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Kitchen Exhaust 

603-762-3433
durlingcleaning.com

WINTER
FARMERS’ MARKET

Saturdays 10-2

Open thru March

60 Austine Dr.

SNAP STILL

Turns $10 into $30!

WINTER 
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ON NOW! 

THE SHOE TREE
Main St. Brattleboro

802-254-8515

VT STATE 
INSPECTIONS
No appt. needed 

during business hrs. 

GOUIN SERVICES
802-257-1800

500 Guilford Street
Brattleboro

Green River 
Bridge Inn
Friday Dinner
Sunday Brunch

www.GRBInn.com
802-490-2632

Tuxedo & Suit 
Rentals

For weddings, 
proms & more

Vermont Artisan Designs
106 Main St. Brattleboro

802-257-7044

Brattleboro 
Music Center

Palaver Strings
Nightingale in a Tree

Friday, February 2, 
7:00 pm

bmcvt.org

BUYING-SELLING 
Coins, Paper $, Vintage 
Sports, Pokemon Cards,

Comic Books 
SATURDAY, FEB. 10

9AM-3PM
HOLIDAY INN, 
PUTNEY RD.

802-379-2353

Come join the 
1-year anniversary 
celebration at the 
Guilford Country 

Store on Thursday,
February 1st!

See calendar listing 
for details.

Apres Ski or
Cold Weather Escape
Come bowl with us

Fun for the whole family

BRATTLEBORO 
BOWL

865 Putney Road
802-257-1177

Celebrating 750 issues 
of The Commons!

This is your chance to 
get your very own “I read 
The Commons” sticker!

Visit commonsnews.org
and look for the ad 

to enter - the first 75 
people get a sticker!

BRADLEY HOUSE
RESIDENTIAL CARE

SICK OF SHOVELING?
LET US DO IT 

FOR YOU!
ROOMS & RESPITE

AVAILABLE
802-254-5524

COOK 
WANTED 

at the 
Brattleboro VFW 
40 Black Mt. Rd. 

Apply at the VFW.

Looking for 
newspapers 
to re-use?

Call The Commons!
1-888-511-5150

Please keep your 
neighbors safely 
warm this winter.  
Donate to WINDHAM 

COUNTY HEAT FUND 

63 Cedar St., Brattleboro, 

VT 05301 or visit BS&L 

Every cent goes to 
those in need.

RESERVE THIS 
AD SPACE

Your ad will be one of
the first readers see
for only $35/week!

Contact us:
ads@commonsnews.org

1-888-511-5150
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 WSESD: ‘No further comment likely’ 
after lengthy sexual abuse investigation 
 Community members — and survivors — slam district’s terse 
statement drawing years-long investigation to a close with no 
conclusions or public information; previous members say board is 
gagged by a legal system that ‘isn’t designed to protect victims’  

 By Virginia Ray
  The Commons

  BRATTLEBORO—More 
than two years  after  the 
Windham Southeast School 
District hired an attorney to 
investigate allegations of  sex-
ual abuse in the district, the 
investigation has apparently 
come to an abrupt ending, cre-
ating disappointment, sadness, 
frustration, and anger in the 
community.

At the WSESD board’s Jan. 
23 meeting, Chair Kelly Young 
read a brief  statement:

“This Board engaged Aimee 
Goddard, Esq. to conduct a 
privileged and con� dential in-
vestigation. Attorney Goddard 
analyzed allegations of  sexual 
assault, sexual abuse, sexual 
harassment, and retaliation. 
Attorney Goddard has made 
con� dential factual � ndings,” 
the statement started.

The board, it said, “has relied 
on Attorney Goddard’s find-
ings and other information to 

improve District policies and 
practices, and to take other ac-
tion necessary to protect stu-
dents, employees, and other 
members of  the educational 
community.”

“While we anticipate that this 
statement may be a disappoint-
ment to some, we do not expect 
to make any further comment 
on the investigation,” the state-
ment concluded. “Thank you to 
those of  you who participated in 
the investigation.”

Attorney Martha Carol, at-
tending the meeting via Zoom, 
said it was “an injustice to sur-
vivors to not release further 
information.”

“The community needs ac-
countability to heal, and I think 
this leaves people feeling alone,” 
said Carol, an associate at-
torney with the Justice Law 
Collaborative, which repre-
sents � ve individuals who have 
alleged sexual abused or ha-
rassment by school district 
employees.

“So this is a disappointing 

outcome, and I think it’s al-
lowing secrecy and injustice to 
continue,” she said.

The Commons  has reported 
the sexual harassment of  a for-
mer student, identi� ed in these 
pages as “Jane Doe,” that re-
sulted in former Brattleboro 
Union High School Principal 
Steve Perrin’s � ring.  [Editor’s 
note: The newspaper does not 
identify victims of  sexual or do-
mestic violence in print. Doe’s 
identity has been confirmed by 
Reporter Virginia Ray.]

Perrin is currently suing the 
board, and his case is in the dis-
covery stage.

Since the investigation 
started, several people, includ-
ing Brattleboro High School 
alum and survivor Mindy 
Haskins Rogers, who unveiled 
the decades-long history and 
culture of  sexual abuse in the 
district in her August 2021 essay 
in  The Commons , have asked for 
information at meetings.

Those requests included 

  BCTV 

Windham Southeast School District Board Chair Kelly Young, having just read a 
statement from the board announcing that the board would likely not ever comment 
about the sexual abuse investigation, responds to a survivor who was participating 
remotely in the Jan. 23 meeting. ■ SEE WSESD ENDS PROBE, A4

Vt. Abenaki talk about controversy over legitimacy
At a community discussion in 
Westminster West, members of 
state-recognized bands discuss the 
Canadian tribes’ assertions that Vermont 
bands are not ‘the true Abenaki’ 
 By Robert F. Smith
  The Commons

  WESTMINSTER WEST—
Several members and allies of  the 
Southern Vermont Elnu Abenaki 
held a packed informational meet-
ing on Jan. 21 in response to con-
troversies regarding their tribal 
integrity and to answer questions 
about this from the public.

The meeting, hosted at the 
Westminster West Congregational 
Church, was organized by the 
Living Earth Action Group 
(LEAG), a citizen’s group based 
in Westminster West which fo-
cuses on promoting sustainabil-
ity and spirituality.

The LEAG website said the 
meeting “is about the controversy 
created by the Canadian Abenaki 
in Québec (Odanak and Wôlinak 
groups) that have made waves 
by coming down to Vermont 
and declaring that only they (the 
Canadians) are the true Abenaki.”

At the meeting, Vermont 
Abenaki representatives ad-
dressed the recent Canadian 
Abenaki concerns, which go back 

about 20 years, in the light of  
modern political and economic 
issues and longtime tribal rela-
tions with federal governments.

They also provided back-
ground on the 500 years of  
European contact and pre-con-
tact history of  the tribe and tribal 
culture.

Well over 60 people attended 
the meeting, despite freezing 
cold, single-digit temperatures. 
The meeting was recorded by 
both FACT-TV out of  Bellows 
Falls and Brattleboro Community 
TV, and will be available on those 
stations.

Elnu tribe member Rich 
Holschuh, co-director of  the 
Atowi Project and a contributor 
to the Abenaki Alliance, Elnu 
Tribal Chief  Roger Longtoe 
Sheehan, Chief  of  the Nulhegan 
Band of  the Coosuk Abenaki 
Don Stevens, tribal member Jim 
Taylor, and several other mem-
bers and allies led or contributed 
to the program.

 A sensitive debate 
on the issues 

The reasons for the meeting are 
both sensitive and controversial.

In 2022, the University of  
Vermont hosted representatives 
from members of  the Abenaki 
First Nation in Québec, giv-
ing them a platform to question 
the tribal status of  Vermont’s 
Abenaki. Vermont Public’s  Brave 

Little State  podcast also aired a 
series addressing the issue.

Speci� cally, the Québec-based 
Odanak First Nation and the 
Wôlinak First Nation — both 
bands with members having gone 
through the process of  provid-
ing adequate tribal evidence to 
be federally recognized by the 
Canadian government — claim 
the Vermont tribes have not 
proven their genealogical links 
to their shared Abenaki ancestry.

 By Joyce Marcel
  The Commons

  B R A T T L E B O R O —
Librarians are known for their 
compassion, but it may be wear-
ing them down.

Brooks Memorial Library has 
always been a welcoming place 
for the community. But the pop-
ulation of  those experiencing 

homelessness, drug dependency, 
and mental health problems 
has increased in Brattleboro, 
bringing with it new challenges 
for patrons and a library that is 
mission-driven to serve them.

Now the library is receiving 
some help from Health Care 
and Rehabilitative Services 
(HCRS) for a few hours, two 
days a week. Library Director 

Starr LaTronica calls the help 
“thrilling” and “magic.” But 
she still needs more.

“We’re bringing people to-
gether here, and being support-
ive and being welcoming and 
being kind to them,” LaTronica 
said. “But we just see so many 
people who need help that we 
aren’t trained and prepared to 
give them.”

What kinds of  things are 
the librarians encountering? 
Some of  the experiences are 
dire. Homeless people who lock 
themselves in the bathrooms at 
night rather than be turned out 
into the cold. People with men-
tal health issues who scream or 
threaten other library patrons. 
People who throw things. People 

  ROBERT F. SMITH/THE COMMONS 

An Abenaki song closed the Jan. 21 meeting in Westminster West, with, in front, Elnu 
Tribe members Jim Taylor, left, Roger Longtoe Sheehan with drum, and Nulhegan 
Band Chief  Don Stevens. 

 Library � nds growing challenges in 
accommodating urgent human needs 
 New resources from HCRS bring specialized support 
to library, other town departments in Brattleboro  

■ SEE LIBRARY AND HCRS, A7

■ SEE VERMONT ABENAKI, A2
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MONTPELIER—Attorney 
General Charity Clark has re-
solved an investigation into 
security deposit withholdings 
at �ve motels — including the 
Quality Inn in Brattleboro — 
housing Vermonters through 
the state’s Transitional Housing 
Program (known informally the 
“motel program”).

The settlement provides 
$300,000 in restitution for qual-
i�ed former occupants of  the 
program who stayed in motels 
owned by Anil Sachdev or by 
companies he controls, along 
with advance requirements that 
he give proper notice should de-
posit monies be held and con�r-
mation of  billing and expenses 
for repairs deducted from such 
funds.

“Vermonters who are tempo-
rarily displaced and living with-
out permanent shelter deserve 
the same consideration as any 
other consumer: to be treated 
fairly and receive adequate no-
tice when decisions are made 
about their money,” Clark said 
in a Jan. 24 news release.

“Every penny matters for 
families experiencing economic 
distress,” she added. “That 
is why we are taking this ac-
tion to put this money back in 
Vermonters’ pockets.”

The Attorney General’s 
O�ce determined that 429 de-
posits were originally made by 
the Agency of  Human Services 
to motels owned or controlled 
by Sachdev.

These funds were on be-
half  of  occupants or former 
occupants participating in the 

Transitional Housing Program.
At the time of  move out, 

some occupants received notices 
stating that they “may have” 
caused damage and requiring a 
waiver to contest any disputed 
amount. These notices were 
deemed unfair or deceptive by 
the Attorney General.

Other former occupants had 
deposits withheld in full or in 
part based on records deemed 
problematic — for example, 
records that could not expressly 
verify whether a particular 
occupant caused the alleged 
damages, that were submitted 
without adequate supporting 
photographic evidence, or that 
showed inconsistencies or “ap-
peared duplicative of  other sim-
ilar damages forms,” the news 
release said.

As a result of  the settlement, 
former occupants who received 
de�cient notice are entitled to 
receive up to the full amount of  
the $3,300 security deposit; all 
other quali�ed occupants will 
receive $500. (The amount to 
be paid will not exceed $3,300 
for those who received a partial 
payment at time of  exit from 
the program.)

In addition, due to the settle-
ment, the motel owners/opera-
tors are required to provide the 
state with billing and invoices 
of  more than $500,000 to ver-
ify that deposit money withheld 
is actually used for repair and 
maintenance to improve con-
ditions for Vermonters who still 
reside at the premises.

In the future, if  deposit mon-
ies are issued by the state on 

behalf  of  Vermont bene�cia-
ries, the owners/operators will 
be required to provide clear 
and accurate disclosures to con-
sumers, the AGO said. Failure 
to do so would forfeit the right 
to withhold any portion of  a 
deposit.

The Transitional Housing 
Program was set up in an emer-
gency response to the pandemic 
in early 2020. It was created 
quickly, “to leverage federal 
dollars and place Vermonters 
experiencing homelessness 
into emergency housing in 
hotels on short notice, using 
these security deposits,” said 
Department for Children and 
Families Commissioner Chris 
Winters.

The other motels that are 
subjects of  the settlement in-
clude Comfort Inn (Rutland), 
EconoLodge (Montpelier), 
Hilltop Inn (Berlin), and Pine 
Tree Lodge (Rutland).

A third-party administrator 
paid for by the owners/opera-
tors of  the motels will establish 
a website: vtmoteldeposit.com. 
The administrator will begin 
sending claims forms to quali-
fied former occupants within 
“a couple of  weeks,” the news 
release said.

Unclaimed deposits will 
be transferred to the State 
Treasurer and may be claimed 
in a former occupant’s name 
any time after the claims pe-
riod closes.

Former occupants with ques-
tions may contact the Attorney 
General’s Consumer Assistance 
Program at 800-649-2424.

Both the U.S. and Canada have 
extensive processes that require 
genealogical, historical, and an-
thropological research and evi-
dence to establish federal tribal 
status.

It has been the federally recog-
nized Canadian Abenaki bands’ 
position for some years now that, 
due to the lack of  a proven ge-
nealogical connection, the four 
Vermont Abenaki tribes are self-
identi�ed and are claiming a tribal 
Abenaki cultural heritage without 
a solid basis.

The Canadian tribes say they 
were excluded from the process 
that the state of  Vermont used 
to grant the four Vermont-based 
Abenaki bands tribal status. 
They contend that the process 
failed to recognize the Odanak 
and Wôlinak First Nation status, 
which grants them the position to 
have a say in who can be a mem-
ber of  the tribe. Therefore, they 
claim, the Vermont tribal recog-
nition was inappropriate.

The Vermont Abenaki take is-
sue with several of  these points, 
including whether the Odanak 
and Wôlinak can claim the sta-
tus and authority to say for other 
bands who is and who is not 
Abenaki.

The Vermont tribal leaders 
addressed many of  these issues 
during the discussion — at �rst, 
in response to previously submit-
ted questions, and then in an au-
dience discussion.

‘European 
settlers changed 
all the rules’

First, the tribal leaders said 
they needed to lay out the story 
of  the Abenaki in the Northeast 
— not just over the last 20 or 50 
years of  controversy, but going 
back hundreds of  years, prior 
to �rst contact with Europeans.

They noted that granting fed-
eral tribal recognition in both 
the U.S. and Canada is a process 
created not by Indigenous peo-
ple, but by the national govern-
ments established in the past few 
hundred years by the European 
invaders.

And referring to the Indian Act 
of  1876, which laid the ground-
work for the Native recognition 
system, they asserted that the 
process was designed as much 
to create division and in�ghting 
among the tribes as it was to pro-
vide a smooth process for Native 
people to gain tribal recognition.

According to the University 
o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ’ s 
Indigenous Foundation’s website 
(indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.
ca), “The Indian Act is a part of  a 
long history of  assimilation poli-
cies that intended to terminate 
the cultural, social, economic, 
and political distinctiveness of  
Aboriginal peoples by absorbing 
them into mainstream Canadian 
life and values.”

“The government decides what 
the rules are,” Holschuh said, 
and the other leaders contended 
that the rules were “arbitrary,” a 
construct that the powers-that-be 
want to protect.

“It’s not in a state’s interest to 
have federally recognized tribes,” 
Holschuh added.

Denying First Nation people 
tribal recognition avoids a lot of  
problems for the established gov-
ernments, they said. With federal 
tribal recognition comes the issue 
of  returning stolen land, or �nan-
cial reparations in lieu of  that, 
among many other issues.

Recognition also brings into 
play the legal ramifications of  
hundreds, if  not thousands, of  
treaties that both the U.S. and 
Canadian governments made 
with First Nation tribes, many 
of  which were broken.

