org.

TUESDAY

25
Recreation
BRATTLEBORO Senior Tennis 
Group - ages 55 plus (Tuesdays 
and Thursdays): Freelance pro-
gram offered by Brattleboro Rec. 
& Parks with no instruction and no 
officials. All abilities welcome.

 ▶ 9-11 a.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at the H. Harris Tennis Courts. If there are 
special needs required for this program 
or more info requested, contact program 
leader Ruth Lane: 802-254-6772 or Sarah 
Clark at the Brattleboro Senior Center: 257-
7570, sclark@brattleboro.org.

 ▶ No set fee but donations are appreci-
ated. 

 ▶ Living Memorial Park, Guilford St. Ext.

Kids and families
BRATTLEBORO Sing & Dance with 
Robin: Enriching musical experi-
ence for toddlers and preschoolers 
(ages 5 and under). Designed to 
support healthy cognitive, physical, 
and social development, children 
will sing, clap, stomp, dance, and 
play along with the curriculum of 
traditional and modern folk songs. 
Parents encouraged to sing and 
participate with their child.

 ▶ 10:30 a.m. in the Community Room. 
(This is the last Tuesday this event will be 
offered for now.). 

 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Brooks Memorial Library, 224 

Main St. Information: 802-254-5290; 
brookslibraryvt.org.

Well-being
BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro 
Walk-In Clinic: Primary medical 
treatment for patients ages 18 to 64 
in our community who do not have 
health insurance or who cannot 
afford their high deductibles or 
co-insurance.

 ▶ 5 - 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.
 ▶ Brattleboro Walk-In Clinic, 191 

Clark Ave. Information: 802-251-8484; 
brattleborowalkinclinic.com.

WEDNESDAY

26
The written word
 "Poetry & the Creative Mind" pre-
sented by Academy of American 
Poets (You Tube): Actors/artists/
leaders across cultures celebrate 
poetry's important place in our 
society/impact on readers lives. 
Hosts: Richard Blanco (Academy of 
American Poets Education Ambas-
sador), Kimiko Hahn (Academy of 
American Poets Chancellor). Read-
ings: Andrew Bird, Alan Cumming, 
Ethan Hawke, Emily Igwike, National 
Student Poet Daniel Dae Kim, Eric 
Kim, U.S. Poet Laureate Ada Limon, 
Jonathan Majors, Shantell Martin, 
Liam Neeson, Rosie Perez, Molly 
Shannon, Malala Yousafzai.

 ▶ 7:30 p.m.
 ▶ Free. Suggested donation $50. 

 ▶ YouTube. Information: Captioning 
available on YouTube. Questions/requests 
about access: galasupport@poets.org or 
888-790-0721.

Well-being
BRATTLEBORO Book Launch: 
"Transformative Activism: A Val-
ues Revolution in Everyday Life 
in a Time of Societal Collapse" by 
Tim Stevenson: Author/activist/
community organizer for 55 years, 
Stevenson invites attendees to 
discover a practice that revolution-
izes oppressive social arrangements 
into ones that truly sets people 
free - including one's inner activist. 
"Transformative Activism" is an 
effective guide to growing into the 
spiritual maturity needed to be 
effective agents of human liberation 
and transformative change in a col-
lapsing world. Books available for 
sale and signing.

 ▶ 7-8 p.m. "Transformative Activism" 
invites readers into spiritual practices 
fostering the peace, freedom, social justice 
they seek as they learn: how to realize one's 
potential as an activist; how to achieve 
revolutionary change; a way to ground val-
ues in everyday practices; how to become 
a living representative of the transformed 
world. Along with concrete analysis of the 
personal/political barriers that prevent 
one from achieving this success, it provides 
in-depth, practical discussion on how to 
free oneself from these impediments - 
life-changing wisdom for the revolutionary 
activist.

 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Brooks Memorial Library, 224 

Main St. Information: 802-254-5290; 
brookslibraryvt.org.

Community building
BRATTLEBORO Windham World 
Affairs Council "Members and 
Friends" Salon - Meet the Stu-
dents of PeaceJam: In 2022, WWAC 
brought PeaceJam to BUHS. The 
club introduces students to issues 
of peace, social justice, nonviolence 
through the study of the life and 
work of Nobel Peace Laureates 
across the globe. It explores per-
sonal, social, institutional contexts 
that shape today's world, builds 
core competencies in altruism and 
compassion, respect and inclusion, 
as well as global citizenship and 
civic engagement.

 ▶ 6 p.m. "Don't miss this opportunity to 
hear voices of the generation who have 
come of age against the backdrop of 
climate change, income inequality, social 
unrest. Our goal is to provide opportunity 
for meaningful intergenerational dialogue. 
While younger generations can learn from 
progress that generations before them 
made, older generations can learn from the 
new battles younger people are facing and 
jointly think of ways to challenge them.". 

 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ One Eighteen Elliot, 118 Elliot 

St. Information: RSVP appreciated: 
windhamworldcouncilaffairs@gmail.
com.
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NUTS ’n’ 
BOLTS

To advertise, call 
802-246-6397 
or email ads@

commonsnews.org

Your local sources for 
home improvement

Jewett
Plumbing & Heating

802-254-4963
1090 Western avenue
West brattleboro

Serving the brattleboro area 
with reliable profeSSional Service
Residential • commeRcial
- bathRoom & kitchen Remodeling

- complete heating systems
- wateR pumps & systems

493 Stebbins Rd.
Vernon, VT

802-490-9771
vernonselfstoragevt.com

802-257-1619
Vernon, VTVernon, VTVernon, VT • stevessepticpumping.com • stevessepticpumping.com

Septic Tank Pumping 
& Portable Toilet Rentals

NOW HIRING IN VERNON, VT!
Do you love cooking, working as part of a team, 

and providing exceptional customer service? 
If you answer is YES, we want to learn more about you!

Join our residential dining team as a full-time 
or part-time: Cook, Server, or Dishwasher

Apply at: www.glendalediningservices.com/careers,
or call 603-437-0200 x 106.

Do you value your weekends off?
Half day on Friday?

Join our team in Brattleboro! 
Actively looking to fi ll:

Production – Lumber handlers & Machine operators
Maintenance – facility & sawmill

Mechanics - equipment
Competitive benefi ts package including health, dental, 401k.

Applications available at:
1103 Vernon Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301
802-254-4508 • www.cersosimolumber.com

Or email resume to: employment@cersosimo.com

ersosimo
Lumber Company

 BRATTLEBORO—The 
Vermont Jazz Center celebrates 
the vital impact that the piano 
has played in the history of  
jazz by hosting its seventh an-
nual Solo Jazz Piano Festival on 
Friday, April 21, and Saturday, 
April, 22. The artists headlining 
this year’s festivals are Michael 
Weiss, Dan Tepfer, Myra 
Melford, and Orrin Evans; 
emerging artists are Shiyu Fang 
and Remi Savard.

On the performance evenings 
at 7:30 p.m., two headlining pi-
anists will present back-to-back 
solo sets. April 21 will include 
sets by Weiss and Tepfer, and on 
April 22 concertgoers will hear 
Melford and Evans.

Saturday, April 22, is a full 
day of  educational and concert 
programming. Beginning at 10 
a.m. three of  the headliners will 
present, with a fourth and � nal 
presentation at 3:30 p.m. These 
presentations are designed to be 
accessible to all music lovers, 
not just pianists.

In addition to the four pre-
sentations, Saturday will include 

two short sets from the emerg-
ing artists as well as interviews 
and a round-table discussion 
with all six artists moderated 
by VJC Director Eugene Uman. 
Topics for the panel will be 
selected from questions pre-
sented by in-person and online 
audiences.

The Solo Jazz Piano Festival, 
now in its seventh year, is one of  
the cornerstones of  the VJC’s 
programming. The festival has 
presented some of  the world’s 
top pianists and most impor-
tant musical innovators of  this 
generation.

The festival continues to be 
a unique opportunity for au-
diences of  all backgrounds to 
communicate directly with 
the artists as they divulge their 
methods and teachings through 
performances and presenta-
tions, and the VJC says it is hon-
ored to continue this important 
tradition in Brattleboro.

According to Uman, “Each 
of  this year’s headliners are 
highly regarded by jazz lovers 
around the world. They are all 

virtuosic in their abilities and 
have released numerous, cel-
ebrated recordings as leaders 
and side-people. But what sets 
this group of  four apart is that 
each individual conveys a com-
pletely distinct approach to the 
instrument. Each pianist is a 
mature example of  an artist who 
has developed an instantly rec-
ognizable vocabulary and per-
sonal style.”

The full schedule is available 
at  bit.ly/711-piano . A full festival 
pass is $80 to $120, while the in-
dividual headliner concerts are 
$20 to $50; A Saturday daytime 
pass is $60. All tickets are gen-
eral admission and o� ered on 
a sliding fee scale (except the 
Saturday daytime pass).

For tickets to the in-per-
son shows and information on 
watching livestream concerts 
(presented by donation), and 
accessibility, visit  vtjazz.org
or email at  ginger@vtjazz.org . 
Vermont Jazz Center is also on 
Facebook. 

 Vermont Jazz Center plans 
Solo Jazz Piano Festival   

  COURTESY PHOTO 

Installation view from “Mitsuko Brooks: Letters Mingle Souls” on view at the 
Brattleboro Museum & Art Center. 

 BMAC, Brattleboro Area 
Hospice host workshop on 
writing to lost loved ones  

 B R AT T L E B O RO — O n 
Saturday, April 29, at 2 p.m., sta�  
of  the Brattleboro Museum & Art 
Center (BMAC) and Brattleboro 
Area Hospice will lead a work-
shop presented in connection 
with the exhibition “Mitsuko 
Brooks: Letters Mingle Souls,” at 
the BMAC, in which participants 
will create mail art or a letter to 
a loved one who has passed on, .

Brooks is a Brooklyn-based 
artist and archivist. Her mixed-
media collages and sculptures 
address issues of  mental health.

Brooks collaborates with sui-
cide-loss survivors and asks them 
to express “lingering thoughts, 
emotions, and feelings” that they 
wish they could share with their 
lost loved ones. She then incorpo-
rates their words and sentiments 
in collage compositions layered 
upon reclaimed boards, postcards, 
and book covers.

The resulting works of  art 
evoke the power of  everyday ob-
jects to carry personal memories 
and messages.

In her essay for the BMAC 
exhibition, Brooks speaks of  
her engagement with a model 
of  clinical psychology that con-
siders four factors involved in a 
patient’s healing: the biological, 

psychological, social, and spiri-
tual. The spiritual is especially 
important to Brooks, and she 
writes: “I reference the spiritual 
in my new mail art ... in hopes 
of  bringing peace to the survi-
vors and of  connecting with the 
other realm.”

Brooks engages with the long-
standing tradition of  mail art, us-
ing the art form to address highly 
personal mental health concerns 
and to foster not just material but 
also spiritual connections.

“By sending mail-art pieces 
back to the deceased, Brooks 
emphasizes correspondence that 
moves beyond conventional forms 
of  communication and into the 
spiritual realm,” curator David 
Rios Ferreira writes in an es-
say accompanying the BMAC 
exhibition.

Brooks is of  mixed settler 
Japanese and European descent. 
She was born on Misawa Air 
Base, Japan. Her work has been 
exhibited at The San Francisco 
Art Institute, California College 
of  Arts, and SOMArts, among 
others, and her zines, artist 
books, and mail art collages 
are in permanent collections at 
the Smithsonian’s Archive of  
American Art, Canada’s Artexte 

Information Centre, the Asian 
American Arts Centre, and The 
Los Angeles Contemporary 
Archive.

She received her Master of  
Fine Arts in painting and drawing 
from UCLA, her bachelor’s from 
Cooper Union, and her Master of  
Library and Information Science 
and Certificate in Archives 
and Preservation of  Cultural 
Materials from CUNY Queens 
College.

This in-person event is free, 
and walk-ins are welcome. 
Optional registration is available 
in advance at  brattleboromuseum.
org . 

 BELLOWS FALLS—Canal 
Street Art Gallery, 23 Canal 
Street, presents “Charles W. 
Norris-Brown: Distant Thunder 
Studio,” on view from Friday, 
April 21, through Saturday, 
June 10. Join the Gallery on 3rd 
Friday Gallery Night in Historic 
Downtown Bellows Falls on April 
21 from 5 to 7 p.m. to celebrate 
the opening of  the show. All 
Gallery events are free and open 
to the public.

