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 By Fran Lynggaard Hansen
  The Commons

   BRATTLEBORO—When he began 
his day on the morning of  Sunday, 
July 9, Drew Hazelton was plan-
ning for 5 to 7 inches of  water to 

fall on southern Vermont.
 Hazelton, the chief  of  operations at 

Rescue Inc., knew that the nonpro� t’s two 
swift water rescue teams would be called 
into service. The state provides equip-
ment. In turn, “we agree to be there when 
we are needed,” he says.

And in this case, Hazelton adds, “we 

knew we would be called out and used.”
By 4 p.m., word came from the state 

that all teams, including the state’s own 
two teams, would be deployed.

Each of  the teams, comprised of  heav-
ily trained personnel carrying rope equip-
ment and operating equipment, is “fully 
self-sufficient,” Hazelton says, which 
means they have the equipment, can set 
up to stay for several days, and bring boats: 
two power boats and a paddle raft.

In anticipation of  the teams being ac-
tivated, all members of  Rescue Inc. were 
called in. Team leaders made operational 
plans and equipment checks speci� cally 

for � ood rescue of  all varieties.
Concurrently, Hazelton was also gath-

ering extra personnel so that all medical 
and advanced life support calls would be 
covered during the storm.

“We sta� ed all of  our ambulances so 
that there was never a possibility that we’d 
miss an EMS call,” Hazelton recalls. “That 
meant we needed to sta�  around forty peo-
ple for 24 hours a day through the storm.”

 A strong team ethic 
Joining those extra personnel were 16 

members of  the Rescue Inc. Technical 

‘We KNEW this STORM
was going to be BAD’

For a full week, Rescue Inc. swift water 
teams worked through the fl ood and 
the days that followed, rescuing people 
from houses, cars, and even a tree

  COURTESY PHOTO 

Rescue Inc.’s swift water rescuers, part of  the nonpro� t’s technical rescue team, at work on a road-turned-
river during the recent � ooding in Londonderry. Left to right: Drew Hazelton, Victoria Gassett, Travis 
Perez, and Mike Mather. 
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■ SEE SWIFT WATER RESCUE, A2

After the motel — one month later
For one working couple, 
the search for a place to 
live has been a nonstop 
exercise in frustration
 By Ellen Pratt
  The Commons

  BRATTLEBORO—With only 
three days remaining in their 21-
day, maximum-allowed stay at 
Fort Dummer State Park’s camp-
ground, Kayla and Travis Lavonte 
and their two cats are scrambling 
to � nd shelter — again.

“We have to leave for seven 
nights but then we plan to come 
back,” Kayla said.

The couple has been camp-
ing since being evicted from the 
Quality Inn in mid-June. They 
are among the 70 households 
sheltered in six local motels who 
lost access to the pandemic-era 
emergency shelter program on 
July 1.

The motel program was ex-
tended until April 1, 2024 for 123 
local households who meet eligi-
bility criteria, including families 
with children, the elderly, domes-
tic abuse survivors, and those on 
federal disability.

Kayla and Travis plan to pay 
for a hotel room until they can get 
back to the campground, which, 
at $24 per night, is the “cheapest 
place around,” Kayla said. “It’s 
gonna be way too expensive in a 
motel, but it’s just for a week.”

“ I  wo rk  w i t h  a  g u y  a t 
Hannaford — he and his girl-
friend were also at the Quality 
Inn — and they went to the Molly 
Stark campground [a state park in 
Wilmington] after their 21 days at 

■ SEE HOMELESS, A5

  ELLEN PRATT/THE COMMONS 

Fort Dummer State Park in Brattleboro has been a temporary stop for some people who were dropped from the 
state’s emergency shelter program on July 1. 

 By Virginia Ray
  The Commons

  PUTNEY—A three-judge 
panel of  the Vermont Supreme 
Court has rejected the latest ap-
peal by opponents of  a proposed 
affordable housing community 
on Alice Holway Drive in Putney, 
but despite a new construction 
start date of  spring 2024, ap-
pellant Laura Campbell says she 
will take steps to request a re-ar-
gument of  the appeal in front of  
the full court.

The July 21 ruling by the 
state’s highest court a�  rms the 
Environmental Court’s decision 
earlier this year to reject an appeal 
to the project’s zoning permit.

It marks the latest chapter of  
a 16-month legal process that 
began in March 2022, when an 
appeal was filed contesting the 
building permit. That halted all 
work on the 25-unit, mixed-in-
come development.

“We are grateful  to  the 
Vermont Supreme Court for 
supporting affordable housing 
and reinforcing the importance 
of  the town of  Putney’s vision to 
provide diverse housing oppor-
tunities to its community,” said 
Elizabeth Bridgewater, Windham 
& Windsor Housing Trust 
(WWHT) executive director.

“This is the second ruling up-
holding our permit and the town’s 
zoning and planning process and 
we’re excited to focus on moving 
forward with developing much-
needed affordable housing,” 

she said.
On behalf  of  the WWHT, 

Bridgewater offered thanks to 
members of  the community “who 
again and again voice their excite-
ment for this project and their un-
derstanding of  the importance of  
creating homes that are perma-
nently a� ordable and held in the 
community land trust model.”

 Why the challenge? 
Campbell says she filed the 

appeal to the Environmental 
Court division of  Vermont 
Superior Court on March 21–22, 
2022 “in regard to the Putney 
[Development] Review Board’s 
(DRB) and Selectboard’s approval 
of  WWHT’s Dec. 14, 2021 appli-
cation to build a 25-unit housing 
development on 0.91 acres south 
of  Putney Community Garden.”

Campbell says that prior to ap-
proval of  WWHT’s application, a 
Feb. 15, 2022 hybrid hearing was 
held and “limited to 100 attend-
ees on Zoom.”

Many people could not access 
the Zoom after the 100-person 
cuto�  and Town Hall was very 
crowded, discouraging those at-
tending in person, she says.

Campbell says “few questions 
were heard or answered,” and 
alleges that “those from women 
were dismissed with a prom-
ise to get back to the questions 
later on.”

“‘Later on’ never came,” she 
says.

Following the meeting, in a 

 Vt. Supreme 
Court rejects 
challenge to 
Putney housing  
 Campbell says she will take her 
appeal against the proposed 
a� ordable housing plan at 
Alice Holway Drive to the 
full panel of fi ve judges  

■ SEE PUTNEY HOUSING, A6
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Rescue Team staged at Vermont 
EMS Academy (VESMA), their 
training academy in Newfane.

Rescue Inc. Technical Rescue 
— of  which the swift water teams 
are a part — has 38 members 
from all over southern Vermont. 
All are volunteers — some from 
Rescue, but others from other 
local EMS and � re organizations 
from towns as far as Killington, 
Arlington, and Dover.

One swift water team mem-
ber, Kris Johnston, served Rescue 
Inc. as a volunteer for eight years 
before he became a full-time 
employee. He is Rescue Inc.’s di-
rector of  IT innovation.

Johnston notes that a variety 
of  folks on the technical team are 
brought together by a strong team 
ethic and enjoyment of  the work.

“We have a geologist, a carpen-
ter, an administrator, a retired � re 
chief, several who run their own 
businesses, and a waitress,” he 
says with a smile. “All volunteer 
their time to be a part of  the tech-
nical team.”

All told, the Rescue teams 
worked for six days after the 
flood, “which means that all 
these people took time away 
from their jobs to help others,” 
Johnston says.

“What draws me in to this 
work is the sense of  community 
and teamwork. We’re a tight knit 
group of  people,” he says with 
a smile.

 All over the map 
To determine how and where 

to respond to a natural catas-
trophe in progress, Vermont 
Emergency Management, a divi-
sion of  the state Department of  
Public Safety, “looked at histori-
cal � ooding records to determine 
where the best positioning could 
be,” Hazelton remembered.

Rescue was first deployed to 
the Brattleboro area, and then 

the a team was called to cover in 
New Hampshire to support lo-
cal rescue e� orts in Winchester 
and Swanzey on Sunday evening.

Johnston was there.
He and the other Rescue swift 

water teams were prepared for 
their first deployment of  this 
flood: “a water rescue over in 
Swanzey for a campground that 
was � ooding,” he says. “We as-
sisted Keene at the campground 
to be on standby.”

The swift water rescuers train, 
study, and practice intensively 
and persistently for catastrophes 
like the � ood of  2023. They take 
classes in swift water awareness, 
swift water swimming, swift wa-
ter technician-ing, and swift wa-
ter boat operation.

Only after this training do 
they become part of  the team. 
Beyond the training, members 
of  the team — most of  whom 
are volunteers — schedule their 
vacation time each year to do a 
five-day mobilization exercise 
where members receive a solid 60 
hours of  training through team 
exercises.

At other times of  the year, 
teams receive practice training 
during dam releases.

All that training is in the 
service of  being prepared for 
weeks like these. By early that 
Monday morning, the National 
Weather Service had received 
320 reports of  � ash � ooding from 
the Canadian border, through 
Vermont and New Hampshire, 
west through New York state, and 
as far south as North Carolina.

Floodwaters were rising fast-
est in Weston and Londonderry. 
Re s c u e  w a s  d e p l oye d  t o 
Londonderry, Weston, and 
Chester to provide support, as 
well as to Wardsboro and Jamaica, 
where they helped clear houses.

“We’re not law enforcement,” 
Johnston explains. “We don’t 

go inside buildings. Instead, we 
look for signs of  people, lights, or 
candles if  the power is out. We’ll 
wander around to see any move-
ment, we’ll listen, we’ll knock 
on the doors of  folks in lower ly-
ing areas and check in to be sure 
they are OK.”

If  that sounds simple, it’s not.
“The flash flooding was 

crazy,” Hazelton says. “In South 
Londonderry, the water was 
up over the Route 100 bridge. 
Multiple people were trapped 
in houses, and one person was 
trapped in their vehicle.”

With so much di�  culty access-
ing the areas, even more help was 
needed.

“[On] our first rescue at-
tempt of  the day, we found our-
selves boating across a flooded 
area. Then, when we got across, 
Londonderry Fire Department 
drove us to another area so that 
we could then boat to a stranded 
citizen,” Hazelton recalls.

A team in Manchester was 
moved to the west side of  
Londonderry to assist the Rescue 
Inc. team working to help a per-
son stranded on top of  a vehicle 
in the � oodwaters.

Meanwhile, the second team 
was moving from Brattleboro to 
assist an additional team out of  
Colchester that was dispatched, 
dodging unsafe roads and bridges 
on a circuitous and lengthy route.

According to state Urban 
Search and Rescue Program 

Manager Mike Cannon at a press 
conference that Monday morning, 
public safety personnel statewide 
had rescued roughly 19 people by 
boat and had evacuated another 
25 by 11 a.m.

“The devastation and flood-
ing we’re experiencing across 
Vermont is historic and cata-
strophic,” Gov. Phil Scott an-
nounced at that time. “This is 
nowhere near over.”

On Monday, a break in the rain 
did provide a short window in the 
intensity of  the day.

“We were able to rescue or 
move stranded people to higher 
ground by boat during that lull 
in the weather pattern,” Hazelton 
says. “We regrouped all our swift 
water teams.”

But not long after came 
a second wave of  heavy rains 
saturating Wardsboro and 
some 900 citizens, along with 
the Thompsonburg area of  
Londonderry.

The two Rescue teams went 
to each respective area to assist 
with evacuations and rescues. One 
team extinguished a generator on 
� re. They helped to stabilize pro-
pane tanks.

“We were doing high-priority 
rescues when we received a re-
quest from one of  the state teams 
in Ludlow,” Hazelton says. “The 
� oodwaters were still rising at that 
point. A gentleman was � ushed 
out of  his car and was clinging to 
a hot tub. They wondered if  we 

could come in from the Chester 
side to make that rescue.”

Power was out. Live wires were 
everywhere.

“We had to abandon most of  
our equipment,” Hazelton says. 
“We even had to remove the an-
tennas from our trucks, as they 
would have hit the live wires. We 
took them off  and were able to 
just sneak in under the wires.”

As Hazelton’s team tried to get 
to the man, the roads between 
Chester and Ludlow were � ooded 
and they couldn’t drive any far-
ther. They were still 9.3 miles 
from the victim.

The team headed out on foot. 
After an hour of  walking, they 
swam across river channels and 
were fortunate to find fire de-
partment members who gave 
them a ride.

“It was pretty complicated to 
get to where we needed to be,” 
Hazelton says.

When the team made it to 
Ludlow, they found a situation 
that was “not great,” he says.

By the time the team arrived, 
the man in the river lost the hot 
tub and was hanging in a tree just 
above the water.

Floodwater was high. The cur-
rent was high. The man was in a 
tough place, sitting on this hot tub 
that had washed away from a local 
distributor. Then as the hot tub 
� oated away, it got stuck in a tree.

Hazelton � nishes recounting 
the rescue, which required the 
team to swim in 6 feet of  water 
to one of  the � ooded businesses.

“Water was 6 feet up on the 
side of  the business,” he says. 
“We climbed on the roof  and 
used the vent pipes as a make-
shift ladder to perform this res-
cue and get this man out of  the 
river. One of  our people swam 
out to him and tied every piece of  
rope together to make that work. 
Another team guarded the back 
stream for us.”

All involved were able to make 

  COURTESY PHOTO 

Rescue Inc.’s swift water rescuers, part of  the nonpro� t’s technical rescue team, at work on a road-turned-river during the recent � ooding in 
Londonderry. 

  COURTESY PHOTO 

Members of  Rescue Inc. Technical Rescue’s swift water team check on the residents 
of  a home in Londonderry as � ood waters continue to rise on July 10. 
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TEACHER NEEDED 
for Windham Elementary School, 

a K6 school located in Windham, VT.  
Enrollment is in the high teens. Job requirements include 
licensure in VT, or the ability to be provisionally licensed 

while completing the necessary requirements.  
Experience is preferred. 

Windham School District is an EOE. 
Please send resume and cover letter to 

bthibault@windhamcentral.org. 

TEACHING PRINCIPAL NEEDED 
for Windham Elementary School, 

a K6 school located in Windham, VT. 
Enrollment is in the high teens, the school is set up 
with two multi-age classrooms - one teacher of which 
is also the principal.  Job requirements include both 
licensure areas in VT, or the ability to be provisionally 
licensed while completing the necessary requirements. 
Experience is preferred. 

Windham School District is an EOE. 
Please send resume and cover letter to 

bthibault@windhamcentral.org.

NOW HIRING IN VERNON, VT!
Do you love cooking, working as part of a team, 

and providing exceptional customer service? 
If you answer is YES, we want to learn more about you!

Join our residential dining team as a full-time 
Dietary Aide / Server.

Apply at: www.glendalediningservices.com/careers,
or call 603-437-0200 x 106.

Full Time Class A CDL Driver
Monday through Friday.

Minimum of 3 years experience in a similar fi eld preferred.
Log loader experience preferred but not required.

Must be 21 and have a clean MVR.

Competitive benefi ts package includes:
Health Insurance, Dental Insurance, Life Insurance,

Short Term Disability, 401(k)
Please forward resume and cover letter to:

Cersosimo Lumber Company, Inc.
1103 Vernon Street, Brattleboro, VT  05301

employment@cersosimo.com

ersosimo
Lumber Company

Do you value your weekends off?
Half day on Friday?

Join our team in Brattleboro! 
Actively looking to fi ll:

Production – Lumber handlers & Machine operators
Maintenance – facility & sawmill

Mechanics - equipment
Competitive benefi ts package including health, dental, 401k.

Applications available at:
1103 Vernon Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301
802-254-4508 • www.cersosimolumber.com

Or email resume to: employment@cersosimo.com

ersosimo
Lumber Company

We’re looking for dynamic, mission-driven people who want their 
work to make a positive difference in Vermont and for Vermonters. The 
Community College of Vermont is Vermont’s second largest college, 
serving nearly 10,000 students each year. CCV is deeply rooted in 
Vermont communities, providing students of all ages opportunities 
for academic and professional growth through flexible, innovative 
programs and exemplary support services.

We are looking to fill the following positions across the state. 
Come join our incredible staff!
• Northern Lights Resource Advisor – Southern VT Region
• Regional Office Manager – CCV Brattleboro

Benefits for full-time staff include 14 paid holidays, plus vacation, 
medical, and personal time, automatic retirement contribution, 
and tuition waiver at any Vermont State College for staff and their 
dependents (eligible dependents may apply waiver to UVM). Visit 
https://ccv.edu/about/employment/staff-positions/ to learn more 
and to apply.

CCV values individual differences that can be engaged in the service of 
learning. Diverse experiences from people of varied backgrounds inform 
and enrich our community. CCV strongly encourages applications from 
historically marginalized and underrepresented populations. CCV is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer, in compliance with ADA requirements, 
and will make reasonable accommodations for the known disability of 
an otherwise qualified applicant.

RESCUEINC.ORG

Swift water team member Kris Johnston, noting that so 
many people stayed put during the flooding, remains 
“grateful for that knowledge and sound judgment which 
made fewer calls for us than might have taken place.”

it back to soggy, though firm, 
ground.

“After we did the hot tub res-
cue, we had to walk all the way 
back to our trucks,” Hazelton 
says. “Some local folks were kind 
enough to give us rides between 
washouts, which was nice.”

‘Zero technology’
Meanwhile, Johnston was 

dealing with downed wires of  
his own.

“My team was on the back 
roads of  Wardsboro. A local per-
son took us on an ATV, driving up 
through trails because the roads 
were washed out. We were head-
ing to a home where we weren’t 
sure if  it would be a medical call 
or an evacuation.”

As he and another member 
tried to travel, they had to stop 
many times to move trees off the 
trails. At other times, they had 
to find secondary trails because 
wires were down on the origi-
nal trail.

“We have to treat every wire 
as though it [was] a live wire,” 
he says.

Johnston describes other chal-
lenges as well.

“There was one time when we 
were out clearing some roads in 
the Londonderry/Chester area af-
ter the water receded,” he says. 
“We were checking on houses 
to make sure people were OK, 
but during that time we had zero 
technology. Our radios didn’t 
work, our phones didn’t work, 
we had no ability to communi-
cate with anyone.”

Grimacing, he describes that 
as “the most difficult time dur-
ing the flooding for me.”

After the rescue of  the man in 
the tree, the next phase became 
getting out to check on residents 
who weathered the rain in their 
homes.

Hazelton was on a team check-
ing on residents.

“Many of  the residents were 
cut off with no power and limited 
means of  communication,” he 
says. “Our teams did water res-
cue to check in on residents, and 
then helped the state do damage 
assessments utilizing a software 
package with the flooding chang-
ing every day.”

A system that 
worked

Rescue worked the entire week 
along with the state teams, as well 
as units that arrived from North 
Carolina, Virginia, New York, and 
Massachusetts.

“Teams were there straight 
though it all,” says Hazelton, who 
adds with a chuckle, “It all kind 
of  blends together now.”

He remains impressed and 
grateful.

“Lots of  resources were called 
up nationwide,” Hazelton says. 
“It was very impressive to see the 
coordination of  the teams. There 
was sharing of  both equipment 
and resources from state, local, 
and out-of-state teams.”

Rescue Inc. is a deep and 
meaningful part of  the state EMS 
system. Hazelton is proud of  the 
work Rescue has accomplished 
over the years.

“Many of  the people out in the 
flood all through the state were 
trained by us,” he says. “The 
boat operators that were running 
from Burlington Fire were trained 
to use those boats at our acad-
emy. We’ve been running these 
programs for years. We’re part-
ners with so many other agen-
cies, all the way up to Stowe and 
Colchester.”

Johnston hopes the public un-
derstands the depth of  the flood-
ing circumstances.

“The rain wasn’t so bad on 
Sunday, and most of  the flooding 

happened on Monday,” he says. 
“But the public might not real-
ize that while most folks were 
back at work on Tuesday, the 
[Federal Emergency Management 
Agency], search and rescue teams, 
and fire departments continued to 
work until the following Sunday. 
We were checking in on people 
who were out of  reach because 
of  washed-out roads.”

Hazelton recognizes that 
it’s the people who make the 
organization.

“In our business, we have lia-
bilities and assets,” he says. “The 
bay of  equipment is my liability. 
Of  course, we need it, but equip-
ment breaks down on occasion.”

In contrast, “The people in 
our organization are my assets,” 
Hazelton says. “The wealth of  
knowledge that we share over 
years of  experiences and even 
more years of  training is the 
greatest asset I have.”

Hazelton went on to explain 
what those assets meant for the 
public during the flooding.

“I have 20 people who volun-
teered a week of  their lives to do 
water rescue [and] building evalu-
ation, and help people when they 
needed it most. They gave up 
their livelihood to do that. That’s 
the commitment. That’s the kind 
of  people we have.

“We knew this storm was going 
to be bad. We wanted to ensure 
that every ambulance had a crew 
on it. We wanted our ambulances 
to be in those isolated areas. We 
filled every single piece of  equip-
ment, and there weren’t enough 
seats for the number of  people 
who committed to help.

“We never missed a single 
call,” Hazelton says. “I’m su-
per proud of  the people on our 
team.”

Both men are still working 
with the effects of  the flooding. 
Hazelton will soon be attending 
a state-run debriefing and learn-
ing opportunity, the first of  many 
to come.

Johnston had occasion to be 
out on the Connecticut River this 
past weekend, doing some work 
for the state.

“The Connecticut River is still 
moving very quickly,” he reports. 
“It’s full of  debris and pollut-
ants. Erosion, runoff, chemicals, 
manure that’s been spread on the 
fields is in [all] these bodies of  
water, not just the Connecticut.”

People still need to be careful 
of  the water, he warns.

“On the other hand, perhaps 
because Irene is still a recent 
memory, I was pleasantly sur-
prised with the number of  calls 
we didn’t receive,” Johnston says.

“There were many people who 
recognized what could happen, 
and then what was happening 
as the event unfolded,” he says. 
“Many people stayed put when 
they could have tried to go out 
and see the damage. Many peo-
ple knew not to drive through 
high water.”

Johnston remains “grateful for 
that knowledge and sound judg-
ment which made fewer calls for 
us than might have taken place.”

With a shake of  his head, he 
contemplates the future.

“Many people still don’t un-
derstand the power of  water and 
how truly destructive it can be,” 
he says.

T here are no greater treasures 
than the highest human quali-

ties such as compassion, courage and 
hope. Not even tragic accident or 
disaster can destroy such treasures 
of  the heart.

—Daisaku ikeDa

A R O U N D  T H E  T O W N S 
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ads@commonsnews.org 

 888-511-5150

Recreation & Parks 
Department seeks ideas 
on pool improvements

BRATTLEBORO — The Brattleboro 
Recreation & Parks Department invites ev-
eryone to pool their ideas on Monday, July 
31, from 9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.,at the Living 
Memorial Park Pool in the grass area near 
the lounge chairs. The rain date is Tuesday, 
Aug. 1. (Same time, same place.)

The department hopes for brainstorm-
ing help for how to improve the pool and 
make it more accessible, inclusive, and wel-
coming for all.

Those who are unable to contribute in 
person may contact Director Carol Lolatte 
at 802-254-5808 or recreation@brattleboro.
org.

Manitou hosts healing walk
WILLILAMSVILLE — The Manitou 

Project will hold a healing walk on Friday, 
July 28, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. The walk will 
take place rain or shine and will be led by 
Fred Taylor. It will include poems or other 
readings and chances to share about the 
experience.

Healing walks will be held every sec-
ond and fourth Friday of  each month un-
til October. For more information, contact 
Taylor at 802-254-2675.

Vermont author Doug 
Wilhelm visits RFPL alongside 
children’s book giveaway

BELLOWS FALLS — The Rockingham 
Free  Publ ic  Library  (RFPL),  65 
Westminster St., presents a Summer 
Readers event featuring Doug Wilhelm and 
a book on Monday, July 31, at 5 p.m.

Wilhelm is the author of  14 books for 
middle-grade readers, including The 
Revealers and nine books in the Choose Your 
Own Adventure series. During the visit, 
Wilhelm will share tales behind his books, 
offer insights into his creative process, and 
cultivate a love for reading and storytelling.

As part of  the celebration, the RFPL will 
host a book giveaway. All youth who attend 
will be able to select two new books to keep. 
This free and public Summer Readers pro-
gram is made possible by a grant from the 
Children’s Literacy Foundation (CLiF). For 
more information, contact 802-463-4270, 
rockinghamlibrary.org, youthservices@
rockinghamlibrary.org, or stop by the library.

VCBB seeks public comment 
on draft broadband plans

MONTPELIER — The Vermont 
Community Broadband Board (VCBB) 
wants to hear from the public. VCBB has re-
leased Vermont’s Draft BEAD (Broadband 
Equity, Access, and Deployment) Five-
Year Action Plan and Draft BEAD Initial 
Proposal Volume 1 and wants public 
comments.

The drafts are the first set of  plans to ex-
plain how the state will spend Vermont’s 
$229 million federal allocation to expand 
high-speed internet access. It is a key pri-
ority, and a federal requirement, for VCBB 
to incorporate public feedback into the 

plans. Input was gathered through listening 
sessions VCBB held in person throughout 
the state and virtually last month, as well 
as through a public survey, emails, phone 
calls, and letters.

Email your comments to vcbb.info@
vermont.gov, write to VCBB, 112 State St., 
Montpelier, VT 05620, or call 800-622-
4496. Comments will be accepted until Aug. 
2 on the Draft BEAD Five-Year Action Plan 
and until Aug. 18 to comment on the Draft 
BEAD Initial Proposal Volume 1.