Federally recognized tribes can 
be self-governing, which creates 
issues with the state or province 
they are located in. That auton-
omy has allowed Native people 
to establish their own laws and 
regulations, including approv-
ing casinos on their lands, which 
for many tribes, including the 
Abenaki in Québec, has proven 
very lucrative.

The state recognition for the 
Vermont Abenaki bands, the 
tribal leaders said, has come with 
very limited bene�ts.

Tribe members receive no fed-
eral or state payments or salaries, 
and they are not a self-governing 
entity within the state. Bene�ts 
do include not having to pay for 
hunting and �shing licenses. New 
laws make tribal-owned proper-
ties tax free.

“We don’t have the money 
and the backing that the Odanak 
have,” said Sheehan. “If  they 
want to crush us, they have the 
money to get the lawyers.”

He also claimed that Canadian 
tribes are trying to turn Vermont 
citizens against the Vermont 
tribes.

Who decides 
who is native?

As far as the Odanak and 
Wôlinak claims that they are 
the sole arbiters of  who are 
“real” Abenaki and who are not, 
Holschuh said that goes contrary 
to traditional Abenaki culture.

“This is a unilateral issue 
brought by one group of  peo-
ple,” Holschuh said, referring to 
the Odanak and Wôlinak bands. 
“This is not black and white. It’s 
not a binary. We’re all related — 
that’s where I start.”

The tribal leaders took turns 
explaining Abenaki history in 
the region.

Tribe members once occu-
pied an area that today includes 
Québec, parts of  New York, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, 
parts of  Maine, and parts of  
Massachusetts. They were con-
nected and shared language with 
tribes all through New England 
and into the Canadian Maritimes 
a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  Wab an ak i 
Confederacy.

They noted that all those state 
and national borders and bound-
aries are a modern construct, 
unknown to the Abenaki of  gen-
erations past, who lived mainly 
in family groups that hunted, 
farmed, and �shed on ancestral 

lands in a region generally di-
vided according to the rivers in 
a watershed.

With the coming of  European 
traders, explorers, and eventu-
ally invaders — particularly the 
French and English — came the 
borders and the separation of  tra-
ditional Abenaki lands into two 
often-warring countries and sub-
divided into several colonies and, 
eventually, provinces and states. 
With those changes, Native issues 
became political issues, they said.

The majority of  Abenaki sided 
with the French. Many converted 
to Catholicism, and two major 
refuges were established by them 
in Québec. The Odanak reserve 
originated around 1700 at the 
mouth of  the St. Francis River. 
The Wôlniak Reserve in central 
Québec became the other major 
Abenaki refuge.

A strong Jesuit presence in 
both reserves has aided the 
Quebec Abenaki in getting fed-
eral recognition due to a long 
written history of  births, deaths, 
baptisms, and other records, the 
participants said.

Two different 
tribal narratives

The crux of  the dispute lies 
where the Abenaki historical nar-
rative diverges.

The Québec Abenaki say that 
by around 1800, tribal bands in 
New England had, for the most 
part, all moved to the Québec re-
serves, and the two tribes have a 
long written record that satis�es 

n Vermont Abenaki
 FROM SECTION FRONT

Motel program occupants to 
see return of deposit money 
Attorney General’s O�ce recoups $300,000 in withheld 
security deposits for more than 300 occupants 

A
buse no one and no 
thing, for abuse turns 

the wise ones to fools and robs 
the spirit of  its vision.

—CHIEF TECUMSEH

those claims under Federal law.
The Abenaki in the U.S., on 

the other hand, disagree with 
this narrative in one major way. 
They say that they are descended 
from several small family bands 
of  Abenaki that remained south 
of  the Canadian border in the 
heart of  Abenaki lands in north-
ern New England and kept their 
ancestry hidden for a variety of  
reasons.

With Abenaki bands living 
in ancestral lands throughout 
Québec and the Northeast for 
hundreds, if  not thousands, 
of  years, “is it possible that all 
Abenaki moved to just one place” 
by 1800? Holschuh asked.

His answer? “No.”
And the Elnu are not the 

only band outside of  Odanak 
and Wôlniak claiming Abenaki 
heritage.

In addition to the Elnu Abenaki 
Tribe, other state-recognized 
tribes are the Abenaki Nation of  
Missisquoi, the Nulhegan Band 
of  the Coosuk Abenaki Nation, 
and the Ko’asek Traditional Band 
of  the Koas Abenaki Nation, all 
in Vermont.

The �fth Vermont band that 
has been unsuccessful through 
the state recognition process is 
the Ko’asek Traditional Band of  
the Sovereign Abenaki Nation 
(koasekabenakination.com).

The program began with an 
Abenaki greeting song, followed 
by a reading of  a portion of  
Andlea Brett’s essay, in the Our 
Better Nature anthology, on her 
personal journey growing up as 
an Abenaki woman in Vermont, 
in a family where her father tried 
to hide his Native heritage.

Brett’s story, while subjective 
and personal, is the basic narra-
tive repeated over and over among 
Vermont and New Hampshire 
Abenaki band members — per-
sonal stories that lack the docu-
mentation necessary to establish 
federal tribal status.

But that is not a major concern 
for the New England bands, only 
one of  which has even tried to 
apply for federal status. Abenaki 
bands traditionally were kin-
based and autonomous, making 
decisions by group consensus, the 
participants said — no one central 
tribal council or chief  spoke for 
all the bands.

The Abenaki lacked a cen-
tral government or governing 
body, and the bands in Vermont 
say they don’t believe that the 
Odanak and Wôlniak Tribes in 
Québec can claim that position 
today.

“A committee determines 
their membership,” explained 
Holschuh, citing rules that re-
quire connection to documented 
members of  the tribe. The 
Québec tribes can reject people 
for membership who do not meet 

their criteria.
The Vermont Abenaki say they 

have no issue with the Canadian 
tribes having and applying tribal 
membership criteria. “That’s 
their autonomy,” Holschuh said.

They do have an issue with 
the idea that the Odanak and 
Wôlniak therefore have the po-
sition and status to decide who 
can be a member of  any other 
Abenaki tribe.

In particular, they question 
why the Odanak and Wôlniak feel 
they can speak for those tribes 
that did not relocate to the two 
Québec reserves and whose ex-
perience over the past 200 years 
has been quite di�erent.

For their part, the Odanak and 
Wôlniak say they are highly sus-
picious of  the claims of  Native 
ancestry in bands outside of  their 
two tribes.

They assert that the New 
England bands are self-identi-
�ed Abenaki — non-Indigenous 
people appropriating Abenaki 
culture that they have learned 
only because it was preserved on 
the Canadian reserves by people 
with documented Native lineage.

Chief  Roger Longtoe Sheehan 
told the group that this sort of  
intertribal conflict is common, 
saying it is happening with tribes 
in Oklahoma, New Jersey, and 
North and South Carolina.

While there are close to 1,000 
Native tribes in the United 
States, only 574 are federally 
recognized, and very few of  
those are in the East. One speaker 
pointed out that there is hardly 
a better-known New England 
tribe than the Wampanoag of  
Massachusetts, famed for the 
story every schoolchild learns 
about how they greeted the 
Pilgrims and taught them to 
survive in the early 1600s.

Yet it wasn’t until 400 years 
later, for reasons very similar 
to the experience of  the New 
England Abenaki, that the tribe 
began to see some state rec-
ognition. Most of  the current 
Wampanoag bands are still con-
sidered self-identifying.

Federally recognized tribes 
“are afraid of  recognizing more 
tribes,” Sheehan asserted. “It’s a 
money issue. People have agen-
das, and a lot of  agendas have to 
do with power and money.”

Who gets and controls repara-
tions, federal money, and casinos 
are among the main disputes be-
tween federally recognized tribes 
and members who are considered 
as self-identifying.

Among those who identify 
as Abenaki, the New England 
bands feel that the “who is a real 
Abenaki and who is not” debate 
is one sided and political.

“Politics is about power and 
control. We don’t want this to be 
this way,” said Holschuh.

“We just want to be left the 
hell alone,” Sheehan concluded.



2024 Rebates  
for Your Home

If you’re planning on improving the e�ciency of your home or apartment this 

year, take a look at E
ciency Vermont’s residential o�ers, including:

All rebates are subject to availability and eligibility. 

Visit www.e
ciencyvermont.com/rebates for the most up-to-date information. 

Not sure where to start?
Sign up for a FREE Virtual Home Energy Visit!
Call 888-921-5990 to learn more

Additional rebates may also be available from your electric or gas utility.

Air Sealing and Insulation 

• 75% o� weatherization project costs, up to $9,500  

(completed by an E�ciency Excellence Network 

contractor)

• DIY weatherization: $100 back on select do-it-yourself 

projects  

Heating, Cooling, and Water Heating  

• Air-source heat pumps: discounts starting at $350 + 

income bonus 

• Ground source heat pump: up to $2,100/ton + $500 

income bonus 

• Smart thermostats: $100 rebate for select ENERGY STAR 

models  

• Water heaters: $300-$600 for select heat pump water 

heaters + $200 income bonus  

• Window air conditioners: $100 rebate for select ENERGY 

STAR models

• Wood pellet furnaces & boilers: $6,000 rebate 

• Wood and pellet stoves: $400 discount at select retailers  

Electric Vehicles

• Up to $6,500 in local incentives and up to a $7,500 federal 

tax credit 

ENERGY STAR® Appliances

• $25-$40 for dehumidifiers 

• $200-$400 rebate on heat pump clothes dryers

• $400 for heat pump dryer/washer combination units 

Lighting

• $100 rebate for qualifying LED fixtures for indoor growing. 

Income-based Assistance 

• Free lighting, appliances, energy consultations, and more 

—  visit e�ciencyvermont.com/free-products to see if you 

are eligible. 
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NOTICE OF BID 

The Town of Brattleboro Recreation & Parks Department is accepting 

bids to maintain Morningside Cemetery & Prospect Hill Cemetery on 

a per mowing basis. 

For more information regarding the project, please contact the Recre-

ation & Parks Department Office at 802-254-5808. 

Bids should be sent to the Town of Brattleboro, 230 Main Street, Suite 

208 Brattleboro, VT 05301, and must be received by 10:00 a.m. Wednes-

day, February 21, 2024. Please mark your bid package Cemetery Bids.

The Town of Brattleboro reserves the right to refuse any and all bids 

and accept the bid that best serves the interest of the Town.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

DUMMERSTON DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

The Dummerston Development Review Board will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 

February 20, 2024, beginning at 6:00 pm, at the Dummerston Town Offices, 

1523 Middle Road, Dummerston Center and via Zoom video teleconference, for 

the purpose of reviewing the following applications:      

  • A review of application #3751; Jonathan Benney, for Short Term Rental of 

dwelling under Sections 220, 720 & 724 of the Dummerston Zoning Bylaw, 15 

Leverwood Ln., Dummerston, VT, a Rural Residential District.

The hearing will be preceded by a site visit on Tuesday February 20, 2024, 

beginning at or about 5:30 pm.      

  The hearings and site visit are open to the public. Participation in these 

proceedings is a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal. Persons 

wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person, by a representative or by 

video teleconference, or through written comment. A copy of the applications is 

available for public review at the Dummerston Town Office during normal business 

hours or by email to: zoning@dummerston.org. To receive the Zoom video 

teleconference link email to: zoning@dummerston.org, or call: 802-275-5739.  

Dated: January 31, 2024

Roger Vincent Jasaitis 

Dummerston Zoning Administrator 

STATE OF VERMONT
SUPERIOR COURT              PROBATE DIVISION

Windham Unit                   Docket No.: 23-PR-07320

In re ESTATE of: Jessica Bratton

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To the creditors of Jessica Bratton, late of Townshend, Vermont 

I have been appointed to administer this estate. All creditors having claims 

against the decedent or the estate must present their claims in writing within four 

(4) months of the first publication of this notice. The claim must be presented 

to me at the address listed below with a copy sent to the Court. The claim 

may be barred forever if it is not presented within the four (4) month period.

Dated: January 29, 2024                                             c/o Dakin & Benelli, P.C.                                

Linda Bratton, Co-Executor                               PO Box 499. Chester, VT 05143      

Elisabeth Iskander, Co-Executor                                                  802-875-4000                                   

Name of Publication: The Commons                                     

Publication Date: January 31, 2024                        

Name of Probate Court: Vermont Superior Court, Windham Unit, Probate Division        

Address of Probate Court: 30 Putney Road, Brattleboro, VT 05301

TOWN OF PUTNEY

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A., Chapter 117, and Putney Zoning Regulations, Section 110.4, notice is hereby 

given that the Putney Development Review Board will meet at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 20, 2024 

for the purpose of considering three applications. 

Application #24-01-02 Luigi Palmeri (Applicant/Owner), property location 433 River Road South, Tax 

Map 08-03-55.  Applicant is proposing a minor subdivision by creating two parcels from one parcel. 

Application will be reviewed under Section 320.3 Rural Residential District of the 2021 Zoning Reg-

ulations and Article 3.1.B.1; 3.5-3.8 Article 4 “Design Standards and Required Improvements” of the 

2021 Subdivision Regulations.  

Application #24-01-03: Conditional Use and Site Plan Review. Gero Dolfus (Applicant); Lisa Roberto 

(Owner), property location 90 Old Route 5, Tax Map 30-50-46.  Applicant is proposing a change of use 

from retail to a contractor’s yard for a residential construction and remolding woodworking company 

with office space. Application will be reviewed under Section 220, 220.1-2; Conditional Use Review; 

Section 240, 240.1-.2 Site Plan Review; Section 320.5 Village District; Section 508 General Performance 

Standards; Section 509 Landscaping, Screening, and Site Lighting; Section 510 Off-Street Parking 

Space Requirements; Section 511 Off-Street Loading Space Requirements; and Section 830 Adverse 

Effect of the 2021 Zoning Regulations.  

Application #23-11-31: Conditional Use and Site Plan Review. Kristian Jangaard (Applicant/Owner); 

property location 182 East Putney Brook Road, Tax Map 03-01-25.2.  Applicant has a yurt on the 

parcel and added a tiny house. Intent is to use structures as AirBnb. Application to be reviewed as 

Bed & Breakfast. Application will be reviewed under Section 220, 220.1-2; Conditional Use Review; 

Section 240, 240.1-.2 Site Plan Review; Section 320.3 Rural Residential District; Section 508 General 

Performance Standards; Section 509 Landscaping, Screening, and Site Lighting; and Section 830 

Adverse Effect of the 2021 Zoning Regulations.  

A copy of the application(s) and additional information can be obtained at the Putney Town Office 

upon request or on the town website.  The meeting is open to the public in a hybrid Zoom platform 

or in person at town hall, 127 Main Street.  Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464 (a)(1)(C) and 4471 (a), 

participation in this local proceeding is a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal. 

Dated at Putney, Vermont, this 26th day of January, 2024.     

Karen M. Astley

Zoning Administrator

n STORY CONTINUES ON FACING PAGE

PUBLIC 
NOTICES
ads@commonsnews.org • 888-511-5150

A4  NEWS T H E  C O M M O N S  • Wednesday, January 31, 2024

asking for metadata, such as how 
many people have reported abuse 
to Goddard and how many for-
mer/current educators have been 
named in those reports — none 
of  which has been publicly shared 
by the board.

Time and again, Young asked 
the public for “patience” and 
said the board would share what 
it could in time. She also en-
couraged survivors to contact 
Goddard.

Immediate 
condemnation

Haskins Rogers, also attend-
ing the Jan. 23 meeting via Zoom 
— as she has every meeting since 
the investigation started — con-
demned the board’s lack of  dis-
closure, calling it “an incredible 
deception.”

“To entice people to come to 
you and speak to your ‘indepen-
dent investigator’ about harms 
they suffered in your schools 
with promises — ongoing, con-
stant promises of  transparency 
and action and justice,” Haskins 
Rogers said.

She said the board did not meet 
the demand of  a September 2022 
petition signed by 188 community 
members, urging a third, neutral 
party to head the probe.

Instead, the board hired 
Goddard, a private attorney, “to 
conduct a privileged investiga-
tion,” not releasing her �ndings 
and refusing to be forthcoming 
about the burden of  proof  being 
applied to reports, numbers of  
reporters, or numbers of  educa-
tors named.

“This is not transparency,” 
she said. “You haven’t even met 
the commitment set forth in your 
own statement of  Dec. 10, 2022, 
in which you promised transpar-
ency and to work with law en-
forcement as results came in.”