All the original artworks from 
the late artist’s un� nished graphic 
novel,  Thunder Basin , will be 
on viewwithin a recreation of  
Norris-Brown’s studio as an 
interactive exhibition, includ-
ing artmaking for the public 
and digital cataloging of  the 
graphic novel, and culminat-
ing in the launch of  a  Thunder 
Basin  website. Finished works 
along with drawings, storyboard 
frames, studies, and writings are 
all included.

“I call my studio Distant 
Thunder,” Norris-Brown once 
wrote. “Sometimes I have a real 
studio. Other times Distant 
Thunder Studio is within me.”

Visitors are invited to interact 
with the show through exploring 
Norris-Brown’s notebooks, plein-
air studies, sketchbooks, brushes, 
and palettes. Art supplies and a 
space to create are provided as 
part of  the exhibit. Those who 
are inspired may write, draw, and 
paint with watercolor or ink, to 
make their own artwork and writ-
ing about  Thunder Basin .

Fans of  the artist may become 
further involved through volun-
teering and assisting in the digital 
cataloging of  all works pertain-
ing to  Thunder Basin  to be avail-
able during the Distant Thunder 
Studio show, including artworks, 
sketchbooks, and notebooks, and 
help bring one artist’s vision to 
life by developing his graphic 
novel into a Creative Commons 
licensed work to be accessible 
for community-based projects 
worldwide.

Thunder Basin  is the artist’s 
third book and un� nished work. 
Here a girl loses her beloved cell 
phone in the forest. Trickster 
Coyote picks it up and runs 
away with it, leading her to ex-
plore the forest, and ultimately, 
herself. This quest unfolds in 
the Thunder Basin along the 
west � ank of  Vermont’s Mount 
Mans� eld.

Select artworks in the show 
which are not for sale are available 
as pre-ordered, full-sized archi-
val pigment prints on cotton rag 
paper. These reproductions are 
available only during the show. At 
the end of  the exhibit each edi-
tion is closed, and then printed.

Canal Street Art Gallery is open 
Tuesday to Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. For more information 
go to  canalstreetartgallery.com , 
call Mike Noyes by phone at 
802-289-0104, or email  artinfo@
canalstreetartgallery.com . 

 Norris-Brown 
works on 
display in 
Bellows Falls  

 BRATTLEBORO—Arts 
Alive is bringing together sev-
eral Brattleboro arts organiza-
tions to enrich the lives of  local 
artists. This is part of  a series for 
creatives to network and explore 
artistic resources.

On Saturday, April 29, at 10 
a.m., Arts Alive invites the artist 
community to gather at Mitchell-
Giddings Fine Arts on Main 
Street for the next field trip. 
Gallery owner Petria Mitchell 
will introduce the business, in-
cluding its history, programming, 
and available resources.

Attendees will also hear from 
representatives from nearby 
creative businesses and orga-
nizations. These include First 
Proof  Press, Epsilon Spires, 

Harmony Collective Artist 
Gallery, HatchSpace, the In-
sight Photography Project, the 
Vermont Center for Photography, 
and the Wheelhouse Clay Center.

From noon to 1 p.m., First 
Proof  Press will facilitate a greet-
ing card printmaking activity for 
a limited number of  registrants.

Arts Alive’s Field Trips are 
characterized by a laid-back at-
mosphere to inspire relation-
ship-building and connection. 
During the event, participants 
will also have the chance to net-
work over co� ee, tea, and pas-
tries, provided by Prime Roast 
Co� ee Company in Keene, New 
Hampshire. For this particular 
event, other homemade snacks 
will be served as well.

Arts Alive encourages attend-
ees to explore Brattleboro after 
the gathering. Several organiza-
tions present will have their doors 
open later into the day for self-
guided visiting. Epsilon Spires 
will o� er a tour from 1 to 2 p.m., 
and the Brattleboro Museum 
& Art Center will be open un-
til 4 p.m.

Field Trips are $5.  The 
optional printmaking activ-
ity is $10. To register for the 
event and future trips, visit 
monadnockartsalive.org/artist-
field-trips . For information about 
accessibility, call 603-283-0944 
or contact Nina Taylor Dunn at 
nina@monadnockartsalive.org . 

 Arts Alive series explores 
Brattleboro arts, artists  

 Palaver Strings collaborates with 
clarinetist Kinan Azmeh and 
percussionist Brian Shankar Adler  

HELP 
WANTED
ads@commonsnews.org • 888-511-5150

HELP WANTED: ROAD CREW MEMBER
The Town of Marlboro, Vermont is accepting applications for a road crew member. This position requires knowledge 
and operation of a variety of light construction equipment including pick-up trucks, dump trucks, snowplows, 

sanders, salt trucks, jackhammers, chainsaws, weed whacker, loader, light roller, and road rake.

Other miscellaneous labor duties performed when not operating equipment are cleaning ditches & culverts, 
installation of culverts, pothole patching, installing culvert posts, guard rail posts, installing street signs, brush 
cutting, equipment maintenance, as well as any other duties as assigned by the Road Supervisor, or/and Select Board.

While this position is predominately as a member of the Highway Crew, the Town of Marlboro engages a team 
approach to accomplish municipal tasks. From time to time, a road crew member may be asked to perform duties 
outside the highway department scope such as, moving chairs for set-up of Town Meeting site, clean up yard debris 

from the recycling bins, and regular schedule maintenance of the School District’s school buses.

A current Commercial Driver’s License is required.  This position requires: the applicant to pass a pre-employment 
drug and alcohol screening, as well as random drug and alcohol screening as an employee; the ability to work a 
flexible schedule with holidays and weekends as necessary due to weather and other factors; and a willingness to 

abide by safety rules and regulations.

Pay rate (up to $25/hour) will be based on experience.  Benefits included health insurance, Life Insurance, 
Short-Term Disability (as needed), and VT Municipal Employee Retirement program.

Applications (due by April 30th, 2023) are available at the Marlboro Town Office, 510 South Road, Marlboro, VT., 
or online at marlborovt.us, or to provide a resume & cover letter, contact the Marlboro Road Supervisor Andrew 

Richardson by email at MarlboroHighwayDept@gmail.com or by calling (802) 257-0252.  

 PUTNEY—Palaver Strings, 
the innovative and dynamic en-
semble known for their genre-
bending performances, is set 
to take the stage at Next Stage 
Arts on April 27, at 7 p.m., with 
special guests clarinetist Kinan 
Azmeh and percussionist Brian 
Shankar Adler.

Azmeh, a member of  Yo-Yo 
Ma’s Silk Road Ensemble, and 
Adler, who has collaborated 
with a diverse range of  musi-
cians including Vijay Iyer and 
Esperanza Spalding, bring their 
unique talents and musical styles 

to the table.
Palaver Strings is a chamber 

orchestra that combines classical 
masterworks with new composi-
tions and arrangements. Founded 
in 2014 by a group of  young mu-
sicians from the New England 
Conservatory, the ensemble has 
garnered national recognition 
for their innovative program-
ming and collaborative approach 
to music-making.

Organizers say these perform-
ers have built a reputation for 
pushing the boundaries of  classi-
cal music, and their collaboration 

with Azmeh and Adler is no ex-
ception. The evening’s program 
will feature a range of  works from 
traditional classical pieces to con-
temporary and world music.

“Palaver Strings is showcas-
ing a new voice in classical mu-
sic, making it more relevant and 
meaningful to a new generation 
of  classical music fans,” Keith 
Marks, executive director of  Next 
Stage Arts, said in a news release. 
“The addition of  Syrian clarinet-
ist Kinan Azmeh and percussion-
ist Brian Shankar Adler is going 
to make an already talented show-
case of  music into a unique eve-
ning of  music not to be missed.”

The concert takes place at 
Next Stage Arts, 15 Kimball Hill. 
Tickets are $20 in advance, $24 at 
the door. Next Stage will provide 
a beer, wine and cocktail cash bar. 
Advance tickets are available at 
nextstagearts.org . For informa-
tion, call 802-387-0102. 

THIS SPACE
FOR RENT
You, and some 20,000 
other readers, are 
looking at Windham 
County’s best advertis-
ing value. To promote 
your business in the 
next issue of The Com-
mons, call us at (802) 
246-6397 or e-mail 
ads@commonsnews.
org.
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One-week 
7 sessions
Drop-ins welcome

Camp
CampArtArt
CampArt
Camp
CampArt
Camp

June 26 – Aug 11 

for K
idsCamp

for K
idsCamp

Camp
  Camp

for K
idsCamp
  Camp

More info/register online:
rivergalleryschool.org
802-257-1577

June 26 – Aug 11 June 26 – Aug 11 

Home Heating ~ Cooling 
Magic! 

Zero emission 
electric furnaces.

Serving VT, NH, MA

413-344-7031  
james@unityheatpumps.com

www.members1cu.com 

10 Browne Court   

P.O. Box 8245 

N. Brattleboro, VT   05304 
Y Y Y Y               

Tel: (802) 257-5131 

Fax: (802) 257-5837 

members1cu.com

10 Browne Crt.
P.O. Box 8245

N. Brattleboro, VT 05304

Tel: (802) 257-5131
Fax: (802) 257-5837
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Marie Stormo wrote to PAT: 
“After two and a half  decades 
of  writing the words, keep-
ing my work privately quiet 
and only sharing closely with 
the ears of  horses, wind, a few 
shy human kin and of  course 
rivers, this is the � rst time I’ve 
ever chosen to unleash my 
writing to set foot in the hu-
man public eye.

“That’s a lot of  time build-
ing until now, and I chose your 
event to step into sharing my 
work. Thank you so much, 
for all the careful tending you 
all have done in this incred-
ible community event. Poems 
save lives, I learned as a young 

child — and sometimes, liter-
ally. This is no small thing, this 
action of  words — gathering 
poets in these ways and o� ering 
your time and energy is quite a 
labor of  love.” 

 A full brochure available on 
writeaction.org  guides the public 
in � nding each store and its posted 
poet(s). The poems will be on 
display at least through the end of  
April. Some may remain in place 
far longer. Poetry Around Town 
2023 will go live with a reading 
at the River Garden by roughly 
20 of  the more than 50 PAT poets 
on Friday, April 28, from 5 to 7 
p.m. Andy Burrows will emcee. 

 By Annie Landenberger
  The Commons

  BRATTLEBORO—The 
Brattleboro Camerata presents 
the world premiere of  a work 
by composer Kitty Brazelton on 
Sunday, April 23, at 4 p.m., at the 
Brattleboro Music Center (BMC).

“ T h e  W a n t  o f  Yo u : 
Renaissance Music and the 
Future” will feature pairs of  
Renaissance and later works, elu-
cidating the ties between them.

In a BMC media release, 
Camerata Director Jonathan 
Harvey notes the choral pieces are 
“all very emotionally intense — 
whether � lled with religious ec-
stasy or romantic yearning, they 
explore extremes of  feeling.”

T h e  p a i r i n g s  i n c l u d e 
Renaissance composers Giovanni 
Pierluigi da Palestrina, Thomas 
Morley, Thomas Tallis, Tomás 
Luis de Victoria, and Pomponio 
Nenna with, in turn, composers 
of  the past two centuries such as 
Anton Bruckner, Peter Schickele 
(composer of  the works of  P.D.Q. 
Bach), and William H. Harris, 
and living composers Reena 
Esmail and Brazelton herself.

Brazelton, a composer, ed-
ucator, singer-songwriter, 
spoke about her work with  The 
Commons  from what had been a 
chicken coop her grandmother 
had built on the family gen-
tleman’s farm in Barnstable, 
Massachusetts, on Cape Cod. 
When she’s not composing in 
her East Village apartment in 
Manhattan, she composes in this 
capacious studio, surrounded by 
memories of  childhood vacations 
spent here.

Before retiring to focus on 
her own work last January, 
Brazelton had taught composi-
tion at Bennington College for 
more than 20 years.

“Bennington was always the 
primary reason for my physically 
spending half  my life in Vermont 
over the last 20 years,” she says.

But another connection is 
her great-great grandfather, 
George Green, who hailed from 
Castleton. He went to Texas for 
the gold rush and died in New 
Orleans of  tuberculosis.

“I’ve developed a deep love for 
Vermont. I love its air, its trees, its 
green mountains, its cold lakes 
and ponds, its former farmlands 
grown back into forest with strag-
gling scars of  old stone walls, its 
calm, its arts, its people who’ve 
chosen it,” she says.

“And I’ve made friends — 
some of  my best friends live in 
Vermont,” Brazelton continues. 

“I will continue to remain con-
nected to Vermont for the rest 
of  my life.”

 Eclectic musicality 
B r a z e l t o n  g r e w  u p  i n 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
where her father, the late T. Berry 
Brazelton, was a pediatrician, an 
author, and a recognized expert 
on early child development.