Garden Party raises funds for 
Brooks Memorial Library

BRATTLEBORO — A Garden Party 
fundraiser, sponsored by The Friends of  
Brooks Memorial Library, will be held at the 
home of  Sharon Myers on Meadowbrook 
Road on Sunday, Aug. 6, from 2 to 5 p.m.

Proceeds from the event will help make 
possible the support of  a wide array of  pro-
grams and services offered by the library. 
These include museum passes, the Children 
and Adult Summer Reading program, Sing 
and Dance with Robin for pre-schoolers, 
food for the very popular Teen Nights, co-
sponsorship of  the First Wednesday lecture 
series, and computer access to free resources 
such as Kanopy (films) and Mango and 
Pronunciator (language study programs).

Tickets are $25 or two for $40, available 
on the library’s website,brookslibraryvt.org, 
or upon arrival at Sharon Myers’s home (fol-
low the signage on Meadowbrook Road). 
Tickets include desserts, drinks, and a free 
raffle ticket for a chance to win a plant or 
gift certificate from area garden centers.

Advance ticket purchases are appreci-
ated. There is no rain date; if  cancelled due 
to weather, advance ticket purchases will be 
considered a donation.
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(Of course you do! You’re from Windham County!)

Got something on your mind? Send contribu-
tions to our Letters from Readers section (500 
words or fewer strongly recommended) to 
voices@commonsnews.org; the deadline is 
Friday to be considered for next week’s paper. 
When space is an issue, we give priority to words 

that have not yet appeared elsewhere.

The Commons seeks additional drivers to fill our Wednesday 
delivery routes. Drivers are needed on a regular basis every 
Wednesday, or on a substitute basis to fill in when a regular 
driver is unavailable. 

It’s not a difficult job, but it does require reliability (both 
with one’s executive function and one’s vehicle), good 
communications skills, efficiency, a little record- keeping, 
some resilience, some problem-solving, and a healthy dollop 
of patience and good humor. 

All routes start in Keene between 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. on 
Wednesdays, and each follows one of several delineated 
paths around Windham County, typically ending by 
mid-afternoon. Take-home pay ranges between $110 and 
$250 per Wednesday run, depending on the  route. 

If you are interested, we’d love to have you join our team! 

Please email your interest to 
circulation@commonsnews.org, 

or call 802-246-6397(NEWS). 

DRIVERS WANTED



Hi, my name is Curly! I came in as a stray so not much is 
known about my previous life. I do have a few behavior 
issues and would need an experienced adopter. I seem 
ok with other dogs outside of my territory, but I should 
live without them in my home. I would do best in a home 
without any kids. Cats are unknown a slow introduction 
would be best. 

Hi there! I’m Turtle, I’m a sweet older gal with the cutest 
little head tilt! I came in as a stray so not much is known 
about my background but I’ve been friendly and lovey 
with people so far! I was found outside, but with my 
head tilt I should stay indoor as much as possible since 
I may not be able to run as fast as a normal kitty. The 
staff here isn’t totally sure what causes my head tilt 
but it doesn’t seem to bother me and it’s likely how I’ve 

been my whole life. I don’t seem to mind other cats so I might be able 
to have a feline friend in my new home. Dogs and children are unknown 
so introductions should be gradual and everyone should be cat-savvy. 
Come make me the happiest girl alive and adopt me today!

A recording oasis in the foothills of Southern Vermont

www.guilfordsound.com       802-254-4511       info@guilfordsound.com

Ad graciously sponsored by: 

GUILFORD SOUND
guilfordsound.com

802-254-4511
info@guilfordsound.com

916 West River Rd, Brattleboro, VT
802-254-2232 • wchs4pets.org

PETS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION

EVENT
Promote your

in
Your ad can run in the Arts section of the 
paper (the same section as the calendar), 
and in our e-newsletter of the calendar 

and other events.

Call 1-888-511-5150, or email
lori@commonsnews.org, or
nancy@commonsnews.org

*ADS START AT $37.50*
AND YOUR EVENT WILL BE 
SEEN BY 20,000 READERS!

  College news 
•  The following local stu-

dents were honored for academic 
achievement during the spring 
2023 semester at Champlain 
College in Burlington.  Ashley 
Bolton  of  South Londonderry 
and  Zachary Condon   of  
Whitingham were named to 
the Trustees’ List for maintain-
ing a 4.0 GPA for two or more 
consecutive semesters. Bolton, 
Condon, and Janelle Fisher of  
Whitingham were named to 
the President’s List for main-
taining a 4.0 GPA during the 
spring semester.  John Clark  of  
Brattleboro,  Jayden Crawford
of  Wilmington,  Hailee Mattson
of  Dummerston,  Cullen O’Hern 
 of  East Dover,  Nicholas 
Stratton  of  Putney, and  Sasha 
Tschernisch  of  Brattleboro 
were all named to the Dean’s 
List for maintaining a 3.5 or bet-
ter GPA.

•  M e a g a n  K e l l y   o f  
Westminster was named to the 
spring 2023 Dean’s List at Bryant 
University in Smith� eld, Rhode 
Island.

 Obituaries 
•  R o b e r t 

F r a n c i s 
DuBack, 90, 
 of  Brattleboro. 
Died at home, 
surrounded by 
his wife and chil-
dren, on July 13, 

2023. Robert is survived by his 
loving wife of  47 years, Joyce 
(Raicht) DuBack; his children, 
Elizabeth Bowie of  Connecticut, 
Steven DuBack and his wife 
Robin Murphy of  Florida, Ingrid 
Rawling and her husband Scott of  
Connecticut, Florence Shephard 
and her husband Kristian Harris 
of  California, David Shephard 
and his wife Judie of  Alabama, 
and Michelle Craig and her hus-
band Tim of  Connecticut; his 
stepdaughter Kersten Vigus of  
Pennsylvania; and sisters June 
Marques of  Colorado, and Joyce 
Piccirillo of  Connecticut. He was 
blessed with 13 grandchildren, 
nine great-grandchildren, and 
many wonderful nieces and neph-
ews. Robert was predeceased by 
his parents Cecelia (Mazes) and 
Charles DuBack; brothers Albert, 
Jack, Charles, and Raymond 
DuBack; and sisters Cecelia Zaleta 
and Shirley D’Aulisa. Robert was 
born on Jan. 21, 1933, in Fair� eld, 
Connecticut. He was a Navy vet-
eran who served his country dur-
ing the Korean War. Robert was 
an accomplished artist, sculptor, 
painter, and carpenter. In addition 
to art shows in Brattleboro and 
other locations in the Northeast, 
some of  his artwork has been 
displayed at Peter Havens in 
Brattleboro and is on display 
at the New England House in 
Brattleboro. Robert was familiarly 
known as the “napkin artist” of  
Brattleboro. Wherever he went, 
he brought along his sketching 
pens and joyfully did two-minute 
napkin sketches of  anyone in his 
sight. Many people in Brattleboro 
and other locations around the 
world still display his quick por-
traits on their walls and refrigera-
tors. Occasionally, Robert would 
deliver one of  his quick portraits 
to someone eating in a restaurant 
at a table near him and they would 
come to thank him and mention 
that they had framed the napkin 
portrait he did of  them two years 
earlier. Robert lived a very creative 
life from his artwork, poetry, and 

writings to the circle of  friends 
that surrounded him and Joyce 
with love and laughter. He was 
an avid golfer and sometimes was 
known to swing his club so hard 
that Joyce’s brother Bob renamed 
him a gol� ng Paul Bunyan. Robert 
was a very spiritual being and 
many of  his writings were written 
to communicate what he felt were 
important thoughts and ideas to 
his children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren. Robert en-
joyed traveling and learning about 
other cultures around the world. 
He enjoyed many trips to all parts 
of  North America, Europe, Asia, 
South America, and frequently 
vacationed in the Caribbean and 
Central America. M EMORIAL 
INFORMATION : There will be a 
private celebration of  life cere-
mony. Donations to the American 
Lung Association at  action.lung.
org  or the COPD Foundation 
at  copdfoundation.org . To view 
Robert’s online tribute, send con-
dolences to the family, or for more 
information, visit  csnh.com .

•  R i t a 
K a t h e r i n e 
Ensign, 100,
of  Brattleboro. 
Died peacefully 
Monday morn-
ing, July 17, 2023 
in the comfort of  

her daughter Karen DeSerres’s 
home in Sunny Acres. Mrs. 
Ensign was born in Spring� eld, 
Massachusetts on Nov. 28, 1922, 
the daughter of  Walter and 
Katherine (Sullivan) Ellord. Rita 
graduated from Classical High 
School in Springfield with the 
Class of  1940. Rita married her 
beloved husband, Walter ‘Ken’ 
Ensign, on Feb. 26, 1946 and 
they had three daughters to-
gether. She proudly served her 
country in the United States Navy, 
honorably discharged from the 
U.S. Naval Barracks (Women’s 
Reserve) in New York City on 
July 7, 1945. She worked at Mass 
Mutual and studied nursing at 
Springfield Hospital. A woman 
of  steadfast faith, she was a life-
long and faithful Catholic. Rita 
was most proud of  her gradua-
tion from a two-year curriculum 
at the school for spiritual growth 
and inner healing. She became 
a Eucharistic Minister when she 
graduated in 1982. Of  her lei-
sure time activities, Rita enjoyed 
quilting and sewing. She was an 
accomplished seamstress known 
for her beautiful needlework. 
Most importantly, she enjoyed the 
time she shared with her family. 
Prior to moving to Brattleboro, 
she had resided at Providence 
Place in Holyoke, Massachusetts. 
Survivors include three daughters, 
Kathleen Bennett of  Seymour, 
Tennessee, Karen DeSerres of  
Brattleboro, and Deborah Ensign 
of  Brookings, Oregon; grandchil-
dren Laurie Pederson, Katherine 
Tribles, Toni Alvano, and Mary 
Lachenal; and 11 great-grand-
children, whom she adored. Rita 
was predeceased by her hus-
band; a sister, Rosamond Prutez 
Ellord; and beloved grandchil-
dren Tracy Williams and Kenneth 
Desalvo. M EMORIAL INFORMA-
TION : A funeral Mass was held 
on July 21 at St. Michael’s Roman 
Catholic Church in Brattleboro, 
with burial at the Massachusetts 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery 
in Agawam, where she was 
laid to rest next to her beloved 
husband Ken. Donations to 
Brattleboro Area Hospice, 191 
Canal St., Brattleboro, VT 05301; 
Bridget’s Kitchen, 47 Walnut 
St., Brattleboro, VT 05301; or 
Perkins Books for the Blind, 175 
N. Beacon St., Watertown, MA 

•  Douglas B. “Spike” 
Hamilton, Sr., 85,  of  East 
Dummerston. Died peacefully 
at home July 4, 2023, after a pe-
riod of  declining health. Born 
on Oct. 8, 1937 in Greenfield, 
Massachusetts  to Richard 
and Nancy Hamilton, he at-
tended Deerfield Academy and 
Dartmouth College, where he 
played lacrosse and was a member 
of  Psi Upsilon Fraternity and the 
Dragon Society. After many years 
working in retail with his father, 
he found his calling in carpentry, 
and later worked as a lister for the 
town of  Dummerston. He en-
joyed wooden boats and the Red 
Sox, and spending summers at 
the ocean with family in Brooklin, 
Maine. Doug was loved and re-
spected by all who knew him for 
his gregariousness and sense of  
humor. He was predeceased by 
his � rst wife Elizabeth “Penny” 
Ruggles and his second wife Susan 
McBean. He is survived by son D. 
Boe Hamilton Jr. and his partner 
Crystal Hall; daughter Marian H. 
Harwood and her husband David; 
sisters Barbara Martin and Peggy 
Smith and her husband Albie; and 
many loving cousins, nieces and 
nephews. M EMORIAL INFORMA-
TION : Memorial services will oc-
cur with details to be determined.

• Corey L. 
Hastings, 47,
of  Wilmington. 
D i e d  J u l y 
1 2 ,  2 0 2 3  a t 
Southwestern 
V e r m o n t 
Medical Center 

in Bennington after a long and 
courageous battle with cancer. 
Corey was born in Brattleboro 
on Nov. 3, 1975, the daugh-
ter of  the late Lloyd Bacon and 
Judith A. (Godfrey) Smith and 
attended schools in Hinsdale, 
New Hampshire. Corey enjoyed 
spending time with family and 
friends, her home, and reading. 
She had an infectious smile and 
laugh. She is survived by her chil-
dren Bruce and Sean Palmer of  
Cape Cod, Massachusetts, Alex 
Hastings of  North Carolina, Jag 
and Jeric Shepard of  Brattleboro, 
and Ramie Lynn Carle; brother 
Adam P. Godfrey (Carrie) of  
Winchester, New Hampshire; sis-
ters Star Schumacher of  Arizona 
and Bonnie Hazell of  Wilmington; 
her niece, Marisa Godfrey and 
many aunts and uncles. She was 
preceded in death by her daugh-
ter Riley Lapshire, who died in 
infancy. M EMORIAL INFORMATION : 
A celebration of  life for Corey will 
be announced and held at a later 
date. If  friends desire, donations 
can be made to the GoFundMe 
page in Corey’s memory to help 
o� set funeral expenses at  gofund.
me/e8cac914 . To send the fam-
ily personal condolences, visit 
sheafuneralhomes.com .

• Alice (Theriault) Kidney, 
83,  of  Putney. Died peacefully 

on July 6, 2023 at Brattleboro 
Memorial Hospital, with her 
daughters at her side. Alice was 
born on July 20, 1939, in Ashland, 
Maine, to Elizabeth (Jimmo) 
Theriault and Angus Nat. 
Theriault. She was the youngest 
of  nine children. She was raised 
and graduated from high school in 
Ashland. In 1957, Alice married 
Kevin C. Kidney, the father of  her 
three children. After their divorce 
in 1970, Alice worked various jobs 
and moved around New England, 
living in New Hampshire and in 
Connecticut. In 1996, Alice settled 
in southern Vermont. In her last 
years, Alice lived in Putney, mar-
ried to Thomas Bandur. Alice 
was known for her piercing, light 
blue eyes, her warm smile, and 
her enormous kind and gentle 
heart. Alice’s biggest love was 
for her children and family. She 
also enjoyed bird watching and 
was a lover of  all animals. She 
enjoyed the simple, yet magni� -
cent things in life like being out 
in nature, walks in the woods, 
napping in the sun, and watching 
the night skies. Alice was pre-
deceased by her son, Cli� ord C. 
(Kip) Kidney, in 2004; her par-
ents and all of  her siblings ex-
cept one sister, Mary (Theriault) 
Merrill, of  Guilford, Maine. Alice 
is also survived by her daugh-
ters, Elizabeth A. Kidney of  
Whitingham and Kathryn R. 
(Kidney) Einig and her husband 
Todd of  Guilford; grandchil-
dren Matthew K. Kidney and 
Kimberly A. Kidney of  Tool, 
Texas, and Cameron J. King and 
Ava E. Einig of  Guilford; and 
her husband, Thomas Bandur of  
Putney. M EMORIAL INFORMATION : 
Alice will be laid to rest in eternal 
peace with her son, in Washburn, 
Maine. There are no o�  cial ser-
vices. Donations to the Windham 
County Humane Society, P.O. Box 
397, Brattleboro, VT 05302, or 
windhamcountyhumane.org .

• Joyce Gove Kopczynski, 
78,  of  Winter Park, Florida, 
formerly of  Hinsdale, New 
Hampshire. Died on March 
16, 2023. She was born on Oct. 
31, 1944 to the late Reginald 
and Esther (Richards) Gove of  
Hinsdale, and graduated from 
Hinsdale High School in 1962. 
She married Edward “Eddie” 
Kopczynski Jr. on July 16, 1966; 
he died in 2011. Joyce worked 
at Keene State College and, for 
many years, as an administrative 
assistant at Orange County Fire & 
Rescue in Orlando, Florida. She 
enjoyed the “brown baggers” lun-
cheons for retired members of  the 
� re department. In addition to her 
husband, she was predeceased by 
her niece, Cathy Roy. She is sur-
vived by her sister Ellen Roy and 
her husband Joseph of  Keene, 
New Hampshire; her very best 
friend, Luci; and several cousins. 
M EMORIAL INFORMATION : Burial 
was private. 

Y ou will lose someone you can’t live without,and your heart 
will be badly broken, and the bad news is that you never 

completely get over the loss of  your beloved. But this is also the 
good news. They live forever in your broken heart that doesn’t 
seal back up. And you come through. It’s like having a broken leg 
that never heals perfectly—that still hurts when the weather gets 
cold, but you learn to dance with the limp.

—ANNE LAMOTT

02472. To share a memory or of-
fer condolences to the family, visit 
atamaniuk.com .

•  D a n a 
Fletcher Jr., 
67,  of  Vernon. 
Died unexpect-
edly, with his 
wife and fam-
ily at his side, 
on July 18, 2023 

at the Jack Byrne Center for 
Palliative & Hospice Care in 
Lebanon, New Hampshire. Dana 
was born in Brattleboro on Nov. 7, 
1955, the son of  the late Dana and 
Patricia (Garrity) Fletcher Sr., and 
attended Brattleboro Union High 
School. First and foremost, Dana 
was a devoted husband, stepfa-
ther, son, and brother whose life 
centered around his family. Dana 
enjoyed hunting, � shing, week-
ends at camp, and laughter with 
his family and friends. He was 
well-known for taking care of  
stray cats and very fond of  dogs. 
He enjoyed listening to live lo-
cal music, dancing, and playing 
the drums. Dana was a member 
of  the Brattleboro Eagles  #2445.  
On Feb. 7, 1998 at Vernon Union 
Church, he married Deborah 
Sedgley. They were married 25 
years. He also leaves two chil-
dren, Jeremy Davis of  Halifax and 
Robert “Bob” of  Westmoreland, 
New Hampshire; brothers Daniel, 
Sr. (Kim) and Duane (Kim), 
all of  Vernon, Dennis (Celine), 
David, and Donald (Wendy), 
all of  Brattleboro, and Douglas 
of  Florida; sisters Marybeth 
Gilson (Steve) of  Winchester, New 
Hampshire and Diana Fletcher 
(Meredith) of  Poultney; step-
grandchild Clayton, and many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, aunts, 
and uncles. M EMORIAL INFORMA-
TION : Committal rites and burial 
will be conducted July 29, 2023, 
at 10 a.m., in West Brattleboro 
Cemetery on Mather Road, where 
he will be laid to rest beside his 
parents. Donation to the Jack 
Byrne Center for Palliative & 
Hospice Care, 154 Hitchcock 
Loop Road, Lebanon, NH 03756, 
or Windham County Humane 
Society, P.O. Box 397, Brattleboro, 
VT 05302. To send condolences to 
the family, visit  atamaniuk.com .

•  J o n a s 
E m m a n u e l 
B l a n c h e t -
Fr ic ke, 4 2 , 
 of  Brattleboro. 
D i e d  o f  a 
heart attack on 
March 5, 2023 

in Tallahassee, Florida after 
performing his own brand of  
“Radical Courage Music” as If  
Not I Than Who Then, his “one 
human choir, drum-brigade and 
performance art theater troupe.” 
Jonas was born at home on Jan. 
13, 1981 on the 20-acre Calvert 
estate in Langley, Virginia once 
owned by his great-great-great 
aunt Margaret Scattergood. In 
the 1950s, the federal govern-
ment seized the property, allow-
ing Scattergood to occupy it for 
the remainder of  her life; by the 
time of  Jonas’s birth, the fam-
ily farm was surrounded by CIA 
headquarters and his parents, 
with their Quaker meeting, were 
running a sanctuary for Central 
American refugees on the prop-
erty. In this unlikely milieu, Sylvia 
Blanchet and Thomas Fricke de-
liberated for three weeks before 
gifting their second child with the 
prophetically appropriate name 
of  “Jonas Emmanuel,” meaning 
“peaceful being, a gift from God.” 
When Jonas was four years old, the 
family moved to the Brattleboro 
area. During his life, Jonas brie� y 
settled in a number of  other 
American cities including Santa 
Cruz, California; Gainesville, 
Florida; and Asheville, North 
Carolina; but always found his 
way home to Brattleboro. He also 
took pilgrimages to his father’s 
birthplace in Berlin, as well as his 
family’s adopted home in Bali, 
Indonesia. It is not possible to cat-
alog all the places Jonas traveled, 
but the list includes Singapore, 
Thailand, Mexico, Costa Rica, 

Guatemala, the Philippines, and 
the United Kingdom. Jonas grad-
uated from The Putney School in 
1999. He brie� y attended Warren 
Wilson College and was o� ered a 
scholarship to the School of  the 
Museum of  Fine Arts in Boston, 
but elected to continue his educa-
tion at Vermont College of  Fine 
Arts studying art history, theory, 
and practice. One semester away 
from graduating, Jonas decided 
he had learned everything he 
needed to in that particular venue. 
Always an autodidact, he contin-
ued reading and exploring new 
skills and philosophies both alone 
and in community with mentors, 
peers, and students of  his own. 
At age 19, Jonas started working 
at Putney Daycare Center. This 
was the first of  his many jobs 
working with children. He was a 
babysitter, nanny, summer camp 
counselor, substitute teacher, 
preschool educator, art teacher, 
homeschool supporter, and most 
importantly, a gentle, playful, em-
pathetic friend to little people. He 
shared his love of  creativity with 
children, teaching and collaborat-
ing with them in equal measure. 
When he himself  was a small 
child, Jonas said he intended “to 
continue being an artist” when he 
grew up. In this lifelong pursuit, 
he was wildly successful, produc-
ing an immense body of  work in 
many often-overlapping medi-
ums, including painting, drawing, 
sculpture, screenprinting, tattoos, 
puppetry, performance art, tex-
tiles, and music. In his own words, 
Jonas believed “wholeheartedly in 
the ability of  artwork and creative 
pursuits to start � res of  meaning, 
illuminate paths of  quandary and 
curiosity, inspire change, make 
life more colorful and vibrant, as 
well as inspire others to live more 
creative lives.” Jonas also labored 
tirelessly at creating space and op-
portunities for other artists as a 
curator, promoter, organizer, and 
founding or contributing mem-
ber of  several art collectives in-
cluding Tinderbox, The Future 
Collective, the Buoyant Heart, 
and Harmony Art Collective in 
Brattleboro. Jonas gave of  his 
body, mind, and soul to pro-
mote social change, continuing 
activist traditions from both the 
American Quaker and German 
Jewish parts of  his ancestry. He 
was passionately committed to 
anti-racist, pro-indigenous, fem-
inist, and queer liberationist 
causes. Inspired by the political 
theater of  Bread and Puppet, 
where he interned in his youth, 
Jonas brought joy and imagination 
to public demonstrations around 
the country. In his daily life, Jonas 
practiced mutual aid, living by 
his belief  in communal care out-
side of  unjust systems of  power. 
Jonas is survived by his parents, 
his sister Lucia Blanchet-Fricke, 
partner Jocelyn McElroy, six aunts 
and uncles, a growing number of  
cousins, as well as innumerable 
friends, bandmates, and creative 
collaborators — hundreds of  
whom paraded down the streets of  
Brattleboro to the beat of  a brass 
band soon after Jonas’s death, 
flooding the town with ecstatic 
fanfare in celebration of  his life. 
Jonas also leaves behind countless 
young people he nurtured, taught, 
and played with over more than 
two decades as an early-childhood 
educator. Jonas lives on in the peo-
ple he loved, the communities he 
fostered, and the works of  art he 
created. M EMORIAL INFORMATION : 
Jonas’s family and friends will host 
a Memorial Festival on Saturday, 
July 29, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at 
the Retreat Farm in Brattleboro 
that will be open to all who love 
Jonas or love someone who loves 
Jonas. This will be followed by live 
music at the Stone Church per-
formed by Jonas’s friends from 
7 p.m. to midnight. A suggested 
donation at the door will bene� t 
the Jonas Legacy Fund, but no 
one will be turned away for lack 
of  funds. Donations to the River 
Gallery School in Brattleboro 
( rivergalleryschool.org ), where 
Jonas took art classes as a child.
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M I L E S T O N E S
Births, deaths, and news of people  from Windham County

Milestones are published as community news at no cost to families, thanks 
to � nancial support of  our members and advertisers. Send them to news@
commonsnews.org.Though we ask that content for this column be sent by 
Friday at 5 p.m., we will do our best to include late obituaries. Please alert 
the newsroom at 802-246-6397 for post-deadline urgent submissions. We 
will always do our best to accommodate contributors in their time of  grief.

 BURLINGTON—Thanks to 
a third year of  state funding via 
H.484, Section 17, an act relating 
to enhancing workforce and eco-
nomic development opportuni-
ties, The University of  Vermont 
will be offering up to two free 
courses to eligible Vermont res-
idents seeking education and 
skills for professional growth or 
employment, with new course 
additions in the healthcare � eld.

From August 2023 through 
June 2024, the UVM Upskill 
Vermont Scholarship Program 
will o� er free academic learning 
opportunities in business, educa-
tion and social work, food and ag-
riculture, healthcare, and STEM, 
while funds last.

“ S t u d e n t s  f ro m  a l l  o f  
Vermont’s 14 counties partici-
pated in courses made accessi-
ble by Upskill over the last two 
years, learning new skills needed 
to meet the qualifications for 
desirable jobs,” Dr. Jill Irvine, 
Chief  O�  cer of  Professional and 
Continuing Education (PACE), 
said in a news release.