BUHS alum and survivor 
Sherri Keefe has also attended 
the board’s meetings throughout 
the investigation and was present 
via Zoom on Jan. 23.

“This is incredibly outra-
geous,” she told the board. “You 
have not addressed the harm that 
was done to survivors, and you 
are continuing to cause addi-
tional harm by not releasing the 
information.”

Keefe said the district spent 
$135,000 — “perhaps more” — 
of  public funds, “yet refused to 
release this information.”

“I don’t know how you could 
say this was an impartial investi-
gation when this is the outcome,” 
she concluded. “This is just be-
yond belief. That is no consola-
tion to those who have already 
been harmed. None at all.”

Haskins Rogers, who has en-
couraged survivors to meet with 
Goddard, said that Young, when 
asked if  the board had met its 
mandated obligation to report 
names of  alleged abusers, had re-
plied that “the lawyer would tell 
them if  they had to do anything.”

There is nothing in the law 
that says a mandated reporter 
should �rst consult with a lawyer, 

Haskins Rogers said, calling the 
notion “outrageous.”

Noting that the board had 
promised to release the results 
of  the report in consultation with 
law enforcement, Haskins Rogers 
added that the only other people 
in the board’s numerous execu-
tive sessions have been lawyers.

“This is just another incident 
of  institutional betrayal of  the 
people who have already been 
harmed in your schools,” she 
said. “I find it outrageous and 
incredibly disappointing that in-
dividuals I respect and like would 
fall into this pattern of  institu-
tional behavior once they joined 
the board.”

She accused the board of  “act-
ing to cover up what happened in 
your schools once again,” calling 
it “a huge betrayal to survivors 
and to people who were harmed 
in your schools.”

“It’s not a service to the com-
munity when there are still people 
who have been named by a num-
ber of  former students as alleged 
to have committed acts of  sexual 
misconduct, and they’re still in 
your community and engag-
ing with children in your com-
munity because nobody knows 
these things have been alleged,” 
Haskins Rogers said.

“This is a betrayal of  every-
body,” she added.

Young then encouraged anyone 
alleging abuse about anyone cur-
rently in the school system to con-
tact Superintendent Mark Speno.

Haskins Rogers added that 
Justice Law Collaborative is “rep-
resenting people who have been 
harmed in your schools, and sur-
vivors should be aware that that’s 
also an option for them, if  they do 
not feel served by this process.”

Speno: District 
has used process 
to improve

Speno supported the board 
and his administration, saying at 
the meeting that the board has 
been “steadfast and committed 
to this investigation and work-
ing with the administration to 
establish very clear protocols, 
trainings, that we’ve presented 
many times.”

He o�ered a litany of  ways in 
which he says the administration 
has reacted to the investigation 
and evidence of  abuse in district 
schools.

Examples included improve-
ment in how abuse is reported; 
increased information via no-
tices, email updates, and website 
postings; regular discussions; 
improved restorative practices; 
policy and professional develop-
ment; “more clarity” around the 
role of  the Title IX coordinator 
in complying with the federal civil 
rights law against sex discrimi-
nation in education; and a “clear 
abuse prevention policy.”

After  the  meet ing,  The 
Commons asked him for speci�cs 
about the improvements he listed 
so that folks could readily under-
stand more exactly what they are.

Speno said the measures 

include training in Act 1, the 
state law that governs Vermont’s 
sexual abuse response system, for 
all sta�, “aligned with the statu-
tory duty of  mandated reporters 
to report to [the state Department 
of  Children and Families].”

“This has also included school 
outreach to families about pre-
vention e�orts and open house in-
vitations,” he continued. “School 
safety nights have been o�ered at 
various schools, including inter-
net safety.”

The district also has “con-
ducted school-based work around 
trauma-informed education,” in-
cluding training of  administra-
tors with Dave Melnick, a social 
worker and consultant based in 
South Burlington.

“Currently, 35 sta� members 
are participating in a trauma-in-
formed cohort with Dave Melnick 
that has been supported by the 
school district,” he added.

“Last year, we worked closely 
with education consultant Chris 
Overtree to analyze school cli-
mate data and to work on goal 
setting for individual schools and 
the school district,” Speno said.

The district, he noted, has 
also invested in social-emotional 
learning curriculum, which o�ers 
instruction on such skills as build-
ing relationships, regulating emo-
tions, and setting goals.

Speno said that the WSESD 
focuses on following laws that 
have been enacted “to protect 
students and sta�” and on work-
ing with our Title IX coordinator 
to implement procedures and to 

o�er district employees “continu-
ous professional development.”

Alumni react
After the meeting, Haskins 

Rogers shared with The Commons 
a statement from a survivor, who 
said, “As far as I am concerned, 
they are all now complicit in the 
abuse and continued victimiza-
tion of  survivors.”

Alum Terri  Mateer also 
commented.

“I graduated in the class of  
’83,” she said. “Mr. [Robert] 
Henry was my science teacher, 
and I will never forget him say-
ing that this class, the class of  ’83, 
will be a part of  the generation 
that cleans up the messes from 
its previous generations.”

She noted that “the facts of  the 
investigation will help clarify and 
direct those who want to pitch in 
and clean up the community.”

“Everyone has the right to 
know all concerns pertaining 
to their children,” Mateer said. 
“Always.”

She urged the board to “let 
the �ndings of  the investigation 
be public.”

Jane Doe told The Commons 
she hopes readers “are spurred 
to make their dissatisfaction with 
the process known and push for 
accountability.”

“It is incredibly harmful and 
hypocritical of  the board to con-
tinue to work in the shadows at 
every step of  the way, while pre-
tending to be doing so out of  re-
spect for survivors,” Doe said.

“Respect  for  survivors, 

particularly survivors whose 
abusers have been protected by 
their institution for years, if  not 
decades, means taking account-
ability and giving the community 
time to heal,” she said.

“That these elected o�cials, 
trusted with maintaining our 
schools, have chosen to keep quiet 
and purposefully not be on the 
side of  students being mistreated, 
sexually assaulted, abused, and 
harassed in what should be their 
one safe learning environment, 
is stunning and shameful,” Doe 
continued.

“The community has been 
promised for over two years that 
clarity will come, transparency 
is on the way, and that we should 
all hold tight and wait for a re-
port that continues to be hidden,” 
she said.

Meanwhile, “survivors were 
told to come forward, bare their 
souls and their pain to investi-
gators, endure questioning and 
scrutiny of  their darkest mo-
ments, all to be left vulnerable 
and without resolution at the 
hands of  the board.”

Keefe also had additional 
thoughts to share.

“This outcome is a profound 
failure on the part of  the District 
to address pervasive abuse of  stu-
dents in the past, and failure of  
teachers and administrators to re-
port this abuse and act to protect 
students today,” she said.

In 2009, Keefe said, she re-
ported “abuse of  students by 
Zeke and Linda Hecker, not-
ing their continued participa-
tion in student activities, and the 
District failed to investigate or 
warn parents.”

In her 2020 essay, Haskins 
Rogers cited police investigations 
and written evidence in which 
Zeke Hecker confessed to sexual 
encounters with multiple students 
while he served on the BUHS fac-
ulty in the 1970s. Her essay im-
plicated his wife, Linda Hecker, 
for inappropriate behavior at their 
home while in the presence of  
Haskins Rogers, then a student.

For decades, Keefe has made 
it a mission to prevent both of  
the Heckers from participating in 
events where children and teens 
are present.

“These individuals contin-
ued to perform in Concerts for 
Schoolchildren at the Latchis for 
students, and the District failed 
to warn the public, or report 
this,” Keefe said. “This clearly 
shows that the District cannot 
be trusted to protect students 
or hold accountable people who 
harm them.”

“The District’s solution now, 
to ask students and alumni to re-
port information to the District, 
is untenable. The District, led by 
many of  the same people, con-
tinues to hide information about 
abuse in the schools, to the det-
riment of  kids and alumni,” she 
added.

Keefe said that the district’s ac-
tions regarding the investigation 
“leave no path forward for healing 
and accountability for survivors 
of  abuse in the District, for real 
protection of  current students, 
and for transparency, as well as 
accountability for the community 
as a whole.”

Carol a�rmed her practice’s 
commitment to �nding justice for 
victims of  district sexual abuse 
through the courts.

“Our clients bravely agreed to 
speak about these painful topics 
with the District’s investigator, 
Aimee Goddard, in the hope that 
this would result in justice and 
healing,” Carol said.

“The board’s decision not to 
release any information about the 
investigation into sexual abuse 
and harassment within the school 
harms survivors,” the attorney 
continued.

She charged that the WSESD 
“failed to protect survivors when 
they were children and most 
vulnerable.”

“The District has harmed 
them once again by refusing to 
acknowledge the abuses that have 
occurred and allow accountabil-
ity,” she said.

Public acknowledgment of  
harm, said Carol, “can be an im-
portant way for survivors to know 
they are not alone, to grieve, to 
hold perpetrators of  abuse ac-
countable, and to help ensure that 
this does not happen to more stu-
dents in the future.”

“Not releasing any conclusions 
from the report is an injustice,” 
she said. “If  the District contin-
ues to stonewall survivors and 
does not provide a fair and rea-
sonable resolution, we are pre-
pared to litigate.”

Board members, 
past and 
present, react

The Commons reached out to 
several current and past board 
members who have played key 
roles and who have emphasized 
the importance of  the abuse in-
vestigation and transparency with 
its results, no matter the �ndings.

Most did not respond.
Current board member Robin 

Morgan did.
“I am so sorry that I am not 

able to add any comment to the 
statement released by the District, 
except to say that my heart is with 
all survivors, and especially with 
people who feel betrayed by this 
outcome,” Morgan said.

Former board member Lana 
Dever, a sexual abuse survivor 
herself, pointed out the conun-
drum for board members.

“The board cannot speak on 
any matters to do with lawyer 
con�dentiality; the board can’t 
even say, ‘Our lawyers told us not 
to talk about that,’” Dever said.

“They’re in a really hard po-
sition. There are laws and rules 
forcing them to be very, very 
careful about what they say — to 
protect everyone,” she said. “It’s 
unfortunate, but this is our bu-
reaucracy speaking.”

The problem, she said, is that 
“the system isn’t designed to pro-
tect victims.”

She described the current 
WSESD board members as “a 
group of  dedicated, really com-
passionate people, many of  whom 
have students in the district and 
who care about the issues. They 
did not stop caring when they 
joined the board — they became 
aware of  the rules and laws.”

“I know individually every sin-
gle board member cares deeply,” 
Dever said, adding that she has 
“never seen such a work ethic for 
people who are doing so much 
work and putting in so much time 
and e�ort, for no thanks.”

“They care, and they are de-
voted, and when they don’t say 
something, it’s because they can’t; 
they’re not allowed to,” she said.

Jaci Reynolds, another former 
board member, said the apparent 
final statement from the board 
“has been met with much frustra-
tion from the community.”

She said that at the board meet-
ing on Aug. 24, 2021, she stated 
her hope for “the creation of  an 
environment where everyone felt 
safe enough to report and that all 
survivors were supported by their 
school community,” and she be-
lieved they had that support.

She went on to say that the 
board was “absolutely unwill-
ing to participate in any sort of  
cover-up, and that we would be 
as transparent as possible.”

“Watching this 2½ years later 
brought me to tears,” Reynolds 
said this week. “Do our students 
feel safer? Does our community 
believe that we have been trans-
parent? Do survivors feel any 
amount of  closure?”

She said that she fears that “the 
answers may all be ‘no,’ and I am 
so very sorry for making promises 
that I clearly wasn’t able to keep.”

Reynolds said she, too, believed 
at the time that sharing metadata 
about the investigation “was uni-
versally understood to be an easy 
way to show the community the 
level of  work being done.”

“I thought we would share 
the number of  reports made, re-
dacted outcomes of  these reports, 
and any �ndings related to cur-
rent sta� members,” she said. “To 
my knowledge, [the public has] 
been given none of  these things.”

Reynolds urged board mem-
bers to “reconsider their decision 
to share almost nothing about this 
investigation.”

“Some of  the current board 
members I know very well, and 
I trust their intentions. Those 

n WSESD ends probe
 FROM SECTION FRONT

BCTV

Superintendent Mark Speno enumerates measures that 
the Windham Southeast School District has taken to 
protect current students from harm.



LOOKING TO FILL 
THE FOLLOWING 

POSITIONS: 
Truck Driver with 1 year 

experience. $25/hr.

Trim Saw Operator $18/hr.

and Lumber Handler

$16.50/hr.

Full time with Bene� ts.  

Call Jeannette for more info.

802-254-3349

Do you love working with elders?  
We would love to work with you!

We are a Level III Residential Care facility 
with a home-like atmosphere and great 
bene�ts (we are not a nursing home).   

Join our care team and begin your 
rewarding career in eldercare today! 

We provide a sign-on bonus and paid training 
in a supportive, caring environment. 

To learn more and to apply for a position, please 
visit our website at www.gardenpathelderliving.org. 

To apply for this position, please go to the State of Vermont Dept. of 
Human Resources website at www.humanresources.vermont.gov. 

For further information about the position please contact 
William Pendlebury, Field Services Manager,  

William.Pendlebury@vermont.gov 
Application deadline date: 2/6/24

� e CTE Coach will provide time-limited on-site support for 
participants with disabilities in two settings: education/training 

settings and/or on the job site. � is position may provide support 
prior to, during and/or a� er a participant’s work schedule. 

� is position may provide tutoring or coaching at workshops, 
training programs or classes to help the participant become 

independent and successful. 

Part-time opening for a Career Training and 
Education Coach to join our Team. 

Jewett
Plumbing & Heating

802-254-4963
1090 Western avenue

West brattleboro

Serving the brattleboro area 

with reliable profeSSional Service

Residential • commeRcial
- bathRoom & kitchen Remodeling

- complete heating systems
- wateR pumps & systems

802-257-1619
Vernon, VTVernon, VTVernon, VT • stevessepticpumping.com • stevessepticpumping.com

Septic Tank Pumping 

& Portable Toilet Rentals

Our Own In-House Our Own In-House 

Installation TeamInstallation Team
Ceramic TileCeramic Tile

HardwoodHardwood

CarpetCarpet

BambooBamboo

VinylVinyl

CorkCork

Area RugsArea Rugs

MarmoleumMarmoleum

locally owned

�doing it right for decades�

residential & commercial

972 PUTNEY RD. UNIT 3, BRATTLEBORO

LAWTONFLOORDESIGN.COM � 802.254.9303

If I Must Die
"If I Must die, you must live to tell my story, to sell my 

things, to buy a piece of cloth and some strings, (make it 
white with a long tail) so that a child, somewhere in Gaza 
while looking heaven in the eye awaiting his dad who le�  in 
a blaze--and bid no farewell not even to his � esh not even to 
himself--sees the kite, my kite you made, � ying up above, and 
thinks for a moment an angel is there bringing back love. If I 
must die let it bring hope, let it be a story."

Refaat Alareer, Poet Laureate of Gaza.
Murdered by the ZioNazis
in a targeted bombing,
December 2023

BRATTLEBORO GREAT BOOKS GROUP 

For information, email Michael Landis 

emagicmtman@gmail.com

Next Meeting: Monday, February 5th 

7 to 9 p.m. in the Mezzanine History Room, 

Brooks Memorial Library, discussing 

The Makioka Sisters by Junichiro Tanizaki.

 A R O U N D  T H E  T O W N S  

  Kindergarten sign-ups 
begin in Brattleboro 

BRATTLEBORO — The 
three elementary schools have 
begun kindergarten registration 
for children who turn age 5 before 
Sept. 1, 2024. Information and 
links to all forms are at  wsesu.org ; 
click the Enrollment tab.

Families who would like to 
request paper copies can contact 
Kerri Beebe at 802-579-1013 or 
kbeebe@wsesdvt.org . For chil-
dren who attend private early 
education programs that part-
ner with the school district, their 
packets can be found at their 
program.

Registration paperwork should 
be returned by Friday, Feb. 16, 
to: WSESU Central Office, 
Attention: Kerri Beebe, 53 Green 
St., Brattleboro, VT 05301. 
Families who reside in outlying 
town schools in WSESU/D should 
call their school directly to regis-
ter: Dummerston, 802-254-2733; 
Putney, 802-387-5521; Guilford, 
802-254-2271; and Vernon, 
802-254-5373.