She then attended Swarthmore 
College as a music major. Though 
she did eventually � nish, she left 
in 1972, her senior year, just a 
few credits short of  a degree, 
and headed to New York City 
to create with her band, Musica 
Orbis (MO).

An electric chamber music 
ensemble, MO was known for 
breaking barriers, fusing rock 
and contemporary classical with 
voices and innovative instrumen-
tation from harp to electric bass, 
marimba to recorders, bells to a 
Fender Rhodes. The band pre-
miered, among others, works 
by renowned modern composer 
George Crumb.

After several years of  tour-
ing, recording, and forging new 
ground, the band folded in 1979, 
she says.

“I was very into medieval. No 
one else was. What I was so at-
tracted to with early music was 
the polyphony — I’ve been in-
delibly altered by that music.”

In the 1990s, she created 
Hildegurls, a band dedicated to 
the much-touted works of  me-
dieval composer, Hildegard von 
Bingen (1098–1179). The group 
played downtown Manhattan 
bars and lofts; when Brazelton 
suggested they play Lincoln 
Center in 1998, they soon did, 
performing electro-acoustic re-
interpretations of  von Bingen’s 
900-year-old works.

Harvey recalls he was drawn 
to Brazelton, not only for her 
connections to Vermont and 
her eclectic musicality, but also 
because of  Hildegurls and its 
“fascinating work updating and 
transforming the music of  von 
Bingen, and because of  her 
more recent project, ‘Essential 
Prayers,’ which takes old prayer 
texts from various religious tra-
ditions and sets them to beautiful 
new a cappella harmonies.”

Those pieces, says Brazelton, 
use “words from prayers I hope 
are known outside of  churches: 
They’re multifaith in choices, but 
what I wanted was nonreligious.”

Harvey actually sought to 
commission a nonreligious cho-
ral work for the April concert 
based on the creation of  an 

Extremes 
of feeling
Brattleboro Camerata 
presents world premiere 
of work by composer 
Kitty Brazelton

early-20th-century poet. He 
sent Brazelton a few poems by 
two contenders, both women.

Brazelton was taken by the 
spirit of  Angelina Weld Grimké, 
an African American journalist, 
teacher, playwright, and poet. 
The composer chose Grimké’s 
brief  but pithy and poignant 
1923 “The Want of  You” for her 
Camerata commission:

§A hint of  gold where the moon 
will be;

§Through the � ocking clouds just 
a star or two;

Leaf  sounds, soft and wet and 
hushed,

§And oh! the crying want of  you.
About unrequited — and for-

bidden — love between two 
women of  color, it touched 
Brazelton “imagining what 
Grimke gave up being lesbian 
because she was already mixed 
race,” she says.

“There is hot stuff  for 1923 
in this sexy, completely secular 
text,” Brazelton adds. “It taps my 
spirituality, too — which doesn’t 
live in a church.”

In keeping with her passion 
for early music,  The Want ofYou
is written in a Renaissance poly-
phonic vein, a madrigal for four 
voice parts.

“I’m interested in what makes 
melodies tick,” Brazelton says. 
“The brass ring is to write some-
thing easy to sing, then put it 
together to be robust and poly-
phonic. If  each part of  the choir 
can grok a piece of  it — that’s 
when it gets interesting. How can 
I work a text so singers can bring 
it to life?”

Having composed in eclectic 
modes and styles and with di-
vergent in� uences, Brazelton’s 
merging of  periods, styles, in-
struments, and voices, the news 
release notes, “builds music’s 
power to unite — across genre, 
across tradition, and across 
language.”

Hers is music for a wide reach: 
“If  I make music for me, it’s not 
mine,” says Brazelton.

In addition to composing 
the piece for the Brattleboro 
Camerata, Brazelton recently gar-
nered a New York State Council 
on the Arts grant for  The Art of  
Memory , an opera focused on the 
works of  St. Augustine and that 
early-first-century theologian/
philosopher’s essential, timely 
message: “Now is all there is.”

Currently she’s working on 
The World Is Not Ending — We’ve 
Been Here Before,  a set of  six cho-
ral pieces created in response to 
the pandemic to “give my singers 
something to sing in quarantine.”

The online audio project � nds 
Brazelton ( kitbraz.info ) mixing 
with painstaking care; at the same 
time, she’s recording a studio al-
bum,  The Planes of  Your Location , 
with Los Angeles–based ensemble 
Isaura String Quartet.

The Brattleboro Camerata 
is a 16–20 voice chamber choir 
specializing in Renaissance and 
Renaissance-inspired music. 
With Harvey, the Camerata ex-
plores “both beloved classics and 

under-performed gems through 
innovative and energetic pro-
gramming and performance,” 
the media release notes. 

 General admission to “The Want 
of  You: Renaissance Music and the 
Future” is $20 ($25 at the door). 
Youth admission is $10, with those 
12 and under admitted free. Tickets 
are available at  bmcvt.org  or 802-
257-4523. For more information 
about Kitty Brazelton and her mu-
sic, visit  kitbraz.info . 

  COURTESY PHOTO 

Kitty Brazelton 

■ Poetry Around Town
FROM SECTION FRONT

  ARLENE DISTLER 

Two poems from this year’s batch of  Poetry Around 
Town are displayed in the window of  Mocha Joe’s on 
Main Street in Brattleboro. 



Walk-Up Sales 
7:00pm

Doors Open 
7:30pm

Show Begins 
8:00pm

Tickets & Information
latchis.com or at the door

The Tri-state region’s premier center for jazz
72 Cotton Mill Hill • Brattleboro, VT 05301

Friday & Saturday, April 21-22nd
7th Solo Jazz Piano Festival
FOR ALL MUSIC LOVERS, not just pianists, 
interested in both the practical and spiritual 
aspects of jazz and improvised music.

In-person Tickets: www.vtjazz.org
Live Stream: facebook.com/VermontJazzCenter/live_videos

“That always fascinated me, 
in terms of  his ability to take an 
idea in his mind and then trans-
late it onto a page and have that 
be like a permanent or the semi-
permanent kind of  thing that 
would hang on my wall,” he said.

Callahan earned a bachelor’s 
degree in � ne arts and Africana 
studies from the University of  
Philadelphia in 2007 and, with 
a full fellowship, a MFA from 
Emerson College in 2017.

His work has been featured at 
the Museum of  Fine Arts, Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum, 
Institute of  Contemporary Art, 
New Orleans Museum of  Art, 
and Queens Museum, as well as in 
publications such as The Believer , 
The Bay State Banner , and  Global 
Journal of  Hip-Hop Culture.

Threaded through a multidis-
ciplinary career in teaching and 
commercial art are a number of  
multimedia projects centered on 
MassQing.

Callahan said he has done 
MassQing workshops a number 
of  times, many with a younger 
audience, usually teenagers.

“I think it’s like the perfect age 
group, because they’re changing 
so much. And they’re trying to 
� nd out who they are,” he said. 
“And they’re looking to connect 
in a way that makes them really 
open and act and [be] sort of  will-
ing to engage in such a practice.”

 The self-
exploration 
journey continues 

Callahan said he usually has 
people MassQ themselves � rst, 
and then, if  there is more time, 
they can MassQ one another. 
“Now that you’ve learned how 
to be introspective and re� ective 
and listen to yourself  at that, ap-
ply that to somebody else’s story 
and see if  you can do that with 
someone else.”

He observed that some people 
come to the workshop groups 
uninterested in participating, 
“but by the end of  the workshop, 
they’re doing it.”

He said then they become fully 
invested and they get a lot out of  
the workshop, where “somebody 
changed how they even behave, or 
how they’re what they’re willing 
to open up to and hearing peo-
ple’s stories.”

“You learn new things about 
people through MassQing that 
you didn’t know before because 
of  people sharing themselves,” 
Callahan said. “Those are sort of  
my favorite memories from mask-
ing workshops.” 

 The workshop will be held at the 
Brattleboro Museum & Art Center, 
10 Vernon St., on Saturday, April 
22 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $55 ($45 
for BMAC members, Space is lim-
ited and Registration is required. 

culture, and geography.”
The ritual face-painting 

workshop is very much based 
on indigenous practices of  body 
decoration. “We started to realize 
how strong of  a connection many 
di� erent people have, culturally 
to that art form,” he said.

“The idea is that each MassQ 
is supposed to represent sort of  
where you are at the moment. So 
when I’m asking myself, it’s very 
much about a sort of  introspec-
tion and reflection.” Callahan 
said.

He explained that when he is 
MassQing other people, he has 
ended up talking with them for 
a while and has gotten to know 
who and where they are in that 
moment.

“I also just look,” he said. “And 
then looking at someone’s face for 
over a long period of  time as they 
talk, I just start to see shapes and 
colors and lines.”

Callahan said he doesn’t just 
see one speci� c thing so much as 

he sees an essence.
“That essence is really a re-

� ection of  that person but also 
my perception of  that person 
and also our connection in the 
moment that the MassQ is cre-
ated,” he said.

Callahan never uses the same 
mask twice: “Each mask is sup-
posed to represent where you 
are in the moment. And we’re 
constantly changing and evolv-
ing,” he said.

“Even if  you’re just looking at 
the work from sort of  a detached 
point of  view, you still have to 
engage with another human be-
ing to see the work,” he pointed 
out. “You literally have to look 
into someone’s eyes.”

 The artist behind 
the mask 

Callahan said his father in-
spired him to pursue art. He 
explained how his father would 
draw whatever he loved at the 
moment.

dfd
latchis.com | 802.246.1500

SUPER MARIO 
BROS.                 PG
DAILY                                4 PM
NIGHTLY                     6:40 PM 

CHEVALIER      PG-13
DAILY                           4:15 PM
NIGHTLY                          7 PM

PAINT                PG-13
SAT. - THURS.        4 / 7:10 PM

GUY RICHIE’S 
THE COVENANT  R
DAILY                           3:45 PM
NIGHTLY                     6:50 PM

latchis.com | 802.246.1500

RESPECT          PG-13  
3:50 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:30 & 9:10 PM – NIGHTLY

CANDYMAN          R

4 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:50 & 8:50 PM – NIGHTLY

FREE GUY       PG-13  
3:40 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:40 & 9 PM – NIGHTLY

GREEN KNIGHT R  
4 PM DAILY – SAT.
6:45 PM – NIGHTLY
(NO 6:45 THURSDAY, 9/2)

REMINISCENCE PG-13  
9:15 PM – NIGHTLY

Latchis Arts’ 
Spotlight Film Series

November’s theme: 
Black Voices
Featuring “Get Out”
Thursday, Nov. 5, at 7 pm
Suggested donation $10
Continues Thursdays 
in November
Sponsored by 
Hermit Thrush Brewery

Visit latchis.com

T H E A T R E
latchis.com          802.246.1500

Manager’s Pick of the Week 
ROCKETMAN          R

1:50 matinees Sat & Sun
6:50 & 9:00 nightly

DARK PHOENIX PG-13
1:45 matinees Sat & Sun 

6:40 & 9:00 nightly

THE SECRET LIFE OF 
PETS 2   PG

2:00 matinees Sat & Sun
6:45 nightly

FRIDAY 6/7 - 
THURSDAY 6/13

GODZILLA: KING OF 
THE MONSTERS    PG-13

1:40 matinees Sat & Sun
6:40 & 9:00 nightly

Bolshoi Ballet presents: 
CARMEN/
PETRUSCHKA        PG
Sunday, June 9th at 4:00 PM

AUG. 27 – SEPT. 2APRIL 21 - 27
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the Earth and life, not through 
rhetoric, but in how we act,” 
Stevenson suggests. In the in-
troduction to  Transformative 
Action , he writes: “Through 
everyday acts of  kindness and 
compassion, acceptance and 
forgiveness, generosity and al-
truism, sel� essness and grati-
tude, modesty and humility, 
moral courage and personal in-
tegrity, we exhibit the necessary 
interpersonal infrastructure that 
allows for a moment of  human 
liberation. These interactions 
with others — partner and fam-
ily, friend and enemy, neighbor 
and stranger alike — are cu-
mulatively central to realizing 
transformative possibilities.”

Transformative Action  is, as is 
much of  what Stevenson writes, 
addressed to activists — “but I 
can consider all of  us activists,” 
he clari� es, “not just those out 
on the street.”

Activism, he believes, “can 
be within a family where people 
treat each other [well] — that’s 
an activist, even if  in a limited 
arena,” because, Stevenson says, 
“our social reality is forged in 
our everyday relationships and 
so, by skillfully practicing our 
innate values, we can pre� gure 
the liberated world we seek.

“In this way, the behavior of  
activists is the revolution within 
the revolution, allowing for 
transformation not just in the-
ory but in deed. It is precisely 

through this kind of  practice 
that the foundation for human 
freedom can be created.”