Irvine added that “this year, 
we are particularly excited to 
add course opportunities for 
Vermonters that will address 
the medical staffing shortage 
through accessible, on-de-
mand certi� cations in Behavior 
Technician Specialist, Patient 
Care Technician, and Medical 
Laboratory Assistant.”

Managed by PACE, the pro-
gram allows eligible Vermonters 
to choose one course per semester 
or in the summer that can result 
in college credit or a non-credit 
professional certi� cate.

A sampling of  non-credit 

certificates offered include 
Project Management Practices, 
Digital Marketing, Emotional 
Intelligence and Leadership, 
Integrative Health and Wellness 
Coaching, and Cannabis Plant 
Biology.

Credit courses and programs 
include opportunities such as 
Introduction to and Advanced 
Geographical Information 
Systems, Computer Software 
Certi� cation, Post-Baccalaureate 
Pre-Medical program, and 
Resiliency-based and Trauma-
informed Practices.

In 2022, 342 Vermonters ap-
plied scholarships to enroll in a 
total of  423 courses. Of  those 
Upskill Vermont Scholarship re-
cipients, 137 represented compa-
nies across the state. The majority 
were employed full-time with 
fewer than four years of  work 
experience, and 45% of  recipi-
ents took courses with the goal of  
changing careers.

“The professors and the teach-
ers of  the classes were sensitive to 
the fact that they were working 
with a very diverse population 
of  students with di� erent back-
grounds,” said Katharine Long, 
UVM Upskill Vermont student in 
Data Visualization, Leadership, 
and Project Management courses. 
“They were accommodating in 
terms of  the project design and 
teaching to those di� erent levels.”

Vermonters can check eligibil-
ity requirements to apply for the 
scholarship at  upskillvermont.org . 
Those who qualify will be able to 
take up to two free education and 
training courses, one per semes-
ter. Registration opens on Aug. 1. 

 UVM o� ers third year of 
free career-enhancing 
courses for Vermonters  



Do you have experience facilitating a men’s support 
group? Want to offer multi-faceted support to fathers 
of young children, helping them to become the best 
fathers they can be? Come join our team!

Early Education Services is seeking a Fatherhood Specialist who is a highly motivated 
individual with an Associate’s Degree in the Human Service or related field with 2 years’ experience 
working with at-risk families.  

Our ideal candidate should also have familiarity with low income families, with early childhood 
and child development, working with men in a group and/or individual settings and the ability to 
work as part of a team.  Confidentiality is a must.  Strong computer skills are a must including some 
knowledge of office software.    

Level of pay is $18.49 to $20.00 per hour, commensurate with experience, 20-25 
hours per week.  Must have a valid driver’s license and pass a criminal record check before hire.  
Must pass a physical exam and TB screening.  

Submit resume and letter of interest to: eesjobs@wsesdvt.org with “Fatherhood Specialist” 
in the subject line or mail to: Family Services Manager, Early Education Services, 130 Birge Street,  
Brattleboro, VT.  05301

Early Education Services is an equal opportunity employer. We encourage applicants who could add 
diversity to our educational community. The Windham Southeast School District (WSESD)/Windham 
Southeast Supervisory Union (WSESU) is an increasingly diverse community with an ongoing commitment 
to social justice and anti-racism.  We are looking for enthusiastic professionals to join us in this work.  

www.wsesu.org/socjus
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Fort Dummer,” Kayla said. “But 
we can’t go there because it’s 25 
minutes away and our vehicle 
will not make it back and forth 
to work six days a week.”

They use their 23-year-old car 
mainly for storage.

Camping while working is 
rough, Kayla said.

“Working in the meat depart-
ment, I get bleach all over me,” 
she said. “I come home, my shoes 
are soaked, my socks are soaked, 
my pants are soaked. I smell like 
bleach, I have � sh all over me. So 
even if  I take a shower before I go 
to work I have to take a shower 
when I get home from work.”

And “none of  that is ideal 
while camping,” she said.

“Don’t get me wrong — the 
bathrooms here are extremely 
clean, but I pay $1.50 a day in 
quarters to take a shower, and it 
doesn’t seem like a lot until you 
calculate it. You know, I work � ve 
days a week so that’s $1.50, � ve 
days a week. Maybe I won’t take 
a shower on one of  the days I have 
o�  so we can save a little bit of  
money, but then it’s not just me 
that pays $1.50. Travis, too. So, 
$3 a day just to take a shower.”

Asked how they fared in the re-
cent rainstorms, Kayla said that 
they “lost rain jackets, sleeping 
bags, a comforter, pillows, blan-
kets, and our mattress” after wa-
ter breached a leaky tent that they 
got from Groundworks.

“After the rain, we paid $90 to 
buy a better tent and set that up 
in a drier area,” she said.

 The search for 
housing continues 

Kayla and Travis are among 
the hundreds of  households esti-
mated to need housing in the area. 
According to Brattleboro’s 2022 
Housing Action Plan “there is a 
pressing need for over 500 hous-
ing units in Brattleboro, of  which 
nearly 60% are needed for those 
with incomes under $50,000.”

“Since we’ve been here [at the 
campground], I’ve been filling 
out applications like it’s my job,” 
Kayla said. They’re getting de-
nied because they “don’t make 
two and a half  times the monthly 
rent,” she said.

“I feel like, if  we can afford 
the rent, why can’t you let us stay 
there? Rent will be � rst. We will 
� gure out food, we will � gure out 
all of  this stu� ,” Kayla continued.

“We’re living outside,” she 
said. “I’d rather pay for my rent 
and make sure we have a roof  over 
our heads and then if  we have to 
go to a food bank, we’ll do that.”

Kayla said that she and Travis 
have met other people at Fort 
Dummer “who are stuck in the 
same situation.”

“We met a guy who got hurt 
at work and got fired from 
McDonald’s, so now he’s liv-
ing at a campground spending 
all his money, looking for a job,” 
she said.

“It irritates me to my core that 
everybody sees a homeless person 
and thinks of  people bugging you 
at a tra�  c light or following you 
into the grocery store asking for 
money or food,” Kayla said. “But 
it’s not just them.”

She pointed out that she and 
Travis are working.

“I work full-time, and we’re 
still in this situation,” she said. 

“It’s able-bodied adults doing 
anything and everything possi-
ble that we can, and it feels like 
we’re hiking up this hill and we’re 
� nally getting somewhere, and 
then you turn around and you 
realize you’re still at the bottom.”

The couple recently learned 
that they’ve been accepted to the 
waitlist for a Section 8 housing 
voucher, which caps the voucher 
holder’s contribution to rent at 
30% of  their income.

“That’s the best news I’ve got-
ten so far,” Kayla said.

“We � lled out an application 
in September of  last year and I 
thought that as soon as you � ll out 
the application that they just pro-
cess it and put you in, but I guess 
how it works is that you kind of  
sit in a stack until you’re brought 
to the top and then they see if  
you’re approved,” she continued.

“Now I have to call them and 
see if, because we’ve been paying 
to stay outside, maybe that will 
speed up the process,” Kayla said.

 The waiting game 
Calls to several public and pri-

vate managers and owners of  
low-income rental units in the 
area highlighted the extent of  the 
housing crisis.

According to David Deangelis, 
Section 8 administrator at the 
Brattleboro Housing Partnerships 
(BHP), 960 people have applied 
to the wait list for 203 units in 
seven low-income properties 
BHP owns and manages. Four 
hundred people have applied 
for Section 8 Housing Choice 
vouchers.

“We’re looking at people wait-
ing for over � ve years,” Deangelis 
said. “That’s the national trend.” 
BHP last opened its waiting list 
to applicants for two months in 
2020. “We closed it because we 
didn’t think it was responsible to 
say to people, ‘Call us in 10 years, 
and we’ll tell you where you are 
on the wait list.’”

“The challenge is, even if  I is-
sue a voucher today to someone 
who’s been waiting � ve years, the 
vacancy rate is the worst it’s ever 
been — ever,” Deangelis contin-
ued. “I’ve had people looking for 
one-bedroom apartment rent-
als in Brattleboro for over a year. 
The housing stock is not there.”

Stewart Property Management 
of  Bedford, New Hampshire, 
which manages four “afford-
able housing” properties in 
Brattleboro and Westminster, 
also maintains a wait list.

“Waits are about nine to 12 
months,” says property manager 
Kathy Relihan. “In the eight years 
I’ve been here, the wait list has 
never closed.”

With the changes in eligibility 
for the motel program, she’s see-
ing a lot more applications.

“We continue to accept appli-
cations — it just gets longer,” she 
said. “The wait list is the same 
everywhere. Nobody’s mov-
ing, and people are applying be-
cause they need homes. It doesn’t 
mean there’ll be any more open-
ings, it just means I’ll get more 
applications.”

 ‘Not landlord 
friendly’ 

Mark Reffi has been in the 
low-income housing rental busi-
ness for 26 years. He, his wife, 

Jennifer, and their son, David, 
own and manage 20 low-income 
apartments in Brattleboro and 80 
in Spring� eld.

“In the past four years, we’ve 
only had movement on two of  
our Brattleboro apartments,” 
Mark said. “One was a one-bed-
room apartment. The other was a 
three-bedroom that we rehabbed 
and rented to a family of  four that 
was in the Quality Inn.”

The Re�  s � ll their units from 
wait lists maintained by housing 
service providers in the area.

“We get calls from HCRS, 
Groundworks,  Pathways, 
Restorative Justice, Spring� eld 
Supported Housing Program, 
asking what we have for apart-
ments,” Mark said.

“Brattleboro needs more hous-
ing,” he continued. “But why 
would anybody put themselves 
out there and build when it’s not 
landlord friendly? We need to get 
better eviction laws in Vermont. 
It’s not fair to landlords to take 
six, seven, or eight months to 
evict somebody.”

Mark said that by the time the 
situation gets to the point of  evic-
tion, “I’ve already let them go 
several months, trying to be de-
cent and work with them.”

“I’m not evicting someone 
who only owes for this month. 
We’re talking they already owe 
for months,” he said.

“We help out a lot of  people 
that other landlords won’t take,” 
Mark said. “We try to work with 
them. Only about 8 to 15% of  
my tenants over the last couple of  
years haven’t paid rent, or trashed 
apartments, or been disrespect-
ful. I have a lot of  good tenants.”

“It’s not uncommon to have 
someone break down in front of  
me when I’m going through the 
lease with them because they’re so 
thankful to be given the chance to 
succeed,” David Re�   said.

“And some of  them don’t 
make it, I’m not gonna lie,” he 
said. “But quite a few succeed 
and that’s what keeps us going.” 

■ Homeless FROM SECTION FRONT

  ELLEN PRATT/THE COMMONS 

One of  the properties in Brattleboro owned by the Re�   family, who own and manage 20 low-income apartments in 
town. “In the past four years, we’ve only had movement on two of  our Brattleboro apartments,” Mark Re�   said. 

  COURTESY PHOTO 

Travis and Kayla’s cats shared a cramped tent at Fort Dummer State Park in 
Brattleboro. 

 BRATTLEBORO—In small 
towns, even one additional in-
formed, focused, and engaged 
community member can make 
a di� erence. But for new volun-
teers, getting involved with local 
projects and governing boards can 
seem intimidating.

The Southern Vermont “Get 
on Board” program, starting this 
fall, will equip participants with 
practical skills to become more ef-
fective and active in local civic life.

From big-picture knowledge to 
� nding mentors, participants will 
learn tips and techniques for navi-
gating local government, foster-
ing positive community dialogue, 
being an e� ective board member, 

ensuring equitable access to local 
government, and forming part-
nerships for action.

Four in-person sessions will 
provide a deep dive and showcase 
towns across southern Vermont. 
Three short remote sessions will 
continue the learning oppor-
tunities in between gatherings. 
Classes will feature panelists with 
deep experience in local govern-
ment, scholars, and community 
organizations.

The program runs from 
October to early January and 
costs $150. Scholarships and 
multiple other accessibility ac-
commodations are available, such 
as childcare stipends; and towns 

have the opportunity to sponsor 
participants as well. Applications 
are being accepted on a rolling ba-
sis through Sept. 29.

Southern Vermont “Get on 
Board” is part of  the Southern 
Vermont Economy Project 
(a program of  Brattleboro 
Development Credit Corporation) 
and is funded in part by the 
Vermont Community Foundation 
and USDA Rural Community 
Development Initiative.

For  more  in for mat ion , 
visit  bit.ly/724-GOB  or con-
tact project manager Meg 
Staloff  at BDCC,  mstaloff@
brattleborodevelopment.com  or 
802-257-7731, ext. 222. 

 ‘Get on Board’ program seeks to 
engage, train emerging civic leaders  

 Rotary awards scholarships to fi ve  
 BRATTLEBORO—The 

Brattleboro Rotary Club re-
cently awarded a total of  $16,500 
in scholarships to � ve local high 
school students who will be at-
tending college this fall. The 
scholarships are funded by The 
Gateway Foundation, an a�  liate 
of  the club.

This year’s recipients include 
Avery K. Bennett of  Brattleboro 
and Trinity S. Stroud of  Hinsdale, 
who will who will both attend the 
University of  Massachusetts at 
Dartmouth; Connor V. Sengaloun 
of  Hinsdale, who will attend 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute; 
Abigail L. Towle of  Newfane, 
who will attend Stonehill College; 
and Phoebe Z. Weinberg of  
Putney, who will attend Warren 
Wilson College. Each student re-
ceived $3,300.

“We are happy to be able to of-
fer these scholarships each year, 
and hope the assistance will help 
lead each student a step closer to 
his or her goals,” said Scholarship 
Committee Chair John C. Mabie 
in a news release.

The Brattleboro Rotary 
Club established The Gateway 
Foundation in 1986 to create 
a fund to support scholarships 
awarded annually to local stu-
dents pursuing college. The 
Foundation, which is a nonpro� t 
and tax-exempt organization, 
has awarded over $550,000 in 
scholarships to area students. It is 
funded by the club and individual 
contributions.

Applications are accepted each 
spring from graduating seniors 
at Brattleboro Union, Hinsdale, 
and Leland & Gray High Schools. 

Criteria for the awards are aca-
demic achievement, financial 
need, and community service, 
all of  which are weighed evenly.

Fo u n d e d  i n  1 9 5 0 ,  t h e 
Brattleboro Rotary Club is an 
active community service club 
of  60 members. It engages in 
community and human service 
projects locally and internation-
ally. The club holds weekly lunch 
meetings on Thursday at 12:15 
p.m. in Brattleboro. The public 
is welcome to attend meetings 
by contacting a Rotary member.

For more information about 
the Brattleboro Rotary Club and 
its Gateway Foundation, contact 
Mabie at 802-257-5292. 
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■ Putney housing FROM SECTION FRONT

 BRATTLEBORO—A 25-
foot section of  the world’s 
largest eight-color rainbow 
flag will hang on the M&T 
Bank building on the corner 
of  Main and Elliot streets, be-
ginning with its unfurling on 
Wednesday, Aug. 2, at 3 p.m.

The Sacred Cloth Project 
of  Key West, Florida, whose 
director, Mark Ebenhoch, is a 
part-time resident and prop-
erty owner near Brattleboro, 
manages Section 93, the best 
known segment of  the historic 
banner, which will remain on 
the building at 100 Main St. 
through Aug. 10.

Created in 2003, the Key 
West Sea to Sea Rainbow Flag 
was the world’s largest of  its 
sort, at 1.25 miles long and 
14 feet wide, and was sewn in 
1978 by the late Gilbert Baker, 
creator of  the first rainbow 
pride � ag.

As described by Ebenhoch, 
Section 93 — which has come 
to be known as the Sacred 
Cloth — travels around the 
world to promote the Key West 
motto (“One Human Family”) 
and to visually support the 
LGBTQ+ and allied commu-
nities in their quest for unity, 
inclusion, and equality.

Section 93 has traveled to 
New England from its annual 
display in Orlando Florida for 
the Pulse Nightclub commem-
oration week in June. It was 
recently displayed at Warner 
Brothers Discovery/CNN 
headquarters in Atlanta for 
the company’s � rst June Pride 
observance.

It was seen worldwide in 
April 2015 on the steps of  the 
United States Supreme Court 
building in Washington, DC. 
during the marriage equality 
hearings.

Section 93 has traveled 
around the world from the 
White House, to the world’s 

largest LGBTQ+ parade in 
Sydney, Australia, and to small 
rural areas in the United States 
such as Starksville, Mississippi 
and Morehead, Kentucky. 
Section 93 has been acknowl-
edged by U.S. President Barack 
Obama and carried by ambas-
sadors from the U.S., France, 
and Holland.

The � ag has also represented 
and traveled to areas a� ected 
by tragic events a� ecting the 
LGBTQ+ community, such 
as Orlando, Florida, the site of  
the Pulse Nightclub shooting in 
2016, and Colorado Springs, 
where the Club Q shooting 
took place in 2022.

Section 93 has recently 
been recognized by the U.S. 
Department of  Justice as an 
important part of  the depart-
ment’s community response 
protocols.

As Mayor Andre Dickens of  
Atlanta, Georgia noted, “This 
� ag is a symbol of  unity, com-
passion and the shared sense 
of  humanity. This � ag is a vi-
sual reminder for our need to 
expand our circles.”

All are invited to gather at 
Thomas B. Lynch Park, 200 
Elliot St., at 2:30 p.m., and the 
group will walk to the unfurl-
ing at 3 p.m.

Section 93’s display is 
sponsored by the Brattleboro 
Museum and Arts Center, 
M&T Bank, and The Kopkind 
Colony, based in Guilford.

A story about Ebenhoch 
( commonsnews.org/issue/692/
Sacred-cloth )’s stewardship 
of  Section 93 in the after-
math of  the Club Q tragedy 
( commonsnews.org/issue/692/
Sacred-cloth ) appeared in the 
Nov. 30, 2022 issue of   The 
Commons .

For  further  in forma-
tion on Section 93’s his-
tory, visit   facebook.com/
TheSacredClothProject . 

 Historic rainbow 
fl ag comes to 
Brattleboro 
 Section 93, a portion 
of the world’s longest 
eight-color fl ag, will 
hang from bank 
building downtown 
through Aug. 10  

letter sent to Town Manager 
Karen Astley, DRB Chair Phillip 
Bannister, and WWHT Director 
of  Housing Development Peter 
Paggi, “I enumerated omissions, 
discrepancies, misrepresenta-
tions, and contradictions in the 
WWHT Narrative Master Plan, 
Exhibit 3,” Campbell says, ref-
erencing the component of  the 
WWHT’s zoning permit appli-
cation, submitted in 2021.

In her reading, that document 
“accurately sets forth the 2.76 
acre minimum requirement for a 
25-unit development on page 2,” 
yet revealed on page 1 that their 
25-unit development would oc-
cupy 0.91 acres, “a mere  ⅓  of  
that minimum required.”

Another example, she says, 
was WWHT’s “startling” char-
acterization of  lots on opposite 
sides of  Carol Brown Way as 
“‘contiguous,’ when they touch 
at no point; rather, the lots are 
separated by a busy thorough-
fare owned and maintained by 
the town of  Putney.”

“It was clear to me that calcu-
lations to achieve adequate acre-
age for their project could succeed 
only by counting the undevel-
opable 2.02 acres across what is 
already a dangerous roadway,” 
Campbell says. “The plan, as I 
see it, is a setup for unlimited ad-
verse a� ects.”

In describing the history of  
the case, the Supreme Court 
recounted the Environmental 
Court’s decision, which “con-
cluded that the project lots need 
not be contiguous, and the fact 
that a road bisected two of  the 
lots was not fatal. It granted sum-
mary judgment to WWHT on 
this and related issues, and ulti-
mately entered a judgment order 
in WWHT’s favor.”

The decision goes on to note 
the recent appeal followed and 
that the “neighbor [Campbell] 
essentially reiterates the same ar-
guments on appeal.”

In Campbell’s view, the three-
justice panel that ruled to reject 
her appeal without merit on July 

21 “failed to address both the 
matter of  insufficient acreage 
[density] and the lack of  conti-
guity by de� nition.”

Now, she says, she plans to 
move for a “re-argument” in front 
of  a full panel of  � ve justices.

She expressed support for 
Friends of  Putney, a non-
profi t  that  on i ts  websi te 
( friendsofputney.com ) describes 
itself  as “committed to using 
its resources for protecting and 
preserving the green, open space 
along the � rst ½ mile of  Route 5 
in the village — ‘the gateway to 
Putney’ — for the bene� t of  its 
citizens, gardens, farmers market, 
and visitors.”

“Although being the appellant 
on a still-active case precludes my 
membership in Friends of  Putney 
for the time being, their mission is 
precious to me,” Campbell says. 
“Making community-oriented, 
eco-friendly, and welcoming 
uses of  the 0.91 acres south of  
the Community Garden, as well 
as the 2.02 acres which has been 
assessed as ‘undevelopable’ on the 
other side of  Alice Holway drive, 
is a shared purpose.”

Campbell says that access to 
all, wheelchair-friendly pathways, 
shade trees and native plants, 
spots to sit down and socialize, a 
pavilion or timber-frame gazebo 
for outdoor events, and history of  
Putney reference plaques are all 
needed to bring the green space 
fully to life.

She says to start, all that’s 
needed is to “mow the fields 
a few times a year so kids can 
throw Frisbees and play there, 
adults can bring a chair and read 
or converse, and the Community 
Gardens and Farmers’ Market can 
expand.”

 Support for WWHT 
Despite the protests of  some 

neighbors to the proposed hous-
ing project, state elected o�  cials 
have stepped up with support for 
the project.

State Rep. Mike Mrowicki, 
D-Putney, says he is “glad 
to see the Supreme Court af-
firm the original decision in 
Environmental Court that the 
proposal is sound and the process 
followed the letter of  the law.”

The housing is “also greatly 
needed, now more than ever,” 
said Mrowicki, who has been a 
member of  the Putney A� ordable 
Housing Advisory Committee. 
That committee is dormant as 
it awaits a new charge from the 
Selectboard, he says.

“All housing will help take 
pressure o�  the statewide, county, 
and town need for housing of  all 
sorts,” he says. “And I’m glad 
WWHT has committed to work-
ing together with the Putney 
Farmers’ Market and Community 
Garden to preserve those spaces.”

Mrowicki says when WWHT 
first showed interest in the 

property, he arranged a meeting 
among them and representatives 
of  the two organizations to ask 
the prospective buyers to com-
mit to keeping those spaces open 
for these community activities, 
“even though they had no legal 
obligation to.”

“To their credit, they agreed, 
and the Farmers’ Market and 
Community Garden can now 
start fundraising to buy that land 
and WWHT will hold onto it 
until they can raise the funds to 
buy,” he says. “A win-win-win 
situation.”

M row i c k i  s ay s  t h a t  i n 
Vermont, the Legislature cre-
ated the Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board (VHCB) 30 
years ago “to be the funnel for 
housing funds from federal, state, 
and private sources.”

That board, he says, then relies 
on the statewide system of  non-
pro� t housing trusts “that have 
developed track records of  mak-
ing sure funds are used e� ectively 
and e�  ciently.”

“Their oversight makes sure 
monies don’t go to � y-by-night 
operators with no track record 
of  success in development,” 
Mrowicki says.

Windham & Windsor Housing 
Trust is the local part of  that 
statewide system, he says, work-
ing on VHCB’s mission to pro-
vide housing and conserve land, 
such as the hundreds of  acres 
conserved locally through the 
Putney Mountain Association 
and Pinnacle/Windmill Hill 
Association.

“This will help address what 
was a critical need a few years 
ago and has evolved into a cri-
sis that threatens to stagnate our 
economy and inhibit employers 
from hiring new sta� ,” Mrowicki 
says. “Sta�  that are critical to ad-
dress the workforce crisis left over 
from Covid with many retiring 
and many parents with young 
children unable to get childcare. 
This project will help, especially 
for people starting out.”

The legislator says the project 
also adds an option to the current 
limited housing landscape.

“When my wife and I � rst came 
to Putney, we started in a mobile 
home/trailer with the plan to buy 
some land and build,” he says. 
“There were options like that 
then — especially if  you could 
swing a hammer — including 
� nancing through the Farmers’ 
Home [Administration’s] Rural 
Housing [Service] program. 
There aren’t as many options 
now. And housing costs have risen 
exponentially.”

State Rep. Michelle Bos-Lun, 
D-Westminster, also supports the 
project, charging that “some peo-
ple in Putney have been down-
right nasty and NIMBY [“not 
in my backyard”] to the highest 
degree.”

“I’m pleased to learn that 

WWHT will be able to move for-
ward on the new housing project 
after a long period of  delays,” 
she says. “We need more hous-
ing in many different forms in 
our communities.”

She described mixed-income 
housing, like what is proposed for 
Putney, as “a valuable model and 
one that will bene� t individuals 
and businesses.”

“There are not enough places 
for people to live and, without 
residences close to work, our 
businesses can’t operate well and 
serve the public, either,” Bos-Lun 
said. “More housing is bene� cial 
for everyone.”

 Time equals money 
According to Bridgewater, 

the delay in timing caused by the 
lengthy appeals process has in-
creased the cost of  the project 
by 14%, from $10.3 million to 
$11.7 million.

Despite the increase, the pro-
posal has received funding from 
both state and federal sources, 
including Vermont Housing 
Finance Agency’s Tax Credit 
Allocation, leveraging public-pri-
vate-partnership funding.