 ‘Souper Wednesdays’ 
in Westminister 

WESTMINSTER — The 
First Congregational Church of  
Westminster, 3470 U.S. Route 
5, will once again host “Souper 
Wednesdays” every Wednesday, 
from noon to 2 p.m., through 
April 24.

There will be at least two 
choices of  soups and warm bread 
served. Take-outs will be avail-
able; call 802-518-0321 to reserve 
a meal. Donations are appreci-
ated, but not required. This is a 
time for everyone and anyone to 
come and visit and have a warm 
meal.

 Guilford Country Store 
celebrates anniversary 

GUILFORD — The Board of  
Directors of  Friends of  Algiers 
Inc. extends its hearty congrat-
ulations to Ali West, Wayne 
Warwick, and the whole crew 
at the Guilford Country Store 
and Café on the one-year anni-
versary of  the store’s reopening 
under their management and 
“with their re-visioning of  what 
a community store can be,” the 
board writes.

With this in mind, re� ecting 
their community spirit, the board 
joins West and Warwick in invit-
ing the whole community to come 
to the store on Thursday, Feb. 1, 
to celebrate the occasion.

Birthday-party co� ee and cup-
cakes will be offered, and “the 
store’s great food will be avail-
able,” the board writes.

 Windham County 
Genealogy Interest 
Group meets Feb. 3 

BRATTLEBORO — On 
Saturday, Feb. 3, from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., the Windham County 
Genealogy Interest Group will 
meet online to present two top-
ics: “Using Arti� cial Intelligence 
in Genealogy” and “Using the 
David Rumsey Map Collection 
for Genealogy.” Register at  bit.
ly/WCGIGFEB2024  to receive a 
Zoom link before the meeting. 
Questions may be submitted at 
registration.

Jerry Carbone of  Whetstone 
Brook Genealogy will discuss the 
David Rumsey Map Collection at 
Stanford University, which be-
gan in 1966 and contains more 
than 200,000 maps, 128,000 of  
which are online. The collection 
focuses on rare maps from the 
1550s through the present. The 
collection’s scope is worldwide, 
but is very strong on various maps 
of  the United States.

The collection includes atlases, 
globes, wall maps, school geogra-
phies, pocket maps, books of  ex-
ploration, maritime charts, and a 
variety of  cartographic materials 
including pocket, wall, children’s, 
and manuscript maps.

Maps of  importance for ge-
nealogical use are property, 

insurance, railroad, military, and 
topographic maps. The presenta-
tion will focus on how to � nd the 
maps and use the various tools 
that are part of  the collection.

Wayne Blanchard, co-founder 
of  Windham County Genealogy 
Interest Group and genealogy 
volunteer at Rockingham Free 
Public Library, will give his in-
sights into arti� cial intelligence 
and its current and future use in 
genealogy.

Companies such as Ancestry 
and MyHeritage are beginning to 
incorporate AI in their websites 
to support users in their family 
research. Blanchard has been ex-
perimenting with some of  these 
tools and he will share what he 
has learned.

T h e  Wi n d h a m  C o u n t y 
Genealogy Interest Group is 
supported by Brooks Memorial 
Library in Brattleboro and 
Rock ingham Free  Publ i c 
Library in  Bel lows Fal ls . 
Contact Carbone or Blanchard 
at  windhamcountygig@gmail.com .

 ‘Remembering 
the Ancestors,’ 
a celebration of 
Black History at 
Brooks Library 

BRATTLEBORO — Local 
poet, story weaver, and artist 
Djeli (formerly William Forchion) 
will present “Remembering the 
Ancestors,” Monday, Feb. 5, at 
7 p.m. in the main reading room 
of  Brooks Memorial Library, 224 
Main St.

The presentation, spon-
sored by the Friends of  Brooks 
Memorial Library, will be a con-
versation about our shared his-
tory, and it will intentionally step 
into the future. It will include re-
cent unpublished writings as well 
as readings from his published po-
ems and essays.

Describing himself  as a story 
weaver who helps transform over-
whelm to overjoy, Djeli uses oral 
and written traditions, including 
poetry, to create an atmosphere 
of  curiosity and dialogue around 
even difficult topics. He helps 
others “breathe life into their own 
stories as part of  a healing pro-
cess by speaking from the heart.”

Books that Djeli has writ-
ten will be available for sale and 
signing. The free program is ac-
cessible to people in wheelchairs.

For more information, visit 
brookslibraryvt.org  or  ca l l 
802-254-5290.

 Bone Builders classes 
resume Feb. 6 

WEST BRATTLEBORO — 
The Bone Builders class at the 
All Souls Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 29 South St., will resume 
on Tuesday, Feb. 6. The class runs 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.

Bone Builders is modeled after 
the Growing Stronger Program 
created at Tufts University 
Friedman School of  Nutrition 
Science and Policy. The inter-
active strength-based exercise 
program bene� ts all genders and 
has been proven to help build 
strength, maintain bone density, 
improve balance, coordination, 
and mobility, reduce the risk of  
falling, and help maintain inde-
pendence in performing activi-
ties of  daily life.

Anyone aged 55 and over is 
welcome to attend. The class is 
free, and weights are provided. 
Participants who wish to par-
ticipate in the exercises using 
weights must have a release from 
their doctor.

Attendees should contact Bev 
Miller at  bevermont@gmail.com
to register and to get a medical 
consent form in advance of  the 
� rst class.

 Get ready for 2024 
solar eclipse with 
help from RFPL 

BELLOWS FALLS — The 
Rockingham Free Public Library 
will host Southern Vermont 
Astronomy Group (SoVerA) 
member Claudio Vél iz  on 
Thursday, Feb. 8, at 7 p.m for a 
presentation about the total so-
lar eclipse that will happen on 
April 8, which program organiz-
ers describe as an opportunity to 

experience a rare — even once-
in-a-lifetime — natural event.

In this graphic-rich presenta-
tion, Véliz will cover how to pre-
pare for the eclipse, where to be, 
and what to do if  it is cloudy. He 
will distribute safe, solar-� ltered 
glasses to in-person attendees, 
complete with instructions for 
how to use them when this solar 
event occurs.

This program is free, and ac-
cessible to those with disabilities.

In case of  cancellation due to 
weather, the program will be re-
scheduled to Thursday, Feb. 15.

For more information, email 
reference@rockinghamlibrary.
org , call 802-463-4270, or visit 
rockinghamlibrary.org .

 Grace Cottage’s Cabin 
Fever Online Auction 
begins Feb. 14 

TOWNSHEND — Grace 
Cottage’s Cabin Fever Online 

Auction is “a perfect way to 
bring fun and joy to your win-
ter,” say organizers, who describe 
items to be auctioned as “prac-
tical, delectable, delightful, and 
inspirational.”

Bidding takes place Feb. 
14–28.

Each year, the auction includes 
vacations, Vermont foods, lo-
cal gift certi� cates, handcrafted 
items, jewelry, art, and other do-
nations from area businesses and 
individuals.

All proceeds support patient 
care at Grace Cottage Family 
Health & Hospital. Visit the auc-
tion website,  32auctions.com/
GraceCottage2024 , to register, 
view the selection, and plan bid-
ding beginning Valentine’s Day.

For more information, visit 
gracecottage.org/auction  or e-mail 
info@gracecottage.org . 

 M O N T P E L I E R — Fo u r 
Windham County historic sites 
are among the 19 municipalities 
and nonpro� t organizations in six 
counties which will collectively 
receive $319,090 to help with the 
restoration and rehabilitation of  
landmarks and important historic 
buildings and structures.

These grants will help to lever-
age more than $1.5 million in ad-
ditional e� orts, according to the 
Vermont Division for Historic 
Preservation (VDHP) and the 
Vermont Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation.

“The projects funded in 2024 
involve some of  Vermont’s 
most iconic historic buildings 
and structures,” State Historic 
Preservation Officer Laura V. 
Trieschmann said in a news 
release.

“These places matter because 
they re� ect our history and serve 
as the centerpieces of  our com-
munities. Preserving historic 
sites starts at the local level and 
we applaud this year’s grant re-
cipients for their commitment,” 
she added.

The Windham County proj-
ects, as listed on the VDHP 
website:

•  Halifax Historical Society , 
$7,500. Originally built as a 
chapel by local resident Sanford 
Plumb, this building has served 
as a church, Grange, schoolhouse, 
general municipal building, and 
� re station. Today, it is owned by 
the Halifax Historical Society and 
used to house and display local 
historical items, to host local pro-
grams, and to provide educational 
programming in partnership with 
the local school.

A matching grant will support 
the Historical Society’s work to 
replace the building’s 30-year-
old asphalt shingle roof.

•  Rockingham Meeting House,
$11,800. Owned by the town 
since its construction in 1787, the 
Rockingham Meeting House is a 
National Historic Landmark. The 
building is open daily between 
Memorial Day and Oct. 31. It 
hosts weddings, memorial ser-
vices, concerts, and other public 
events. As part of  an ambitious 

multi-year restoration project, 
state grant support will be used 
to complete roof  repairs for this 
iconic building.

•  West Townshend Stone Arch 
Bridge , $20,000. The bridge 
was built in 1910 by self-taught 
dry stone mason James Otis 
Follett. After 113 years, it con-
tinues to carry traffic across 
Tannery Brook, but it needs 
major restoration.

State grant funding will match 
support from a National Park 
Service Save America’s Treasures 
grant and town funding. The 
Historical Society plans to con-
tinue increasing the bridge’s 
visibility.

•  Westminster Institute,  $5,500. 
The Westminster East Parish was 
created by the General Assembly 
in 1787. This unusual quasi-
municipal entity established the 
Westminster Institute and in 
1923–24 constructed this Colonial 
Revival–style building with an 
auditorium, meeting spaces, 
and a public library (now the 
Butter� eld Public Library).

Today, the building continues 
to be an important community as-
set, hosting public meetings and 
gatherings, classes, and theatrical 
events. A modest matching grant 
supports repair of  the building’s 
slate roof.

 About the grants 
The VDHP administers the 

Historic Preservation Grants, a 
state-funded program awarding 
one-to-one matching grants up 
to $20,000 for the rehabilitation 
of  civic and community resources 
that are a vital part of  Vermont’s 
historic downtowns, villages, and 
rural communities.

To qualify, the resource must 
be at least 50 years old and listed 
in or eligible for the National 
Register of  Historic Places.

Since the creation of  the pro-
gram in 1986, it has distributed 
$6.7 million to more than 650 
projects.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion, visit  accd.vermont.gov/
historic-preservation . 

 Four landmarks to receive 
state funding for preservation  
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(Of course you do! You’re from Windham County!)

Got something on your mind? Send contribu-
tions to our Letters from Readers section (500 
words or fewer strongly recommended) to 
voices@commonsnews.org; the deadline is 
Friday to be considered for next week’s paper. 
When space is an issue, we give priority to words 

that have not yet appeared elsewhere.
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that I don’t know are still known 
to me through other community 
connections as well,” Reynolds 
said. “I also want to trust them.”

She implored the current board 
to “please share any data that you 
can to help give folks some closure 
and to give survivors the respect 
they deserve. I think it’s the least 
we could do for them.”

“I won’t claim to know every-
thing that has transpired in the 
time since I left the board, but 
I can absolutely tell the current 
board members that they do not 
want to find themselves in the 
position that I am in right now,” 
Reynolds said.

Board members, she said, 
� nd themselves “fully aware of  
the quasi-judicial proceedings 
in which [they] are participants, 
while also feeling a deep sorrow 
and wondering if  we did what we 
set out to do when we � rst read 
Mindy’s piece and prioritized sur-
vivors over protecting our own 
interests.”

“Did we do that?” Reynolds 
asked.

Former board member David 
Schoales, who served as chair 
when the investigation started, 
said he was “surprised” by the 
board’s decision to “keep the 
sex abuse investigation private,” 
calling it “the worst possible 
outcome.”

“This was always going to be 
a hard decision for the school 
because board members are 
constantly aware of  potential lia-
bilities, but the board wholeheart-
edly endorsed a commitment to 
an independent investigation and 
releasing the � ndings,” Schoales 
said.

Even with two lawsuits already 
on the books, he said that “the 
stated intention of  the school 
board from the beginning was to 
be transparent.”

“The child psychologist/con-
sultant we hired had experience in 
abuse investigations, and he was 
clear that the best legal strategy 
for the school would be transpar-
ency,” Schoales said.

“We knew we would be sued, 
and because a former administra-
tor had publicly stated that the 
[administration] knew about the 
abuses, we knew the school would 
lose those suits,” he added.

“The best thing we could do 
was to uncover the scope of  the 
problem and publicly share any 
information that could be veri-
fied,” Schoales said. “Up until 
the time I retired from the board, 
that was the plan.”

He described the release of  the 
statement as “the worst possible 
outcome.”

“Coming clean is the moral 
choice, and would create a lot 
of  good will,” Schoales said. 
“Instead, the board seems to be 
modeling the church — cover-
ing up past sins and letting the 
perpetrators continue to interact 
with children.”

As a result, he said, “Students 
will see the adults who are sup-
posed to be protecting them cov-
ering up crimes. Courts will see 
no evidence that the school has 
accepted responsibility for let-
ting the abuses persist. Instead, 
the board will be committed to 
fighting back against the just 
claims of  the survivors. The at-
torneys will avoid going to court 
and will work out a settlement, so 
none of  the criminal abusers will 
ever be named.”

And that, Schoales said, is 
a scenario where “everyone 
loses but the abusers and the 
attorneys.”

“It is also discouraging that the 
188 people who signed the peti-
tion saying the school had com-
mitted ‘institution betrayal’ did 
not see � t to follow up and make 
sure that betrayal was reversed,” 
he said. “That fell to Mindy 
Haskins Rogers and Sherri Keefe. 
Their disappointment must be 
deeply bitter.”

“I want survivors to be heard,” 
Haskins Rogers said. “This was 
never supposed to be about me. 
I’m still in awe of  the power and 
courage of  the people who came 
forward to share their stories.”

Haskins Rogers vowed to 
“keep fighting to change this 
culture,” she said. “This is the 
WSESD’s failure, not ours.” 



College news

• Jaia Caron of Bellows Falls, Leah 

Madore of Williamsville, and Kylie 

Reed of Jacksonville were all named to 
the fall 2023 Dean’s List at Russell Sage 
College in Troy, New York.

• Ruby Powers of Dummerston was 
named to the Dean’s List for the fall 2023 
semester at James Madison University in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia.

• Ansley Henderson of Brookline, 
Maxwell Hooke  of Grafton, and 
Griffin Waryas of Bellows Falls were 
all named to the fall 2023 Dean’s List at 
the University of Rhode Island.

Obituaries

• Eloise Grace Bartley, 91, of 
Concord, N.H. Died peacefully, surrounded 
by her loving family, on Jan. 18, 2024. 
Eloise was born in Cabot, Vermont in July 
1932, the oldest daughter of Raymond 
and Jessie Batchelder. Originally living in 
northern Vermont, she spent most of her 
childhood in the Springfield, Vermont, 
area. A�er su�ering the loss of her father 
while she was in high school, Eloise’s 
mother had the strength and determina-
tion to keep the family together, raising 
her six children alone. Eloise graduated 
from Springfield High School in 1950 and 
then met her future husband Richard, 
also from Springfield. They married in 
1951 while he was a Marine stationed in 
Cherry Point, North Carolina. Richard’s 
military service and work moved them to 
many locations throughout New England, 
New York, and Pennsylvania. Their family 
grew with the births of Jerry and Donna 
in their early years of marriage before 
returning to Vermont in 1966. They set-
tled in Dummerston and completed 
their family with the birth of daughter 
Brenda. Throughout the years, Eloise 
worked at Green Mountain Orchard, The 
Book Press, American Optical, Henry’s 
Market, and Floyd’s Butcher Shop. She 
ended her working career at J.J. Nissen 
Bakery Outlet, from which she retired in 
the early 1990s. A�er spending more than 
40 years in Dummerston, Eloise moved to 
the Concord area to be near her daughter 
following the 2010 death of her husband. 
She most recently lived at Presidential 
Oaks Assisted Living in Concord, a place 
she loved and where she made many 
friends before her passing. Eloise was 
a loving and devoted daughter, sister, 
wife, mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother, great-great-grandmother and 
a friend to all. There were no strangers 
to her, only friends she had yet to meet. 
Family was always very important to her 
and her involvement in the Witham Family 
Reunion (which has continued for more 
than 120 years) was a high point of every 
year. Eloise is survived by siblings Paul 
Batchelder (Betty) and Sheila Johnson 
(Bill); sisters-in-law Lois Batchelder and 
Brenda Mae Batchelder; children Jerry 
Bartley (Anne) of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, Donna Simonds and fiancé Mark 
Tassinari of Pembroke, Massachusetts 
and Brenda Hodges (Eric) of Rio Rancho, 
New Mexico; grandchildren Heather 
Anaya (Alex), David Bartley (Jennifer), 
Justin Simonds (Ashley), Krista Carrington 
(Russ), and Zachary Hodges; great-grand-
children Gary, Michael, Trevor, Cameron, 
Denlyn, Jace, Landon, Logan, Ashlyn, and 
Jordan; great-great-grandchildren Scarlett 
and Taylin; and many nieces, nephews, 
and cousins. In addition to her husband, 
she was predeceased by her parents, 
stepfather Linford Bowen, and brothers 
Raymond, Wallace and Robert Batchelder. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: Donations 
to Presidential Oaks, 200 Pleasant St., 
Concord, NH 03301.