 T HE GRASSROOTS  organization 
Post Oil Solutions — spear-
headed by Stevenson and his 
wife, Sherry Maher — took 
form in 2005 from a group of  
citizens who were eyeing the 
rami� cations of  what will hap-
pen to the world, our econo-
mies, and our communities, so 
dependent on oil for fuel, trans-
portation, and manufactur-
ing, when petroleum supplies 
dwindle. 

“We joined together to take 
our � rst, modest steps toward 
creating more cooperative, self-
su�  cient communities,” the 
organization says on its web-
site ( postoilsolutions.org ). “Our 
goal is to learn about and de-
velop sustainable practices in 
our homes, neighborhoods, and 
larger communities, so as to be-
gin creating the infrastructure 
in our region necessary for a 
post oil society.”

Most recently, Stevenson fa-
cilitated the Iraq Committee 
of  the Brattleboro Peace and 
Justice group, and co-founded 
BrattPower, an organization 
dedicated to promoting lo-
cal businesses and oppos-
ing “big box” store growth in 
Brattleboro.

“You’re someone who walks 
the walk,” I said to Stevenson 

when we met.
He quickly corrected me.
“I try to walk the walk; I 

stumble, make wrong turns, say 
the wrong thing,” he said. But 
in the end, with humility and 
compassion, he is a catalyst for 
change.

Transformative Action  closes 
with hope and “the good news 
[...] that people have demon-
strated a tendency to exhibit 
this exemplary behavior at cata-
strophic times when our lives 
were on the line.”

At this point, “spontaneously, 
instinctively, transformative 
moments emerge [...] and while 
it has been these everyday un-
acted-upon moments that have 
created the world we live in to-
day, it is precisely these same 
everyday moments that, right 
now, provide us with the oppor-
tunity to respond to our present 
unprecedented crises with the 
moral excellence they require.”

There is, he writes, “a grow-
ing movement of  citizens who 
get it. Who are working for the 
decent world that most of  us 
want. [...] Every moment of  life 
counts.”

Afree book launch and reading 
takes place at Brooks Memorial 
Library in Brattleboro on 
Wednesday, April 26,from 7to 
8p.m.

■ MassQing FROM SECTION FRONT

liberation,” he says.
“I don’t consider myself  a 

Buddhist,” he’s quick to add. 
“I’m not part of  any system 
or institution; I’m a spiritual 
activist.”

 S TEVENSON’S CALL  for “trans-
formative action,” basic to 
Buddhist belief, centers on the 
essential value of  being pres-
ent — here and now. Since he’s 
probably more passionate about 
climate change than anyone 
I know, I asked him how be-
ing present could boost climate 
change amelioration. 

“We can’t necessarily look for 
a solution,” he responds.

“What matters is acting 
within the moment, doing the 
best you can, being the best 
person you can — and that’s 
enough. Do all you can as a cli-
mate activist in how you live day 
to day, moment to moment, in 
relationships, in encounters,” 
Stevenson continues.

“What it means for me is 
what I feel activism is about: 
the valuing of  life itself  — hu-
man or non-human,” he says. 
“That’s all I can do; it’s all any 
of  us can do.”

Stevenson, a father and 
grandfather, recalls: “I saw a 
ladybug � oundering in water 
the other day. I took a spoon 
and let it out. It’s an instance of  
life, a spark of  life. I need to try 
to value life everywhere — as 
much with those whom I don’t 
like as with those I do.”

Embracing one’s foe changes 
the paradigm, Stevenson as-
serts. That non-violent behav-
ior is  demonstrably di� erent: 
“We’re calling upon heartfelt 
goodness in all of  us,” he says. 
That’s a di� erent approach to 
activism and to trying to a� ect 
change.”

“We should show we value 

■ Stevenson FROM SECTION FRONT

 BRATTLEBORO—“I’m con-
vinced that economics as cur-
rently taught and practiced will 
ensure a planetary path to ruin,” 
says economist and author Jon D. 
Erickson.

On Thursday, April 20, at 6:30 
p.m., he will explain why and 
what must be done in his new-
est book  The Progress Illusion: 
Reclaiming Our Future from the 
Fairytale of  Economics  (Island 
Press) at 118 Elliot, 118 Elliot 
Street.

The event is sponsored by 118 

Elliot, Everyone’s Books, and 
Epsilon Spires. Books will be 
available for purchase and sign-
ing. Events are free but donations 
are appreciated. Email  118Elliot@
gmail.com  to reserve a seat.

Erickson is the Blittersdorf  
Professor of  Sustainability 
Science and Pol icy at  the 
University of  Vermont, is 
on faculty at the Rubenstein 
School of  Environment and 
Natural Resources, and a Fellow 
of  the Gund Institute for the 
Environment. He is the author/

editor of  � ve other books and an 
Emmy-award winning director 
and producer of  documentary 
� lms. He lives in Ferrisburgh.

“This book is my small part 
in helping to turn the tide,” 
Erickson said in a news release. 
“The mainstream of  my � eld tells 
a story centered on a very narrow 
caricature of  humanity as greedy 
and independent. It’s a story that 
assumes the Earth is limitless and 
at our disposal.

“It’s a fairytale detached from 
biophysical reality and lacking a 

moral compass. The fate of  peo-
ple and planet depends on up-
ending this illusion and writing 
a new story based on care, coop-
eration, interdependence, and 
stewardship.”

“Given that the Arctic has 
mostly melted, it seems axiom-
atic that our planet’s economic 
system is not working very well,” 
writes Bill McKibben. “But Jon 
Erickson explains, in simple and 
powerful terms — just why that 
is, and just what would need to 
change if  we were to actually 

build a world that worked much 
better.“

The talk is part of  118 Elliot 
and Everyone’s Books Climate 
Book Series, featuring engaging 
authors who discuss the reality 
of  climate emergency. Next up 
is Thursday, May 11, 2023, when 
author Chuck Collins will speak 
about his debut novel  Altar to 
an Erupting Sun  (Green Writers 
Press, May 2023), a near-future 
story of  people in the Brattleboro 
area facing climate disruption in 
the critical decade ahead. 

discovered that the conventional 
activist model of  confrontation 
and adversarial behavior was 
wearying.”

“There’s something wrong 
here,” he’d thought: “activism 
doesn’t have to be like this.”

Having been introduced to 
Buddhism 40 years ago, the 
basic tenets and values of  that 
practice soon “became the cen-
terpiece of  my activism. Rather 
than trying to control and ex-
ert “power over,” Stevenson 
moved on to “accept life as it 
is and work with that toward 

 Erickson speaks on climate, ‘fairytale economics’  
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throughout. There is a deck, a level back 
yard, a one car garage and a paved 
driveway. Bring your furniture and your 
recipes, snuggle in and make this house 
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 Brattleboro

   THANK YOU  for being 
here today. Thank 
you for coming out 
and showing up in 

the memory of  Leah Rosin-
Pritchard and in support of  
Groundworks.

 As I struggled to � nd the 
words I wanted to say, I real-
ized that words are important 
as containers for the thoughts 
and feelings we want to ex-
press. Yet at the same time 
words say so little — they can-
not seem to convey everything 
we are feeling.

The clients and sta�  of  
Groundworks are deep in 
the midst of  processing their 
trauma and grief. The entire 
state is. But Brattleboro — you 
are in the eye of  this storm.

The sta�  of  Groundworks 
knew Leah, they saw her 

regularly, they talked to her 
every day, they reached out 
when they needed support. 
She was an essential part of  
their work family.

Just like any other individ-
ual family member, Leah was 
irreplaceable. Her loss will be 
felt today and into the future. 
There will be an empty space 
at their table and a silence 
where Leah once stood.

But there will also be the 
continued blessing of  Leah’s 
presence and the memo-
ries that they have of  her 

compassion toward her cli-
ents, her empathy for everyone 
around her, and her love and 
humor and humanness.

And there will come a time 
when people will be able to 
think of  Leah and smile and 
be comforted that they knew 
her.

 I  HOPE TODAY  will be a time 
to re� ect on Leah’s and 
Groundworks’ contributions 
to the life of  this community. 
I didn’t know Leah, but after 
hearing and reading about her 

life, I am con� dent we would 
be friends. I think many of  us 
gathered here today feel the 
same way. 

She had a deep love and pas-
sion for gardening, which I call 
“playing in the dirt and mak-
ing mud pies,” and cooking, 
for herself, her friends, her 
family, and anyone she thought 
would enjoy her food.

But, above all, Leah had a 
commitment to the work she 
did and the people she served.

I do not want to memorial-
ize Leah as a statue above us 
but rather as a human who can 
inspire us. Leah dedicated her 
life to caring for those who are 
often unseen.

 M AYBE IT’S BECAUSE  this trauma 
and the grief  is so much big-
ger than what most of  us have 

KHEYA GANGULY  is director of trauma prevention 
and resilience development at the Vermont Agency of Human 
Services. She gave these remarks at an April 16 vigil on the 
Brattleboro Common honoring the memory of Leah Rosin-
Pritchard, the coordinator of Groundworks Collaborative’s 
Morningside House shelter, who lost her life at the hands of a 
client there on April 3. 

Leah Rosin-Pritchard exemplifi ed acceptance, 
compassion, warmth, empathy, and love for her fellow 
humans. It is more important to celebrate her ideals 
than to focus on those things that we use to divide us.

V I E W P O I N T

 Westminster

   THOMAS  B ERRY,  cultural 
historian and Earth 
“geologian,” wrote: 
“In the known uni-

verse, Earth is more alive, more 
intelligent, more beautiful, 
more sensitive, and more com-
plex than any other galaxy or 
star or planet we have exam-
ined. Earth then can be consid-
ered the primary revelation of  
what the universe is aiming to 
accomplish.”

 We belong to a miraculous 
planet. That we as humans can 
realize this, and in our daily 
lives respond to Earth’s qualities 
with feelings of  awe, wonder, 
empathy, love, and gratitude 
— as well as experience dimen-
sions of  mystery and sacredness 

— reveals that Earth is funda-
mentally a biospiritual planet.

Through our scienti� c in-
vestigations, we know this 
� owering of  Earth’s evolution-
ary journey has come about 
through a sequence of  major 
transformations.

Each period of  transforma-
tion was marked by the emer-
gence of  what is traditionally 
called a “primary element”: 
earth, water, life, air, � re, and 

  NASA/APOLLO 17 CREW 

Full disk view of  the Earth taken on Dec. 7, 1972, by the crew of  the Apollo 17 spacecraft 
en route to the Moon at a distance of  about 29,000 km (18,000 miles). It shows Africa, 
Antarctica, and the Arabian Peninsula. 

 The story 
of Earth 
 ‘As Earth unfolds, each primary element 
arises from a preceding one, much as 
a maturing organism passes through 
life stages. Earth’s elemental stages 
constitute worlds that have shaped its 
physical and psychic dynamism.’  

PETER ADAIR  is the 
author of the books  Sacred 
Universe  and  Sacred Earth . 
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■ SEE VIGIL, C2

  RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS 

About 300 people gathered at the Brattleboro Common on April 16 for a vigil for Leah Rosin-Pritchard, shelter 
director at Morningside House, who was slain on April 3. 

■ SEE STORY OF EARTH, C2

 Dummerston

   WHEN  I  MOVED  to 
Vermont, 56 years 
ago, one of  the 
things I was told by 

many locals who have been liv-
ing here for years was that you 
are not a Vermonter until you 
enjoy apple pie with cheddar 
cheese and sugar on snow, ac-
companied by a doughnut and 
a pickle.

 I thought, “How strange!”
All these years later, however, 

I can now say that I actually 
enjoy apple pie with a slice of  
cheddar cheese and, as to sugar 
on snow, I like the caramelized 
maple syrup and the doughnut 
but I can skip the pickle. So, 
perhaps I almost qualify to be a 
Vermonter.

Actually, the � rst persons I 
met when I � rst came to this 
area in 1966 were not really 
Vermonters. With the excep-
tion of  my landlord in Putney 
(Henry Bentley), most others 
who worked at The Experiment 
(now World Learning) were not 
natives of  Vermont.

This was true of  the organi-
zation’s founder, Dr. Donald B. 
Watt, who was from Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, and many oth-
ers who came from cities 
like Chicago, New York, and 
Philadelphia, as well as from 
nearby Keene and Walpole.