WWHT is working in part-
nership with Burlington-based 
Evernorth on the Putney develop-
ment, “tapping into Evernorth’s 
decades of  experience and access 
to private equity funds.” The two 
organizations have a successful 
history together in Putney, having 
co-developed new townhouses on 
Neumann Lane as well as the his-
toric Noyes House.

“This is a victory for the 25 
households who will be able 
to move into their new homes 
in Putney,” says Kathy Beyer, 
Evernorth’s senior vice president 
for real estate development. “We 
look forward to starting construc-
tion in early 2024.”

The Alice Holway Drive de-
velopment is planned as two new 
buildings providing 25 mixed-
income, highly energy-e�  cient, 
and accessible apartments in 
Putney village.

The development is to provide 
community space for residents 
and has been designed not to im-
pact existing community gardens 
and the Putney Farmers’ Market.

The proposed community, 
says WWHT, “meets smart-
growth principles by creating 
more homes in the designated 
neighborhood development area, 
is immediately accessible to pub-
lic transportation, connects with 
the walkable infrastructure of  the 
town, and preserves the cherished 
community garden and farm-
ers’ market, while also provid-
ing homes at an accessible rent.” 

 For more information and up-
dates about Alice Holway Drive, 
visit WWHT’s web page on the 
project at  homemattershere.org/
alice-holway-drive-info-page . 

H ave you ever noticed 
that the only meta-

phor we have in our public 
discourse for solving prob-
lems is to declare war on it? 
We have the war on crime, 
the war on  cancer, the war 
on drugs. But did you ever 
notice that we have no war 
on homelessness? You know 
why? Because there's no 
money in that problem. 

—GEORGE CARLIN



 C O L U M N 

  COURTESY OF THE VERMONT COUNTRY STORE 

“Red Barn & Chicken Coop” by 
Marion Huse is one of  the paintings 
that’s part of  the “For The Love of  
Vermont” exhibit that is now showing 
at the Southern Vermont Arts Center 
in Manchester. 

 PUTNEY—Week four at 
Yellow Barn’s 54th Summer 
Festival continues with a se-
ries of  concerts and events that 
highlight the work of  Composer 
in Residence Hilda Paredes, in-
cluding Yellow Barn’s annual 
Composer Portrait, which gives 
audiences the opportunity to 
enter a conversation with the 
composer and the musicians per-
forming her work.

The cornerstone of  Paredes’s 
residency, and the subject of  
her composer portrait, is the 
American premiere of  her award-
winning chamber opera  Harriet:
Scenes from the Life of  Harriet 
Tubman .

The libretto for  Harriet  is 
based on poetry by Mayra Santos-
Febres and dialogues by Lex 
Bohlmeijer.

“After  being invited by 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma 
de México to write a new op-
era, I asked my friend [soprano] 
Claron McFadden if  she would 
like to feature in this project, and 
she immediately introduced me 
to Harriet Tubman. A six-year 
journey began then, discovering 
the extraordinary life and person-
ality of  Harriet Tubman,” said 
Paredes. “I always say and still 
think that if  she had lived in the 
20th century, she would have been 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.”

McFadden will reprise the role 
of  Harriet at Yellow Barn in a free 
performance on Monday, July 31.

Leading up to  Harriet , audi-
ences will have a number of  op-
portunities to experience Paredes’ 
work, including 11 additional 
American Premieres on the Big 
Barn stage.

Paredes is one of  the fore-
most Mexican composers of  her 
generation. Currently based in 
London, she has won numerous 
awards including the Guggenheim 
Fellowship and the Rockefeller 
Fund for Culture.

Although she collaborates fre-
quently with Mexican artists, 

organizers say, “her sources of  
musical inspiration are without 
limits. Her instrumentation is 
imaginative and varied; she incor-
porates into her work everything 
from solo cello to electronics, per-
cussion to spoken word.”

In keeping with Yellow Barn’s 
programming philosophy, Artistic 
Director Seth Knopp has pro-
grammed works that speak 
to Paredes’s music, including 
Beethoven’s Op.1 No.1 piano trio 
(with pianist Alasdair Beatson) 
and the  An Die Ferne Geliebte  song 
cycle (with Knopp and baritone 
William Sharp).

“Paredes and Beethoven 
make good partners,” Knopp 
said. “The piano trio speaks to 
Paredes’s playful and youth-
ful side, as heard in her ‘Códice 
de advinanzas,’ (Codex of  rid-
dles) based on Mayan poems for 
children.”

Beethoven’s “An Die Ferne 
Geliebte” is an antidote to the 
� rst half  of  its program, which 
includes Paredes’s “Juegos 
prohibidos.”

Paredes said, “I wrote ‘Juegos 
prohibidos’ in response to a re-
quest to write a work that would 
make a reference to the political 
or social issues in Mexico or the 
Mexican community in the U.S. 
So I chose to make a reference 
to the children held in detention 
centers at the border, often held 
without their parents, and how 
their childhood is destroyed. The 
way I approached this is by quot-
ing fragments of  two well-known 
Latin American children’s tunes 
at critical moments within the 
musical discourse.”

Of  works such as “Juegos pro-
hibidos,” Knopp said, “Hilda has 
the rare gift of  placing something 
wholly in front of  us, so that we 
can truly see it, rather than pro-
viding a direct comment of  her 
own.”

Antonin Dvořák is another of  
Paredes’ in� uences, as heard in 

 Yellow Barn 
hosts American 
premiere of 
‘Harriet’ 
 ‘Harriet: Scenes from the Life of 
Harriet Tubman’ is cornerstone 
of the work of Composer in 
Residence Hilda Paredes  
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JOYCE MARCEL,  a 
longtime southern Vermont 
reporter, feature writer, and 
columnist, regularly re-
ports on politics, business, 

and the arts for  The Commons  and 
other publications, notably  Vermont 
Business Magazine.

Preserving a

The fruits of Lyman Orton’s mission to 
preserve Vermont art go on display this 
summer in Bennington and Manchester
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The fruits of Lyman Orton’s mission to 
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   THERE WAS A  time in this old state 
when yoked oxen hauled logs 
out of  frozen woods, people 
� ocked to county fairs for fun, 

for relaxation, and to see their neigh-
bors, farriers shoed draft horses which 
then competed in strength contests, 
wooden barns and church steeples dot-
ted the landscape, and covered bridges 
hung tenuously over rushing streams.

 For the most part, if  you look hard 
enough, this is still Vermont.

But nothing has captured the old-
timey feel of  Vermont more than the 
artists who were inspired to paint here 
during the last century. And no one 

has captured more of  their work than 
Lyman Orton of  the Vermont County 
Store.

Orton, 82, was born and grew up in 
southern Vermont. His father, Vrest 
Orton, practically invented the market 

for the nostalgic image of  Vermont 
that these pictures represent when he 
founded the Vermont Country Store in 
Weston in 1946, and when he and a few 
friends created  Vermont Life  magazine 
and, for a time, wrote most of  its stories.

His son inherited the Vermont 
Country Store and built it into a nos-
talgia juggernaut with its mail-order 
operation and stores in Weston and 
Rockingham.

Now retired, Orton has been a pas-
sionate collector of  Vermont art for de-
cades. And for decades, his collection 
has hung on the walls of  the Vermont 
Country Store o�  ce building — out of  

■ SEE VERMONT ART, B5

  WINDHAM—The Fourth Corner Foundation — an or-
ganization devoted to the artistic possibilities of  design-
ing with nature — will celebrate the life of  its founder, 
Robert (Bob) Foote Shannon, with a free gala gallery 

opening and concert on Saturday, July 29.
 Matt Brader is the executive director of  the foundation, which is 

based 28 miles from Brattleboro, high on a mountaintop in Windham, 
in an unusual set of  buildings that have grown to cover 4 acres since 
their construction began in the early 1970s.

“These buildings were the work of  Robert (Bob) Shannon, an   COURTESY PHOTO 

One of  a series of  design models which will be on display. 

‘An Architecture of 
Circumstance’ at Fourth 
Corner Foundation shows 
retrospective of the work of 
Robert Foote Shannon

Gallery opening, 
concert honors 
spirit of Windham 
architect and artist

■ SEE SHANNON MEMORIAM, B6

■ SEE ‘HARRIET’, B4
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 Music 
BRATTLEBORO   Brattleboro 
Music Center - Summer Salons 
Explore the Method and Magic 
Behind the Music: Quatre 
Compositeurs Francais:   Led by 
longtime BMC faculty member 
Moby Pearson will will share 
remarkable recordings of music 
from across the ages - and new 
musical perspectives along the 
way! Today: The music of four 
influential French compos-
ers whose lives intersected 
and spanned the period from 
1835-1937. They were Camille 
Saint-Saens, who taught Ga-
briel Faure, who taught Maurice 
Ravel; and Claude Debussy, who 
was somewhat of a foil to all 
three. 
▶  6:30 p.m. 
▶  $25 donation requested.  
▶  Brattleboro Music Center, 72 
Blanche Moyse Way. Informa-
tion: 802-257-4523;  bmcvt.org .  

 Kids and families 
BRATTLEBORO   Storytime at 
Retreat Farm:   Join us for an 
outdoor Storytime - then visit 
with the Retreat Farm goats. 
Bring a blanket or chair and en-
joy! This Storytime is for all ages. 
Presented by Retreat Farm and 
the Children's Room at Brooks 
Memorial Library, this program 
is part of the "All Together Now" 
summer library program. 
▶  10:30 a.m. on Thursdays 
through 8/3/2023. In case of 
rain, Storytime will be held 
inside at Retreat Farm. 
▶  Free and open to the public.  
▶  Retreat Farm, 45 Farmhouse 
Sq. Information: 802-490-2270; 
retreatfarm.org .  

 Community 
building 
BELLOWS FALLS   Rockingham 
for Progress and the Miss Bel-
lows Diner Project:   Why has a 
local volunteer group taken on 
the project of renovating/restor-
ing an historic 32-seat diner? 
By early 2024, restoration work 
should be underway. By May 
2025, the diner's 81st anniver-
sary of arriving in Bellows Falls, 
the hope is that it will reopen. 
How do we keep Miss Bellows 
Falls on the tax rolls and able 
to survive the challenges of the 
modern food-service industry? 
Meet the team, swap ideas, help 
us envision the future! 
▶  7/27: 4 p.m. [Coming up 
9/19, 7 p.m.: "Diner History, and 
the History of the Miss Bellows 
Diner": Presentation and slide 
show by America's diner expert 
Richard JS Gutman on the 
history of the lunch cart, how it 
evolved into a diner, how Miss 
Bellows Falls fits into that larger 
history.] 
▶ [Coming up 11/9, 7 p.m.: 
"Tales From the Diner with Char-
lie Jarras." Host of "Travels With 
Charlie" on FACT-TV, Charlie 
owned the Miss Bellows Falls 
Diner from 1990-2003. Tonight 
he brings us an evening of sto-
ries/anecdotes from employees 
and customers alike. Come to 
hear - and share - a story!].  
▶  Free.  
▶  Rockingham Free Public 
Library, 65 Westminster St. 
Rockingham For Progress - fol-
low their story: www.Rocking-
hamForProgress.org or on their 
Facebook page. 802-463-4270; 
rockinghamlibrary.org .  

 Dance 
SAXTONS RIVER   Summer 
Swing Dances at Main Street 
Arts:   These summer dances 
are hosted by Matt Peake and 
Friends with guest DJs. No part-
ner necessary. 
▶  7-9 p.m. Please wear dry 
so� -soled shoes. Continues 8/10 
and 8/24. 
▶  $5 per person. All proceeds 
benefit community art center 
Main Street Arts.  
▶  Main Street Arts, 37 Main 
St. Information: 802-869-2960; 
mainstreetarts.org .  

 Community 
meals 
PUTNEY Monthly Food Drop 
co-sponsored by The Vermont 
Foodbank and Putney Food-
shelf:   Free produce and some 
non-perishables. All are wel-
come. This is a drive-up service. 
Bags provided.  
▶  9 - 9:45 a.m. In front of Put-
ney Meadows, in white building 
across from Putney Coop and 
Putney Fire Station. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Putney Foodshelf, 10 Chris-
tian Sq. Information: 802-387-
8551.  

 Ideas and 
education 
WEST DUMMERSTON The 
Dummerston Conservation 
Commission: Talk with Ver-
mont Land Trust lead Forester 
- Pieter Van Loon:   Pieter will 
discuss his work over the past 
23 years helping owners of con-
served land care for their land. 
This will be a open and interac-
tive conversation about such 
issues as rogue ATV use, invasive 
insects/plants, managing forests 
for carbon, overabundance 
of deer, promoting old forest 
characteristics in second growth 
forests, other issues you may 
have an interest in. Bring Pieter 
your questions about managing 
your own land! 
▶  6 p.m. 
▶  Suggested donation $5 (split 
between the Community Center 
and Dummerston Conservation 
Commission).  
▶  Dummerston Community 
Center, 166 West St. Informa-
tion: 802-254-2703.  

 FRIDAY 
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 Performing arts 
BRATTLEBORO   Baker Street 
Readers present "A Month of 
Mystery":   Join James Gelter as 
Sherlock Holmes, Tony Grobe 
as Dr. Watson, and special guest 
stars as they read two spellbind-
ing mysteries back-to-back. 
Featuring a canonical Holmes 
tale by Arthur Conan Doyle 
and a new adventure by James 
Gelter. 
▶  7 p.m. (intermission between 
stories). Performances continue 
on Fridays: 7/21, 7/28. 
▶  $10 suggested donation - 
cash at door.  
▶  Hooker-Dunham The-
ater, 139 Main St. Informa-
tion: For reservations email: 
bakerstreetreaders@gmail.com .  

 Music 
DUMMERSTON   Old-Fashioned 
Comfy Cozy Acoustic Hits: 
1960's-1990's   
▶  6 - 8 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Kampfire Campgrounds, 792 
US-5. Information: 802-254-
2098.  

 Kids and families 
BRATTLEBORO   TGIF Morning 
Matinee: Jason Tardy - "Jug-
gling"   
▶  10 a.m. T.G.I.F. is o� ered 
through Brattleboro Rec. and 
Parks in the Rotary Outdoor 
Theater. If special needs are re-
quired, let us know by 5 days in 
advance. If it rains, show moves 
indoors to Living Memorial Park-
Withington Skating Facility. 
▶  Free to the public and 
daycares.  
▶  Living Memorial Park, Guil-
ford St. Ext. Information: More 
info: Call Gibson Aiken O� ice at 
802-254-5808.  

 Well-being 
WILLIAMSVILLE   Healing Walk 
at Manitou:   Meditative walk, 
includes poems or other read-
ings, and chances to share. Led 
by Fred Taylor. 
▶  4 - 5:30 p.m. Meet at the 
parking lot at 4 p.m. rain or 
shine. 

▶  Free.  
▶  Manitou Project, 300 Sunset 
Lake Rd. Information: Fred: 802-
254-2675.  

 SATURDAY 
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 Music 
BRATTLEBORO   Daring Coyotes 
- Bluegrass Trio   
▶  7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  River Garden Marketplace, 
157 Main St. Information:  
rivergardenmarketplace.com . 
PUTNEY   Bandwagon Summer 
Series: Emperor Norton's 
Stationary Marching Band: 
  Raunchy circus roots. Polished 
precision performances. Joyful 
cacophony of Balkan, Klezmer 
and funk with a tasteful thrash 
of metal thrown in for good 
measure.  
▶  6 p.m. Bandwagon Summer 
Series is o� ered by Next Stage 
Arts. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Cooper Field, Sand Hill Road.  

 Instruction 
GUILFORD   Kimchi Making 
Workshop:   Learn about the art 
of making traditional kimchi 
with Insuk Durham as she 
guides us in preparing a batch. 
Kimchi is a traditional Korean 
side dish made from fermented, 
spiced vegetables, fish sauce. 
All ingredients are provided 
and participants learn and help 
make the kimchi. Everyone goes 
home with an 8 oz. jar of kimchi. 
If you have a jar, please bring 
it - but we'll also have some on 
hand. 
▶  10 a.m. Participation limited 
to 15 people. Insuk's been mak-
ing/eating kimchi her whole 
life. Her knowledge comes from 
growing up making kimchi with 
her mother, grandmother, all 
the women in her neighborhood 
in South Korea. They'd get to-
gether every fall for "Kimjang," 
a communal kimchi-making 
gathering. 
▶  $15 to $25 suggested to 
help pay for materials/benefit 
Neighborhood Roots but no one 
will be turned away.  
▶  Broad Brook Community 
Center, 3940 Guilford Center Rd. 
Venmo or Paypal @neighbor-
hoodroots - or cash/check on 
day of event. Questions? Email 
connect@neighborhoodroots.
org.  Cash check.  

 Farmers' markets 
BRATTLEBORO   Brattleboro 
Area Farmers Market:   BAFM 
has over 50 vendors, bring-
ing our region's best farmers, 
makers, and chefs all to one 
place. Live music 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 
special events and workshops 
throughout the season. 
▶  9 a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturdays. 
Rain or shine. 
▶  Through Saturday, October 
28.  
▶  Brattleboro Farmers 
Market, 570 Western Ave., 
Rt. 9, near covered bridge. 
Information: 802-490-4371; 
brattleborofarmersmarket.com .  

 Well-being 
BRATTLEBORO   Brattleboro Zen 
Center (In-Person or wherever 
you are):   One way to engage 
with the ecological crisis: This 
group chants briefly and then 
sits in silence for a half hour. All 
are welcome to join this peace-
ful action. 
▶  1:00 - 1:35 p.m. on Saturdays. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Wells Fountain, south side 
Windham County District Court-
house, Jct . Putney Rd. & Main 
St. (Rte 30).  

 Dance 
WINCHESTER   Monadnock 
Tri-State Dance Club: Dance 
during Hawaiian Night with 
Live Music by "NH Visitors": 
  Everyone is welcome. 

▶  7 - 10:30 p.m. Non-alcoholic 
beverages available plus 50/50 
Ra� le. 
▶  $10 members, $12 non-
members.  
▶  Elmm Community Center, 21 
Durkee St. Information: More 
information: Tom: 978-249-6917 
/ 978-790-9322 or Barbara: 802-
722-9205 / 802-376-0317.  

 Tag sales, 
auctions, bazaars 
MARLBORO The Marlboro Alli-
ance Annual Benefit Summer 
Sale:   Clothing, Housewares, 
Books, Furniture, etc. 
▶  9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
▶  Marlboro Elementary School, 
2669 VT-9. Information: More 
details:  marlboroalliance.org .  

 SUNDAY 

 30 
 Farmers' markets 
BRATTLEBORO   Brattleboro's 
Share the Harvest Stand: Free 
Fresh Produce for All!   
▶  11 a.m.-1 p.m. on Sun-
days - corner of Frost and 
Elm. (Gardeners may drop o�  
surplus from their gardens 
from 10:30-closing: before noon 
preferred). 
▶  Through Sunday, October 29.  
▶  Free.  
▶  Turning Point, 39 Elm St. 
(corner of Frost and Elm St.). In-
formation:  EdibleBrattleboro@
gmail.com . 
PUTNEY   Putney Farmers 
Market - plus Live Music today 
with Mike Mrowicki   
▶  11-3 p.m. on Sundays. Across 
from the Putney Food Coop. 
▶  Putney Farmers Market, 17 
Carol Brown Way. Information:  
putneyfarmersmarket.org .  

 Well-being 
W. BRATTLEBORO   All Souls 
Church Hybrid Worship Ser-
vice: "Stepping Stones: Your 
Past is Your Path" (In-Person/
Zoom):   So o� en we're advised 
to "let go of our pasts" so we can 
move forward. Yet by actively re-
membering our happiest, most 
whole and satisfying moments - 
from childhood or more recently 
- we can be reminded of positive 
experiences that brought us 
safely here and reinforce our 
confidence/clarity about steps 
we can take from here to get 
where we ultimately want to go. 
Share in the open conversation. 
We can learn so much from each 
other. Led by Elizabeth Lewis. 
▶  10 a.m. 
▶  Donations welcome.  
▶  All Souls Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church, 29 South St. 
Information: Zoom: Go to  ascvt.
org  shortly before 10 a.m.  

 Dance 
PUTNEY   Contra Dance:   We'll 
dance to Louisa Olmstead's 
lovely calling and Amy Cann and 
Lorie Indembaum's great fid-
dling! All dances are taught and 
no partners are needed. 
▶  3 p.m. K95 masks are still 
required. 
▶  By donation (free for teenag-
ers and younger children).  
▶  Pierces Hall, 121 E. Putney 
Falls Rd. Information: Tom 
Prunier:  contradanceputney@
gmail.com,  802-387-5875.  

 Community 
meals 
WALPOLE   Chicken Barbecue 
at the First Congregational 
Church of Walpole:   Buy a half 
chicken for $10, or a full meal 
with half chicken, pasta or po-
tato salad, 3-bean salad, home-
made roll, beverage for $14. 
▶  5 - 6 p.m. 
▶  First Congregational Church 
of Walpole, 15 Washington St. 
Information: Purchase tickets 
at Galloway's Real Estate in 
Walpole or call 603-209-7622.  

 MONDAY 

 31 
 Music 
BRATTLEBORO   Kevin Parry 
hosts Open Mic for Musicians   
▶  6:30 - 9 p.m. every Monday. 
▶  Free.  
▶  River Garden Marketplace, 
157 Main St. Information: To 
sign up for a 10-minute set 
visit, kevinparrymusic.com  and 
click on Open Mic.  

 Kids and families 
GUILFORD   Stage and Stream: 
  For children in grades 5-8. 
▶  9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
▶  Through Friday, August 4.  
▶  No charge for Guilford par-
ticipants.  
▶  Guilford Free Library, 4024 
Guilford Center Rd. More 
information: 802-254-6545 
Registration required:  tinyurl.
com/5497s3bt . 
GUILFORD   Theatre Camp at 
Guilford Free Library:   Students 
in grades 5-8 will enjoy theatre 
games, writing and acting proj-
ects, and woodland meandering 
in Guilford Free Library's Stage 
and Stream camp. Camp leader, 
Maia Gilmour, is director of the 
theatre department at Spauld-
ing High School in Barre, VT. 
She's performed throughout VT 
and holds a great love for the 
power of community building in 
theatre spaces. 
▶  Camp runs 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
each day. Thanks to a gener-
ous donation from Vermont 
Humanities Council Stage and 
Stream Theatre, the outdoor 
camp should be a� ordable for 
most families. 
▶  Through Friday, August 4.  
▶  Free to Guilford residents, 
sliding scale tfor those in other 
towns.  
▶  Guilford Free Library, 4024 
Guilford Center Rd. Informa-
tion: Register with link:  tinyurl.
com/5497s3bt  or call the library: 
802-257-4603. 
BELLOWS FALLS   VT Author 
Doug Wilhelm visits Rock-
ingham Free Public Library, 
alongside Children's Book 
Giveaway:   Wilhelm is the 
author of 14 books for middle-
grade readers, including "The 
Revealers," and 9 books in the 
Choose Your Own Adventure se-
ries. He'll captivate the audience 
w/ fascinating tales behind his 
books, insights into his creative 
process, inspire young minds to 
cultivate a love for reading and 
storytelling. As part of the cel-
ebration, the Library is hosting 
a book giveaway. All youth who 
attend can select two new books 
to keep from a wide selection of 
options! 
▶  5 p.m. Summer Readers 
program is made possible by 
a grant from the Children's 
Literacy Foundation (CLiF). 
▶  Free.  
▶  Rockingham Free Public 
Library, 65 Westminster St. 
Information: More information: 
802-463.4270, rockingham-
library.org,  youthservices@
rockinghamlibrary.org .  

 TUESDAY 

 1 
 Music 
BRATTLEBORO   Kevin and the 
Surfcasters: Rock and Roll   
▶  7 - 8:30 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Brattleboro Common, btw. 
Putney Rd. & Linden St. Informa-
tion:  kevinparrymusic.com . 

PUTNEY   Yellow Barn: Ludwig 
van Beethoven: Variations in 
G Major for Piano Trio on �Ich 
bin der Schneider Kakadu� 
by Wenzel Muller, Op.121a: 
  Itamar Prag, piano; Astrid Na-
kamura, violin; Jakyoung Huh, 
cello. Charles Ives (1874-1954) 
String Quartet No. 2 (1907-13). 

Evan Hjort, K.J. McDonald, 
violins; Rosemary Nelis, viola; 
Macintyre Taback, cello. Charles 
Ives Hymn: Largo cantabile 
(1904). Nathan Amaral, Julia 
Mirzoev, violins; Edgar Francis, 
viola; Madelyn Kowalski, cello. 
Maurice Ravel (1875-1937) Piano 
Trio in A Minor (1914). Anna Han, 
piano; Katherine Yoon, violin; 
Leland Ko, cello. 
▶  8 p.m. 
▶  $25 $21 seniors, $12 stu-
dents.  
▶  Yellow Barn, 49 Main St. 
Information: 802-387-6637; 
yellowbarn.org .  

 Kids and families 
BRATTLEBORO Learn to Play 
the Ukelele
▶  1:30 - 2:30 p.m. 
▶  Free.  
▶  Brooks Memorial Library, 224 
Main St. Information: 802-254-
5290;  brookslibraryvt.org .  

 Well-being 
BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro 
Walk-In Clinic:   Primary medical 
treatment for patients ages 18 to 
64 in our community who do not 
have health insurance or who 
cannot a� ord their high deduct-
ibles or co-insurance. 
▶  5 - 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 
▶  Brattleboro Walk-In 
Clinic, 191 Clark Ave. In-
formation: 802-251-8484; 
brattleborowalkinclinic.com .  