• Philip Curtis 

“Phil” Blum, 64, 

of Sarasota, Florida, 
formerly of Guilford. 
Died unexpectedly 
J a n .  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4  at 
Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital following 

an extended period of declining health. 
Phil was born in Brattleboro on June 20, 
1959, the son of the late Robert J. Blum 
and Arlene (Yeaw) Blum. He attended 
Academy School and Guilford Elementary 
School, and graduated from Brattleboro 
Union High School with the Class of 1977. 
Phil earned his certification as a Vermont 
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) 
and was an active volunteer with Rescue 
Inc. for several years, a calling he really 
enjoyed. A�er graduation, he joined the 
workforce in the printing trade, working 
for a local Brattleboro printing business. 
Not wanting to live with clipped wings, 
Phil decided to break out on his own and 
move to Florida at age 24, with not much 
more than a few clothes and a sleeping 
bag in his car. Settling in Orlando, he im-
mediately was hired by a growing print-
ing firm, which he was employed by for 
several years. Phil’s career in later years 
was in the IT industry with positions in 
Florida, Ohio, Texas, and New Jersey. 
It was in Florida that Phil met the love 
of his life, another New Englander from 
Williamstown, Massachusetts, Carrie Gest 
Markgraf, whom he married in Miami in 
May 1989. In 1992, Phil and Carrie wel-
comed their only son, Justin Philip Blum, 
who predeceased them on Feb. 12, 2019. 
Less than a year later, on Jan. 2, 2020, Phil 
lost his wife to cancer. Phil’s life was not 
without challenges and hardships, but 
even so, he remained a genuine, funny, 
caring and generous person. He loved mu-
sic, especially attending concerts, and had 
attended so many he lost count. He was 
a huge fan of baseball and an avid New 

York Yankees fan, and football, where the 
Miami Dolphins were his team of choice. 
Survivors include his mother of Guilford; 
two brothers; Craig Blum of Guilford and 
Cameron Blum of Brattleboro; as well as 
his sister, and brother-in-law, Sheila and 
Rick Pollica of Guilford; three nephews, 
Eric and Kyle Pollica, and Trevor Blum; 
and two great nephews, Connor and Rian 
Pollica. MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A 
graveside committal service will be con-
ducted later in the springtime in Baker 
Cemetery in Guilford where he will be laid 
to rest with his wife and son. Donations to 
the Windham County Humane Society, 
P.O. Box 397, Brattleboro, VT 05302; or 
to Nate’s Honor Animal Rescue, 4951 
Lorraine Rd, Bradenton, FL 34211. To of-
fer condolences, visit atamaniuk.com.

• Constance E. “Connie” 

Carlson, 102, a resident of Brattleboro 
for 57 years. Died peacefully on Jan. 18, 
2024 at Our Lady of Providence Residential 
Care Community in Winooski. Connie 
was born in Burlington on November 
8, 1921, the daughter of Frederick and 
Ethel (Fountain) Savard. She attended 
public schools in Milton and graduated 
from Milton High School, later earn-
ing her teacher’s degree from Johnson 
Normal School. Connie’s first assignment 
as a teacher was in a one-room school-
house in St. Albans. Later, she taught in 
Springfield, Vermont and, for many years, 
taught in Winchester, Massachusetts. She 
then moved to Brattleboro, where she 
taught at the former Esteyville School 
and then at Green Street School, until she 
retired. A devout Catholic, Connie was a 
longtime communicant of St. Michael’s 
Roman Catholic Church. She was also a 
member of the American Legion Post 5 
Auxiliary, maintaining her membership 
since 1963. Of her leisure time activities, 
she enjoyed bowling, taking walks, and 
was an avid reader. On February 15, 1964 
at St. Mary’s Parish in St. Albans, she was 
married to Ernest C. Carlson, who prede-
ceased her on March 15, 2016. Survivors 
include her sister, Beverly “Bev” Collins 
and her husband Lawrence of Fairfield; 
a special niece, Kara Collins Gomez and 
family of Tallahassee, Florida; a spe-
cial nephew, Jamie Savard and family 
of Wilmington, North Carolina; and sev-
eral other nieces and nephews and their 
families. Additionally, she leaves several 
wonderful neighbors and close friends. 
Connie was predeceased by five brothers 
and one sister. MEMORIAL INFORMA-

TION: A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
celebrated at St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
later in the springtime at a date and time 
to be announced. Committal rites and 
burial will be in Saint Michael’s Parish 
Cemetery. Donations to Saint Michael’s 
Catholic Church or to Bridgid’s Kitchen, 
47 Walnut St., Brattleboro, VT 05301. To 
o�er condolences, visit atamaniuk.com.

•  P a u l i n e 

R o b i n s o n 

“ P o l l y ” 

Casanova, 85, 
of Newfane. Died 
on Jan.  14,  2024 
a t  D a r t m o u t h -
Hitchcock Medical 

Center in Lebanon, New Hampshire, sur-
rounded by love after a struggle with 
kidney disease. Polly was born in West 
Wardsboro on Feb. 20, 1938, the daugh-
ter of Travis and Nora (Boyd) Robinson. In 
1942, the family moved to Newfane where 
Polly grew up and attended elementary 
school. She graduated from Leland & Gray 
Seminary in Townshend. A�er high school, 
Polly worked at Grant’s department store 
in Brattleboro and later became the of-
fice manager. She married Carl Sargent 
in 1958, they were together for 14 years 
and had four children. Polly was active 
in Girl Scout leadership as the girls were 
growing up and she served the commu-
nity with babysitting, sewing for others, 
and was active in the Newfane Grange. 
In 1967, she started working at the First 
National Bank in Jamaica for many years, 
and was also active in the NewBrook Fire 
Department Auxiliary. In 1973, she met the 
love of her life, “Patsy” Casanova, and they 
married on June 7, 1978. They later pur-
chased a “mom & pop” store, The County 
Seat Market, which served the West River 
Valley for years known by all as “Patsy & 
Polly’s.” Polly also worked for a few years 
doing in-home healthcare. In 1998, the 
couple started foster care, which Polly 
continued in her retirement. She worked 
for NFI & Families First, fostering many 
children and also doing respite care. Polly 
loved adventures, especially camping at 
Maidstone and Grout Pond with her sib-
lings and her family, later at the old County 
Seat Market site in Newfane with her son 
Ron & family members. In addition she 
enjoyed her trips to Arizona to be with her 
best friend Gwen. Polly was the rock of the 
family, always there in times of trouble 
or triumph. She was everything to every-
body; Gram, Ma, Sister, and Aunt all rolled 
up into one incredible package. Spending 
time with family and friends was first and 
foremost among her loves. As the nexus 
of Newfane, her door was always open to 
all. She welcomed everyone to her round 
table for laughter, conversation, and good 
food. Polly knew how to laugh and to love, 
and was never afraid to act like a young-
ster. For Polly, tag sales were half pas-
sionate pursuit and half social event. She 
always managed to find that one perfect 
thing others were looking for. She would 
purposely buy broken things just so she 
could take them apart, her keen and cu-
rious mind would not let her rest until 
she understood the inner workings of her 
purchase. She could rehab the most bro-
ken things, people included, with flair. In 
today’s world of opportunity for women, 
she would have been a great engineer. 

Polly was predeceased by her parents, 
her husband Patsy, her daughter Alanah 
Vanleeuwen, foster son David Hardy, and 
her siblings, Betty Druke (Bernie), Irene 
Brooks (Alfred), James Robinson (Ida), 
Sally Herring (Rod), and sister-in-law 
Patricia Sargent. She is survived by her 
siblings Mary Laitres (Leo) of Brattleboro 
and Louise McGourty (Jack) of Barnstead, 
New Hampshire; children Cindy Rose 
(Jack) and Linda Brookes of Newfane, 
Ronald Sargent and daughter in-law 
Lori of Brattleboro; nephew Billy Brooks 
whom she has mothered since 2012; and 
her grandchildren Jessica Emerson (Eric) 
and Joshua Brookes (Jessica) of Newfane, 
who lived with her the majority of their 
school years; Tavis Rose of Townshend, 
Ashley Rose of Newfane, Travis Sargent 
(Amber) of Brattleboro, Amanda Pacheco 
(Josh) of Dummerston, Brianah Hall 
(Jason) of Springfield, and Cody Hall of 
Newfane; great-grandchildren Matt and 
Abigail Emerson, Scarlett Rose, Hayden 
Vanleeuwen, Jacob Smart, Annabelle 
and Tucker Brookes, Savannah Squires, 
Alice and Emilia Pacheco, Chloe Hall, 
Je�ery Parker, and Oaklynn Sargent; and 
many dear nieces and nephews. Polly 
had two dear friends who checked in on 
her daily, Bob Holden and Bob Litchfield. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A cel-
ebration of life will be held at Newfane 
Congregational Church on Feb. 11 at 1 
p.m. Donations to Grace Cottage Hospital 
(P.O. Box 216 Townshend, Vermont 05353) 
or NewBrook Fire & Rescue (P.O. Box 77 
Newfane, VT 05345).

•  R o b e r t 

Wayne “Bobby” 
Damon, 38,  of 
Townshend. Died 
suddenly on Dec. 20, 
2023. Born on Aug. 5, 
1985 in Springfield, 
Vermont to Lori and 

the late Tom Leary, Bobby worked for 
Soundview Paper Company in Putney for 
almost a decade. He was always known as 
a “social butterfly,” chatting with everyone 
while sharing laughs and smiles. Most of 
all Bobby was a father to his three chil-
dren — the youngest, Braydn, the oldest, 
Makayla, and the middle-child, Skylah, 
who predeceased him. He was a fiancé 
to his long-term partner and mother of 
his children, RoseAnn Goetz, with whom 
he spent the last 19 years. Bobby grew 
up with three siblings, his older brother, 
Joseph Ainsworth, and his younger sib-
lings, Jessica Leary, and Richard Leary. 
Bobby was also valued greatly as a “son-
in-law” to RoseAnn’s parents, Evelyn and 
the late John Goetz. Bobby was also a 
nephew to many aunts and uncles. He 
was a friend to all, and willingly would 
stop to help anyone in need. He had a way 
of brightening a room with his sunshine 
personality, making sure no one was le� 
in the dark. He had many interests: play-
ing cribbage, Yahtzee, and video games, 
watching movies, going on a nature walks, 
exploring, traveling, listening to music, 
writing poetry and songs, and drawing. 
He was a jack of all trades. MEMORIAL 

INFORMATION: A celebration of his life 
will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 7, from 1 
to 4 p.m., at 689 VT-30, Newfane.

•  V e g l i a 

C a c c i v i o 

Derosia, 87, of 
Brattleboro. Died 
peacefully at home, 
surrounded by her 
family, on Jan. 24, 
2024. She was born 

on Sept. 6, 1936 in Plainfield, Vermont, the 
second of three daughters of the late Iglio 
and Pauline (Wright) Caccivio. Veglia was 
a graduate of St. Michael’s High School 
in Brattleboro, where she was known as 
“the girl with the golden personality.” 
She also attended Northeastern College 
in Boston, where she earned her license 
as a lab technician. In May 1958, Veglia 
married Bernard James “Bernie” Derosia 
of Brattleboro, who predeceased her in 
September 2014. During their life together, 
they were active and supportive parents 
in the school activities of their children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchildren. 
A�er Bernie’s passing, Veglia continued 
to be an avid fan at all her grandchildren 
and great grandchildren’s school events, 
including all sports, music and award 
events. She especially enjoyed the week-
end trips all over New England to support 
her grandchildren in their AAU and college 
sporting activities. As her children became 
older, Veglia began a 33-year career em-
ployed by Price Chopper/Market 32, where 
she fully retired from in August 2023. Each 
day, she brought positivity, dependability 
and a strong work ethic. Veglia lived life 
believing that family comes first in kind-
ness, happiness, love and strife, together 
and forever. She was a parishioner of St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church, and in her ear-
lier life was in the church choir, o�en sing-
ing at midnight Mass on Christmas Eve 
that used to be broadcast on local radio 
stations. In addition to her parents and 
husband, Veglia was predeceased by her 
daughter, Angela Marie in 1989, her son-
in-law, Stephen Lynch in 2021, and her 
older sister, Colleen Murphy in 2023. She 
is survived by her six children and their 
spouses, Lisa, Wayne, Karen Lynch, Scott 
(Janet), Joseph (Sheena), and Jimmy 
(Kelly) who will always remember her as 
a humble, graceful, supportive Mom who 
loved her family unconditionally; her 15 
grandchildren and their spouses, Michelle 
(Ricky), Jason (Jenn), Amy (Brian), Becky 
(Marshall), Taylor, Lilly, Alex, Zach, Maddy, 
Morgan, Kyle, Grady, Hailey, Lucy and 
Lydia; and her 12 great-grandchildren who 
will forever miss their selfless, strong, joy-
ful, caring, and irreplaceable Grammy. In 
addition, she is survived by her younger 

sister and her husband, Karen and Henry 
LaRose; two brothers-in-law, Sylvester 
Murphy and Fred Derosia; as well as many 
nieces and nephews. Extended family 
considered her an adopted Grammy, 
including Alex Fellows and Grammy’s 
furry friends, Brody and Koda. In the 
end, Veglia continued to communicate 
her love and thankfulness to her family, 
when it was her family that was blessed 
to have had her love, guidance and gener-
osity throughout their lives. MEMORIAL 

INFORMATION: A remembrance of her 
life will be held at American Legion Post 5 
on Saturday, Feb. 3, starting at 1 p.m. The 
family will hold a private memorial ser-
vice in the spring. Donations to Vermont 
Special Olympics, 16 Gregory Drive, Suite 
2, So. Burlington, VT 05403; St. Brigid’s 
Kitchen, 47 Walnut St., Brattleboro, VT 
05301; or St. Michael’s School, 48 Walnut 
St., Brattleboro, VT 05301. To o�er condo-
lences, visit atamaniuk.com.