Of  course, there were also 
a few “natives” like Archie 
Whitney, Don Hazelton, Ed 
Cassidy, Les Ward, Mary 
Mitchel, Shirley Harlow, and 
Jim Atema, who also worked 
in our � rst headquarters at our 
Putney campus (now the The 
Greenwood School), adjacent to 

The Putney School.
I became friends with sev-

eral women from other coun-
tries, like Blanche Moyse 
(Switzerand), Hanne 
Steinmeyer (Germany), Toshiko 
Phipps (Japan), and Iedje 
Hornsby (The Netherlands), 
among others. We all shared a 
similar experience: adjusting to 
life in southern Vermont.

For Vermonters at that time, 
we were almost as foreign as 
those others from Philadelphia 
or New York, except that we 
had an accent.

 N OT LONG AGO , I asked a neigh-
bor, a native Vermonter, what 
he thought of  all these peo-
ple who, like me, came from so 
many di� erent places. 

His answer was surprising. 
He said that he did not think 
much about the di� erences 
among people but he did ac-
knowledge that they brought 
many new ideas: di� erent ways 
of  doing things, di� erent cus-
toms, and di� erent foods.

I asked him if  he thought 
that was a good thing or not. He 
thought for a while and said that 
the things “imported” through 

 E S S A Y 

 What — or 
who — is a 
Vermonter? 
 To be taken for a local obviously 
takes more than just enjoying 
apple pie with cheddar 
cheese. It is a process that 
evolves slowly over time.  

■ SEE VERMONTERS, C2

BEATRIZ FANTINI
is professor emerita from 
SIT, where she worked for 
50 years. She is a freelance 
writer and has published 
short stories in her native 
Bolivia and in Venezuela. 
Her husband, Alvino 
Fantini, is an SIT professor 
emeritus. 
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experienced before. Trauma 
and grief  can write deeply 
on the body. It is a weight we 
carry with us wherever we 
go. No matter how we try we 
can’t seem to escape it — no 
amount of  running or hiding 
helps us avoid it.

The more we try to avoid 
trauma and grief, the bigger it 
gets and the more of  us it con-
sumes. We have to experience 
it, digest it, and learn from it.

Many of  our trauma re-
actions come from fear, and 
those fears ride deep within 
the primitive parts of  our 
brains. For many of  us, fear 
turns into anger, and anger 
turns into hatred. We look 
for something, some ones, 
some group, or some threat to 
blame.

Understand that fear is also 
closely associated with our 
feelings of  safety. We worry 
for ourselves, for our friends, 
and for our families. It is hu-
man to want to find something 
we can do to ensure that sense 
of  safety, to return to a time 
when this fear and anger did 
not exist.

BUT AS WE TRY to make sense 
of  this event, we should not 
tip over into blaming others.

It’s all too easy to point the 
finger at those who we per-
ceive to be different in some 
way, such as people who iden-
tify as Black, indigenous, 
persons of  color, refugees, 
immigrants, asylum seekers, 
homeless, substance users, 
or people who struggle with 
mental illness.

We want to reject those we 
see as other and to blame them 
all for the events that have oc-
curred. We want to see people 
as outsiders who destroy the 
Vermont we love.

However, speaking from 
personal experience, I am a 
first-generation immigrant 
and a person of  color. My par-
ents chose to come to America 
when I was a child, to find a 
better life for my sister and 
me.

I came to Vermont in 1985 
to attend college. I met my 
partner, settled down, and 
had three children. Those 

children grew up, and while 
raising them my partner and I 
attempted to teach them our 
values of  compassion, empa-
thy, and service.

Today, my entire fam-
ily lives a life of  service to 
Vermont. My husband works 
closely with the Vermont 
Department of  Corrections as 
a contractor who supervises 
re-entry programs for peo-
ple emerging from the prison 
system. One of  my daugh-
ters works for the Department 
of  Health; another daugh-
ter works for a community 
partner, providing services 
to those who are in need; 
and my third daughter works 
and leads a restorative justice 
center.

All three of  my daughters 
finished their college edu-
cation in Vermont and have 
settled down and purchased 
homes. We love Vermont and 
are dedicated to making this a 
more compassionate and equi-
table place for all.

So although I may be an 
immigrant, and a person 
of  color, and not originally 
from here, I choose to be-
lieve that the work we all do 
enhances life for Vermonters 
and provides service to our 
community.

The more we become open 
and welcoming and support-
ive the more we will gain and 
the more Vermont will flour-
ish. I think we are an example 
of  that.

So know that those, who 
today you may see as others, 
are a part of  the fabric of  our 
community, and in this rich-
ness of  diversity we can and 
will grow stronger.

IN THIS TIME, unity is the one 
thing we can take from this 
event.

Leah Rosen-Pritchard 
was dedicated to this com-
munity, which she wanted 
to see to grow and flourish. 
Groundworks staff are also 
dedicated in the same way. 
The best way to honor their 
work is to pull together, and 
support each other.

As we pull together as a 
community — especially in 

times of  grief  — we seek to 
make sense of  events like this. 
And part of  that sense-mak-
ing involves trying to under-
stand why.

But the whys may never 
be answered, so we insert our 
own ideas and point fingers 
and assign blame. It is not our 
job to be judge and jury.

I challenge you to work 
with the facts we know — and 
only the facts we know.

We know Leah Rosin-
Pritchard is dead.

We know she worked at 
Groundworks.

We know many people 
loved her.

We know she leaves behind 
a partner, family, and friends.

Instead of  focusing on the 
why, the how, or even the who, 
I challenge you to grab onto 
hope and healing. It is more 
important to celebrate the ide-
als Leah exemplified of  accep-
tance, compassion, warmth, 
empathy, and love for her fel-
low humans than to focus on 
those things that we use to di-
vide us.

ONE OF THE THINGS I really 
think we must remember –- 
and probably appreciate now 
more than ever — is that as 
humans we are social beings. 
We need each other. We don’t 
only heal in isolation but also 
in community.

The central message I have 
to give to you today is one of  
unity. I’m a practicing Hindu, 
but I understand many differ-
ent religions and their prac-
tices, and I know that Easter 
marks a time of  rebirth, re-
newal, and transformation.

Transformation is powerful. 
For it to occur, we must come 
together in unity, including all 
people, and all voices, to sup-
port one another in love and 
compassion.

Leah’s obituary told the 
story of  a friend who asked 
her brother told if  there was 
anything that they could do 
for them.

“Just love one another,” he 
said.

Thank you.
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of  the cosmos.

WHEN THE heavenly body that 
will become our Moon im-
pacted Earth 4.4 billion years 
ago, precious water held within 
our planets’s rocks is suddenly 
released. The moon performs a 
service of  midwifery, and indig-
enous water transforms Earth 
into a blue ocean planet.

The seas become a global 
circulatory system, wearing 
away volcanic outcroppings and 
coastal shelves, while dissolving 
and transporting vital minerals 
throughout the planet.

Like a self-nourishing seed, 
Earth prepares for a fruitful 
blossoming.

OUR PLANET’S oceans become a 
womb for the emergence of  life 
when, 4 billion years ago, Earth 
began to know and feel itself  
through single-celled organisms 
capable of  sensing and respond-
ing to their environment. In the 
cell, nascent choice arises: What 
is food? Where is safety? These 
are the initial stirrings of  inten-
tion and purpose.

The microscopic entities 
are Earth’s most complex cre-
ations, distinctive expressions 
of  a groping intelligence. In the 
sense with which we are most 
familiar, Earth has come alive, 
and each subsequent primary 
innovation will derive from this 
momentous unveiling.

AMIDST FLOURISHING LIFE in the 
oceans, a particular group of  
microorganisms called cyano-
bacteria fashion a unique way 
to obtain food. Cyanobacteria 
birth the remarkable process 
of  photosynthesis: capturing 
energy from the sun to create 
sugar from carbon dioxide and 
water. The potent byproduct 
of  photosynthesis is a gas never 
before present on Earth’s sur-
face: oxygen.

Oxygen permeated Earth’s 
seas and atmosphere 2.4 bil-
lion years ago. In the ocean, 
abundant energy from the me-
tabolism of  oxygen spurs the 
assembly of  a novel kind of  

lifeform: multi-cellular organ-
isms. These organisms are pre-
cursors of  the domains of  fungi, 
plants, and animals that would 
grace our planet, making Earth 
a zoological marvel and a lush 
garden of  beauty and diversity.

STARTING 420 million years 
ago, Earth conjured out of  thin 
air a mysterious element: fire. 
Requiring an oxygen atmo-
sphere and something to ig-
nite, fire cannot exist on the Sun 
or any other planet in our so-
lar system. Fire is an evolved 
power of  Earth.

Fire’s volatile intensity 
carved out landscapes and re-
made ecosystems. In the path 
of  this energy, plant life suc-
cumbed and animals fled. Earth 
sculpted a planet that can burn, 
and into a fiery world intro-
duced a single species able to 
manipulate and encourage this 
elemental power.

Every human culture that 
has ever existed has used fire. 
We are fire creatures born to a 
fire planet. Humans assimilate 
fire into their biological heri-
tage, coevolving like the bonded 
strands of  DNA. Together, fire 
and humanity have transformed 
the planet.

FIRE IS A FASCINATION, and for 
early humans the most ba-
sic social unit consisted of  a 
group who shared a fireside. 
Storytelling — the nourishment 
of  imagination — originated 
around an open fire, one million 
years ago.

A new world of  inner vision-
ing formed and matured, and 
was brilliantly rendered in the 
cave paintings of  paleolithic 
cultures. Imbued with qualities 
of  curiosity, connection, conflict 
and creativity, imagination be-
came the primary shaper of  hu-
man communities.

Modern society has em-
braced an imaginative mythol-
ogy of  separation from nature. 
This psychic outlook, powerful 
and narrow, enabled the har-
nessing of  nature’s forces for 
human purposes, to an extent 

that humans became a geo-
logical force. The result of  our 
probing, exploitative orientation 
toward the world has been a di-
minishment of  Earth’s vitality.

In contrast to an untenable 
stance of  independence from 
nature is the growing realiza-
tion that humanity is inextri-
cably woven into the tapestry 
of  Earth’s transformations and 
growth. We are an integral and 
significant part of  an ongoing 
revelation.

THE NOTION THAT matter is 
inert, or “lifeless,” is a view 
derived from 19th-century sci-
ence. The only matter we ac-
tually know of, composing the 
universe and Earth, creates, 
sustains, and enhances life. The 
dynamism of  matter, espe-
cially as we witness it through 
the wondrous stages of  Earth’s 
unfolding, is a cosmic form of  
intention.

Our imagination allows us to 
see the whole of  Earth’s step-
wise development. In our es-
sence, we are the expression of  
Earth’s magnificent process in 
the form of  human beings.

To know ourselves as em-
bodiments of  an encompass-
ing wholeness is the perspective 
of  the sacred. “Spirituality is 
one of  the potencies of  the uni-
verse,” as cosmologist Brian 
Swimme states.

An event that can be con-
sidered of  primary spiritual 
significance is the originating 
supernova, from which our so-
lar system, Earth, and humans 
were formed.

All the elements required for 
the creation of  Earth and life 
were produced in the magical 
alchemical cauldron of  that star. 
The elements were then broad-
cast into the cosmos in an act of  
gift-giving. A blessing of  pleni-
tude. Stars are vehicles of  grace 
in a universe valuing generosity.

Opening to the domain of  
wholeness — that is, learning 
to see the whole first — reveals 
the beauty, complexity, and in-
telligence of  a benevolent and 
nurturing mystery. Earth em-
bodies the holy, and in choosing 
to become co-creators and co-
nurturers with the living Earth, 
we become agents of  a divine 
world.
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make Vermont their home; oth-
ers, however, will move to other 
areas of  the United States in ac-
cordance with their professions, 
skills, and the possibility of  
contact with relatives elsewhere.

For all of  these individu-
als, like for me, assimilating to 
a new culture becomes a chal-
lenging and lifelong process. 
The most immediate challenge, 
of  course, is to learn a new lan-
guage — English. But perhaps 
even more difficult is to learn 
about a new culture, especially 
when new values contrast or 
conflict with those learned at 
home.

Unlike many immigrants who 
arrived in the early 1900s who 
often joined relatives already in 
the United States and who were 
able to reside in ethnic neigh-
borhoods that provided them 
with an immediate support sys-
tem, today most new arrivals 
are few in numbers and they 
are immediately immersed di-
rectly into the new culture 
and separated from their own 
communities.

Will they become 
Vermonters? It is hard to tell.

Most, like myself, I believe, 
will always want to preserve 
some part of  their own culture 
and share it with their children, 
while also adjusting and living 
in a second culture.

It might seem a simple matter 
for many who have not had this 
experience to just dive into the 
new culture and forget the past. 
However, it is always a difficult 
process to completely give up 
the initial culture one was raised 
in from childhood.