 WEDNESDAY 

 2 
 Community 
building 
VERNON   Vernon Commu-
nity Market:   This new Market 
features J&B's Curbside Cafe, 
handmade cra� s, farm produce, 
baked goods, flowers, and more. 
▶  4:30 - 7:30 p.m. Open every 
other Wednesday through Oct. 
4. 
▶  Vernon Community 
Market, Vernon Recreation 
Area, 607 Pond Rd. Infor-
mation: 802-254-9251, 
VernonVTCommunityMarket@
gmail.com .  

 Ideas and 
education 
DOVER   "Pilgrimage": Book 
Discussion Series hosted by 
Dover Free Library:   Human 
beings have undertaken pilgrim-
ages of all kinds for thousands of 
years. Discover a variety of jour-
neys - and whether the seekers 
find what they are looking for 
- in these varied writings. "Pil-
grimage" is a Vermont Humani-
ties program hosted by Dover 
Free Library and supported in 
part by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. 
▶  7 p.m. Discussions take place 
on: 8/2, 8/16. Sessions are open 
to the public, accessible to those 
with disabilities. Books avail-
able on loan in advance. 
▶  Through Wednesday, August 
16.  
▶  Free.  
▶  Dover Free Library, 22 
Holland Rd. Information: 
More information: John 
Flores: 802-348-7488 or  john@
doverfreelibrary1913.org .  
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Check Our Full Program Schedule
@ brattleboro.tv
          BCTV
            Local Program Highlights              Week of: July 24, 2023 – July 30, 2023

Channel 1078 Channel 1079

Here We Are – Kathy Urffer, River 
Steward, CT. River Conservancy: 
Mon 8p, Tues 6a, Wed 9p, Sat 
12:20p & 6:30p, Sun 5:20p

Brattleboro Selectboard Special 
Mtg. 7/25/23: Tues 6:15p (LIVE), 
Thurs 1p, Sun 8:30p

The World Fusion Show – Ep # 
157 – Ruth Mendelson: Mon 5:30p, 
Tuesday 8p, Wed 1:30p, Thurs 
12:30p, Fri 10a, Sat 5p, Sun 9:30a 
& 6p

Guilford Selectboard Mtg. 7/24/23: 
Wed 6p, Thurs 8:30a, Fri 11:45a

Brattleboro Gallery Walk – July 
7, 2023: Mon 12:20p, Tues 6:30a & 
11:50a, Wed 6:20a &12:20a, Thurs 
1:20p & 9:15p, Fri 6a, Sat 3:45p, Sun 
8:45p

Jamaica Selectboard Mtg. 7/24/23: 
Wed 8:30p, Thurs 6a, Fri 2:15p

Brattleboro Fourth of July Parade 
– 2023 Parade in 4 Minutes and 15 
Seconds: Tues 12:20p, Wed 9:35p, 
Thurs 10:45a & 9:25p, Fri 6:10a, Sat 
12:55p & 3:55p, Sun 5:55p & 8:55p

Brattleboro Housing Partnerships 
Board Mtg. 7/24/23: Sun 6p

Brooks Memorial Library – Stay 
Connected with a Wi-Fi Hotspot: 
Tues 12:25p, Wed 9:30p, Thurs 
10:50a & 12:20p, Fri 12:20p, Sun 
5:50p

Townshend Selectboard Mtg. 
7/25/23: Thurs 6p, Fri 8a, Sat 12p

Windham World Affairs Council 
– Antarctica: Ocean Currents, 
Climate, and Exploration 6/23/23: 
Wed 4:15p, Thurs 9a, Fri 6:15a, Sat 
2p, Sun 7p

Windham Southeast School 
District Board Mtg. 7/25/23: Thurs 
8:30p, Fri 5:30a, Sat 2:30p

Windham Solid Waste 
Management District – Outreach 
Success Webinar 6/28/23: Mon 7a, 
Tues 4p, Wed 11a, Thurs 5p, Fri 5p, 
Sat 8p, Sun 4p

Dummerston Selecboard Mtg. 
7/26/23: Fri 6p, Sat 8:30a, Sun 12p

Next Stage Arts – Bandwagon 
Summer Series 2023 Featuring 
Underground System: Mon 8:30p, 
Wed 9:55a, Thurs 10:55a & 12:25p, Fri 
12:25p, Sat 12:50p, Sun 6:55p

Putney Selecboard Mtg. 7/26/23: 
Fri 8:30p, Sat 6a, Sun 2:30p

Energy Week with George Harvey 
& Tom Finnell: Mon 9a, Tues 5p, 
Thurs 11a, Sat 7p

Windham Central Supervisory 
Union Board and Exec. 
Commission Mtg. 7/26/23: Sat 6p, 
Sun 8:30a

Vermontitude – Weekly Episode: 
Tue 11:30a & 6:30p, Wed 6a, Thu 1p, 
Sat 12p, Sun 5p

Windham Elementary School 
Board Mtg. 7/27/23: Sat 8:30p, 
Sun 6a

News Block:
WTSA News: Mon-Fri 12p & 6p
Reformer News Break: Mon-Fri 
12:05p & 6:05p

Vernon Selectboard 7/18/23: Fri 
4:45p

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church – 
Weekly Service: Wed 2p, Sat 7:30a, 
Sun 11a 

River Valleys Unified School 
District Board Special Mtg. 7/13/23: 
Sat 5:15p

Calvary Chapel of the West River 
Valley - Weekly Service: Tue 9a, Sat 
5:30p, Sun 10a 

West River Education District 
Board Mtg. 7/10/23: Sat 11:30a, 
Sun 11a

Trinity Lutheran Church – Weekly 
Service: Wed 10a, Thurs 7a, Sun 3p

Brattleboro Planning Commission 
Special Mtg. 7/5/23: Mon 4p, Wed 
10a, Thurs 11:15a

Guilford Community Church - 
Weekly Service: Wed 6:30a, Fri 8p, 
Sun 8a

Town Matters – Weekly Episode: 
Mon 6p, Wed 4:45p, Thurs 11a, Fri 
11:30a, Sat 5p

St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
Mass: Sat 4p (LIVE), Tue 6:45a & 2p, 
Thurs 8p

The David Pakman Show: Mon 8a, 
Tue 9a, Wed 5p, Fri 10:30a, Sun 5p

Note: Schedule is subject to change.watch online at brattleboro.tv 
(802)257-0888
BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons
BCTV’s municipal meeting coverage helps Commons 
reporters stay in touch. Read about it in the Town & 
Village section at www.commonsnews.org

 

Note: Schedule subject to change.

View full schedule and watch online at 
brattleboroTV.org 

BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons. BCTV’s 
municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in touch. 

Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.org.

Brattleboro Community Television — 257-0888

Be Sure To Check Our Full Program Schedule @ brattleborotv.org
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
DUMMERSTON DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

The Dummerston Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 
August 15, 2023, beginning at 6:00 pm, at the Dummerston Town Offices, 1523 
Middle Road, Dummerston Center and via Zoom video teleconference, for the 
purpose of reviewing the following applications:   

  • A review of application #3727; Johana Lengfellner, for Right of Way and 
     Site Plan Review, under Sections 602, 715 - 726 of the Dummerston Zoning 
    Bylaw, at parcel #802, 1107 Rt. 5, Dummerston, VT, a Residential District.
The hearing will be preceded by a site visit on August 15, 2023, beginning at 
or about 5:00 pm.  

   • A review of application #3733; Rosalind Fritz, for Conditional Use and Site 
      Plan Review for Short Term Rental, under Sections 715 – 726 of the 
      Dummerston Zoning Bylaw, at parcel #755, 453 East West Rd., E.   
      Dummerston, VT, a Settlement Area District (Slab Hollow).
The hearing will be preceded by a site visit on August 15, 2023, beginning at 
or about 5:30 pm.

The hearings and site visit are open to the public. Participation in these 
proceedings is a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal. Persons 
wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person, by a representative or by 
video teleconference, or through written comment.  

A copy of the applications is available for public review at the Dummerston Town 
Office during normal business hours or by email to: zoning@dummerston.org. 
To receive the Zoom video teleconference link email to: zoning@dummerston.
org, or call: 802-275-5739.

Dated: July 26, 2023
Roger Vincent Jasaitis 
Dummerston Zoning Administrator 

Public Hearing Notice
Notice is hereby given that the Brattleboro Development Review Board will hold 
a public hearing on Wednesday, 8.16.2023 at 7:00 PM in the Selectboard Meet-
ing Room, Municipal Center, 230 Main St., Brattleboro, VT; the meeting will 
also be held on Zoom. Meeting ID: 881 4045 1917 Passcode: 190450. 2023-84 
G & L Enterprise, LLC; RN District; request for Subdivision Approval to create a 
new 1.5 acre parcel off of Marlboro Rd; TMP #200003.000; 2023-91 Eve Judith 
Baker; RR District; request for Variance Approval to construct a 16’ x 14’ addi-
tion, and an 18’ x 22’ carport connect to front of home by a 6’ x 8’ vestibule; 
at 68 Overlook Dr; TMP #70247.700  Pursuant to 24 VSA §§ 4464(a)(1)(C) and 
4471(a), participation in this local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to 
take any subsequent appeal. NOTE:  Meetings are open to the public. For specific 
accommodations please call the Planning Services Department at 802-251-8154. 
Application materials are available at https://tinyurl.com/DRB-Applications Ad-
ditional materials may be submitted up to the time of the meeting and will be 
uploaded to the above address.

Saturday, July 29
at 8 pm
Works by Beethoven, 
Dvořák, and Brahms

Sunday, July 30 
at 2:30 pm
Works by Schubert 
and Britten

Tickets & Event Info: 802-254-2394
Scan the QR code, or visit marlboromusic.org
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Windham County

IMPORTANT NOTICE
TO: Unknown John Doe or Anyone Claiming Paternity of Jennifer Marrie Lang, 
female, born August 4, 2007 in Brattleboro, Windham County, Vermont and/or 
Mickala Annette Lang, female, born August 4, 2007, in Brattleboro, Windham County, 
Vermont. The mother of the child is Leigh Ann Johnson a/k/a Leigh-Ann Lang.

     A petition has been filed and a hearing has been scheduled to put an end to all 
rights you have to your children, Jennifer Marrie Lang and Mickala Annette Lang. 
That hearing will be held in the Courtroom of Judge Patrick T. Barrett, Berks County 
Courthouse, 633 Court Street, Reading, PA on August 21, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. If you 
fail to attend the hearing, the hearing will go on without you and the Court may 
end your rights to your children, Jennifer Marie Lang and Mickala Annette Lang.

     You have the right to be represented at the hearing by a lawyer. You should 
take this paper to your lawyer at once. If you do not have a lawyer, contact the 
office set forth below to find out where you can get legal help:

Lawyers’ Referral Service of Berks County 
Berks County Bar Association
544 Court Street
Reading, PA 19601
Telephone No. 610-375-4591

     To obtain a copy of the Petition for Involuntary Termination of Parental 
Rights prior to the hearing date listed above, or if you have any questions, 
please contact Berks County Children and Youth Services at:

Taylor S. Davis, Esquire 
Jennifer K. O’Neil, Esquire 
Attorney for Berks County
Children and Youth Services
Berks County Services Center
633 Court Street, 11th Floor
Reading, Pennsylvania 19601-4323

By Kevin O’Connor
VtDigger

WESTON—Flooding this 
month will force the Weston 
Theater Company (westontheater.
org), Vermont’s oldest profes-
sional acting troupe, to relocate 
from its waterlogged playhouse 
for the rest of  the year.

“The extremity of  the dam-
age combined with the difficulty 
of  the timing requires us to make 
some essential changes,” Susanna 
Gellert, executive artistic di-
rector, wrote in a statement to 
supporters.

The company — a cornerstone 
of  its namesake Windsor County 
hometown of  623 — had planned 
for an 87th summer season with 
big productions at its white-
pillared Weston Playhouse and 
smaller shows at its second stage 
at the nearby Walker Farm.

Then, on July 10, stormwater 
from the nearby West River rav-
aged the playhouse’s basement 
and lowest slanted section of  the 
first floor.

The company, having over-
come a fire in 1962 and floods 
in 1973 and 2011, harnessed 
contractors in hopes of  reopen-
ing soon enough to continue its 

season uninterrupted. But the 
work, it discovered, won’t be 
quick.

“The impact of  the July flood 
has far eclipsed that of  Irene,” 
Gellert wrote of  the tropi-
cal storm that washed away a 
$700,000 renovation of  the the-
ater’s dressing rooms, prop shop 
and orchestra pit a dozen years 
ago. “The damage to the play-
house, our offices and our resi-
dences in town is extensive.”

As a result, all performances 
will move to the Walker Farm, 
where the current play “What 
the Constitution Means to Me” 
was already set to debut.

That means the company’s 
big summer musical — fatefully, 
the splashy “Singin’ in the Rain” 
— will make some ticket adjust-
ments as it relocates an Aug. 3-20 
run to the new stage.

“Based on seating capacity at 
our smaller venue, some flex-
ibility around the date of  your 
performance may be necessary,” 
says an email from the box office 
to season ticket holders.The com-
pany will postpone its scheduled 
productions of  “The Porch on 
Windy Hill” until next year and 
“Let There Be Love” indefinitely.

Since its start in 1937, Weston 

has morphed from a summer-
stock bill of  Broadway titles to 
a fully-professional year-round 
nonprofit drama, education and 
development center. Although 
the company is still calculating the 
damage, it has added a “donate” 
button to its website.

“The mountain of  repair costs 
will be a steep one to scale,” 
Gellert wrote in a statement that 
nonetheless sounds undeterred. 
“The story of  Weston Theater 
Company and its community of  
friends near and far has always 
been one of  resilience.”

Weston Theater Company 
to relocate from flooded 
playhouse for rest of the year
‘The extremity of the damage combined with the difficulty of the timing 
requires us to make some essential changes,’ Vermont’s oldest professional 
acting troupe said of a midseason move to its nearby second stage 

KEVIN O’CONNOR/VTDIGGER

An army of  contractors is working to clean up the Weston Playhouse, flooded July 10 by stormwater from the 
nearby West River.
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BOLTS
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802-246-6397 
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commonsnews.org

Your local sources for 
home improvement

Our Own In-House Our Own In-House 
Installation TeamInstallation Team

Ceramic TileCeramic Tile
HardwoodHardwood

CarpetCarpet
BambooBamboo
VinylVinyl
CorkCork

Area RugsArea Rugs
MarmoleumMarmoleum

locally owned
“doing it right for decades”

residential & commercial

972 PUTNEY RD. UNIT 3, BRATTLEBORO
LAWTONFLOORDESIGN.COM • 802.254.9303

FEARLESS
COMPUTING

Working from home? 

computer hell?
Just plain old 
Teleconferencing? 

Serving the Brattleboro area since the turn of the century

For 22 years, I ’ve provided all  kinds of 
tech support to many households 

& businesses in the Brattleboro area. 
W o r k  d o n e  o n - s i t e ,  r e m o t e l y  

o r  w i t h  s a f e  d r o p - o f f s .  

Jewett
Plumbing & Heating

802-254-4963
1090 Western avenue
West brattleboro

Serving the brattleboro area 
with reliable profeSSional Service
Residential • commeRcial
- bathRoom & kitchen Remodeling

- complete heating systems
- wateR pumps & systems

493 Stebbins Rd.
Vernon, VT

802-490-9771
vernonselfstoragevt.com

dfd
latchis.com | 802.246.1500

OPPENHEIMER     R
WEEKDAYS             3:30 / 6:50
SAT. & SUN.            2:15 / 6:50

BARBIE             PG-13
MON.-THUR.            3:45 / 6:45
FRIDAY               3:45 / 6:45 / 9
SATURDAY              2 / 6:45 / 9
SUNDAY                       2 / 6:45

HAUNTED MANSION PG-13
MON.-THUR.            3:45 / 6:40
FRIDAY               3:45 / 6:40 / 9
SATURDAY              2 / 6:40 / 9
SUNDAY                       2 / 6:40

SOUND OF 
FREEDOM         PG-13
WEEKDAYS                       4 / 7
SAT. & SUN.                 1:45 / 7

OFF THE BEATHEN PATH 
PAST LIVES     PG-13
SATURDAY & SUNDAY @ 4PM

latchis.com | 802.246.1500

RESPECT          PG-13  
3:50 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:30 & 9:10 PM – NIGHTLY

CANDYMAN          R

4 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:50 & 8:50 PM – NIGHTLY

FREE GUY       PG-13  
3:40 PM – SAT. & SUN.
6:40 & 9 PM – NIGHTLY

GREEN KNIGHT R  
4 PM DAILY – SAT.
6:45 PM – NIGHTLY
(NO 6:45 THURSDAY, 9/2)

REMINISCENCE PG-13  
9:15 PM – NIGHTLY

Latchis Arts’ 
Spotlight Film Series

November’s theme: 
Black Voices
Featuring “Get Out”
Thursday, Nov. 5, at 7 pm
Suggested donation $10
Continues Thursdays 
in November
Sponsored by 
Hermit Thrush Brewery

Visit latchis.com

T H E A T R E
latchis.com          802.246.1500

Manager’s Pick of the Week 
ROCKETMAN          R

1:50 matinees Sat & Sun
6:50 & 9:00 nightly

DARK PHOENIX PG-13
1:45 matinees Sat & Sun 

6:40 & 9:00 nightly

THE SECRET LIFE OF 
PETS 2   PG

2:00 matinees Sat & Sun
6:45 nightly

FRIDAY 6/7 - 
THURSDAY 6/13

GODZILLA: KING OF 
THE MONSTERS    PG-13

1:40 matinees Sat & Sun
6:40 & 9:00 nightly

Bolshoi Ballet presents: 
CARMEN/
PETRUSCHKA        PG
Sunday, June 9th at 4:00 PM

AUG. 27 – SEPT. 2JULY 28 – AUGUST 3

BELLOWS FALLS—In a de-
parture from Stage 33 Live’s “No 
Covers” rule, Lou Antonucci will 
perform “You, Me & Harry,” his 
newly developed celebration of  
the story-songs of  Harry Chapin 
—“Cat’s in the Cradle,” “Taxi,” 
“Story of  a Life,” “W.O.L.D.,” 
“A Better Place to Be,” and many 
more — on Sunday, Aug 6, in a 3 
p.m. matinee at Stage 33 Live, 
33 Bridge St. There will be lim-
ited seating for this show, and the 
event will be recorded and filmed.

With a musical career spanning 
several decades, Antonucci has al-
ways been inspired by Chapin’s 
music and spirit, according to the 
news release. He created “You, 
Me & Harry” with the permis-
sion of  Harry Chapin Music, and 
this will be one of  the first public 
run-throughs of  the program be-
fore booking into larger venues.

In response to Antonucci’s 
original song, “A Message From 
Harry,” Vincent J. Kelly — staff 
writer at Stallman Records, song-
writer, and author (Northern Oz: 
Beyond the Yellow Brick Road) — 
said, “I wrote with Harry Chapin 
the last two years of  his life, and 
you did an excellent, and I mean 
superb, job of  making Harry 

proud.”
Masks continue to be optional 

but welcome at Stage 33 Live 
events. A pair of  high-capacity 
air purifiers will be running dur-
ing shows. More information 
about the nonprofit, all-volun-
teer project, and this and other 
upcoming events, can be found 
at stage33live.com.

Advance-sale tickets for this 
preview event are a steeply dis-
counted $5 online. Tickets will 
be $10 at the door. Alternately, 
admission will be free by donat-
ing five nonperishable food items, 
or three personal-care items, or 
$10 cash for Our Place Drop-In 
Center at the door on show day.

Our Place offers community 
meals, a food pantry, and social 
service resources for the Bellows 
Falls area. Harry Chapin held a 
fundamental belief  that access 
to nutritious food is a human 
right and that hunger is a solv-
able problem in a world of  abun-
dance. He co-founded the global 
nonprofit WhyHunger in 1975 
to support social movements and 
grassroots innovations to change 
the systems, policies, and institu-
tions that perpetuate hunger and 
poverty in the world.

Lou Antonucci 
performs ‘You, Me & 
Harry,’ a celebration of 
Harry Chapin’s music, 
at Stage 33 Live 

COURTESY PHOTO

Soprano Claron McFadden portrays Harriet Tubman in the American Premiere of  Hilda Paredes’ award-
winning chamber opera, “Harriet, Scenes from the Life of  Harriet Tubman.”

Photographer joins 
Working Artist Program 
at Canal Street Art Gallery 

Queer Dance 
Party to 
take place 
at BMAC 
on Jul. 28 

COURTESY PHOTO

BRATTLEBORO—Queer 
Dance Party, a local organization 
devoted to supporting the queer 
community, comes to Brattleboro 
Museum & Art Center (BMAC) 
on Friday, July 28, 7 to 10 p.m., 
with a family-friendly event.

The evening will feature drag 
performances, a dance party 
with music by DJ Bux Wild, and 
a pop-up exhibition of  Jeffrey 
Lewis’s photographs of  the 
southern Vermont drag scene. 
This event is presented in con-
junction with the exhibition 
“Pride 1983,” on view at BMAC 
through Oct. 9.

“Pride 1983” explores the or-
igins and legacy of  Vermont’s 
first LGBTQ2+ Pride celebra-
tion. Forty years ago, on June 
25, 1983, 350 people rallied in 
Burlington’s City Hall Park and 
marched through the city’s down-
town in a memorable event that 
has recurred in either Burlington 
or Montpelier every year since. 
Participants risked their jobs, 

personal safety, and relationships 
with their families to bring vis-
ibility to Vermont’s queer com-
munity and advocate for their 
civil rights.

The exhibition includes ar-
chival materials from the Pride 
Center of  Vermont, UVM Special 
Collections, and Out in the 
Open Andrews Inn Oral History 
Project, as well as the personal 
collections of  individuals featured 
in the exhibition. It also includes 
interviews with 12 activists and 
organizers crucial to the estab-
lishment of  Pride in Burlington. 
The exhibition was organized by 
the Pride Center of  Vermont and 
Vermont Folklife and is gener-
ously supported by Liz Shayne 
and Tiffany Bluemle, the Samara 
Fund, the Vermont Humanities, 
and Vermont Folklife’s donors.

Tickets, which are by donation 
on a sliding scale of  $5–15, will 
be available at the door. Proceeds 
will support Queer Dance Party.

For  more  in for mat ion , 
call  802-257-0124 or visit 
brattleboromuseum.org.

MARLBORO—Over the 
course of  this weekend at 
Marlboro, two emerging clarinet-
ists, Javier Morales-Martinez and 
Yuhsin Galaxy Su, will play works 
by Beethoven and Schubert.

Six young string players — 
violinists Randall Goosby and 
Stephen Kim, violists Haesue 
Lee and Samuel Rosenthal, and 
cellists Minji Kim and Taeguk 
Mun — will make their summer 
performance debuts, as will four 
senior artists: soprano Lucy Fitz 
Gibbon, pianist Lydia Brown 
(Met Opera and Juilliard), vi-
olinist Daniel Phillips (Orion 
Quartet), and cellist Marcy Rosen 
(Mendelssohn Quartet).

The weekend’s programs fea-
ture some all-time favorite cham-
ber music works, from Brahms’s 
Piano Quartet in G minoron 
Saturday, July 29, to the epic maj-
esty of  Schubert’sPiano Trio in 
E-flat major, with Marlboro Co-
Artistic Director Jonathan Biss 

at the piano, on Sunday, July 30.
Saturday’s program also in-

cludes the Beethoven Clarinet 
Trio in B-flat major, Op. 11 and 
Dvořák’s Terzetto in C major, B. 
148, Op. 74A, while Sunday’s 
concert opens with Schubert’s 
“Der Hirt auf  dem Felsen,” D. 
965 and Britten’s String Quartet 
No. 1 in D major, Op. 25.

Some tickets are available for 
Saturday’s concert. Tickets are 

$20–40 and may be purchased 
at marlboromusic.org or by call-
ing the Marlboro box office at 
802-254-2394. Sunday’s perfor-
mance is sold out; the box office 
maintains a waiting list for re-
turned tickets. Audience mem-
bers may contact 802-254-2394 
or reception@marlboromusic.org 
for more information (reception@
marlboromusic.org).

his Piano Quartet in D major. 
Like Dvořák, Paredes has tre-
mendous respect for her culture 
and the culture of  others.

Mayan culture is one of  
her strongest influences, and 
throughout the week, she her-
self  will be performing Mayan 
texts in her “Codice de advinan-
zas.” Her “Rainy Days for two 
toy pianos,” another example 
of  her serious playfulness, is 
her exploration of  the sound 
of  gamelan.

On the penultimate concert 
of  Paredes’s residency, Knopp 
has programmed her “Zuhuy 
Zak” (New Fire), inspired by 
the fires built by the Toltec peo-
ple every 52 years to ward off the 
end of  the world and to mark the 
beginning of  a new time cycle, 
and paired it with two mam-
moth undertakings: Jonathan 
Harvey’s “Death of  Light/
Light of  Death” and Mozart’s 
“Kreutzer” violin sonata (with 

violinist Anthony Marwood).