• Jacqueline 

G e n s , 7 3 , o f 
Shelburne Fal ls , 
Massachusetts. Died 
on Jan. 2, 2024, in 
N o r t h a m p t o n , 
Massachusetts, a�er 
a courageous battle 

with cancer. She was predeceased by her 
mother, Olga Pakido� Gens Shreiner, and 
father, Alexander Pierre Gens. She is sur-
vived by brothers Mike, of Boston, and 
Will, in Great Neck, New York; nieces Dr. 
Alexandra Gens, Athena Maitri Gens and 
Lydia Karunya Gens; nephew Kyle Devin 
Gens, Esq.; and myriad close friendships 
she developed over an adventurous 
and creative life. Born on January 20, 
1950, in Woodland Hills, California, as a 
teen, Jacqueline moved with her fam-
ily to New York City as teen and, later, 
to Bernardston, Massachusetts. She 
graduated from Pioneer Valley Regional 
High School in 1968, working full time 
at Mohawk Plastics while still a student. 
A brief marriage to artist Stephen Curtis 
ended in an amicable divorce. She at-
tended Greenfield Community College 
and transferred to Smith College for a 
B.A. in classics and anthropology as an 
Ada Comstock Scholar, Class of 1981. In 
1983, she pursued a graduate degree in 
Buddhist studies at the Naropa Institute 
(now Naropa University) in Boulder, 
Colorado; in 2005, an MFA in creative 
writing (Poetry) from New England 
College; and in 2007, an MAT in informa-
tion technology from Marlboro College. 
Beneath her calm demeanor, she worked 
hard, o�en operating behind the scenes. 
Courageous, witty, irreverent, keenly 
delighted with conversation, she threw 
herself into life wholeheartedly: poetry, 
Tibetan Buddhism, cooking, friendships. 
Starting in her 20s, she lived for several 
years at Total Loss Farm in Guilford, which 
remained a touchstone for the rest of her 
life. At Naropa, she met prominent poets 
and worked with many of them, includ-
ing Allen Ginsberg, whom she had idol-
ized ever since seeing him on television 
when she was a teenager. She moved to 
New York to become Ginsberg’s personal 
assistant, o�ice manager, and photo archi-
vist. Ginsberg appreciated her, saying that 
she saved him from klesha, a Sanskrit term 
for poison, a�liction, and negative mental 
patterns. Jacqueline maintained a role in 
Ginsberg’s legacy to the end. Among her 
many accomplishments, she co-founded 
and co-directed with Chard deNiord a 
poetry workshop in Patzcuaro, Mexico, 
in 1998-99, and then the MFA program in 
poetry at New England College from 2001 
to 2012. The program included some of 
the very best poetry faculty in the country. 
Jacqueline’s wisdom, keen intelligence, 
and business savvy were instrumental in 
growing it from just 10 students into an 
international graduate program with an 
enrollment of fi�y-two. A poet herself, she 
published several chapbooks and founded 
the website poetrymind. Jacqueline’s in-
fluence as a wise woman, dear friend to 
myriad MFA students, and longtime stu-
dent herself of the Tibetan Buddhist mas-
ter of Dzogchen leaves a deep emptiness 
in the hearts of her friends, an emptiness 
that fills immediately with memories of 
her kindness, humor, wisdom, and love. 
The Stuff  of  Dreams, a 1977 documen-
tary about a community production of 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest performed 
by the Monteverdi Players at Sweet Pond 
in Guilford, commemorates her essential 
role as stage manager. She was an active 
member of the Buddhist community at 
Tsegyalgar East in Conway, Massachusetts, 
where she co-founded the Khandroling 
Paper Cooperative. She was a respected 
scholar of Tibetan Buddhism, published 
in numerous journals and online, and had 
two radio monthly programs on WVEW. 
She also published chapbooks of her 
own poems. In retirement, she contin-
ued to write poems, run poetry writing 
groups online and in person, cooked as 
a personal chef, maintained the poetry-

mind blog, and defended tenants’ rights 
at her housing community. She remained 
clear-headed and vividly herself until her 
last hours. MEMORIAL INFORMATION: 
Donations to Shang Shung Publications or 
to Shang Shung Institute School of Tibetan 
Medicine-America by sending a check to 
School of Tibetan Medicine, P.O. Box 479, 
Conway, MA 01341

• Keith Scott 

Griswold, 59, 
died on Jan. 12, 2024 
at Cheshire Medical 
Center in Keene, 
New Hampshire af-
ter a brief illness. He 
was born on June 

10, 1964 to Allan and Doris (Squires) 
Griswold. Keith enjoyed snowmobiling, 
hunting, gardening, and riding his motor-
cycle. Besides his loving partner, Jennifer 
Razee, he leaves behind his father, Allan 
Griswold (Julie) of Guilford; brothers Mark 
(Karla) and Brian Griswold, all of Guilford; 

niece Andrea Crowningshield (Geo�) of 
Vernon; nephew Heath Parsons (Erikka) of 
Swanzey New Hampshire; and four great-
nieces as well as several cousins. He was 
predeceased by his mother and a brother, 
Damon. MEMORIAL INFORMATION: 
Services will be private.

• Stanley A. 

“Stan” Mack, 

76, of Gra�on. Died 
comfortably at his 
home under hos-
pice care on Dec. 27, 
2023. Stanley was 
born in Bridgeport, 

Connecticut on Sept. 1, 1947 to Otto 
and Mildred (Isaacs) Mack. He grew up 
in Trumbull. Connecticut, and became a 
volunteer firefighter for the town at age 
15. Stan graduated from Trumbull High 
School in the Class of 1965 and then 
earned his associate’s degree from the 
Connecticut School of Electronics. He 
was the loving husband of Patricia (Lobo) 
Mack. The two married in Trumbull on 
Feb. 10, 1973 and moved to Grafton in 
September 1979. Stan soon became the 
Fire Chief for 20 years and was honored 
by having the Fire Station named in his 
honor for initiating and being the driving 
force behind getting the new fire station 
designed and built, and replacing the 
older fire vehicles with newer equipment. 
He was also an EMT for more than 40 
years and devoted his life to helping and 
protecting others. He also served on the 
Gra�on Selectboard and was Emergency 
Management Director for many years. 
He began working for the Windham 
Foundation in 1980 as an electrician and 
shepherd. Along with Doug Wright, they 
tended the 100-plus flock and helped 
with many lambings (Stan was known as 
“The Electrical Shepherd.’) He soon be-
came their Director of Maintenance and 
remained with the Windham Foundation 
for almost 30 years. Stan is survived and 
will be missed by Pat, his loving wife and 
best friend of more than 50 years; his exu-
berant dog, Josephine; his sister, Marilyn 
Gilvear of Charlestown, New Hampshire; 
his sisters-in-law Carolyn Lobo and her 
husband Vince Brunelli of Newtown, 
Connecticut, and Lorraine Curley and her 
husband Bob of Dublin, Ohio. MEMORIAL 

INFORMATION: A memorial service 
and celebration of Stan’s life will take 
place on Saturday, May 4, at 11 a.m., at 
the Community Church of Gra�on, with 
a celebration to follow. Donations to the 
Stan Mack Memorial Fund, in care of the 
Gra�on Firemen’s Association, P.O. Box 
191, Gra�on, VT 05146, for the continued 
maintenance of the fire station. To send 
condolences, visit csnh.com.

• Merrill Ernest Spiller Jr., 93, 
of Vernon. Died Jan. 14, 2024, with his fam-
ily by his side, at Vernon Green Nursing 
Home. Merrill was born in the home of 
his parents, Merrill and Grace (Carter) 
Spiller, in Leominster, Massachusetts, on 
Feb. 22, 1930, the oldest of four children. 
Growing up in there, he was a Boy Scout, 
played clarinet, and worked at the local 
grocery store a�er school. He attended 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, where he 
was a member of Sigma Phi Epsilon and 
was in the radio club. He graduated in 1951 
with a B.S. in electrical engineering. While 
at WPI, Merrill met Betty Joan Anderson 
on a blind date; they were married on May 
15, 1954. Merrill had been inducted into 
the Army and, soon a�er the wedding, he 
was sent to Japan. While stationed there, 
he worked as an assistant radio engineer. 
When he returned, Merrill and Betty set-
tled in North Easton, Massachusetts; his 
first job was with the Foxboro Company. In 
1968, he obtained a master’s degree in en-
gineering management from Northeastern 
University. He later worked in manage-
ment positions in the manufacturing 
departments of Sylvania, Polaroid, Data 
Terminal Systems, and Aviv Corporation. 
Merrill was very connected to his commu-
nity, a connection that he strengthened 
through service. As an active member 
of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in North 
Easton, he held several o�ices within the 
church over the years. Merrill became a 
Mason in 1960 and was a faithful lifelong 
member of his Lodge. He was also a long-
time member of the board of trustees of 
Brockton Hospital, serving as chair from 
1984 to 1986. He maintained his ties to 
WPI as an alumnus, serving as treasurer 
for Tech Old Timers (now WPI Voyagers) 
and helping to plan several class reunions. 
In 2011, he received the Herbert F. Taylor 
Alumni Award for Distinguished Service 
to WPI. Merrill was an avid ham radio op-
erator and loved all things tech, as well 
as any kind of vehicle, from sports cars 
to model rockets. Both Merrill and Betty 
shared with their children (and eventu-
ally, their grandchildren) their love of the 
outdoors — camping, hiking, and boating. 
A true engineer, Merrill prepared for all 
family excursions with detailed itinerar-
ies, thorough checklists, expert packing 
techniques, and strict time management 
skills. In 1978, Merrill and Betty bought a 
motor home and took their kids on a six-
week cross-country trip; this marked the 
first of many long treks they made over the 
next four decades. Together, Merrill and 
Betty drove to and camped in 49 states. 
(For their 50th anniversary, they flew to 
Hawaii to “complete the set.”) In 2017, 
Merrill and Betty moved to Vernon. They 
continued to enjoy traveling and spending 
time with family and stayed active through 
their ninth decade. Merrill is survived by 
his wife; son, Douglas (Yong Hee) Spiller; 
and daughter, Cheryl (Stephen) Redmond; 
as well as granddaughters Laura (Adam) 
Sobel, Kimberly Spiller (Marc Weiss), and 
Genevieve Redmond. He is predeceased 
by his brother, Richard Spiller; and his 
sisters, Marilyn Baker and Bernita Spiller. 
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: A memorial 
service at the Guilford Community Church 
on March 9 at 1 p.m. To o�er condolences, 
visit atamaniuk.com.

• Shirley May 

Clark Squires, 

94, of Guilford, a res-
ident of Thompson 
H o u s e  n u r s i n g 
home for the past 
year. Died Jan. 24, 
2024 at Brattleboro 

Memorial Hospital. She was born at home 
in Guilford on November 9, 1929, the 
daughter of Earl and Clara (Goodnow) 
Clark. She lived her entire life in Guilford, 
attending a one-room school for eight 
years. Shirley continued on to Brattleboro 
High School, graduating in 1947. In the 
early 1940s, Shirley worked at Woolworths 
and Holstein Association. She married 
Webster Squires on May 21, 1950 at the 
Meeting House Church in Guilford Center. 
They built a house in 1953, just down the 
road. They raised six children there. Over 
the years, Shirley was a 4-H Leader, a 
Red Cross Volunteer, and served 20 years 
as treasurer for the Guilford Historical 
Society. She was also a crossword puzzle 
“addict.” In 1969, she became the cook 
at Guilford School. She retired in 1996, 
but later became assistant manager in 
the Brattleboro Memorial Hospital caf-
eteria, retiring in 2007. Shirley loved 
gardening and watching the wild crit-
ters in her back yard and enjoyed get-to-
gethers with her family. One of her great 
memories was flying to Amsterdam for 
the Tulip Festival. She is survived by six 
children, Rebecca West (Ed) of Guilford, 
David Squires (Betty) of Windham, Bonnie 
Newton (Gary) of Vernon, Andrew Squires 
(Brenda) of Maine, Todd Squires (Kathy) 
of Guilford, and Kenneth Squires of 
Biddeford, Maine; a sister, Arlene Gilbert 
(Bob); a brother, Richard Clark (Kathy); a 
sister-in-law, Cindy Clark; 12 grandchil-
dren, 26 great grandchildren, two great-
great grandchildren, and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. Shirley was pre-
deceased by her husband of 49 years on 
April 26, 2000; her brothers, Arnold and 
Edward; her sister, Virginia; and a daugh-
ter-in-law, Tina. MEMORIAL INFORMA-

TION: A celebration of life will be held at 
American Legion Post 5 on Saturday, Feb. 
10, from 1 to 4 p.m. Graveside commit-
tal services in Guilford Center Cemetery, 
where she will be laid to rest beside her 
husband, will take place in the springtime 
when the cemetery reopens. Donations 
to the Guilford Volunteer Fire Dept., 108 
Guilford Center Road, Guilford, VT 05301, 
or Rescue, Inc., P.O. Box 593, Brattleboro, 

VT 05302. To offer 
condolences, visit 
atamaniuk.com.

•  F a i t h 

Christine White, 
51, of Brattleboro. 
Died unexpectedly 
on Jan. 19, 2024 at 

her home, following a lengthy period 
of declining health. Faith was born in 
Brattleboro on May 29, 1972, the daughter 
of the late Walter and Emily (Miller) White. 
A premature infant, at birth her weight was 
a mere one pound, four ounces. She was 
known as a miracle baby, so tiny her father 
could hold her in the palm of his hand. She 
was raised and educated in Brattleboro 
where she attended public schools, gradu-
ating from Brattleboro Union High School 
with the Class of 1990. Faith worked most 
of her career as a healthcare giver, per-
forming private duty for the elderly in 
their homes. She also had worked at the 
former Linden Lodge Nursing Home and 
at the Holton Home on Western Avenue. 
She later earned her certification as 
a Vermont State Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT), an achievement she 
was very proud of. For several years, she 
was an active volunteer with Rescue, Inc. 
During her youth and teen years, Faith was 
involved with the day-to-day operation 
of her parent’s ministry, Faith Ministries 
Mission and Shelter, located at her par-
ent’s home on Frost Place. Although small 
in physical stature, Faith was known to be 
feisty and full of life. Faced with health 
issues most of her adult life, she was al-
ways optimistic and positive, seeing the 
shiny side of a rusty nail. Faith enjoyed 
the outdoors, swimming, suntanning, 
and she loved the beach, especially trips 
to Hampton Beach, New Hampshire with 
her family. She was also an avid reader. 
Survivors include her son, Trevor Leclair 
of Lunenburg, Massachusetts; one brother, 
Walter White of Brattleboro; an uncle, 
George Miller of Walpole, New Hampshire; 
close friend and companion, Todd Leclair 
of Brattleboro; her stepmother, Linda 
White of Bennington; and many cous-
ins. Additionally, she leaves her beloved 
Puggle, “Emmy.” MEMORIAL INFORMA-

TION: A graveside committal service will 
be conducted later in the springtime in 
West Brattleboro Cemetery. To o�er con-
dolences, visit atamaniuk.com.

Services

• A celebration of life for Paul J. Van 

Winkle will be held in the back room of 
Peter Havens Restaurant in Brattleboro 
on Feb. 8, at 4 p.m. All who were close 
to Paul are welcome to attend. In lieu of 
flowers, bring your favorite martini glass 
and your best “Paul V.” story to share in re-
membrance. Mr. Van Winkle, 63, of Putney, 
died on Dec. 21, 2023.

N
ature equals change, 
and it �ows continu-

ously and onwards.
—PAUL VAN WINKLE
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Births, deaths, and news of  people  from Windham County

Milestones are published as community news at no cost to families, thanks to �nancial support of  our members 
and advertisers. Send them to news@commonsnews.org.Though we ask that content for this column be sent by 
Friday at 5 p.m., we will do our best to include late obituaries. Please alert the newsroom at 802-246-6397 for 
post-deadline urgent submissions. We will always do our best to accommodate contributors in their time of  grief.



Looking for a veterinarian for your
goats, cows, or sheep?

Goats, cows
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Stewart Property Management 

ABBOTT BLOCK
BRATTLEBORO, VT

We are accepting applications 1 BR and 2 BR 
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Rent for 1 bedroom is $675 per month.

Rent for 2 bedroom is $775 per month.

Rent includes heat, hot water, snow and trash removal.  
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Brooks Memorial Library Director Starr LaTronica.
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who bring barking dogs into the 
main reading room.

Sometimes, help from the po-
lice is necessary.

“We’ve had people who re-
fuse to leave at the end of  the 
day,” LaTronica said. “We call 
the police and ask them to come. 
Then we tell the people that they 
can’t come back unless they have 
a discussion with us and under-
stand and agree to these param-
eters. But we’ve had people at 
nine o’clock that just don’t want 
to leave. And we’ve had other 
situations where people have just 
reached a breaking point and de-
stroyed library property. Or when 
when the sta� feels endangered.”

These kinds of  things are un-
acceptable, she said.

“All those compassionate peo-
ple that went into library work 
did not sign up for that,” she 
continued. “We’ve lost at least 
one sta� member who felt that 
her health was just being endan-
gered by working here. She felt 
not safe.”

The town now has what 
LaTronica describes as two “very 
nice” security guards who patrol 
the transportation center and 
also make themselves available 
to the library.

“We have a security guard that 
comes to help us close up — to 
make sure that everybody’s out,” 
LaTronica said. “They’re a nice 
presence of  strength, without be-
ing oppressive.”