In today’s world, perhaps, 
we are becoming accustomed 
to more and more individu-
als who have become bilin-
gual and bicultural, and who 
adapt with some facility to new 
circumstances.

As a result of  contact with 
new arrivals, moreover, local 
people are also learning about 
new customs, new foods, new 
places.

Through this process, hope-
fully we are all learning to de-
velop tolerance, respect, and 
understanding of  all human be-
ings — such that will allow us 
all to live in peace and harmony 
with everyone.

others. As Earth unfolds, each 
primary element arises from a 
preceding one, much as a ma-
turing organism passes through 
life stages. Earth’s elemental 
stages constitute worlds that 
have shaped its physical and 
psychic dynamism.

YEARS AGO — 4.6 billion years 
— a supernova gifted a waft-
ing cloud of  dust and gases with 
the materials that will shape our 
solar system. Then, 4.5 billion 
years ago, Earth formed as part 
of  a necklace of  planets around 
the Sun.

In its infancy, Earth is a mass 
of  molten rock, as are Mercury, 
Venus, and Mars, the other in-
ner planets of  the solar system. 
Unlike those planets, Earth is of  
a proper size and at a favorable 
distance from the Sun to per-
mit the continuous churning of  
its magma, star-matter restless 
with unformed dreams and hid-
den potential.

Earth is a planetary stem cell, 
brimming with creative possi-
bility, poised to become a jewel 

outsiders were not necessarily 
good or bad, but just different 
from what he was used to.

“Some things are easier to 
adapt to, he added, like, for ex-
ample, when technology arrived 
on the farm and cows were now 
milked by a machine,” he said. 
“That was good and it saved a 
lot of  time. Other changes are 
not always as easy to accept.”

VERMONTERS, of  course, are not 
just farmers, as some city peo-
ple think. And many Vermont 
young people often leave the 
state after graduating from high 
school to seek an education, a 
new experience, or a job else-
where. Happily, many also re-
turn, with a profession, possibly 
a spouse, because they recog-
nize the beauty and tranquility 
of  this area.

I appreciate the same as 
well as my neighbors here in 
Dummerston.

One of  my neighbors, for 
example, a native Vermonter, 
became quite a mentor to my 
family. Through the years we 
learned a lot from him, about 
trees and plants and animals, 
as well as how to preserve food 
in our crawl space through the 
winter.

He seemed to know every-
thing and everyone and he was 
happy to share his knowledge 
with ”flatlanders,” as he called 
those of  us who came from 
elsewhere.

One day, however, I told him 
that I actually came from the 
mountain areas of  Bolivia, from 
La Paz, which is actually about 
10,000 feet above sea level, 
and therefore I could hardly be 
called a flatlander.

He responded that “anyone 
who is not from Vermont is a 
flatlander.” I found this to be 
humorous.

NONETHELESS, I have felt privi-
leged to be able to work and live 
in Vermont and to be able to 
raise my children here.

Attending Dummerston 
School was a happy experience 
for my children. When we took 
them out of  school on various 
occasions during the school year 
to visit my parents in Bolivia, 
the local teachers accommo-
dated by giving my children 
assignments compatible with 
what they were learning here so 
they would be able to continue 
their education while in Bolivia.

Better still, they were also re-
quired to send back tasks per-
formed in and about Bolivia to 
share with their classmates back 
home in Vermont. Everyone 
in both locations was able to 
benefit.

Living in Vermont has al-
lowed many individuals, like 
me, to share our cuisine with 
others, while at the same time 
we learned about many local 
foods. Today, of  course, there 
are many places to obtain for-
eign foods in the area.

When I first arrived, I had 
purchased two cookbooks by 
Beatrice Vaughn, which focused 
on local dishes that are both 
healthy and tasty. Back in the 
’60s, many started to seek natu-
ral and non-processed foods — 
back to the basics.

For me, this was actually like 
being back in Bolivia, where I 
would have longed for frozen 

vegetables, instant foods, and 
packaged items. And when I 
had first arrived in Vermont, 
it was perhaps a novelty to en-
joy such things here, plus the 
fact that such food was easier to 
prepare.

I no longer had a cook like 
back home, so practicality and 
convenience were both strong 
factors that influenced my pref-
erences. Yet, when I prepared 
complicated Bolivian dishes for 
my friends, they were always 
surprised to know that I made 
pumpkin stew, pumpkin soup, 
and many other common dishes 
in Bolivia from scratch.

After so many years, of  
course my attitude toward nu-
trition and natural foods has 
changed.

ADJUSTING TO DRESS like a 
Vermonter was another big 
change for me, and, I am sure, 
for others as well. My high heel 
leather booths were stylish but 
obviously quite impractical in 
the snow.

At first, I thought I would 
never wear Sorel boots, but it 
was not long before I found 
how practical they were, even 
though they still looked awful 
to me. Buying from LL Bean 
and Sam’s in Brattleboro soon 
replaced my extensive trips to 
stores like Bloomingdale’s or 
Wanamaker’s in New York and 
Philadelphia.

Some 56 years later, I believe 
that I have adjusted quite well 
to Vermont culture while still 
preserving some of  my own 
customs. Nevertheless, despite a 
lengthy process of  acculturation 
and having two children born 
in Brattleboro, I don’t think 
many will ever mistake me for 
a Vermonter. To be taken for a 
local obviously takes more than 
just enjoying apple pie with 
cheddar cheese. It is a process 
that evolves slowly over time.

From the 1960s up until the 
’90s, many foreign students 
were also present in this area. 
These students came from all 
over the world to study English 
at the School for International 
Training (SIT). In addition, 
there were also summer ex-
change students who came 
through programs with the 
Experiment in International 
Living. Foreigners wearing sari 
from India, colorful dresses 
from Guatemala, or white robes 
from Saudi Arabia would be 
out and about on the streets of  
Brattleboro. Everyone knew 
they were visitors, here for a 
period of  one to three months. 
Local residents were accus-
tomed to seeing these students 
and, in many cases, local fami-
lies often provided them with 
home stays.

AND BEGINNING in the late 
1970s, Brattleboro also wit-
nessed the arrival of  many new 
residents — not just from other 
states, but from other countries 
as well. Crises in many other 
places abroad have caused peo-
ple to leave their homelands and 
seek opportunities elsewhere.

Brattleboro has welcomed 
many — people from places 
like Cambodia, China, Peru, 
Mexico, the Philippines, 
Venezuela, and Vietnam. In ad-
dition, during the past year, the 
town has witnessed the arrival 
of  refugees from Afghanistan, 
Eritrea, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Russia, and Ukraine.

It is likely that more refugees 
may continue to arrive. Many 
will remain in this area and 

T he Earth is what we 
all have in common.

—Wendell Berry.
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ACROSS
1 Ronald the clown
9 Groundhog or

narwhal, e.g.
15 Fly down from

above
20 Spelling mnemonic
21 Mistakes
22 Harris's

predecessor
23 Bit of lettuce looks

like the Mona Lisa?
25 Jazzman Hines
26 Door Dash delivery
27 Bring home the

bacon
28 Mark in the

margins
30 Flake
31 After-tax amount
33 "You'll never make

money in dairy"?
36 Dallas nickname
39 Prone (to)
41 Tick a box
42 "Ulalume" poet
43 Twee island strings
44 Chem. or biol.
45 Rodeo rope
48 Plays the same riff

over and over
52 Get a sense of a

courtroom?
55 Bitter cheese
58 Tina Kotek's st.
59 Wilkes-__, Pa.
60 What you make
61 Portuguese

greetings
62 Puzzle
63 Princess with

shapely buns
65 Point at the table
66 __ Kringle
67 Purple-haired girl in

Duolingo
68 Unsuccessful

telethon?
70 "Say something,

you cad!"?
72 Texter's "gracias"
73 Artist's inspiration
74 Academic degs.
75 Macedonian's

neighbor

76 "My dogs __
barking!"

77 Whiskey ingredient
78 Fills in tile cracks
80 Some "Mad Libs"

entries
83 A shot
84 Prime rating
85 Usher, without

question?
87 German industrial

hub
89 Out of practice
90 Chopping tool
91 Ron DeSantis's st.
92 Narc's org.
94 On the __ vive
95 Wordle's owner:

Abbr.
96 WWI battle river
97 They grow grain at

high elevations?
104 Brillo __ Bol (toilet

cleaner)
106 Inflict pain on
107 Jump in a rink
108 Ancient music halls
109 Giannis

Antetokounmpo's
team

113 Diplomat Kofi
115 Have some

drippage while on a
flying bird's nose?

119 Vogue rival
120 Entirely
121 Barry Humphries in

drag
122 Tried to pass bad

checks
123 Gaze on secretively
124 Least tall

DOWN
1 Gibson of

"Manifest West"
2 "What's your 20?"

asker
3 No longer working
4 Say something

rude
5 Bête __
6 Gun at a gun show?
7 Neckpiece with a

43-Across

8 Pick up
9 Canadian poet's

cadence
10 Big concert spot
11 __ Butterworth's
12 The 'rents
13 Inherently
14 Caffè __
15 Cover letters?
16 Something

underwhelming
17 Winning
18 Mexican

goalkeeper
Guillermo

19 "__ Blinders"
24 Rhine feeder
29 Sixth sense, briefly
32 RPM indicator
34 Infested, as a

clothes closet
35 Exploding stars

36 Outer community,
briefly

37 West Elm rival
38 Stick shifts : US ::

__ : UK
40 Pizzeria selections
44 Draft holder
45 Experience again
46 Stupider than

stupid
47 Growing field?
49 They're often

talking pictures
50 Shampoo in a

green bottle
51 Full of

"va-va-va-voom"
53 Bedtime story?
54 Castro predecessor
55 Green land?
56 Charles Lamb's pen

name
57 To-do list
64 Jingle writer

66 Peeling
punishment

67 Playwright Jones
68 Ancient harps
69 Run the kingdom
70 Young hog
71 Therefore
72 Adhesive sold in

rolls
74 Firm head: Abbr.
77 "Haystacks at

Giverny" painter
78 Astronaut's wear
79 Fix
81 Cairo's waterway
82 Scrapping

memento
86 Office nos.
88 Japanese green

bean
89 Go past the

allotted time
93 Doc bloc

94 "The Faerie __"
(Spenser)

95 Aspirin and
ibuprofen: Abbr.

96 "Count on it"
97 Hit hard
98 Capital on the Red

River Delta
99 Surrealist Max

100 Primrose type
101 Blood carrier
102 Moron
103 Connecticut

governor Lamont
105 Jayson Tatum, e.g.
110 Let go
111 Jayhawks' st.
112 Card game for

three
114 Go-ahead
116 Keystone character
117 "No way"
118 Altered food letters
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Across
1. Ronald the clown
9. Groundhog or narwhal, e.g.
15. Fly down from above
20. Spelling mnemonic
21. Mistakes
22. Harris’s predecessor
23. Bit of lettuce looks like 

the Mona Lisa?
25. Jazzman Hines
26. Door Dash delivery
27. Bring home the bacon
28. Mark in the margins
30. Flake
31. A� er-tax amount
33. “You’ll never make 

money in dairy”?
36. Dallas nickname
39. Prone (to)
41. Tick a box
42. “Ulalume” poet
43. Twee island strings
44. Chem. or biol.
45. Rodeo rope
48. Plays the same ri�  

over and over
52. Get a sense of a courtroom?
55. Bitter cheese
58. Tina Kotek’s st.
59. Wilkes-__, Pa.
60. What you make
61. Portuguese greetings
62. Puzzle
63. Princess with shapely buns
65. Point at the table
66. __ Kringle
67. Purple-haired girl 

in Duolingo
68. Unsuccessful telethon?
70. “Say something, you cad!”?
72. Texter’s “gracias”
73. Artist’s inspiration
74. Academic degs.
75. Macedonian’s neighbor
76. “My dogs __ barking!”
77. Whiskey ingredient
78. Fills in tile cracks
80. Some “Mad Libs” entries
83. A shot
84. Prime rating
85. Usher, without question?
87. German industrial hub
89. Out of practice
90. Chopping tool
91. Ron DeSantis’s st.
92. Narc’s org.
94. On the __ vive
95. Wordle’s owner: Abbr.
96. WWI battle river
97. They grow grain at 

high elevations?
104. Brillo __ Bol (toilet 

cleaner)
106. Inflict pain on
107. Jump in a rink
108. Ancient music halls
109. Giannis Antetokounmpo’s 

team
113. Diplomat Kofi
115. Have some drippage while 

on a flying bird’s nose?
119. Vogue rival
120. Entirely
121. Barry Humphries in drag
122. Tried to pass bad checks
123. Gaze on secretively
124. Least tall