Concerts are generally two and 
a half  hours in length, includ-
ing intermission. All events take 
place in the 70-seat Big Barn on 
Main Street in Putney. Tickets 
can be reserved and purchased at 
yellowbarn.org, or by calling 802-
387-6637. In addition to the July 
31 performance of  Paredes’s opera 
on Harriet Tubman, Thursday 
night concerts at Yellow Barn are 
free and open to the public, thanks 
to the generous support of  a group 
of  Putney residents in memory of  
Eva Mondon.

Works by Beethoven, Schubert highlight 
this weekend’s Marlboro Music program 

Composer Hilda 
Paredes is this 
season’s Artist 

in Residence 
at Yellow Barn 

in Putney.

BELLOWS FALLS—Canal 
Street Art Gallery recently an-
nounced that Len Emery is the 
newest artist to participate in the 
Working Artist Program. Emery’s 
work is on view through Sept. 29.

The Working Artist Program 
now provides two artist studios 
and exhibition spaces within the 
Canal Street Art Gallery. Artists 
process their own sales and curate 
their own space, all during regular 
gallery hours.

Emery, based in Springfield, is 
an aerial, photojournalism, and 
fine art photographer. Emery 
continues his darkroom prac-
tice on a small, environmentally 
friendly scale, and has fully em-
braced the digital technology 
available for photography. He has 
built a digital workstation in the 
Working Artist studio space, in-
cluding a custom-built copy stand 
and scanner.

At his Springfield studio, 
Emery produces and prints all his 
own work on archival inkjet print-
ers. While in the Working Artist 
Program, Emery is offering new 
services: Artwork Photography 
and Fine Art Printing. Email 
lenemeryphoto@gmail.com for 
more details.

Emery began work in the sec-
ond Working Artist space at Canal 
Street Art Gallery while photo-
graphing and digitizing Thunder 

Basin, a 71-page graphic novel 
written and illustrated by Charles 
W. Norris-Brown. This was dur-
ing the late artist’s first posthu-
mous solo show at the gallery. 
The show presented the full col-
lection of  finished, first draft, 
and rough draft pages, including 
a manuscript, created by the artist 
from 2016 through 2022 for the 
Thunder Basin project.

Produced by Len Emery 
Photography, The Charles W. 
Norris-Brown Estate is now of-
fering archival pigment prints on 
uncoated Arches 100% rag paper 
of  a growing number of  artworks 
from Thunder Basin.

During Emery’s time as a 
Working Artist he is sharing his 
process of  bookbinding while 
continuing to produce hand-
made copies of  his own books. 
Currently using the relatively 
straightforward method of  stab 
binding, in development is the 
much more complex way of  case 
binding.

Emery is working to produce 
more copies of  an 89-page, stab 
bound, 11.5 x 8 inch photo essay, 
called Down East Journal, The 
Fishermen of  Washington County 
Maine.

The second book is Vermont 
From One Thousand Feet, An 
Aerial Photo Essay Volume 1: 
Orange, Windsor and Windham 
County, (2022, 80 pages). There 
are four more volumes to follow 
encompassing the remaining 
counties in Vermont.

Canal Street Art Gallery is 
located at 23 Canal St., and 
is open Tuesday to Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For 
more information about the 
Working Artist Program, or 
Canal Street Art Gallery, go to 
canalstreetartgallery.com, call 
Mike Noyes by phone at 802-289-
0104, or send emails to artinfo@
canalstreetartgallery.com.

Transcribing, Editing 
and Proofreading 
Services
Accurate, Confidential, 
Fast Turn-Around, Fair Pricing

Elizabeth:  
elizabethjulia88@aol.com; 

802-257-7475
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n Vermont art FROM SECTION FRONT

view, and, in fact, out of  the 
awareness of  anyone who didn’t 
have reason to visit the offices.

Now Orton is making the art 
accessible to everyone.

“For the Love of  Vermont: 
The Lyman Orton Collection” 
comprises two exhibits that run 
from July to early November 
at Southern Vermont Art 
Center in Manchester and the 
Bennington Museum. Between 
the two museums, visitors can 
enjoy this collection of  more 
than 200 paintings, prints, and 
drawings.

ORTON FOCUSES his collecting on 
art created between roughly the 
turn of  the last century and the 
1960s, which he considers the 
golden age of  Vermont art.

The stunning exceptions are 
a series of  large expressionistic 
paintings by James Jahrsdoerfer 
(1953–2015), inspired by the 
devastation of  Tropical Storm 
Irene in 2011. You can feel the 
terror in the hearts of  the resi-
dents as bridges are washed 
away and whole towns become 
children’s toys with buildings 
that can be rearranged at will.

The Manchester opening on 
July 22 drew approximately 300 
people to hear Orton talk about 
his collection and to meet Anita 
Rafael of  Wardsboro, who co-
wrote the companion book to 
the shows, also called For the 
Love of  Vermont. The line for 
autographs after the show ran 
through two rooms and out of  
the building.

The first question for Orton 
was why he began collecting 
these paintings in the first place.

“Well, growing up in Weston, 
I was about to get married,” he 
said. “I bought a house. Then 
we got married, we moved into 
the house. And then we realized 
we need some furniture.”

After staking claim to some 
furnishings in his parents’ at-
tic down the street, “I started to 
go to the auctions and buy an-
tiques, because that was what 
we all loved back in those days, 
in the ’60s and ’70s, and so on. 
And so that got me thinking 
about, ‘Oh, there’s more than 
just antiques here. There’s art 
here.’”

Orton noticed that the art — 
Vermont scenes — was being 
bought by people who did not 
live in Vermont.

“That was the inspiration 
for it,” he said. “We should be 
keeping that stuff here rather 
than letting it fly the coop. That 
was the initial idea.”

Orton’s collecting obsession 
has not ceased with time. He 
said he bought his latest picture 
a few days before the show and 
had it shipped to Vermont just 
in time to hang it on a wall.

Many of  the artists in the 
show — mostly long gone now 
— were part of  thriving art-
ists colonies here in southern 
Vermont.

“A lot of  these artists were 
the group that was originally 
known as the Dorset Painters,” 
Rafael said. “They began do-
ing exhibitions together, in each 
other’s studios or in the bar 
next door, as early as 1904.”

She called the “For the Love 
of  Vermont” project “kind of  
like a reunion exhibition in a 
way.”

“Literally 70 years ago, all 
the guys had their art hanging 
on the walls here,” Rafael said.

“By the 1920s, their exhibi-
tions were a little more orga-
nized. Sometimes, on a Sunday 
morning after church, they’d 
put their paintings out on the 
lawn with a stick behind them 
to hold them up. When people 
came out of  church they would 
see and sometimes buy their 
paintings. Or they [would sell] 
them to people coming in to get 
the Sunday papers.”

It snowballed into a point 
where they began to hold art 
shows. The first real ones were 
held at the Equinox Hotel in 
Manchester.

“Those shows were very 
popular and started to grow a 
little more,” Rafael said. “And 
by 1936, for example, they had 
something like 384 paintings by 
174 artists.”

THE SOUTHERN VERMONT Arts 
Center is the perfect place to 
view these paintings. Driving 
into Manchester, you can see 
the same mountains that were 
painted by Rockwell Kent 
(1882–1971). And looking out 
of  the windows of  the gallery, 
you can see pretty much the 
same sky and the same rolling 
hills that inspired these artists 
to leave behind such a graphic 
and vivid picture of  life in old 
Vermont.

Looking deeply at “Carnival 
at Royalton,” for example, a 
1965 oil on canvas board, you 
feel you are at the very carni-
val. There’s a Breughel-esque 
feeling of  being part of  coun-
try life. You can hear the excited 
shouts of  the children as they 
fly past on a dangerous-looking 
Flying Chairs ride. The paint-
ing was done by Cecil Crosley 

Bell (1906–1970), one of  the 
stars of  this show.

Bell is also responsible for 
a thrilling painting of  horses 
straining at a horse pull, the 
brown one with his head low-
ered in effort and the white one 
rearing up. “Go Boys! Go! Go!” 
is an oil on board he did in 1957. 
A third painting depicts a black-
smith shoeing another muscular 
horse. These were work horses, 
and you can feel in your bones 
that they are large, strong, and 
willing to go, go, go.

Another highly detailed 
country fair picture by Aldro T. 
Hibbard (1886–1972) became 
the illustration for a Maxwell 
House coffee advertisement. 
Actually, Maxwell House had 
a thing for Vermont back then; 
another painting by Luigi 
Lucioni (1900–1988) was used 
as an advertisement as well. But 
the Lucioni that stands out in 
the show — “Nestled Barns” 
— is of  a strong set of  red barns 
and was reportedly sold at auc-
tion in 2019 for $62,500.

Two yoked oxen skidding 
logs out of  the woods while ac-
companied by an old logger 
with a switch whip, a 1940 oil 
on canvas by Leo Blake (1887–
1976), seems peaceful and well-
balanced for such a difficult and 
chilly effort. Supposedly, Blake 
got up early on winter mornings 
and traveled out to the woods 
with the loggers and the oxen to 
paint them at their work.

Covered bridges, which the 
tourists call quaint and the na-
tives call convenient, are fea-
tured prominently. A delicate C. 
H. DeWitt (1905–1995) water-
color on paper is a standout.

There’s actually a whole 
room of  covered bridge paint-
ings. Some are static, some 
don’t seem to be quite tethered 
to the shoreline, and some you 
might not want to drive your 
car across today, but many are 
quite beautiful. An impression-
istic Hibbard stands out.

SOME OF THESE artists lived 
and died and were buried in 
Vermont. Others were just pass-
ing through. Some made a living 
as painters and/or illustrators; 
others did not. Covers from the 
now-defunct Saturday Evening 
Post abound.

One thing is certain: the 
Vermont they saw inspired 
them to paint, no matter what 

happened later to the canvas or 
the board.

After the talk by Orton and 
Rafael, many people in atten-
dance were concerned with 
where the collection will go af-
ter the shows. What will hap-
pen to it?

“What you see today is a 
glimpse at what I hope the fu-
ture will become more and 
more like, for particularly small 
museums and arts centers in 
Vermont, and in small cities and 
towns around America,” Orton 
said. “We can’t keep up with 
the big cities, with $80 billion 
buildings and budgets of  God-
knows-how-much extravagan-
zas and so on.”

Will he build his own mu-
seum to house the vast collec-
tion? Rafael says that Orton has 
made his plans, but he will not 
reveal them to anyone outside 
his family.

COURTESY OF THE VERMONT COUNTRY STORE

“Baptist Church, East Dover,” Vermont by Leo Blake, oil on canvas, 26-5/8 x 31-5/8. The church in Blake’s painting 
is still standing, still in use, at the top of  a hill in East Dover.

“Vermont 
Hills (Vermont 

Dawn),” by 
Rockwell Kent, 

oil on canvas, 
22-1/8 x 38-

1/8. Kent’s 
composition 

depicts a 
dramatic cloud 
formation over 

Mount Anthony, 
a peak in the 

Taconic range, 
near Bennington.

COURTESY OF THE VERMONT COUNTRY STORE

COURTESY OF THE VERMONT COUNTRY STORE

“Carnival at Royalton, Vermont,” 1965, Cecial Crosley Bell, oil on canvas, 24 x 36. Lyman Orton remembers carnivals like this one growing up 
as a boy in Weston.

COURTESY OF THE VERMONT COUNTRY STORE

Lyman Orton, retired business owner and inveterate art collector.
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ART AROUND BOOKS
Summer Exhibitions and Bookstore Grand Opening!

Summer Hours: Wednesday 10-5 • Thursday 10-2
                                     Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-5

Check out our website for upcoming workshops! 
www.artaroundbooks.com

Art Around Books 
5 Canal Street, Bellows Falls, VT
artistsbooks@brightonpress.net
(619) 200-1326   

Through August 5th. 
“Land Within the Land Within,”
Retrospective of collages, prints, artist’s books and 
drawings by California artist, James Renner. 

August 10 - September 9
“Approaching Kurtag,”
Original prints by five artists in response to 
Hungarian composer György Kurtág’s Kafka 
Fragments, curated by Susan Narucki.

August 11 at 8pm
“György Krutág, Kafka Fragments Op. 24”
One of the most important compositions of 
vocal chamber music of the late 20th century, 
a kaleidoscopic world of sound, sense, and 
expression performed by Susan Narucki, 
soprano & Curtis Macomber, violin.

Untitled collage by James Renner ca. 2016

SEPTIC TANK SERVICE CLEANING
Commercial & Residential Septic Pumping

HOUGHTON SANITARY
SERVICE INC.

Family Owned 
for 50 years

Call 802-254-9221
Guilford Ctr. Rd. Guilford, VT

Portable Toilet Rentals
also available
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architect and artist, who died last 
winter,” Brader said.

Shannon earned a master’s de-
gree in architecture from Yale in 
1967 and moved to Vermont to 
begin his career. His work focused 
on sustainable living through cre-
ative design. He began the Fourth 
Corner Foundation in 1995.

Brader has been working with a 
small team to ready a new accessi-
ble gallery to celebrate Shannon’s 
life’s work.

“This large addition to our gal-
lery was a really an overboard so-
lution to a pretty small problem,” 
he said. “We didn’t have handi-
cap access to our top � oor of  the 
gallery, so by creating a system 
of  ramps, it ended up being an 
addition that is 1½ times the size 
of  the original gallery.”

B r a d e r  d e s c r i b e d  h ow 
Shannon, who had already had 
two cancer scares, was aware this 
might be one of  his last projects.

“That made this project even 
more important to him,” he said. 
“Danny Wyman, a talented con-
tractor from Cambridgeport, 
came on board to help. He, his 
brother Dale, and I did about 
80% of  the construction.”

According to the press release, 
the show’s title, “An Architecture 
of  Circumstance,” was Shannon’s 
“description of  his own emergent 
process.”

His work in Vermont “exem-
pli� es both the inventive, ecologi-
cal approach of  the design/build 
movement, as well as a passion 
for the history of  architecture 
itself,” the organization said. 
“People will � nd his concern for 

the environment and his vision 
for sustainable housing are as rel-
evant as ever.”

“What we are showing is a lot 
of  beautiful architectural draw-
ings from throughout Shannon’s 
career, along with restored mod-
els,” said Catherine Despont, 
the retrospective curator for the 
gallery.

“They are very detailed and 
playful,” Despont said.

One example? “We’ve also cre-
ated a few paper doll houses from 
Bob’s plans and laid them out on 
an interactive shelf  for visiting 
children to cut out and make their 
own paper houses,” she noted.

Despont suggested that “Bob 
was first and foremost an ar-
chitect. Seventy percent of  his 
time was spent on architectural 
projects. In the winter, he would 
paint. He was constantly design-
ing and making things: cards, 
pamphlets, models — all kinds of  
things, including photographs of  
the buildings as they went up.”

Included in the show will be 
what Despont describes as “play-
ful ephemera,” including a selec-
tion of  greeting cards designed by 
Shannon, as well as a case study 
on a housing development called 
Grassy Brook in Brookline, for 
which Shannon was the chief  
architect.

Proposed as an “ahead-of-its-
time, solar power, wind power, 
wood-heated a� ordable housing 
community,” Grassy Brook was 
built to three quarters of  comple-
tion before funding ran out. The 
project gathered a lot of  commu-
nity interest and was also covered 

in national media.
In addition to the gallery open-

ing, visitors will be free to ex-
perience the buildings and the 
extensive grounds.

The meticulously tended 
3 acres of  gardens, also of  
Shannon’s design, were executed 
over a period of  years by his part-
ner, Steven Fellows.

Now they are the responsibil-
ity of  landscape designer Kate 
Quarella.

“The goal was always for the 
gardens to intertwine with the 
shapes of  the buildings,” Quarella 
said. “They play with foliage 
colors, mass plantings, and have 
multiple season interest.”

Winding pathways lead to three 
bodies of  water. A bridge over a 
gentle stream guides visitors past 
sculptures and explosions of  color 
through the seasons.

Despont said that these are 
“very unique spaces,” describ-
ing them as “in harmony with the 
surrounding gardens.”

“Some people don’t know how 
to approach Bob’s work, as it has 
patterns everywhere. The space 
asks you to slow down and to take 
your time.”

She added that “the actual 
space, the patterning of  the ma-
terials, the shapes of  the metal 
work, the colorful painting that 
happens between the materials 
used on the buildings complete 
this work of  art.”

The press release explains that 
visitors “will travel up a continu-
ous ramp, though walls of  wood 
lattice specially designed to dis-
play art. The building’s sculptural 

metalwork, colorful patterning, 
and layered textures echo the sen-
sibilities of  Shannon’s painting 
and drawing to create a uniquely 
blended work of  art both inside 
and out.”

A  g r a d u a t e  o f  Ya l e 
Architecture School in the 
late 1960s, Shannon’s work in 
Vermont exemplifies both the 
inventive, ecological approach 
of  the design/build movement as 

well as a passion for the history of  
architecture itself.

The opening of  the gallery 
begins at 5 p.m., and a classi-
cal music concert performed by 
the Windham Philharmonic be-
gins at 7 p.m. Refreshments will 
be served. Attendees are invited 
to pack a picnic and blanket and 
arrive earlier in the afternoon to 
enjoy the grounds. The show will 
remain up for one year. 

 The Fourth Corner Foundation 
gallery, 578 Hitchcock Hill Rd., 
Windham, is open daily, 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., for self-guided tours. 
For guided tours by appoint-
ment and more information, visit 
thefourthcornerfoundation.org
or email  info@4CFoundation.org
to learn more. 

■ Shannon memoriam FROM SECTION FRONT

  COURTESY PHOTO 

The Foundation House as seen from some of  the extensive gardens. 

  MATT BRADER/COURTESY PHOTO 

Outside the new gallery space, from left, are Catherine Despont, retrospective curator; 
Kate Quarella, landscape designer; and Matt Brader, executive director of  Four 
Corners Foundation. 

  COURTESY PHOTO 

A painting by Robert Shannon hung in the new gallery space. 

 ‘Pageant of the Parables’ to 
delight and persuade at Guilford 
Community Park on Aug. 5  

 GUILFORD—An original 
Guilford Community Church 
production of  drama, music, 
and dance,  The Pageant of  the 
Parables , will be performed by 
local talent on Saturday, Aug. 5, 
in the Guilford Community Park 
Pavilion at 7 p.m.

A parable is a short and user-
friendly story in which Jesus il-
lustrated simple truths about 
life. “Ours is a faith that is based 
on stories,” explained Guilford 
Community Church pastor, the 
Rev. Elisa Lucozzi, in a news re-
lease. “One of  the primary ways 
Jesus taught about faith and God’s 
love for us was by using relatable 
metaphors. The parable of  the 

Good Samaritan and the parable 
of  the Prodigal Son are two of  
the most well-known examples 
of  the many parables attributed 
to Jesus.”

By some count, Jesus gave 30 
to 50 parables or stories that take 
something unclear or unpersua-
sive and make them more relat-
able and therefore o� er a deeper 
understanding. “We’re pleased 
to be presenting � ve of  these to 
the community in an engaged and 
creative way,” Lucozzi said.

Pageant Director Sue Owings, 
together with other church mem-
bers, has nursed this vision since 
the pandemic, even before the pa-
vilion was erected. “We thought it 

would be a great way to o� er the 
community a fun, summer eve-
ning, outdoor entertainment for 
people of  all ages,” said Owings.

Tickets will only be available at 
the door with a suggested dona-
tion of  $10–$20. Children under 
12 are free, accompanied by an 
adult. Light refreshments will be 
available. All proceeds from the 
play bene� t the church, which is 
handicapped accessible and ac-
tively supports numerous local 
programs and organizations serv-
ing the wider community.

For more information, contact 
the church o�  ce at 802-257-0994 
or  guilfordchurch@gmail.com . 

 BRATTLEBORO—The 
Brattleboro Music Center 
(BMC) presents a series of  
Summer Salons exploring 
the magic and method be-
hind master musical works.

Led by longtime BMC 
faculty member Moby 
Pearson, the salons will be 
held Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
in the air-conditioned BMC. 
Pearson will share remark-
able recordings of  music 
from across the ages — and 
share new musical perspec-
tives along the way.

The salons and their top-
ics include:

•  Ju l y  2 7  –  Q u a t re 
Compositeurs Francais: 
The music of  four influ-
ential French composers 
whose lives intersected and 
spanned the period from 
1835–1937. They were 
Camille Saint-Saëns, who 
taught Gabriel Fauré, who 
taught Maurice Ravel; and 
Claude Debussy, who was 
somewhat of  a foil to all 
three.

• Aug. 10 – Mozart’s 
Arias for Aloysia: Wolfgang 
fell head over heels for his 
17-year-old student Aloysia 
Weber in 1777. Though 
there was hardly romantic 
reciprocation on her part, 
the seven arias which came 
from their musical connec-
tion reveal a range of  vir-
tues, from exquisite depth 
of  emotion to stunning col-
oratura writing.

• Aug. 24 – Mozart’s Viola 
Quintets in Depth: A “deep 
dive” into Mozart’s viola 
quintets with special guest 
Robbie Merfeld. Study ma-
terials for this will be avail-
able in advance.

RSVP’s are encouraged 
and refreshments provided. 
Suggested donation is $25. 
For more information and 
to register for one or all 
salons, contact the BMC 
at 802-257-4523 or  info@
bmcvt.org . 

 BMC Summer 
Salons explore 
the method 
and magic 
behind the 
music  
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 Brattleboro

   AS A BEGINNER  pickleball 
player, I have noticed 
that our group tends 
to have more fun than 

the advanced players. I could be 
wrong, or I may be biased.

 We laugh a lot and get excited 
over even the slightest victory, 
clicking our paddles in acknowl-
edgment. Our infectious laugh-
ter and occasional spontaneous 
dancing make for a lively and 
enjoyable game. In contrast, the 
advanced group plays in silence, 
focusing solely on the game.

Having fun! Isn’t this what 
recreational pickleball is about?

Playing outdoors on a pub-
lic court during the cool evening 
hours is a delightful experi-
ence. The surrounding trees 

emit a unique and pleasant fra-
grance, while the breeze carries 
the � u�  from the cottonwoods. 
The sound of  plastic whi�  e 
balls popping adds to the serene 
atmosphere.

Despite the cracks and un-
even surfaces on the court, the 
joy of  playing pickleball is all-
encompassing. Even though we 
play on an old tennis court and 
use its original net and mark-
ings, we are grateful to have 
such space.

We also feel grateful that our 

E S S A Y

Isn’t having fun what pickleball is all about?
Our infectious laughter and 
occasional spontaneous 
dancing make for a lively 
and enjoyable game

SHIN (SUE) 
FREEDMAN  is an au-
thor, writer, and educator. 

  STEPHEN JAMES HALL/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS  

A matter ofA matter ofA matter of

survivalsurvival

Everywhere in the world, extreme weather 
due to carbon emissions is becoming the 
norm. Can Vermont’s transportation 
policy be a model for e� ective change?

  MICHAEL DAVIS/U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD  

Montpelier as seen from an Air National Guard helicopter on July 11 shows the Winooski River spilling into 
the streets of  Vermont’s capital city. 
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 Newfane

   I’ M SAD TO SAY  that the re-
cent Viewpoint by Dale 
and Nancy Gassett fails 
three key tests that I always 

found useful when I was in the 
Legislature — regardless of  
whether I was in the minority or 
the majority.

 To summarize, they are out-
raged that a “tyrannical” leg-
islature passed a law allowing 
Brattleboro to have people 
under 18 to vote on local is-
sues, and they demand that 
Brattleboro o�  cials do their 
supposed duty under their con-
stitutional oaths by refusing to 
implement it.

The � rst test I used was the 
MYOB Test. Whenever I re-
ceived calls and emails from 
people in other states telling me 
what I should do, I thought per-
haps I should listen to the folks 
who elected me instead.

For a couple from Vernon 
to demand that Brattleboro of-
� cials do what they personally 
wish regarding Brattleboro’s lo-
cal elections obviously fails that 
little test on its face.

My second test was the 
Hyperbolic Ranting Test. There 
almost always seemed to be a 
direct relationship between the 
strength or weakness of  an ar-
gument and the way it was pre-
sented. This � t in nicely with 
the old legal maxim that if  
you’ve got the law, argue the 
law; if  you’ve got the facts, ar-
gue the facts; but if  you haven’t 
got either one, stand up and 
make a lot of  noise.

Now, I often had occasion 
to di� er with other legisla-
tors — including, at times, with 

some in my own party. But re-
gardless of  all that, I never saw 
any of  the hundreds of  people 
with whom I served up there as 
“arrogant and power-hungry 
tyrants.”

Terms like that � ow through 
the Gassetts’ commentary with 
such tiresome frequency that 
I eventually stopped counting. 
And every time I saw another 
one, I felt more of  the shards 
of  their argument crumbling 
around them as it was weakened 
by all the noise.

The third test — to which 
having failed the Hyperbolic 
Ranting Test directly leads — is 
the Do You Even Begin to Have 
Your Facts Straight Test. Not 
surprisingly, their Viewpoint 
also fails that one on multiple 
counts.

Contrary to what the Gassetts 
claim, it really wasn’t those 
nefarious legislators who 
cooked up the idea of  chang-
ing Brattleboro’s local voting 
age. Charter changes like that 
invariably come about because 
the residents or o�  cials of  the 
a� ected municipality ask the 
Legislature to consider making 
them, just as was the case here.