One of  them recently held his 
wedding at the library; LaTronica 
was one of  the witnesses.

The police also have an em-
bedded HCRS worker; he has 
been able to help with unusual 
situations at the library. One 
day recently, for example, a man 
showed up at the library wearing 
a hospital gown, paper trousers, 
and a jacket.

“He managed to get in the 
library and sit down in one of  
our chairs with wheels on it,” 
LaTronica said. “Then he scooted 
over to the circulation desk and 
said, ‘Can I use the phone?’”

She noted that the library does 
o�er a courtesy phone “for folks 
that don’t have phones — and 
there are a lot of  people who 
don’t.”

After the call, he pleaded with 
staff  to give him a ride home. 
“He was pretty frail and pretty 
in�rm,” LaTronica said.

The library called the police’s 
HCRS worker.

“While we were waiting, he 
asked if  we had something to 
eat,” LaTronica said. “So I went 
upstairs and got him a granola bar 
from the sta� room. And one of  
the board members had donated 
a big beach towel that she had got 
from somewhere, and I put that 
around his shoulders because he 
was cold.”

When the HCRS worker ar-
rived, it turned out that the two 
men knew each other. So the man 
got his ride home.

Extra help is a must
The HCRS person at the li-

brary is Care Coordinator Mary 
Lachenal.

“I have helped people make 
primary care appointments,” said 
Lachenal, who previously worked 
at Groundworks Collaborative. 
“I’ve helped them sign up for 
Medicaid. I’ve helped people with 
food stamps applications there. 
And sometimes I just sit there 
and talk with them.”

“Mary is great in that she 
has a background with a lot of  
these folks,” LaTronica said. 
“We have a limited experience. 
She has a much deeper relation-
ship with them from her work at 
Groundworks. So that’s been re-
ally, really helpful.”

In some circumstances, she 
has been present “when people 
get worked up,” she continued.

Lachenal, Latronica said, “has 
the training to intervene, to have 
a discussion, to calm somebody 
down, to get to the root of  the 
problem: ‘OK, what’s needed 
here? What is the issue right 
now?’ Because sometimes, some-
body will �y o� the handle. And 
that’s really not the root of  the 
problem.”

For example, someone might 
be talking into their cell phone.

“We will ask someone not 
to talk on the cell phone while 
they’re at the library,” LaTronica 
said. “And sometimes people 
take offense, take umbrage at 
that. And they really come back 
strong verbally with us. But Mary 
is there to intervene and say, ‘You 
know, what’s going on is not just 
that they can’t talk on the cell 
phone here.’ It’s like that was the 
�nal straw for them.”

Rather, “they’re feeling that 
they have no respect anywhere. 
They have no power anywhere. 
They have no place anywhere. 
And now they come to the library, 
and we’re telling him, ‘You can’t 
talk on your cell phone,’” she 
continued.

“Mary is very good at defus-
ing a situation and then taking 
that next step: OK, what do we 
need to do? How do we need to make 
this better? That’s been fantastic 
for us.”

Lachenal is not a social worker; 
she is trained in “trauma in-
formed care.”

“It’s a way of  approaching 
situations where each situation 
is unique to the individual,” she 
said. “There could have been 
trauma. Behavior could be stem-
ming from trauma. We don’t 
know anybody’s life story. But 
that doesn’t make them any less 
of  a person.”

A problem could be something 
as simple, but as time consuming, 
as needing help to access a cru-
cial service.

“We need to sort of  sit with 
that person, to see where that per-
son would have the most e�cient 
connection to get the resources 
they need,” LaTronica said. If  
the person is looking for work, 
for example, sta� asks, “Do you 

need the Department of  Labor?”
“We need to know where to 

send that person,” she said. “So 
we needed somebody who has 
their finger on the pulse of  all 
those places. We also needed 
somebody who can recognize 
when somebody’s in trouble and 
to refer them to places where they 
might need to go for emotional 
support.”

Literacy might be a prob-
lem; some people are reluctant 
to admit they have trouble with 
reading.

“They don’t want to say, ‘Yeah, 
I can’t read that.’” LaTronica 
said. “They say, ‘I’ll tell you what 
to type in and you type.’ But that 
takes an enormous amount of  our 
time. We’re honored to do that 
work, but it takes a lot of  time. 
And it means that we can’t do 
something else.”

HCRS is charged with pro-
viding community health care 
in Brattleboro, Spring�eld, and 
Hartford.

“We have developmental ser-
vices programs, we have adult 
mental health services, we have 
community rehabilitation treat-
ment programming, and we have 
care coordinators,” said HCRS 
Care Coordination Team Leader 
Lindsy Mack.

“Most of  the work we’re do-
ing is to support individuals in 
their respective communities who 
might be having barriers due to 
the challenges of  their mental 
health experience,” she said. “Or 
if  they’re a person with a disabil-
ity, we help with trying to help 
navigate the barriers that they 
may be facing.”

Crisis assistance is another ser-
vice provided by HCRS.

“Our primary focus is just sup-
porting people with developmen-
tal disability and mental health 
struggles,” Mack said. “As care 
coordinators, our objective is to 
help connect people to or to re-
solve what we call ‘social deter-
minants’ or ‘health barriers.’”

“Being homeless can be very 
challenging for folks,” she said.

“Even the most healthy of  us, 
if  you find yourself  homeless, 
you might �nd that you’re also 
now su�ering from depression or 
anxiety because it’s a very stress-
ful situation to be in,” Mack said.

Not having health insurance 
can also create barriers.

“Having the ability to access 
treatment is another di�cult sit-
uation,” Mack said. “Our objec-
tive is to try to help people that 
may be facing those types of  
challenges in their lives, to move 
around or through those chal-
lenges, and to get them connected 
to resources that can help them 
sustain wellness in their lives.”

Having HCRS on the scene can 
help the library in many ways, 
Mack said.

“Depending on how many sta� 
they have on, the library might 
not have time to help every one 
that comes in with a need for, like, 
an application to be �lled out,” 
Mack said. “Or maybe its some-
body that’s looking for resources 
for recovery from substance use 
disorders. Or maybe somebody 
who’s looking for mental health 
resources as well. The whole 
gamut. We’re just really there 
to help support the librarians in 
those situations.”

The clientele dependent on 
the library may arouse fear and 
suspicion in some community 
members.

“There’s a lot of  fear,” Mack 
said. “And I’m not saying from 
the librarians. Amongst the com-
munity, there’s a misunderstand-
ing sometimes around ‘How do I 
talk to someone when they seem 
to be kind of  escalating.’ And 
sometimes it’s just going over and 
saying, ‘Hey, how are you doing? 
How’s your day going?’

“But if  you don’t have the 

training to understand, it can be 
intimidating for a lot of  folks. 
So we’re there just to really help 
out in challenging situations that 
they come up, and help get those 
folks to the right places to help 
them manage whatever it is that 
they’re needing.”

This is not a situation limited 
to Brattleboro, Mack said.

“What I’ve been seeing from li-
braries, not just in Brattleboro, is 
that this seems to be a place where 
people go to find resources,” 
Mack said. “As well as go to read 
and do research and things like 
that.”

HCRS personnel are “available 
in other situations, and in other 
buildings, anywhere in the com-
munity where those services are 
needed,” Mack said. “We’re not 
exclusive to the library.”

Books, compassion, 
and connection

LaTronica said librarians come 
from a place of  compassion, a 
place of  “How can we help?”

“It’s sort of  innate in the peo-
ple that go into this profession,” 
she said. “Certainly, if  they go 
into public librarianship, in this 
day and age. And at least, if  they 
are on this sta�.”

When the library recently did 
a new strategic plan, it listed its 
values: Kindness was at the top.

“That is really what we bring 
to everybody that comes in here,” 
LaTronica said. “That is of  abso-
lute premium importance.”

A recent report by the U.S. 
Surgeon General called loneli-
ness a national — and deadly 
— epidemic.

“This is one way that the li-
brary can really contribute to 
this community,” LaTronica said. 
“We can help mitigate some of  
that loneliness.”

Even the weakest connections 
are important, LaTronica said.

“People come in and ask [li-
brarian] Ellen Martyn for a good 
book, and they trust her to give 
them a good answer,” she said. 
“They rely on that. And you have 
to have those kinds of  interactions 
to stay healthy mentally.”

LaTronica described a regu-
lar patron who is often confused. 
“She knows that if  she comes 
here, we will help her �gure out 
where she really needs to go to 
get her prescription �lled,” she 
said. “Where else would she go 
to �nd that?”

Brooks Memorial Library is 
“open to everybody, all ages,” 
LaTronica continued. “Really, 
the library is uniquely situated to 
keep a community knit together.”

The library is an especially wel-
coming place for teenagers.

“They talk about the key to 
adolescents’ growing up safe 
and not engaging in risky and 
destructive behavior is peer sup-
port,” LaTronica said. “So when 
we have these teen groups, peo-
ple come together and engage in 
substance-free activities and feel 
supported here.”

Teen patrons, she said, “see 
themselves reflected in the lit-
erature. They know that there 
are special activities. They know 
that they belong here. And where 
else can teens go that there is no 
membership fee or admission 
fee to participate in something 
like that?”

Studies show that the mental 
health and well-being of  children, 
even of  preschoolers, depends on 
social and emotional development 
as much or even more than intel-
lectual development. The library 
has taken upon itself  to provide it.

“We have preschool story times 
where they learn to interact with 
other kids,” LaTronica said. 
“Parents can come together at 
those same events and share expe-
riences and �nd mutual support. 
And again, it’s all free and open 
to everybody.”

She described the story times 
as “great.”

“You really get a cross sec-
tion,” LaTronica said. “You get 
people who wouldn’t encounter 
each other otherwise.”

In a way, the library has taken 
on the role of  providing the com-
munity with connections.

“We’re connecting [mem-
bers of] the community to one 
another, to services, to a world 
of  literature, and to events,” 
LaTronica said. “What’s been lost 
so much, even pre-pandemic, are 
connections.”

She cites Robert D. Putnam’s 
2000 book, Bowling Alone: The 
Collapse and Revival of  American 
Community.

“He saw all this coming, all this 
social isolation, and the devastat-
ing e�ects that it’s having. It’s just 
unraveling those connections that 
kept us all strong and kept us all 
in this together.”

While the librarians are busy 
being kind, empathetic, and help-
ful, there is a long list of  what 
LaTronica calls “library stuff” 
they are not doing instead.

“We’re not reading book re-
views,” she said. “We’re not or-
dering books. We’re not assessing 
the collection. Sometimes we can 
barely check the books in. And we 
can’t plan programs and do all the 
other wonderful things that the 
library can do.”

Programs are very important, 
LaTronica said.

“What is going to save us is 
people coming together and not 
sitting at home on their own, at-
tached to a computer screen,” 
LaTronica said. “The great thing 
is that, in this community, we 
have so many people that want to 
contribute. They have skills and 
talents and interests that they’d 
love to share. And we just don’t 
have time to do them all.”

This is why LaTronica is put-
ting into her budget for the next 
fiscal year a full-time program 
coordinator position.

“[Town Manager] John Potter 
got a grant for 1.75 municipal so-
cial worker positions that would 
be shared by all municipal depart-
ments,” LaTronica said. “So the 
Gibson-Aiken Center can call if  
they have an issue, or whatever.”

In developing a draft bud-
get, which voters at Annual 
Representative Town Meeting 
will consider in March, Potter 
then boosted the hours those po-
sitions to an even two full-time 
positions.

“ W h i c h  i s  f a n t a s t i c , ” 
LaTronica said. “We would re-
ally appreciate that kind of  cover-
age. And we would like a full-time 
program and outreach person.”

At least once a day, LaTronica 
said, she receives requests or of-
fers for programs but she has not 
got the time to develop them.

“They take a lot of  work, for 
lack of  a better word,” she said. 
“To schedule, promote, and host 
the program and everything, and I 
just don’t have time. So I’m miss-
ing all these opportunities because 
I’m scrambling constantly.”

When LaTronica took over the 
library’s management in 2016, 
“the board recognized this, and 
we were hoping to get a contract 
person to do it. But that doesn’t 
really work. An outside contrac-
tor works on their own and is not 
supervised or a regular part of  the 
library. What we really need is a 
person who is part of  the library.”

That position could be the key 
to bringing the community to-
gether, LaTronica said.

“Programs are what bring 
people together,” she said. “And 
that’s what’s important, I think, 
in this community, and in all 
communities.”

People meet people in the com-
munity that they wouldn’t have 
otherwise known, she said, and 
they form connections.

“And what’s more important 
than that?” LaTronica said. “I 
can’t think of  anything right 
now.”

n Library and HCRS
 FROM SECTION FRONT
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Public computer terminals at Brooks Memorial Library have long been an important resource for those without 
internet service.
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 College-age students to return to Potash Hill 
 Contemplative Semester plans a program of contemplative space, mindfulness, 
and academic Buddhist study for young people searching for meaning and 
calm in a world of climate change, smart phones, and a global pandemic  

 By Annie Landenberger
  The Commons

  MARLBORO—The for-
mer Marlboro College campus, 
which remains the home of  the 
Marlboro Music Festival in July 
and August, will soon have stu-
dents again.

Potash Hill ( potashhill.org ), 
the nonpro� t that purchased the 
campus of  the former Marlboro 
College in 2021, has diligently 
worked to see that its grounds and 
buildings continue to be used by 
various groups for events, work-
shops, classes, retreats, and cre-
ative programming, according to 
Potash Hill Managing Director 
Brian Mooney.

Mooney said that, in early 
December, Potash Hill signed an 
agreement with Contemplative 
Semester (CS), a new academic 
program created by a group of  
eight professional practitioners.

One of  them is the part-time 
coordinator of  CS, Shea Riester, 
a native of  Brooklyn, New York. 
He is a licensed clinical social 
worker/therapist specializing 
in Somatic Experiencing and 
Emotionally Focused therapies.

In a parallel vein, the 33-year-
old Riester works as a youth so-
cial worker, a con� ict resolution 
coach, and a restorative circle 
leader. Having done his pro-
fessional training at New York 
University, he is still Brooklyn-
based but is  familiar with 
northern New England from 
time he spent at Morning Sun 
Mindfulness Center, a Buddhist 
community in nearby Alstead, 
New Hampshire.

 �Young people are 
really struggling� 

“Contemplative Semester 
comes out of  a lot of  direct re-
quests from young people saying 
they’re wanting something more, 
wanting more support, wanting to 
go deeper into these practices,” 
Riester said.

The idea for this semester of  
mindfulness study and practice 
— which is exclusively for those 
ages 18 to 25 — is the yield of  
Riester’s professional experiences 
and those of  his co-founders.

Explaining the program’s ra-
tionale, he said that “young peo-
ple are really struggling. I don’t 

know if  you’ve seen any of  the 
articles about young people’s 
mental health, but it’s kind of  at 
an all-time low in terms of  rising 
rates of  depression and anxiety 
and suicidal thoughts.”

Riester attributes that to fall-
out from the pandemic — in part. 
“It’s also [the fact that] we’re go-
ing on a decade or more of  young 
people having smart phones as the 
norm,” he said. “Then add cli-
mate change to the mix.”

Moreover, given the tendency 
of  social media to generate feel-
ings of  social disconnection, iso-
lation, and ill ease, Riester said 
that “it’s a really hard time to be 
a young person.”

He and some other CS organiz-
ers “know this � rsthand because a 
lot of  us are [also] sta�  members 
on Inward Bound Mindfulness 
Education retreats for teenag-
ers,” he said.

On these twice-yearly retreats, 
Riester said he and other staff  
have seen that “in the last few 
years, there are more and more 
mental health struggles; more 
teens in crisis.”

Young people say that they are 
not ready for a three-month silent 
retreat, he said, but they “love 
contemplative space and feel the 
need to go deeper into mindful-
ness, but also be connected and 
in relationship with young people 
and with adult mentors who’ve 
been on this path a lot longer.”

Such input and articulated 
need led Riester and colleagues 
“to create this program which has 
been a dream for over a decade.”

Some mental health profes-
sionals, says Riester, have coined 
the term “the age of  insecurity.” 
Working with young people, he 
adds “that’s so palpable — the 
feeling of  insecurity and dis-
ease [sic] that young people have 
[about their futures].”