Down
1. Gibson of “Manifest West”
2. “What’s your 20?” asker
3. No longer working
4. Say something rude
5. Bête __
6. Gun at a gun show?
7. Neckpiece with a
43-Across
8. Pick up
9. Canadian poet’s cadence
10. Big concert spot
11. __ Butterworth’s
12. The ‘rents
13. Inherently
14. Ca� è __
15. Cover letters?
16. Something underwhelming
17. Winning
18. Mexican goalkeeper 

Guillermo
19. “__ Blinders”
24. Rhine feeder
29. Sixth sense, briefly
32. RPM indicator
34. Infested, as a clothes closet
35. Exploding stars
36. Outer community, briefly
37. West Elm rival
38. Stick shi� s : US :: __ : UK
40. Pizzeria selections
44. Dra�  holder
45. Experience again
46. Stupider than stupid
47. Growing field?
49. They’re o� en talking 

pictures
50. Shampoo in a green bottle
51. Full of “va-va-va-voom”
53. Bedtime story?
54. Castro predecessor
55. Green land?
56. Charles Lamb’s pen name
57. To-do list
64. Jingle writer
66. Peeling punishment

67. Playwright Jones
68. Ancient harps
69. Run the kingdom
70. Young hog
71. Therefore
72. Adhesive sold in rolls
74. Firm head: Abbr.
77. “Haystacks at 

Giverny” painter
78. Astronaut’s wear
79. Fix
81. Cairo’s waterway
82. Scrapping memento
86. O� ice nos.
88. Japanese green bean
89. Go past the allotted time
93. Doc bloc
94. “The Faerie __” (Spenser)

95. Aspirin and ibuprofen: Abbr.
96. “Count on it”
97. Hit hard
98. Capital on the Red 

River Delta
99. Surrealist Max
100. Primrose type
101. Blood carrier
102. Moron
103. Connecticut governor 

Lamont
105. Jayson Tatum, e.g.
110. Let go
111. Jayhawks’ st.
112. Card game for three
114. Go-ahead
116. Keystone character
117. “No way”
118. Altered food letters
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Learn about the 
threat of wake 
boats on Vermont 
waterways

For the past 30 years my 
wife, Kathy, and I have kay-

aked on Wilmington’s Lake 
Raponda. It’s a quiet lake, and 
we’re grateful that we can ex-
perience it with swimmers, an-
glers, other paddlers, and a 
variety of  wildlife.

Last fall, I became aware 
of  the efforts of  Responsible 
Wakes for Vermont’s Lakes 
(RWVL) to have the state es-
tablish rules for the operation 
of  wake boats on our lakes and 
ponds. For more than two years, 
the group has been working to-
ward that goal with Vermont’s 
Department of  Environmental 
Conservation.

Until this time, I had never 
heard of  wake boats. However, 
the more I learned about them, 
the more I realized the dam-
age they can do if  not properly 
regulated by state rules: damage 
to wildlife, damage to a safe and 
peaceful lake experience, and 
damage to Vermont’s lakes and 
their shorelines.

To learn more about this is-
sue and to support the ef-
forts of  RWVL to protect 
Vermont’s lakes and ponds, visit 
responsiblewakes.org. I strongly 
support RWVL’s work, and 
I urge your readers to do the 
same.

Dave Larsen
Wilmington

‘Like it or not, we 
need weapons 
of war’

RE: “All children are vul-
nerable to this madness” 

[Viewpoint, Apr. 12]:
I noticed that Bill Dunkel hit 

all the major points that gun 
grabbers would have us believe 
so as to carry out their nefarious 
gun-grabbing schemes.

Selective outrage at greedy 
gun manufacturers and heart-
less NRA executives provides a 
pretense of  populism and care 
for the working class. I hope 
that here in Vermont the work-
ing class is not buying it.

I moved to Vermont from 
Florida, and the only thing I 
liked about Florida was the 
broad support for gun rights. I 
think Florida crafted a very sen-
sible response to school massa-
cres. School districts there have 
the choice to protect each school 
with an armed resource offi-
cer or designate certain teachers 
who volunteer to have access to 
firearms in case of  emergency.

If  you care to investigate 
what went down in Tennessee, 
the shooter chose her target 
based on how soft the target 
was. In other words, the target 
was a so-called gun-free zone. 
We ought to be smart enough 
to know by now that gun-free 
zones do not work.

The existence of  AR-15s is 
what gives our great Second 
Amendment to the United 
States Constitution the power 
it has to keep our country safe 
and free. Like it or not, we need 
weapons of  war in case we, the 
people, need to engage in a real 
insurrection.

Edward C. Morris
Brattleboro

Where are the 
bike lanes in 
Brattleboro?

Just as the repaving of  Route 
9 in Brattleboro did not 

yield so much as an inch of  
bike lanes, now we have the 
state pouring huge amounts 
of  money into Route 30: new 
guard rails, paving, etc. Where 
are the bike lanes?

I was in the Burlington area 
this summer: beautiful bike 
lanes. I just drove on Route 9 in 
western Massachusetts: brand 
new bike lanes.

Why is Brattleboro the last 
place in New England to have 
any bike lanes? We bike plenty 
here, and plenty of  bikers have 
been injured or even killed by 
cars. We have activists who 
work to promote biking.

Yet, whenever the state 
chooses to upgrade a road, bike 
lanes are not even in the plans. 
And the Putney Road project 
that allegedly will make Putney 
Road safe for bikers is stalled 
again and again — they claim 
they will get to it someday, but 
it is going on 20 years, and work 
has not even begun.

What do we need to do to get 
a fair shake for bikers in south-
ern Vermont?

Nancy Braus
Guilford

Towns, state bear 
responsibility 
for affordable 
housing crisis

There have been many arti-
cles talking about affordable 

housing here and elsewhere. 

Some people just don’t get it. 
The folks who provide rental 
housing are being constantly 
handed down laws (that have a 
price tag on them) they must 
follow in order to rent their 
properties.

The state and towns dictate 
to us what we must do, and the 
state and towns wonder why we 
can’t provide so-called afford-
able housing.

Affordable for whom?
Brattleboro, the state, and 

other towns in Vermont have 
themselves to blame.

They have built their Field of  
Dreams — if  you build it, they 
will come. The state and towns 
supply folks from everywhere 
with just about everything they 
need, including cell phones! 
And they expect Vermont land-
lords to foot the bill.

Now we have more regu-
lations on the way via our 
Legislature. Bill H.184 is just 
another slap in the face to those 
of  us who provide rental homes 
to folks who are not ready to 
buy their own homes or who 
may not want to own their own 
homes.

With the cost of  heat-
ing, water and sewer, taxes, 
Inspections, snow removal, and 
upkeep, I can see where some 
of  us just give up and sell to 
some corporate investor. I per-
sonally have been approached to 
sell to an out-of-state entity and 
did not. I’m starting to regret 
my decision.

Do not preach about afford-
able housing while adding yet 
another burden on the backs of  
we, the local landlords.

Don Rosinski
Brattleboro

State officials 
raise serious 
questions about 
the Affordable 
Heat Act’s 
affordability

State Rep. Heather Chase, 
you will shortly be vot-

ing on the so-called “Affordable 
Heat Act” (S.5), formerly the 
“Clean Heat Act.”

The intent of  the legislation 
is a statewide switch from heat-
ing systems that run on fossil 
fuels such as oil, gas, propane, 
and kerosene, to energy sources 
like electricity that have lower 
carbon emissions. A credit sys-
tem would reward fuel deal-
ers and consumers for changing 
over from fossil fuels. Those 
who don’t make the switch 
would bear the higher costs of  
conventional fuels.

Remarkably, Vermont state 
officials have consistently raised 
serious questions about the af-
fordability of  the switch that 
would be mandated by the act:

• Gov. Phil Scott emphasized 
that “the costs and impacts are 
unknown.”

• June Tierney, commissioner 
of  the Vermont Department of  
Public Service, said, “I don’t 
think Vermonters understand 
the Mack truck that’s coming at 
them...how this is going to im-
pact their lives and what it’s go-
ing to cost.”

• The Vermont Legislature 
Joint Fiscal Office reported that 
because the change from fossil 
fuels to electricity in the heat-
ing sector would be too ex-
pensive for many Vermonters 
they would need support. “The 
source of  that support will need 
to be determined.” Who knows 
where the money would come 
from?

Julie Moore, secretary of  the 
Vermont Agency of  Natural 
Resources, testified that the 
Affordable Heat Act would 
cost Vermonters $1.2 billion in 
upfront costs of  switching to 
cleaner heat systems and would 
add $0.70 per gallon to the 
price of  fuel. Others have con-
cluded that the increase in the 
price of  fuel would be much 
greater, possibly as high as $4 
per gallon.

Substantially higher fuel costs 
will leave many Vermonters at 
risk, a risk that is unacceptable 
in a cold climate.

That’s a lot of  caution from 
Vermont state officials whose 
job and duty it is to investigate 
the implications of  proposed 
legislation.

Quite aside from the high 
cost is the issue of  reliability. 
Grafton and other Vermont 
towns have just been through a 
substantial power outage — our 
household was out for 4½ days. 
Imagine, if  you will, an outage 
of  that length if  we were exclu-
sively dependent on electricity 
for our power (heat, transpor-
tation, and cooking). We would 
have had a catastrophe on our 
hands.

True resilience means 1) di-
verse sources of  energy and 2) 
Vermonters in charge of  the 
systems that work best for their 
own homes and businesses.

I urge you, Rep. Chase, to 
heed these cautions and vote 

“no” on this act.
Anna Vesely Pilette

Grafton

Every dime the 
health care 
industry spends 
on themselves 
and their interests 
comes from us

Hospital executives make 
big, big salaries. Who pays 

them? We do.
Insurance executives make 

big, big salaries. Who pays 
them? We do.

Drug company executives 
make big, big salaries. Who 
pays them? We do.

Drug companies and insur-
ance companies and private 
equity owners of  health care fa-
cilities make big profits. Where 
does that money come from? 
Us.

The health care industry 
pays huge amounts of  money 

to lobbyists. Where does that 
money come from? Us.

The health care industry 
contributes huge amounts of  
money to political candidates. 
Where does that money come 
from? Us.

Who benefits from all that 
money that comes from us? 
Them.

Whether it’s premiums, 
taxes, or the prices we pay di-
rectly, every dime these people 
spend on themselves and their 
interests comes from us.

When they say universal 
health care “costs too much,” 
what they mean is that it costs 
them too much. And the reason 
it costs them more is because it 
costs us less.

Please remember that when 
the opponents of  universal 
health care claim “we” can’t af-
ford it.

Lee Russ
Bennington

Project Feed the 
Thousands thanks 
supporters

Project Feed the Thousands’ 
29th annual campaign was 

a resounding success, collecting 
$138,748 in cash contributions, 
along with food items, provid-
ing 369,839 meals. We thank all 
of  our generous supporters and 
numerous area businesses for 
participating in what has be-
come this area’s largest annual 
food drive.

We support families and indi-
viduals in our area who are food 
insecure and need a little ex-
tra help, and during these chal-
lenging financial times, with 
your help, we were able to as-
sist them.

Nine area food shelves are 
supported with the funds that 
Project Feed the Thousands 
raises annually: Foodworks 
(Groundworks Collaborative), 
Brigid’s Kitchen, Loaves and 

Fishes, Bread of  Life Food 
Pantry (Vernon), Putney 
Food Shelf, Townshend Food 
Pantry, Guilford Cares Food 
Pantry, Our Place Drop In 
Center (Bellows Falls), and the 
Hinsdale Food Pantry.

We will graciously continue 
to accept donations year round. 
Checks can be mailed to Project 
Feed the Thousands, c/o 802 
Credit Union, P.O. Box 8366, 
Brattleboro, VT 05304.

Contributions 
can also be made at 
projectfeedthethousands.org or 
through a GoFundMe campaign 
(bit.ly/711-project-feed).

On behalf  of  the entire 
Project Feed the Thousands 
board, thank you.

Project Feed the 
thousands

Guilford
Kelli Corbeil, Co-Chair,
John Sciacca, Co-Chair,
George Haynes, Co-Founder,
Chris Thayer, Board Member
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 Glidden, Colonels too much 
for Bellows Falls in 11-2 win  
  Two days, two vastly di� erent 

performances for the Bellows 
Falls Terriers baseball team.

 On April 12 in Brandon, 
they beat Otter Valley for the sec-
ond straight game, 6-2, as the Terriers 
got six shutout innings from winning 
pitcher Trenton Fletcher and got two-
hit games from Jamison Nystrom and 
Eli Allbee.

The next day at Hadley Field, 
against the Brattleboro Colonels, the 
Terriers fell � at on their faces in an 
11-2 loss.