RICHARD MAREK
is a former Democratic 
member of the Vermont 
House of Representatives, 
where he served from 2002 
to 2015. This piece is in re-
sponse to “Will Brattleboro 
elected o�  cials honor their 
oaths of o�  ce?” [Viewpoint, 
Jul. 19]. 
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■ SEE PICKLEBALL, C2

 Brattleboro

   AFTER  T ROPICAL
S TORM  I RENE  did 
major damage to 
Vermont in 2011, the 

state recognized the need to 
prepare for future storms of  
that magnitude. People started 
to take the idea of  climate-
related weather events more 
seriously.

 In building back our in-
frastructure, the Agency of  
Transportation put in larger 
culverts and stronger bridges, 
and it paid attention to riv-
erbank restoration, among 
other measures. Lessons were 
learned.

Now, a mere 12 years after 

Irene, these improvements 
have been tested with cata-
strophic � ooding. Remediation 
measures protected some 
communities, while others 
su� ered.

Perhaps Brattleboro escaped 
the impact we experienced in 
Irene because of  the amount 
of, or timing of, the rainfall. 
But I also believe that the res-
toration of  the � ood plain 

at Melrose Terrace played 
a role in slowing down the 
Whetstone Brook as it passed 
through its narrow valley.

We will need to take other 
recommended measures to ad-
dress future � ooding in our 
area. A parcel o�  Williams 
Street is just now being 
worked on to take its place as 
another natural � oodplain of  
the Whetstone, after years of  
being cut o�  by an arti� cial 
berm.

However, short of  build-
ing dikes along the Winooski 
River in Montpelier, there is 
little remediation that can pro-
tect our capital city from inun-
dation in the next � ood event. 

The downtown is not much 
higher than the river that runs 
through it.

Many other Vermont com-
munities are built along riv-
ers, and they face this same 
problem.

 E XTREME RAINFALL  events in 
Vermont are happening more 
frequently, with great impact 
to our economy and way of  
life. At the same time, drought 
conditions from last sum-
mer persisted through recent 
months. Flooding, drought, 
higher temperatures, and 
smoke from Canadian wild-
� res are a� ecting our sense of  

MOLLIE BURKE,
a Democrat, represents 
the Windham-8 District 
in the Vermont House of 
Representatives. 

■ SEE TRANSPORTATION, C2

L E G I S L A T I V E  U P D A T E

■ SEE CONSTITUTIONALITY, C2

 R E S P O N S E 

 Legislators, 
o�  cials, or 
citizens don’t 
cherry pick 
their laws 
 ‘For the last 200 years, under our 
system of government, it has been 
the role of the courts to declare what 
is constitutional and what is not’  
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bodies support us to play, and 
we are going to play for as long 
as we can.

RECENTLY, WE hosted out-of-
town pickleball players and 
pros who caught our atten-
tion with their stylish outfits. 
They looked sharp. The story 
was that they had gone around 
the entire USA just to play 
pickleball.

Later, two pro players came 
to conduct a clinic. One wore 
a black skort with ruffles and 
a black top with the company 
logo. We were impressed by 
these women’s skill sets and 
techniques and further intim-
idated by their looks — fit, 
pretty, and well-coordinated 
from head to toe.

Somehow, I felt like meeting 
tennis or golf  celebrities whom 
we see only on TV.

WE SENIORS COME IN all body 
shapes and physical conditions. 

The body types of  pickleball 
players can sometimes be de-
ceiving. However, the most 
amazing and skillful players in 
our town are often those who 
dress simply and comfortably.

What we all have in common 
is that we have salt-and-pepper 
or silver hair, worn as a badge 
of  honor. We may walk slowly, 
but we know how to return 
a drop shot, lob, or are even 
able to return a top-spin ball 
in front of  us. But we can be 
slow-moving.

I wear what is comfortable.

PICKLEBALL FOR SENIORS is 
not just about physical fitness. 
Having fun serves as a part of  
mental stimulus.

I must remind myself  that 
playing mixed doubles is a team 
sport. As a team player, I must 
consider some strategic moves, 
such as shot placement, antici-
pation, and teamwork beyond 
just returning the ball over the 
net.

It is no small activity to keep 
seniors mentally sharp and en-
gaged. We challenge ourselves 
both physically and mentally, 

leading to improved cognitive 
abilities and overall well-being.

Lately, I find myself  playing 
pickleball while silently deep in 
thought about dinking and vol-
leying. No time to laugh. What 
has become of  me?

Overall, pickleball should 
be enjoyable, whether playing 
with a beginner or an advanced 
group. While it’s important 
to take the game seriously, it’s 
equally important to have fun 
and enjoy the experience while 
we can.
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So if  local voices do matter, 
they were heard here.

BEYOND THAT, the Vermont 
Constitution doesn’t actually say 
what they claim it does — set-
ting some absolute voting age 
for Brattleboro.

Section 42 of  the Vermont 
Constitution simply says that 
“Every person of  the full age of  
18 years” who is a U.S. citizen, 
meets a residency requirement, 
is quiet and peaceable, and takes 
the required oath “shall be en-
titled to all the privileges of  a 
voter of  this state.”

Note that little word “all.” It 
doesn’t say that someone under 
that age might not be allowed to 
vote on some more limited mat-
ters on a local basis, just that 
they wouldn’t be allowed to 
vote in state or federal elections 
because they wouldn’t qualify 
for “all the privileges of  a voter 
in this state.”

I’m not personally qualified 
for all of  lots of  things, but that 
doesn’t mean I’m not qualified 
for any of  them!

So, finally, what about 
the Gassetts’ claim that 
Brattleboro’s local officials 
somehow are duty-bound to 

honor their oaths of  office by 
following the Constitution as 
the Gassetts personally choose 
to interpret it?

Well, it should come as no 
surprise that this sort of  argu-
ment — that doing or not do-
ing something would violate the 
Constitution — arises repeat-
edly in legislative debates from 
those who are pushing one posi-
tion or another.

But the answer to all that is 
really quite simple.

For the last 200 years, under 
our system of  government, it 
has been the role of  the courts 
— not of  legislators, public of-
ficials, or individual citizens — 
to declare what is constitutional 
and what is not. Anyone hav-
ing a problem with something 
which directly impacts them 
certainly is free to litigate the 
constitutionality of  the matter, 
but once that has happened, the 
oath of  a public official simply 
requires abiding by the court’s 
decision.

Having everyone’s oath 
somehow require each of  them 
to try to decide the constitu-
tionality of  things on their 
own obviously could only cre-
ate complete chaos. So, unless 

a court decides otherwise, the 
presumption is that enacted 
laws are constitutional and that 
they are to be obeyed.

AND THAT BRINGS US to the real 
reason that the Gassetts can 
only vent in these pages by de-
manding that Brattleboro’s offi-
cials do things that they can’t do 
and shouldn’t even try to.

The Gassetts, being from 
Vernon, have no more legal 
standing to challenge the con-
stitutionality of  Brattleboro’s 
local voting than I would from 
Newfane, because it doesn’t di-
rectly affect us.

Only someone from 
Brattleboro can do that, and ap-
parently no one has.

Which, I think, brings me 
full circle to MYOB.

M an’s capacity 
for justice makes 

democracy possible, but 
man’s inclination to in-
justice makes democ-
racy necessary. 

— Reinhold 
niebuhR

security.
Everywhere in the world, 

extreme weather due to car-
bon emissions is becoming the 
norm.

All this has been predicted 
for over 35 years. Noted cli-
mate scientist James Hansen 
testified about this topic before 
Congress in 1988. Vermonter 
Bill McKibben’s bookThe End 
of  Nature (1989) contained the 
same predictions.

These warnings have fallen 
on the deaf  ears of  many 
policymakers.

DURING MY 15 years as a mem-
ber of  the Transportation 
Committee of  the Vermont 
Legislature, we have worked to 
cut the state’s greenhouse gas 
emissions from the transporta-
tion sector. We have put in place 
incentives for the purchase of  
new and used electric vehicles, 
put money into public transit, 
and built infrastructure to make 
it easier for people to get around 
by bike, by wheelchair, and on 
foot.

Given the scale of  this global 
problem, these measures might 

seem insignificant. But I believe 
we can inspire other towns, cit-
ies, and states to take their own 
actions.

We need to cut the carbon 
emissions that are warming the 
planet and causing extremes of  
temperature and weather.

We need to stop burning fos-
sil fuels now in order to hold to 
the goals of  the Paris Climate 
Agreement: to keep global tem-
perature rise below 1.5 degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial 
levels. We are not currently on 
track to meet those goals, por-
tending disastrous consequences 
for people and their livelihoods.

The scope of  the problem is 
going to require mass mobiliza-
tion at many levels of  govern-
ment and society. We can’t be 
complacent any longer.

Why should the world’s lead-
ing oil companies reap record 
profits while destroying our 
lives?

And why is this even a po-
litical issue? It is a matter of  
survival.

This latest flooding all around 
Vermont is a sober reminder 
that we’re running out of  time.
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Affordable 
housing needs to 
recognize what 
tenants will need

I get it. We need housing.
Windham County needs 

more housing. Vermont needs 
more housing. America needs 
housing! I get it! We all get it!

We especially need hous-
ing for people who have lower 
incomes.

We understand the need is 
very real. Just look at the house-
less community in downtown 
Brattleboro. Oh, yes, the need 
is real. We know that, we see it, 
and we want to do something 
positive about it.

What needs to be understood 
is that solutions need to be just 
as real. Solutions need to ben-
efit the people who will be using 
the housing. Seems obvious, but 
apparently it’s not.

Tiny Putney already has five 
housing projects and now there 
is talk about having another 
low-income housing project go 
up by the Putney Food Co-op.

Imagine you are struggling. 
You don’t have much money. 
You want a job. You want a nice 
safe home, and you want to get 
out of  this poverty cycle.

Social services gives you 
an apartment in Putney. OK. 
Great. You have a roof  over 
your head, a kitchen, and a bed 
to sleep in.

Now you want to get to work. 
Oopsie. No can do. The bus 
runs only a few times a day. You 
don’t have a car because, of  
course, cars are incredibly ex-
pensive. How to get to work? 
How to get back home?

Now you also have to shop 
for food. Well. Hmm.

Oh, and now you have a doc-
tor’s appointment. Need to fig-
ure out transportation for that 
as well. Your kids need some-
thing for school. Not much you 
can do about that.

Because you live miles from 
town, you can forget about 

seeing friends, taking classes, or 
doing anything extra at all. Just 
getting your basic needs of  job, 
food, and medical care is hard 
enough and maybe impossible. 
You have to let go of  the idea of  
doing anything more.

Creating low-income housing 
should not just be about find-
ing a piece of  ground to put an 
apartment building on. Low-
income housing has to be placed 
where people can get to work, 
doctors, and stores. It should be 
where people can have a social 
life and attend special events. 
Low-income housing has to be 
part of  the solution. To know-
ingly have low-income housing 
perpetuate the poverty cycle is 
disgraceful.

I want much more housing 
built in the coming years. I want 
everyone to have a safe home. I 
want everyone who is struggling 
to be given a helping hand. I 
want people to be given a solid 
chance to live a productive, ful-
filling life.

Let’s open our minds to le-
gitimate solutions for people’s 
housing issues and then use all 
that amazing amount of  money 
for that.

Julie Tamler
Putney

Library manages 
extremely 
challenging needs 
with patience, 
compassion

In the 19th and early 20th cen-
tury, the settlement house 

movement in urban areas sought 
to bridge the gap between social 
classes. In these programs, mid-
dle-class community members 
offered their skills and abili-
ties to provide child care, edu-
cation for children and adults, 
health care, and cultural and 
recreational activities for their 
low-income neighbors and for 
immigrant families.

According to the Alliance 
for Strong Families and 

Communities, “These houses 
served as gathering places for 
fostering relationships that 
would serve as the foundation 
for stronger, healthier com-
munities [...].Their advocacy 
efforts also contributed to pro-
gressive legislation on housing, 
child labor, work conditions, 
and health and sanitation.”

In the present day, public li-
braries in many communities 
have by default stepped up to 
fill that role.

As Joyce Marcel’s outstand-
ing article states, libraries are 
one of  the few safe and welcom-
ing public spaces available to 
the increasing numbers of  un-
housed people created by the 
shamefully unequal distribution 
of  wealth in our society.

This has created a tremen-
dous burden for libraries, which 
are woefully underfunded be-
cause of  the common misper-
ception that they are less 
relevant in the digital era.

As our extraordinary library 
director, Starr LaTronica, states 
in the article, some larger mu-
nicipalities have begun to hire 
specially trained social workers 
to help in providing these des-
perately needed services.

In our own small community, 
this very difficult work falls to 
our remarkable staff, who pa-
tiently and compassionately 
manage extremely challenging 
needs on top of  their traditional 
library duties, for which they 
already lack adequate space and 
personnel.

Brattleboro is blessed to have 
as its library director Starr, who 
is a model not only for her staff, 
but for our whole community, 
in consistently and calmly of-
fering respect, dignity, and 
empathy in supporting these 
neighbors.

In addition, our library has 
offered a warm welcome and 
valuable programs to help inte-
grate our many new Americans 
who have sought refuge from 
persecution and despera-
tion in their countries of  ori-
gin. The extent to which this 
work benefits all of  us in build-
ing a stronger community is 
immeasurable.

Our gratitude goes to Joyce 
for her outstanding reportage, 
and to The Commons for bring-
ing to light a level of  need and 
the heroic efforts to address it, 
of  which many in the commu-
nity may be unaware.

I hope this article will inspire 
readers to investigate ways they 
can support Brooks Memorial 
Library in all of  its essential 
work.

Karen Tyler
Brattleboro

The writer is a member of the 
board of trustees for the Brooks 
Memorial Library.

The climate 
clock has 
already run out

RE: “Misguided irrele-
vance” [Viewpoint, Jul. 

19]:
Bill McKibben is a very 

smart man, but he is also com-
pletely misguided in his attacks 
on “Big Oil.”

Everyone needs to stop 
blaming corporations for 
their actions. Shell, BP, and 
ExxonMobil, or whoever, aren’t 
responsible for society’s ad-
diction to oil. They are cer-
tainly not responsible for Bill 
McKibben’s lavish, jetsetting 
lifestyle, in which he person-
ally is responsible for burning 
countless tons of  fossil fuels into 
the upper atmosphere, where 
it does the most damage of  all, 
while getting paid to talk to 
gullible people about his non-
sensical divestment crusade.

The solution to the climate 
crisis is clear, but almost no one 
really wants to take the actions 
that are necessary, and so almost 
no one will. The solution is sim-
ple: Stop burning fossil fuels. 
That’s it. It’s really that simple.

Of  course, the reason why al-
most no one wants to do this is 
because it will completely and 
systematically destroy society 
as we know it, and the only way 
we can do it without creating 
mass chaos has to involve radi-
cal changes to our land tenure 
and taxation policies.

There isn’t sufficient under-
standing of  why this is nec-
essary even among the vast 
majority of  people who are ad-
vocating for change — so there 
is virtually zero political will to 
make it happen, so it won’t hap-
pen. And yet, this is the only 
thing that offers us any measure 
of  hope, at all.

And even if  we were some-
how to magically develop that 
understanding, that political 
consensus and will, it would 
take generations to have any ap-
preciable effect, and we simply 
do not have that kind of  time. 
The clock has already run out. 
Saving human civilization from 
drowning in its own filth is no 
longer a realistic possibility.

Vermonters are among the 
most greedy per capita con-
sumers of  fossil fuels, thanks to 
the state’s cold and rural char-
acter, filled with dilapidated, 
outdated, outmoded, ineffi-
cient building stocks sprawling 
all over the countryside, heated 
mostly with oil, requiring huge 
outlays of  transportation fuels 
to reach, stock, and maintain.

We have to engage in imme-
diate, intensely rapid, radical 
de-growth. We have to imme-
diately and permanently power 
down at least 90% of  human 
activity in the industrialized 

nations in order to have any 
hope that human civilization 
will survive this century in any 
substantive form, at all.

We have to condense human 
settlement into urban forms 
and abandon the single-family 
home American Dream, aban-
don our addiction to privately 
owned and operated automo-
biles, abandon our sense of  en-
titlement to the very notion of  
private property in Nature.

This is the only way. There 
is no other way. We are out of  
time.

Gemma Seymour
Brattleboro

Warming

Shut off air condition-
ing in all government of-

fices in the 10 most offending 
countries*.

Byron Stookey
Brattleboro

* China, U.S., India, Russia, 
Japan, Iran, Germany, South 
Korea, Saudi Arabia, Canada, 
ranked per million tons of car-
bon dioxide generated, per BP 
Statistical Review of  World 
Energy, 2021.

Dover librarian 
always worked 
‘for the good of 
the community’

On July 18, Jodi Keeler, 
chair of  the Dover Free 

Library Trustees, summarily in-
formed John Flores, director of  
the library, that his employment 
had been terminated “for the 
good of  the community.” John 
has been library director for 24 
years — always working “for 
the good of  the community”!

The Dover Free Library, 
under Mr. Flores’s direc-
tion, is one of  the jewels of  
the Deerfield Valley. Over the 
years, he has brought his en-
ergy, warmth, imagination, in-
telligence, and profound love of  
books to our community. As a 
result, the Dover Free Library 
is truly a community treasure.

Mr. Flores established inno-
vative programs, welcomed all 
visitors to the library, and re-
tained a motivated, capable, and 
enthusiastic staff. Ask any pa-
tron of  the the library, or any of  
the many participants of  all ages 
and backgrounds in the varied 
library activities and events, and 
you will surely hear praise, grat-
itude, and appreciation for him.

To our knowledge, the 
Trustees have given no reason 
for firing Mr. Flores, either to 
him or to the community he has 
served so well.

We cannot see how his termi-
nation can, in any way, be “for 
the good of  the community.”

The Trustees owe all of  us 
and Mr. Flores an explanation, 
an apology, and a reversal their 
unseemly decision.

Faith Schuster
West Dover

This letter was co-signed by Ellen 
Bronstein, Newfane.

Thanks to Greater 
Falls Connection 
advisory board 
members

I would like to thank the mem-
bers of  the Greater Falls 

Connections’ advisory board 
for all that they do to support 
our substance use and abuse 
prevention and community 
building work by helping with 
events, coming to the monthly 
meetings, and providing guid-
ance to the staff.

At our recent annual meet-
ing, coalition members re-
elected advisory board members 
Doreen Stoodley, Lama Tomas 
O’Flaherty, Sam Maskell, 
and Michelle Bos-Lun. Alex 
Stradling is returning to the 
board as well.

Joining them is new commu-
nity member Santina Stone.

We are looking for youth 
and young adult board mem-
bers, ages 14 to 25 years old. 
If  you would like to gain im-
portant workplace meeting 
skills, learn more about what 
we do, and help guide GFC’s 
work, please email info@
greaterfallsconnections.org or 
call 802-463-9927.

Greater Falls ConneCtions
Bellows Falls

Neil Allen, executive director

Winston Prouty 
Center raises 
$25,000

I would like to thank the com-
munity for supporting The 

Winston Prouty Center’s an-
nual Par for the Cause fund-
raiser. This year we raised over 
$25,000!

We are grateful to the more 
than 100 businesses and indi-
viduals who supported our fun-
draiser by placing an ad in the 
event program, donating prod-
ucts and services to our raffle, 
or contributing to our family-
fun experience.

This year the event drew 
more than 150 people to our 
campus for a morning of  pre-
tend play, bouncy houses, face 
painting, music and fairy-house 
making, healthy snacks, and so 
much more.

Our community’s generosity 
empowers the Winston Prouty 
Center to promote the success 
of  local children and families.

Chloe Learey
Brattleboro
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LOCALLY OWNED FOR OVER 46 YEARS
WE DO TIRES AND 

ALL UNDER CAR SERVICE

Courtesy cars 
or rides always 

available at 
no cost

VT State Inspection
Check your sticker 
to see if it’s due!

WE SELL WE SELL 
& SERVICE& SERVICE
ALL MAJOR ALL MAJOR 
TIRE BRANDS...
CALL US WITH YOUR NEEDS!CALL US WITH YOUR NEEDS!

FULL SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE $7495

*up to 5 qts

PLUS FREE SAFETY DRIVING CHECK OVER
INCLUDES 30 POINT COURTESY CHECK
• Fluids • Belts • Hoses • Steering • Brakes

• Lights & Much More Upon Request
*($3.00 disposal fee) Most cars. Special diesel oil & fi lter extra. 

Call for an appointment. Offer ends 7/31/23. 
No other discounts apply.

The weather 
is HOT!!!!

CALL TO
SEVICE

YOUR A/C

OIL CHANGE

HELP 
WANTED
Top pay and 

benefi ts.
Come join
our team!
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ACROSS
1 Author __ Behn
6 Compelled

13 Good-natured
20 Easy basket
21 Danish cheese
22 More pathetic
23 Job opening for a

building caretaker?
25 Showed up

undetected
26 Soccer stadium

cheer
27 Not online: Abbr.
28 "Lucy and __" (2022

documentary)
29 BMW alternative
30 Suffix with legal or

crossword
31 Come in for
34 OLED ancestor
37 World's busiest

airport
38 Winning general at

Shiloh
40 Fraught

post-breakup
relations?

44 Elliot Page, e.g.?
47 The right way?
48 Pop's colleague
49 Forgo the big

wedding
50 In favor of
52 "My Fair Lady"

director George
53 Megan Thee Stallion,

notably
56 Car's life story?
61 Namesake of the

ESPY Award for
Courage

62 Grp. in "The Rookie"
64 Member of a

Catholic college
65 Pigpen
66 "Murder on the

Orient Express"
detective

68 Laid-back
69 Insta upload
72 Japanese takeout

lunch
74 Abound (with)
75 First Bond movie
76 Gig for an insult

comic?

80 Completes an
operating system
update, say

82 Vast body
83 Frat guy
84 Louvre Pyramid

architect
85 Q, in

thermodynamics
86 Press hard and

repeatedly
90 The hunt for Red

October, e.g.?
95 Clergy member in a

commercial?
98 Sam of "Jurassic

World Dominion"
99 Pecan or acorn

100 Not smooth
102 Ingredient in some

chips
104 Not just a
107 Welsh equivalent of

Jane
108 Practical joke
110 Director Lupino
111 Game cube
114 Classic European

sports car make
116 Prisoner escaping

from the Tower of
London?

119 Hobbyist
120 Japanese

conglomerate whose
name means "rising
sun"

121 Brand of toy trucks
122 Bureaucratic

headache
123 Not-to-be-repeated

event
124 Medical specialty

DOWN
1 To boot
2 Revolutionary rider

Revere
3 Prize given for being

very energetic?
4 Regret
5 Patriots Day month
6 "Love in the Time of

__" (Gabriel García
Márquez novel)

7 Western hemisphere
grp.

8 Plain to see
9 Speed

10 Like beautiful fall
weather

11 Ballet lead
12 Clamor
13 Takes on
14 "Cake Boss"

confection
15 Dates, e.g.
16 Season-long story

line, say
17 Specialized vehicle?
18 Fragrant garlands
19 Sea eagle
24 Moralistic sorts
29 Tinseltown terrier
32 Pass
33 Shop-__ (brand that

sucks?)
35 Gimli's weapon
36 Ocular
37 "Finally!"
39 Protein in

sundubu-jjigae

41 Like a GI peeling
potatoes

42 Lye, to chemists
43 Lively
45 What a tennis player

can't touch during a
point

46 Campus drilling org.
49 Ages
51 Go all over
52 Stick in your __
54 "Moving right __..."
55 Yogurt dish
56 Photoshop maker
57 Butler of "Grace

Under Fire"
58 Not up to much
59 Gretzky, for most of

the 1980s
60 Kitschy garden

figure
63 __ rock (Rush genre)
66 Philly Ivy

67 The Great Pyramid
or Taj Mahal

69 Massage therapist's
vigorous treatment?

70 Determined
71 "__ fan tutte"

(Mozart opera)
72 "Get lost!"
73 Zoomer's parents,

perhaps
75 __ effect (chain

reaction)
76 2022 FIFA World Cup

host city
77 __ coffee
78 Sewer line?
79 Subject of an article?
81 Muscles worked in

curls, for short
86 Vary one's routine
87 `Holiday Inn` star
88 Amaze
89 She/__ pronouns
91 Implore

92 Nintendo avatar
93 Forbidden
94 Backless sandal
96 Lipton rival
97 Come back into, as a

Zoom call
101 "Inferno" author
103 "Inferno" division
104 Skier's transport
105 Empiricist

philosopher David
106 "My word!"
109 Smartphone

precursors
112 Pitch-black
113 "A Visit From the

Goon Squad" author
Jennifer

115 QB's pass
116 John of the "Harold

and Kumar" films
117 "The L Word"

network
118 Driver's lic. datum
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1 Author __ Behn
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13 Good-natured
20 Easy basket
21 Danish cheese
22 More pathetic
23 Job opening for a

building caretaker?
25 Showed up

undetected
26 Soccer stadium

cheer
27 Not online: Abbr.
28 "Lucy and __" (2022

documentary)
29 BMW alternative
30 Suffix with legal or

crossword
31 Come in for
34 OLED ancestor
37 World's busiest

airport
38 Winning general at

Shiloh
40 Fraught

post-breakup
relations?

44 Elliot Page, e.g.?
47 The right way?
48 Pop's colleague
49 Forgo the big

wedding
50 In favor of
52 "My Fair Lady"

director George
53 Megan Thee Stallion,

notably
56 Car's life story?
61 Namesake of the

ESPY Award for
Courage

62 Grp. in "The Rookie"
64 Member of a

Catholic college
65 Pigpen
66 "Murder on the

Orient Express"
detective

68 Laid-back
69 Insta upload
72 Japanese takeout

lunch
74 Abound (with)
75 First Bond movie
76 Gig for an insult

comic?

80 Completes an
operating system
update, say

82 Vast body
83 Frat guy
84 Louvre Pyramid

architect
85 Q, in

thermodynamics
86 Press hard and

repeatedly
90 The hunt for Red

October, e.g.?
95 Clergy member in a

commercial?
98 Sam of "Jurassic

World Dominion"
99 Pecan or acorn

100 Not smooth
102 Ingredient in some

chips
104 Not just a
107 Welsh equivalent of

Jane
108 Practical joke
110 Director Lupino
111 Game cube
114 Classic European

sports car make
116 Prisoner escaping

from the Tower of
London?

119 Hobbyist
120 Japanese

conglomerate whose
name means "rising
sun"

121 Brand of toy trucks
122 Bureaucratic

headache
123 Not-to-be-repeated

event
124 Medical specialty

DOWN
1 To boot
2 Revolutionary rider

Revere
3 Prize given for being

very energetic?
4 Regret
5 Patriots Day month
6 "Love in the Time of

__" (Gabriel García
Márquez novel)

7 Western hemisphere
grp.

8 Plain to see
9 Speed

10 Like beautiful fall
weather

11 Ballet lead
12 Clamor
13 Takes on
14 "Cake Boss"

confection
15 Dates, e.g.
16 Season-long story

line, say
17 Specialized vehicle?
18 Fragrant garlands
19 Sea eagle
24 Moralistic sorts
29 Tinseltown terrier
32 Pass
33 Shop-__ (brand that

sucks?)
35 Gimli's weapon
36 Ocular
37 "Finally!"
39 Protein in

sundubu-jjigae

41 Like a GI peeling
potatoes

42 Lye, to chemists
43 Lively
45 What a tennis player

can't touch during a
point

46 Campus drilling org.
49 Ages
51 Go all over
52 Stick in your __
54 "Moving right __..."
55 Yogurt dish
56 Photoshop maker
57 Butler of "Grace

Under Fire"
58 Not up to much
59 Gretzky, for most of

the 1980s
60 Kitschy garden

figure
63 __ rock (Rush genre)
66 Philly Ivy

67 The Great Pyramid
or Taj Mahal

69 Massage therapist's
vigorous treatment?
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(Mozart opera)
72 "Get lost!"
73 Zoomer's parents,
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75 __ effect (chain
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76 2022 FIFA World Cup

host city
77 __ coffee
78 Sewer line?
79 Subject of an article?
81 Muscles worked in

curls, for short
86 Vary one's routine
87 `Holiday Inn` star
88 Amaze
89 She/__ pronouns
91 Implore

92 Nintendo avatar
93 Forbidden
94 Backless sandal
96 Lipton rival
97 Come back into, as a

Zoom call
101 "Inferno" author
103 "Inferno" division
104 Skier's transport
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106 "My word!"
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Across
 1. Author __ Behn
 6. Compelled
 13. Good-natured
 20. Easy basket
 21. Danish cheese
 22. More pathetic
 23. Job opening for a 

building caretaker?
 25. Showed up undetected
 26. Soccer stadium cheer
 27. Not online: Abbr.
 28. “Lucy and __” (2022 

documentary)
 29. BMW alternative
 30. Su� ix with legal 

or crossword
 31. Come in for
 34. OLED ancestor
 37. World’s busiest airport
 38. Winning general at Shiloh
 40. Fraught post-

breakup relations?
 44. Elliot Page, e.g.?
 47. The right way?
 48. Pop’s colleague
 49. Forgo the big wedding
 50. In favor of
 52. “My Fair Lady” 

director George
 53. Megan Thee 

Stallion, notably
 56. Car’s life story?
 61. Namesake of the ESPY 

Award for Courage
 62. Grp. in “The Rookie”
 64. Member of a 

Catholic college
 65. Pigpen
 66. “Murder on the Orient 

Express” detective
 68. Laid-back
 69. Insta upload
 72. Japanese takeout lunch
 74. Abound (with)
 75. First Bond movie
 76. Gig for an insult comic?
 80. Completes an operating 

system update, say
 82. Vast body
 83. Frat guy
 84. Louvre Pyramid architect
 85. Q, in thermodynamics
 86. Press hard and repeatedly
 90. The hunt for Red 

October, e.g.?
 95. Clergy member in 

a commercial?
 98. Sam of “Jurassic 

World Dominion”
 99. Pecan or acorn
 100. Not smooth
 102. Ingredient in some chips
 104. Not just a
 107. Welsh equivalent of Jane
 108. Practical joke
 110. Director Lupino
 111. Game cube
 114. Classic European 

sports car make
 116. Prisoner escaping from 

the Tower of London?
 119. Hobbyist
 120. Japanese conglomerate 

whose name means 
“rising sun”

 121. Brand of toy trucks
 122. Bureaucratic headache
 123. Not-to-be-repeated event
 124. Medical specialty

Down
 1. To boot
 2. Revolutionary rider Revere
 3. Prize given for being 

very energetic?
 4. Regret

 5. Patriots Day month
 6. “Love in the Time of 

__” (Gabriel García 
Márquez novel)

 7. Western hemisphere grp.
 8. Plain to see
 9. Speed
 10. Like beautiful fall weather
 11. Ballet lead
 12. Clamor
 13. Takes on
 14. “Cake Boss” confection
 15. Dates, e.g.
 16. Season-long story line, say
 17. Specialized vehicle?
 18. Fragrant garlands
 19. Sea eagle
 24. Moralistic sorts
 29. Tinseltown terrier
 32. Pass
 33. Shop-__ (brand 

that sucks?)
 35. Gimli’s weapon
 36. Ocular
 37. “Finally!”
 39. Protein in sundubu-jjigae
 41. Like a GI peeling potatoes
 42. Lye, to chemists
 43. Lively
 45. What a tennis player can’t 

touch during a point
 46. Campus drilling org.
 49. Ages
 51. Go all over
 52. Stick in your __
 54. “Moving right __...”
 55. Yogurt dish
 56. Photoshop maker
 57. Butler of “Grace 

Under Fire”
 58. Not up to much
 59. Gretzky, for most 

of the 1980s
 60. Kitschy garden figure
 63. __ rock (Rush genre)
 66. Philly Ivy
 67. The Great Pyramid 

or Taj Mahal
 69. Massage therapist’s 

vigorous treatment?
 70. Determined

 71. “__ fan tutte” 
(Mozart opera)

 72. “Get lost!”
 73. Zoomer’s parents, perhaps
 75. __ e� ect (chain reaction)
 76. 2022 FIFA World 

Cup host city
 77. __ co� ee
 78. Sewer line?
 79. Subject of an article?
 81. Muscles worked in 

curls, for short
 86. Vary one’s routine
 87. `Holiday Inn` star
 88. Amaze
 89. She/__ pronouns
 91. Implore
 92. Nintendo avatar
 93. Forbidden
 94. Backless sandal

 96. Lipton rival
 97. Come back into, 

as a Zoom call
 101. “Inferno” author
 103. “Inferno” division
 104. Skier’s transport
 105. Empiricist 

philosopher David
 106. “My word!”
 109. Smartphone precursors
 112. Pitch-black
 113. “A Visit From the Goon 

Squad” author Jennifer
 115. QB’s pass
 116. John of the “Harold 

and Kumar” films
 117. “The L Word” network
 118. Driver’s lic. datum

P U B L I C AT I O N  O F  T H E  C O M M O N S  C R O S S W O R D  I S  U N D E RW R I T T E N  B Y

Hi, my name is Curly! I came in as a stray so not much is 
known about my previous life. I do have a few behavior 
issues and would need an experienced adopter. I seem 
ok with other dogs outside of my territory, but I should 
live without them in my home. I would do best in a home 
without any kids. Cats are unknown a slow introduction 
would be best. 

Hi there! I’m Turtle, I’m a sweet older gal with the cutest 
little head tilt! I came in as a stray so not much is known 
about my background but I’ve been friendly and lovey 
with people so far! I was found outside, but with my 
head tilt I should stay indoor as much as possible since 
I may not be able to run as fast as a normal kitty. The 
staff here isn’t totally sure what causes my head tilt 
but it doesn’t seem to bother me and it’s likely how I’ve 

been my whole life. I don’t seem to mind other cats so I might be able 
to have a feline friend in my new home. Dogs and children are unknown 
so introductions should be gradual and everyone should be cat-savvy. 
Come make me the happiest girl alive and adopt me today!

A recording oasis in the foothills of Southern Vermont

www.guilfordsound.com       802-254-4511       info@guilfordsound.com

Ad graciously sponsored by: 

GUILFORD SOUND
guilfordsound.com

802-254-4511
info@guilfordsound.com

916 West River Rd, Brattleboro, VT
802-254-2232 • wchs4pets.org

PETS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION
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   WHEN  Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt 
uttered his fa-
mous phrase, “The 

only thing we have to fear is 
fear itself,” at his � rst inau-
gural address in 1933, he rec-
ognized that fear of  the Great 
Depression could paralyze peo-
ple and interfere with ways 
to address an unprecedented 
economic crisis. He realized 
that catastrophic thinking and 
overwhelming anxiety had the 
power to harm his plan for eco-
nomic (and political) recovery.

 He recognized, as Auschwitz 
survivor Viktor Frankl did, that 
“between stimulus and response 
there is a space. In that space 
is our power to choose our re-
sponse. In our response lies our 
growth and our freedom.”

FDR and Frankl were both 
right, and in many ways, we 
� nd ourselves in that space 
where fear and insecurity re-
side, inhibiting our ability to 
respond appropriately and ef-
fectively to the political, eco-
nomic, and emotional situation 
we � nd ourselves in as a nation 
as we approach the most crucial 
election of  our time.

 I N HIS  1941 State of  the Union 
address, FDR also said that 
there was “nothing mysteri-
ous about the foundations of  
a healthy and strong democ-
racy.” He noted that he looked 
forward to “a world founded 
upon four essential human free-
doms,” as  The New York Times  
columnist Jamelle Bouie has 
pointed out. 

The freedom of  speech and 
expression, the freedom of  ev-
ery person to worship individ-
ually, the freedom from want, 
and the freedom from fear. 
These values “were the guiding 
lights of  Roosevelt’s New Deal, 
and they remained the guid-
ing lights of  his administration 
through the trials of  World War 
II,” as Bouie reminds us.

In his column, Bouie also 
enumerated four freedoms 
that today’s Republican party 
embraces.

They are, he says, the free-
dom to control, the freedom to 
exploit, the freedom to censor, 
and the freedom to menace.

“Roosevelt’s four freedoms,” 
he claims, “were the building 
blocks of  a humane society — 
a social democratic aspiration 
for egalitarians then and now. 
These Republican freedoms 
are also building blocks not of  
a humane society but of  a rigid 
and hierarchical one, in which 
you can either dominate or be 
dominated.”

It’s a parallel vision of  a fu-
ture in which we do not have 
the basic freedoms and human 
rights that FDR espoused.

 S HOULD THE  Republicans 
win the White House and the 
Congress next year, we will � nd 
ourselves living in a theocratic, 
oppressive country driven by 
oligarchs and dictators who em-
brace fear, violence, and autoc-
racy with absolutely no regard 
for fundamental freedom, pri-
vacy, or self-determination. 

So let’s think about some of  
the freedoms that should drive 

us to the polls in droves next 
November. First and foremost 
are the freedom from fear and 
the menace of  gun violence 
as we walk the streets, attend 
houses of  worship or schools, or 
as we simply go to the market, 
the movies, or the mall.

Let us also think about the 
urgency of  freedom to con-
trol our bodies and our futures 
as we remember the women 
and girls who have been denied 
bodily autonomy and privacy 
and who have su� ered and died 
as a result of  forced pregnancy 
because the state owns their 
wombs.

Let us remember the women 
jailed for miscarriage, the 
health providers who live in 
fear of  losing their licenses (or 
worse), and the mothers, sis-
ters, friends, and advocates who 
could well be imprisoned for 
driving someone to the airport 
or across a state line.

Let us remember the free-
dom to speak openly and hon-
estly; the freedom to gather, 
as guaranteed by the First 
Amendment; the freedom from 
censorship so that we can read 
books we choose; the free-
dom to worship in our own 
ways; and the freedom to keep 
our children free from want, 
whether it’s food or healthcare 
or the right to be who they are.

Let our friends and families 
be free to live in the houses and 
neighborhoods they wish, be 
they Chinese, Syrian, Cuban, 
Muslim, Jewish, or other than 
straight.

Let there be an end to oth-
erness, persecution, blinding 
stereotyping, and ungrounded 
assumptions that strike fear in 
the hearts of  so many of  us in 
this time.

Let us be free from � nancial 
and physical exploitation in the 
workplace, especially when that 
exploitation involves children.

And let us be free from will-
ful prejudice, evil intentions, 
unenlightened faux leaders, 
and restrictive political actions 
that inhibit democracy, human 
rights, and social justice once 
and for all.

And let us remember the 
wisdom of  Nelson Mandela, 
who said that “to be free is not 
merely to cast o�  one’s chains, 
but to live in a way that respects 
and enhances the freedom of  
others.”

Consider Mandela’s words 
with the wisdom of  Dag 
Hammarskjöld, former gen-
eral secretary of  the United 
Nations, who so wisely noted 
that “Freedom from fear’ could 
be said to sum up the whole 
philosophy of  human rights.”

It’s a philosophy we need 
to value, remember, and em-
brace. We are called upon it in 
this moment and in the days to 
come to do the right thing for 
future generations. 

 C O L U M N 

 Which four 
freedoms? 
 Republicans have a parallel 
vision of a future in which we do 
not have the basic freedoms and 
human rights that FDR espoused  

ELAYNE 
CLIFT  ( elayne-
cli� .com ) has 
written about 
women, poli-

tics, and social issues from 
the earliest days of this 
newspaper. 

  WIKIMEDIA COMMONS 

An inscription of  the “Four Freedoms” at the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, Washington D.C. 



Great opportunity for starting or expanding your 
investment portfolio. 
Good rental income and affordable property. 
Nice location. 
Good parking for tenants and private porches for unit 1 and for unit 2. 
Minimal yard maintenance. 
Fully rented.

EXCLUSIVE: $145,000 

Ask for Sue
802-257-7979 x 2

255 Western Ave, Brattleboro, VT
www.bellvillerealty.com

      

      255 WESTERN AVENUE 
      BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 
     WWW.BELLVILLEREALTY.COM 
     802-257-7979 
 

        
 

 

 This cozy oasis, nestled behind a row of 
ornamental trees is move in ready! This 
comfortable three bedroom cape has a 
cheerful, spacious kitchen with butcher 
block counter tops and wood floors 
throughout. There is a deck, a level back 
yard, a one car garage and a paved 
driveway. Bring your furniture and your 
recipes, snuggle in and make this house 
your home. This pleasant neighborhood 
is an easy walk to downtown, the 
hospital and Oak Grove and Brattleboro 
High Schools. 

$176,500 : CALL SUSAN BELLVILLE 802-
257-7979 X2 

  The Vermont American 
Legion Baseball tour-
nament began on July 
22 after a hectic week 

of  make-up games for many 
teams.

 Persistently rainy weather 
this summer jumbled the regu-
lar season schedule. Brattleboro 
Post 5 was fortunate to be able 
to get their games played with-
out resorting to multiple dou-
bleheaders, while Bellows Falls 
Post 37 saw too many postpone-
ments in the � rst half  of  the 
season.

For Post 37, this meant hav-
ing to scramble in between 
storms to make up games, and it 
took a toll on Bellows Falls.

While Post 5 wrapped up its 
regular league schedule on July 
16, and just had one non-league 
tune-up game — a 4-1 loss 
to Concord, New Hampshire 
on July 19 — heading into the 
tournament, Bellows Falls had a 
whole bunch of  games to make 
up in less than one week with 
just a very slim chance of  being 
one of  the four teams from the 
Southern Division to advance.

Post 37 had to start the week 
with forfeits to Rutland Post 
31 and Manchester Union 
Underground. Combined with 
getting swept by Bennington 
Post 13 in a July 15 double-
header at Spinelli Field, it 
� nished Post 37’s chance of  get-
ting into the tournament.

Post 37’s season ended on 
July 20 at Hadley Field as Lakes 
Region, White River Junction 
Post 84, and Bellows Falls 
played in a three-team double-
header, where each team played 
each other once, along with the 
conclusion of  a suspended game 
between Lakes Region and Post 
84.

All these games had play-
o�  implications for Rutland, 
Lakes Region, and White River 
Junction, since only one of  the 
three would claim the fourth 
and � nal playo�  spot in the 
Southern Division.

Bellows Falls won the 

opening game, 6-5, against Post 
84, before Lakes Region de-
feated Bellows Falls, 9-2. The 
Lakers went on to win the com-
pletion of  their suspended game 
with White River Junction 2-1, 
with Post 84 winning the full 
game 15-1 in � ve innings to 
wrap up a busy day and night at 
Hadley.

It left Bellows Falls with a 
4-11 record and last place in 
the Southern Division, while 
Lakes Region got the No. 3 seed 
in the Southern Division, just 
barely ahead of  fourth-seeded 
Bennington. Manchester got 
the second seed.

• Brattleboro entered the 
double-elimination tournament 
as the South’s top seed with a 
16-2 league record. They faced 
Addison County, the Northern 
Division No. 4 seed, in their 
opening game on July 22 and 
cruised to a 16-6 win in six 
innings.

The game was tied 6-6 in the 
fourth inning when Brattleboro 
snu� ed out an Addison rally 
thanks to a spectacular running 
catch by center � elder Zinabu 
McNeice. Energized by that big 
play, Post 5 then scored 10 un-
answered runs to win the game.

Post 5 started out with a 6-1 
lead thanks to a two-run dou-
ble by Turner Clews in the � rst 
inning. They added four more 
runs in the second thanks to hits 
by Aiden Davis, Evan Wright, 
Sam Bogart and Harper Cutler. 
In all, Post 5 batters had 16 hits 
of  Addison County’s pitchers.

Davis was the starting pitcher 

for Brattleboro and gave way to 
Jayke Glidden in the fourth in-
ning. Alex Bingham � nished up 
in the sixth to accomplish coach 
Eric Libardoni’s goal of  con-
serving his pitching sta�  for the 
rest of  the tournament.

That win set up a game 
on July 23 against Lakes 
Region, which shut out South 
Burlington, 3-0, in their 
opening game on July 22. 
Brattleboro won that game, 
12-8.

Brattleboro took control early 
by scoring six runs in the � rst 
two innings. Clews had a cou-
ple of  stolen bases, Davis hit 
a two-run double, and Wright 
hit an RBI single. Clews stayed 
busy in the � fth inning, hitting 
a home run to key a � ve-run 
outburst. He � nished a double 
away from hitting for the cycle.

Post 5 starting pitcher Jolie 
Glidden went 3 1/3 innings to 
earn the win, with Bingham 
and Eric Kurucz � nishing up in 
relief.

That victory set up a rematch 
against last year’s state cham-
pion, Essex Post 91, on July 24. 
Essex, which entered the tour-
nament with a 18-0 league re-
cord to claim the top seed in 
the Northern Division, clob-
bered Post 5, 16-0, in � ve in-
nings. We’ll have more about 
that game and the conclusion of  
the tournament in next week’s 
roundup.

• The Southern Division 
All-Star team was announced 
during the tournament and 
Brattleboro had � ve selections 
— Turner Clews at catcher, 
Jackson Emery at � rst base, 
Alex Bingham at utility � elder, 
and Jayke and Jolie Glidden 
as pitchers. Aidan Davis was 
named the Southern Division’s 
Player of  the Year.

 Little League roundup 
• The Brattleboro 12-U All-

Stars got o�  to a rough start in 
the state tournament in North 
Burlington.

In the opening game of  pool 

play on July 22, St. Johnsbury 
shut out Brattleboro, 10-0. The 
following day, Brattleboro faced 
Lamoille County and was shut 
out again in a 3-0 loss.

Brattleboro now faces an 
elimination round game on July 
28 against St. Johnsbury, which 
lost 13-0 to Champlain Valley in 
a four-inning game on July 23. 
The winner of  that game then 
faces Champlain Valley for the 
championship on July 29 and 
July 30 (if  necessary).

• The Brattleboro 10-U All 
Stars won the opener of  their 
double-elimination tourna-
ment in Essex on July 22, beat-
ing the Barre Red squad, 6-2. 
Brattleboro then played Essex 
Town on July 23 and lost, 7-4.

Brattleboro will have a re-
match with Barre Red in the 
elimination round on July 28. 
The winner will then face Essex 
Town for the state title on July 
29 and July 30 (if  necessary).

• It’s not too soon to be think-
ing about fall baseball. The 
Brattleboro Little League will 
be holding Fall Ball registration 
for boys and girls on Aug. 1, 2, 
3, 8, 9, and 10 at South Main 
Street Field. They will be there 
from 4 to 6 p.m. each day. The 
sign-up fee is $20,

Fall Ball is the next step 
up from Small Fry, and this 
program is open to players 
from Brattleboro, Guilford, 
Vernon, Dummerston, Putney, 
Newfane, Townshend, Halifax, 
Dover, Wilmington, Wardsboro, 
and Marlboro; Hinsdale, 
Chester� eld, and Spo� ord, New 
Hampshire; and Green� eld, 
Bernardston, Leyden, Gill, and 
Colrain, Massachusetts.

 Brattleboro loses 
in Babe Ruth 13-U 
championship game 

• The Brattleboro Babe 
Ruth 13-U baseball team 
made it all the way to the state 

championship game before los-
ing to Central Vermont, 12-7, 
on July 19 in Winooski.

Brattleboro advanced to 
the championship game with 
a 3-1 win in eight innings 
over St. Johnsbury on July 17. 
Brattleboro broke a 1-1 tie in 
the top of  the eighth by scor-
ing a pair of  runs on consecu-
tive walks.

Central Vermont, a 
Washington County-based 
team, had beaten Brattleboro in 
19-5 in pool play earlier in the 
tournament.

In the championship game, 
Brattleboro started strong by 
scoring runs in the � rst and 
third innings to take a 2-0 lead. 
Central Vermont then scored six 
runs in the bottom of  the third 
to take the lead to stay.

Brattleboro twice tried 
to close the gap on Central 
Vermont in the late innings, but 
Central Vermont � nished the 
job with four runs in the sixth 
inning. With the win, Central 
Vermont advanced to the 
New England Tournament in 
Rochester, New Hampshire.

 Guild strikes gold 
twice at National 
Senior Games 

• Matt Guild, a Saxtons 
River native who competed 
in cross country and track & 
� eld at Bellows Falls Union 
High School, brought home a 
pair of  gold medals at the 2023 
National Senior Games held 
earlier this month in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.

Guild, who will turn 60 later 
this year, clocked 2:20.27 in the 
800-meter race and followed 
that up with a time of  4:49.84 
in the 1,500 meters. The two 
wins in the men’s 60-64 age di-
vision were Guild’s � rst gold 
medals at the Senior Games.

He then competed in the 
men’s 55-59 age division at 

the USATF National Masters 
Championships last week in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 
Guild � nished second in the 800 
in 2:17.40 and was sixth in the 
1,500 in 4:45.73.

 Senior bowling 
roundup 

• Week 12 of  the spring/sum-
mer season of  the Brattleboro 
Senior Bowling League at 
Brattleboro Bowl on July 20 saw 
Five Pins (40-20) have a 5-0 
week to move into � rst place. 
Turkeys (39-21) had a 0-5 
week to fall into a tie for sec-
ond with Slo Movers (also 39-
21). No Splits (37.5-22.5) is still 
in third, followed by Skippers 
(36.5-23.5), Stayin’ Alive 
(28.5-31.5), The Bowlers (26-
34), High Rollers (26-34), and 
Wrecking Crew (23.5-36.5).

Nancy Dalzell had the wom-
en’s high handicap game (259) 
and series (694). Chuck Adams 
had the men’s high handicap 
game (278), while Fred Bump 
had the high handicap series 
(666). Five Pins had the high 
team handicap game (875) and 
series (2,518).

Chuck Adams led the men’s 
scratch scoring with a 624 se-
ries that featured games of  278 
and 188. Robert Rigby had a 
622 series, with games of  221, 
215, and 187. Milt Sherman had 
a 554 series with a 231 game, 
while Warren Corriveau Sr. had 
a 501 series with a 199 game. 
Pete Cross and Al Dascomb 
each had a 196 game, while 
Fred Bump had a 186 game and 
Gary Montgomery had a 182 
game.

Nancy Dalzell had the wom-
en’s high scratch game (203) 
and series (526). She also had a 
181 game. Vicki Butynski had 
a 165 game and Shirley Aiken 
rolled a 164. 
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 Post 5 sweeps through 
opening games of 
Legion tourney  

 Brattleboro 
Post 5 center 
� elder Zinabu 
McNeice 
runs down a 
long � y ball 
in the fourth 
inning of  their 
American 
Legion 
Baseball state 
tournament 
game against 
Addison 
County on 
July 22 in 
Castleton. 
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Brattleboro Post 5’s Aidan Davis was named the Southern Division’s Player of  the Year. 
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RANDOLPH 
T. HOLHUT , 
deputy editor of 
this newspaper, has 
written this column 

since 2010 and has covered 
sports in Windham County 
since the 1980s. Readers can 
send him sports information 
at  news@commonsnews.
org . 
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