BF coach Bob Lockerby was un-
sparing in his assessment of  his team’s 
performance against the Colonels. 
“We didn’t compete,” he said. “You’ve 
got to be competitive and then when 
things don’t go well, you have to learn 
to play the game and be tough and we 
didn’t do that. We didn’t play baseball. 
Not the way we’re supposed to. Not 
the way we’re capable of.”

But Lockerby may have been a little 
too hard on his team, for they ran into 
a pretty good pitcher in Brattleboro’s 
Jolie Glidden. The burly junior threw 
97 pitches for a complete game vic-
tory, scattering six hits and keeping the 
BF batters o� -balance with his ability 
to change the speed and location of  his 
pitches.

“He got the opportunity to pitch 
for me a little bit when he was a fresh-
man,” said Brattleboro coach Chris 
Groeger. “When he was a freshman 
he was able to go to the state champi-
onship game. He pitched in the state 
championship game last year too. He’s 
got experience. He was our No. 2 
pitcher last year but he’s de� nitely our 
No. 1 this year. Nothing � ashy, but he 
gets people out and he throws strikes.”

With his brother, sophomore Jayke 
Glidden, behind the plate calling the 
pitches, Jolie had a relatively stress-free 
outing. For Jayke, it was the � rst time 
he played at catcher in a game since 
Little League, but it was just as stress-
free for him since they’ve been playing 
catch in their backyard for years.

Allbee was BF’s starting pitcher 
and he got into trouble in the third in-
ning when he gave up an RBI single to 
left � eld by Sam Bogart and a three-
run double to deep center � eld by 
Jolie Glidden. Cole Moore came into 
relieve Allbee, and gave up a bases-
loaded walk to Harper Cutler to give 
Brattleboro a 5-0 lead.

BF got a run in the fourth when 
Jesse Darrell was hit by a pitch with 
the bases loaded, but Brattleboro put 
the game away with a � ve-run � fth in-
ning. Darrell, BF’s third pitcher of  the 
day, issued six walks and a hit before 
catcher Jake Moore came in to � nish 
up the game on the mound.

All in all, it was a good opener for 
the Colonels and a letdown game for 
the Terriers. The Colonels will be back 
in action for a road game against Keene 

on April 19, while BF hosts Burr & 
Burton on April 20.

 Softball 
• A late-inning rally by West Rutland 

led to a 6-3 victory over Leland & Gray 
on April 13. Rebels pitcher Kristen 
Lowe struck out 10 batters while walk-
ing only two in the loss, and Savannah 
Cadrin hit a two-run homer. The 
Rebels host Woodstock on April 20.

• Bellows Falls rolled to a 13-1 
win over White River Valley in the 
Terriers’ home opener on April 13. 
Winning pitcher Izzy Stoodley struck 
out 12 and gave up just two hits. She 
also went 3-for-3 at the plate and 
scored three runs. Emma Thompson 
and Alana McAllister each had a hits 
for BF as they took advantage of  nu-
merous walks and errors. Jenna 
Dolloph, Natalie Noyes and Jaelyn 
Fletcher scored two runs each for the 
Terriers.

 Track & � eld 
• Brattleboro had a good showing 

in a multi-team meet in Windsor on 
April 12, with the Colonel boys � nish-
ing second and the Colonel girls taking 
fourth place.

Sean von Ranson, Dylan Holmes 
and Nico Conathan-Leach all quali� ed 
for the Division I state championships. 
Holmes quali� ed in the 200-meter 
dash with a second place � nish and von 
Ranson quali� ed for the state cham-
pionships with a third-place � nish in 
the 100-meter dash. Conathan-Leach 
made it by winning the 3,000-meter 
run with a time of  10 minutes, 13.08 
seconds. Katherine Normandeau also 
quali� ed for the girls’ state meet with 
a second-place � nish in the 3,000 in 
11:19.78.

Other Brattleboro winners in the 
boys’ meet included Jack Cady, who 
took the 400 with a time of  53.83 sec-
onds, and von Ranson was � rst in the 
200 in 24.21. The 4x100 relay team 
David Berkson-Harvey, Cady, Jacob 
Girard, and von Ranson were winners 
in 46.68.

For Bellows Falls, Riley Tuttle took 
� rst place in shot put with a toss of  
11.83-meters. Tela Harty led the BF 
girls with a � rst place throw of  26.24 
meters in the javelin, while Laura 
Kamel had a 32.03 toss in the discus to 
win that event. The 4x400 relay team 
of  Ava LaRoss, Eryn Ross, Hannah 

Terry, and Nola Sciacca � nished � rst in 
the 4x400-meter relay with a time of  
5:02.26.

 Boys’ tennis 
• Brattleboro opened with a 6-1 win 

over Mount Anthony on April 11 at 
the BUHS courts. In singles play, No. 1 
Nathan Kim and No. 4 Thomas Hyde 
won their matches in straight sets, 6-0, 
6-0, while No. 3 Ben Berg won his 
match, 6-2, 6-2, No. 2 Eben Wagner 
ground out a 6-4, 6-3 win, and No. 5 
Mark Richard needed an 11-9 super 
breaker to win his match and � nish the 
sweep.

In doubles play, the No. 1 duo of  
Dorian Paquette and Tucker Sargent 
also needed a super breaker as they 
rallied from a 1-6 de� cit to win their 
match, 10-7, while No. 2 Jackson Pals 
and Wyatt Cudworth lost their match 
4-6, 4-6.

The next day, the Colonels got 
shut out by Burr & Burton, 7-0, in 
Manchester. Brattleboro is o�  un-
til April 25 when they have a rematch 
with the Bulldogs.

 Uni� ed basketball 
• Brattleboro is undefeated so far 

this season. At the BUHS gym on April 
11, the Colonels defeated Middlebury, 
59-44. Every member of  the Colonels 
scored, and they went out of  their way 
to help some Middlebury players get a 
chance to get into the scorebook.

On April 12, the Colonels beat 
Otter Valley, 59-47, in Brandon. 
Austin Pinette had the hot hand, scor-
ing 18 points for the winners. Ashley 
Cleveland added 10 points, and Silvia 
and Marcy Galdamez provided plenty 
of  additional o� ense.

The Colonels, now 4-0, host 
Rutland on April 27 in a 2:15 p.m. 
game at the BUHS gym.

 Lacrosse 
• Burr & Burton rolled to a 15-3 

over the Brattleboro boys in the sea-
son-opener for the Colonels on April 
13 in Manchester.

• The Brattleboro girls lost to 
Hartford, 13-1, in their season opener 
at Natowich Field on April 12. Sophie 
Albright had the lone goal for the 
Colonels.

 Ultimate disc 
• Leland & Gray won its opening 

match, 15-1, over Sharon Academy on 
April 12 in Townshend. The Rebels 
had 11 di� erent scorers and eight play-
ers got assists in the victory.

• Brattleboro got shut out by Burr 
& Burton, 15-0, in the season-opening 
match on April 13 in Manchester.

 Rec. Dept. news 
• The Brattleboro Recreation & 

Parks Department will o� er � eld 
hockey and boys’ and girls’ lacrosse 

camps this summer, aided by the 
varsity coaches and players from 
Brattleboro Union High School. 
Anyone interested in any of  these 
programs can register online at reg-
ister1.vermontsystems.com/wb-
wsc/vtbrattleboro.wsc/splash.html 
( register1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/
vtbrattleboro.wsc/splash.html?Interface
Parameter=WebTrac_1 ), or call the Rec. 
Dept.’s Gibson-Aiken Center o�  ce at 
802-254-5808 for more information.

• BUHS varsity coaches and players 
will lead a youth � eld hockey camp for 
those in grades 3-8. This camp will run 
from June 27 to Aug. 8, on Tuesday 
nights only at the West River Park 
multipurpose � eld from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

The fee is $60 for Brattleboro res-
idents and $75 for non-residents. 
This camp is for players of  any level. 
Coaches will be working with camp-
ers on fundamentals and increasing 
knowledge of  the game. Bring your 
own stick, goggles, mouth guard, shin 
guards and water bottle. Limited sticks 
available for use.

• BUHS girls’ lacrosse coach Sarah 
Clark will lead girls’ lacrosse camp for 
those in grades 3-8. Lacrosse camp will 
run from 4:30 to 6 p.m. on June 26 to 
30, at West River Park. The fee is $55 
for Brattleboro residents and $70 for 
non-residents.

Join Clark for some skills and drills 
and working on fundamentals and 
knowledge of  the game. Bring your 
stick, goggles, mouth guard, water 
bottle, cleats, and or sneakers. Note 
that this program requires a minimum 
of  5 participants to run.

• BUHS coaching sta�  and varsity 
lacrosse players will be running a boys’ 
youth lacrosse camp June 28 to Aug. 2 
on Wednesday evenings from 4:30 to 6 
p.m. at West River Park. This camp is 
for boys who are in grades 3-8. The fee 
is $55 for Brattleboro residents and $70 
for non-residents.

Participants attending this camp 
will be trained in the fundamen-
tals of  lacrosse. All campers will re-
ceive personal attention toward skill 
improvement and knowledge of  the 
game. All participants are required to 
wear a mask, and to come with cleats/
sneakers, water bottle, snack, stick, 
helmet, and gloves.

• Also, the Rec. Dept. says the Dog 
Park, Perseverance Skate Park, and 
the outdoor tennis/pickleball courts at 
Living Memorial Park are all now open 
for the season.

 Protect trails during 
mud season 

• Last week’s warm weather left hik-
ing and biking trails at lower elevations 

in a less muddy state than normal for 
mid-April. But up in the hills, it’s 
still mud season, and the Vermont 
Department of  Forests, Parks and 
Recreation (FPR) wants to remind the 
public that many trails around the state 
are closed.

During mud season, which can run 
until Memorial Day in upper eleva-
tions, hiking and biking trails are still 
wet and muddy due to the combined 
e� ects of  snow melt, thawing ground, 
and seasonal rain. So the FPR asks the 
public to avoid muddy, soft trails to 
protect sensitive vegetation and ensure 
trails are in good shape for the upcom-
ing summer hiking and biking season.

It’s always a good idea to check a 
trail’s status before you head out, us-
ing resources such as  Trailfinder.
info , the Green Mountain Club 
( greenmountainclub.org  or 802-244-
7037), and the Vermont Mountain 
Bike Association ( vmba.org ) to � nd out 
what trails are closed or open near you.

It is also worth remembering that 
the weather in the hills can be greatly 
di� erent from the valleys. Check 
weather reports for your destination 
and always be prepared with extra lay-
ers, traction, and a contingency plan, 
including turning around or seeking 
an alternative place to hike. If  you en-
counter conditions you are not pre-
pared for, turn around and come back 
another day.

 Senior bowling roundup 
• With two weeks left in the winter/

spring season of  the Brattleboro Senior 
Bowling League, Fab Four (44-21) had 
a 4-1 week to stay in � rst place. Slo 
Movers (40.5-24.5) went 1-4, but still 
hold on to second place, followed by 
The Markers (39-26), Split Happens 
(34.5-30.5), The Strikers (27-38), The 
A-1’s (25-40), Trash-O-Matic (25-40), 
and 10 Pins (25-40).

Diane Cooke had the women’s high 
handicap game (232) and series (619), 
while Robert Rigby had the men’s high 
handicap game (240) and series (644). 
10 Pins had the high team handicap 
game (841) and series (2,421).

Rigby led the men’s scratch scoring 
with a 644 series that featured games 
of  249 and 216. Chuck Adams had 
a 601 series with games of  209, 197, 
and 195. Warren Corriveau Sr. had a 
571 series with games of  201 and 200, 
while John Walker had a 516 series, 
and Gary Montgomery had a 514 series 
with a 207 game.

Carol Gloski had the women’s high 
scratch series (445) that featured a 160 
game, while Cooke (167) had the high 
scratch game. Shirley Aiken rolled a 
160. 

  RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS 

Brattleboro pitcher Jolie Glidden went the distance in a 11-2 win 
over Bellows Falls in the season opener for the Colonels on April 13 
at Hadley Field. 

 Bellows Falls 
starting 
pitcher 

Eli Allbee, 
center, gets 

ready for 
a mound 

visit from 
coach Bob 
Lockerby, 

right, as 
catcher Jake 
Moore looks 

on during the 
third inning 

of  their 
game against 

Brattleboro 
on April 13 at 
Hadley Field. 
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RANDOLPH T. 
HOLHUT , deputy edi-
tor of this newspaper, 
has written this column 
since 2010 and has cov-

ered sports in Windham County 
since the 1980s. Readers can send 
him sports information at  news@
commonsnews.org . 
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