 Structured 
around �the Noble 
Eightfold Path� 

D e s c r i b e d  o n 
contemplativesemester.org , the 
September to December course 
on Potash Hill promises “a jour-
ney deep into mindfulness med-
itation, beloved community, and 
earth connection. [...] Together 
we’ll co-create the beloved com-
munity we want to see in the 

world. Through small groups, 
relational practices, coopera-
tive living and plenty of  time to 
play, you’ll be invited to know 
and be known by your peers on 
a profound level, building an in-
timate community and lifelong 
friendships.”

Rooted in Buddhist precepts 
and practices, CS draws from 
Buddhist wisdom incorporat-
ing daily meditation, four week-
long silent retreats, mindfulness 
and compassion practices, ex-
periential inquiry, small group 
dialogue, journaling exercises, 
and lectures on a range of  topics 
focused, in turn, on connections 
with nature, on ethical leadership, 
on collaboration and cooperation, 
on communication and creative 
expression.

“The 14-week curriculum 
is structured around the Noble 
Eightfold Path that countless hu-
man beings have traveled to trans-
form anxiety and su� ering into 
happiness, peace, and freedom,” 
one sees on the website.

All of  this, it’s said, is “applied 
to what it means to be a young 
person alive today [...] Get the 
space and time to discern what’s 
yours to do in the world, and leave 
ready to step into a powerful life 
of  love and leadership.”

The tag line on that page reas-
sures: “And yes ... there will be 

dance parties!”

 A Marlboro 
connection 

When asked how the organiz-
ers found Potash Hill, Riester 
explains that the founders of  
Contemplative Semester are 
in different ways connected to 
William Edelglass, who lives ad-
jacent to Potash Hill and was on 
the faculty at Marlboro College.

CS faculty member Jessica 
Morey, in particular, has known 
Edelglass for many years, so when 
they were searching for program 
facility, Riester recalls that he 
urged them to “check out Potash 
Hill.”

Potash Hill welcomed the idea 
and, Riester adds, “has been gen-
erous and kind about how to ac-
commodate us so we can make 
this work at the price point we 
can do it at.”

A Buddhist teacher, Edelglass 
is a�  liated with both Emerson 
College and Smith College 
and is director of  studies at 
the Barre (Mass.) Center for 
Buddhist Studies, which func-
tions as a partner organization for 
Contemplative Semester.

Edelglass will be visiting fac-
ulty for the Potash Hill program, 
as will be well-known mindful-
ness/meditation teachers Sharon 
Salzberg and Joseph Goldstein.

“I’m excited about the way 
we are organizing ourselves,” 
Riester said. “It’s fully collabora-
tive; we’re shaping the semester 
that way.”

To organize their work, “we 
use sociocracy, a system of  gov-
ernance that a lot of  cooperatives 
and cohousing groups use; we’re 
going to use that system dur-
ing the Contemplative Semester, 
too. Students will have a seat at 
the table.”

The aim, Riester adds, is that 
all 40 participants —10 faculty, 
30 students — will be part of  a 
community, with all voices heard 
and valued.

 Potential for 
academic credit 

CS is conceived to encompass 
“well-embodied education, deep 
mindfulness, and meditation, but 
it’ll also involve academic-style 
learning.”

As far as Riester knows — 
with the exception of  a couple 
of  college study abroad programs 
and the curriculum at Naropa 
University in Boulder, Colorado, 
Contemplative Semester is 
unique.

“We’re the only program of-
fering in-depth work for this 
length of  time” that has potential 
to earn academic credit, which it 
will as long as a credit-earning 

arrangement in the works with 
Hampshire College comes 
through, he said.

“We’ll know soon,” says 
Riester. “We had to submit syl-
labi to Hampshire” for accredita-
tion review.

“Earning college credit is es-
sential for many young people, 
he adds: “We’re hoping that 
[being able to o� er it] will make 
this semester more accessible to 
young people” from a range of  
backgrounds.

M o o n e y  s a i d  t h a t 
Contemplative Semester “will be 
working primarily in the Serkin 
Center for Performing Arts, and 
the 2,500-square-foot dance stu-
dio in particular. They’ll have two 
dorms and a few cottages. The 
Campus Center will be a social 
hub and a cafeteria.”

In effect, “they will have a 
mini-campus on the north side 
of  Potash Hill,” he said. “We’re 
thrilled that we will again have 
college-age students on Potash 
Hill.”

The cost of  the semester is 
$13,400 for tuition, room, and 
board. Contemplative Semester 
has already received grants to al-
low the program to o� er scholar-
ships for students in need.

For program, faculty, and 
application information, visit 
contemplativesemester.org . 

 By Fran Lynggaard Hansen
  The Commons

  BRATTLEBORO—Kerry 
Secrest and her brother, Christian 
Stromberg, agree that the war in 
Ukraine matters to the world.

“In 1906, my Lithuanian great-
grandparents arrived in the U.S., 
� eeing the Russians as well,” ex-
plains Secrest, of  Brattleboro, 
who serves as honorary consul of  
Lithuania to Vermont.

“Growing up, we only knew 
Lithuania as an occupied country, 
and living two years there under 
Soviet occupation, I saw � rsthand 
the awful consequences,” adds 
Secrest, who calls the fall of  the 
Soviet Union from 1988 to 1991 
“a joyous time.”

“I truly believe that if  Russia 
is not stopped in Ukraine, it will 
have global implications for de-
mocracy around the world,” 
Secrest says, noting that the war 
will hit the two-year mark this 
February.

“Ukraine is fighting for all 
of  us for world democracy,” 
she adds. “Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is pushing for-
ward because no one is paying 
attention.”

Secrest  and Stromberg, 
the Windham World Affairs 
Council, and Ralph Meima, also 
of  Brattleboro, will host several 
events throughout the month to 
bring the public’s attention back 
to the war.

 Lithuania consul 
general to speak 

A t  t h e  f i r s t  e v e n t  o n 

Wednesday, Feb. 7, from 5 
to 6 p.m., Consul General of  
Lithuania Vaclovas Šalkauskas 
will speak about “Re� ections at 
the Two-Year Mark of  Russia’s 
Invasion of  Ukraine.”

The event, free to attend with 
no tickets or registration, will take 
place at Saxtons River Distillery, 
at 155 Chickering Dr., where 
Stromberg is founder and head 
distiller.

Ša lkauskas  i s  the  high-
est ranking diplomat based in 
the Consulate General of  the 
Republic of  Lithuania in New 
York, which represents Lithuania 
and serves the country’s citi-
zens in Connecticut, Delaware, 
Georgia, Florida, Massachusetts, 
Maine, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, and Vermont.

Lissa Weinmann, board mem-
ber and treasurer of  the WWAC, 
is helping to cosponsor this part 
of  the event.

“We try, as an organization, 
to give the public perspectives 
on important global events on a 
regular basis,” Weinmann says. 
“We felt it was appropriate to 
work with local people to bring 
the war in Ukraine to the fore-
front again. It’s certainly been 
disturbingly forgotten as we face 
other con� icts in the world.”

Weinmann notes that WWAC 
is not a political organization, but 
the organization does “bring peo-
ple together to discuss and engage 
in civil dialogue, even though 
people’s views on these matters 
are complicated.”

“It’s exciting to hear from 

representatives of  foreign coun-
tries in our midst. Kerry is such 
an engaged citizen, and we’re 
happy to support the talk by 
Vaclovas Šalkauskas,” she says.

Šalkauskas, a diplomat of  30 
years, according to a news release, 
“will explain what’s happening on 
the ground in Ukraine today and 
[share] concerns about the wan-
ing support in Europe and the 
United States.”

Following his talk, from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. a Solidarity Cocktail 
Hour and Fundraiser will feature 
“Snowdrop Vodka,” a new addi-
tion to Saxtons River Distillery’s 
line, with 50% of  the profit 
from each bottle earmarked for 
Friends of  Blue/Yellow Ukraine 
( foblueyellowukraineusa.org ), a 
tax-exempt, tax-deductible char-
itable nonpro� t that, according to 
the organization’s website, brings 
“concrete help to the Ukrainian 
regions that were invaded by 
Russia.”

Secrest serves on the board of  
the nonpro� t.

“This organization is adept 
at procurement and delivery of  
goods and services in support of  
the war in Ukraine,” she notes. 
“It’s important for everyone to 
know that Blue/Yellow Ukraine 
is a legitimate nonpro� t and ex-
tremely helpful group.”

The focus of  the fundraising 
from Feb. 1 to March 1 is to col-
lect donations to sponsor the pur-
chase of  specialized medical kits 
for soldiers.

Aiding in the fight against 
soldier’s frostbite during the 
cold winter � ghting in Ukraine, 
Secrest has requested and re-
ceived a donation of  240 pairs of  
Darn Tough Socks, manufactured 
in the Washington County town 
of  North� eld.

“The number of  pairs donated 
is symbolic of  the date, 2/24/24, 
the second anniversary of  the 
start of  the war,” says Secrest, 
who also wants to raise “enough 
money to purchase 240 medi-
cal kits.”

Fundraising materials explain 
that “since the massive increase 
in Russian attacks has exponen-
tially increased the need for criti-
cal medical supplies for those who 
are wounded, we need [individual 
� rst aid kits], which include tour-
niquets, compression bandages, 
hemostatic gauze, chest seals, 
decompression needles, airway 
tubes, and more to help keep sol-
diers alive.”

The cost per IFAK ranges from 
$50 to $100. The kits are “not 
standard issue gear, and Ukraine’s 
defenders cannot a� ord them,” 
Secrest says.

 Walking to �draw 
attention� 

Another kind of  event is sched-
uled for the morning of  Saturday, 
Feb. 24, when Ralph Meima 

organizes Vermonters March in 
Solidarity with Ukraine on the 
Second Anniversary of  Russian 
Invasion.

“I strongly identify with 
Ukraine’s cause,” says Meima, 
who lived in Europe for over 20 
years.

“The stability of  Europe is 
at stake. If  Russia demonstrates 
that they can invade, occupy, and 
conquer a country, why can’t they 
do it to Georgia? Or Moldova?” 
he adds.

“I think what Russia has done 
is to challenge the entire order of  
Europe,” he says. “If  we don’t 
oppose Russian interference in 
Ukraine, that opens us up to 
many other con� icts around the 
globe.”

Walkers will gather at the park-
ing lot next to the Dummerston 
Covered Bridge on Route 30 at 8 
a.m. From there, they will walk 
along the West River Trail until 
they reach the Marina Restaurant.

From there, they will walk 
along Route 5 south to the park-
ing lot of  the Brattleboro Food 
Co-op. Organizers think the 7.6-
mile walk will take about three 
hours and anticipate the group 
will arrive at the Co-op around 
11 a.m.

While the terrain is “� at and 
easy,” the event’s promotional 
materials note that “crusty snow 
6 to 12 inches deep is likely in 
late February. Cross-country skis, 
snowshoes or micro spikes can be 
used until Route 5 is reached.”

Though donations for the 
purchase of  medical kits will 
be warmly accepted, Meima 
stresses that the walk isn’t a po-
litical event.

“We’re not protesting,” he 
says. “We’re not stating a posi-
tion. We’re just trying to draw 
people’s attention to the cause 
and the need.”

Meima thinks it’s important 
for people to acknowledge their 
good fortune.

“We’re very lucky in Vermont 
to live in such a peaceful, sta-
ble corner of  the world, sur-
rounded by like-minded states, 
with friends like Canada across 
the border,” he says.

“There are so many other 
places in the world where there 
are ethnic conflicts and wars,” 
Meima continues. “Ukraine is 
very much in that position.” 

  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
about the Feb. 7 event, visit 
windhamworlda� airscouncil.org . 

Information about the Vermonters 
March in Solidarity with Ukraine 
event on Feb. 24 can be found at  bit.
ly/750-Ukraine-walk .

 Those wishing to learn more about 
the first aid kit fundraising or 
to donate directly can visit  bit.
ly/750-IFAKs .  

 Organizers hope to draw 
attention to Ukraine war 
 Speech from Lithuanian diplomat, a campaign to fund 
� rst aid kits, and a walk to raise awareness will mark 
the second anniversary of Russia’s invasion  
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VICTORIA 

CHERTOK  cov-
ers arts and entertain-
ment in Vermont for  The 
Commons.  She is a clas-

sically trained harpist and re-
ceived a B.A. in music at Bucknell 
University. 

Johnny Gandelsman will perform an 

anthology of music written in 2020, after he 

‘invited a wide array of American or U.S.-

based composers to re� ect on the current state 

of society in a personal and intimate way’
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 Brattleboro

   W
HEN  Johnny Gandelsman 
performs at Next Stage 
Arts on Wednesday, Feb. 
7, the Grammy award–

winning violin virtuoso, composer, 
producer, and former member of  the 
Silkroad Ensemble will perform works 
that respond to the turbulent and dis-
connected time of  the early pandemic 
and the murder of  George Floyd.

 In his anthology, “This Is America: 
Part II,” Gandelsman tackles big issues 
like Covid lockdowns, the push for ra-
cial justice in the aftermath of  Floyd’s 
death while in police custody, climate 
change, and divisive issues like the slo-
gan, “Make America Great Again” in 
his anthology.

The performance is part of  
Gandelsman’s year-long residency at 
Dartmouth College’s Hopkins Center 
for the Arts (“the Hop”), which is co-
presenting the program with Next 
Stage.

As described by its publicity materi-
als, “This Is America: Part II” includes 
compelling new works as it “cele-
brates America’s rich cultural tapes-
try through the eyes of  contemporary 
composers.”

Gandelsman “brings a wealth of  

cultural in� uences to the stage,” says 
Keith Marks, executive director of  
Next Stage Arts. “His ability to seam-
lessly blend genres is a testament to his 
artistry.”

Over the course of  his residency, he 
is performing the anthology and ex-
panding the project with three new 
Hop-commissioned pieces. The winter 
concert features “Breathe,” a composi-
tion by Kojiro Umezaki, commissioned 
by the Hop.

One of  the pieces, “O,” by Clarice 
Assad, directly responds to Floyd’s 
murder. Program notes explain more:

“O, the symbol for Oxygen. As we 
withdrew from the social arena, we 
watched in horror [as] a newly dis-
covered virus take down thousands of  
people from acute respiratory failure 

 C O L U M N   | Creative Conversations

■ SEE GANDELSMAN, B4

 BRATTLEBORO—Vermont Theatre Company (VTC) 

is proud to announce its 2024 season, its 40th year of  pro-

viding the Brattleboro area with quality theater made by 

and for the community.

This year, say VTC organizers, they return to some of  

the troupe’s lasting traditions while starting new ones.

• The season begins with their � rst-ever 24-Hour Play 

Festival. Four writers, four directors, and a cast of  actors 

will have only 24 hours to write, rehearse, and perform four 

original short plays. It’s a theatrical high-wire act that will 

celebrate the creativity of  the Brattleboro area’s theater-

makers. Location: Evening Star Grange in Dummerston. 

Date: TBA

• In June, VTC will present its 33rd Shakespeare 

in the Park production,  The Tragedy of  Julius Caesar . 

Shakespeare’s play tells the story of  Roman senators as 

they face existential questions about democracy, loyalty, 

 Vermont 
Theatre Co. 
celebrates 
40 years  

 Gallery exhibits work of 18 artists: 
paintings, prints, ceramics, and sculpture   

  COURTESY PHOTO 

“Hot Topic” by Emily Mason. 

 BRATTLEBORO—Mitchell-
Giddings Fine Arts, 181–183 
Main St., celebrates the new year 
with a large group exhibit, “18 
Artists — 44 Days,” opening with 
an artist reception Saturday, Feb. 
3, from 5 to 7 p.m.

The exhibition continues 
through March 17 and features 
a diverse selection of  paintings, 
prints, ceramics and sculpture 
by Mucuy Bolles, Eric Boyer, 
David Brewster, Fran Bull, Bruce 
Campbell, Liz Chal� n, Willa Cox, 
Gay Malin, Emily Mason, Chuck 
Olson, Susan Osgood, Erika 
Radich, Donald Saaf, Deidre 
Scherer, Helen Schmidt, Cameron 
Schmitz, Jim Urbaska, and Dan 
Welden.

As described in a news release, 
ceramic artist Bolles’s inscribed 
stoneware vessels speak to the art-
ist’s Mayan heritage. Printmaker 
Chal� n has created collaged prints 
as an intuitive response to the 
devastating rains of  last summer.

As characters in Saaf’s large, 
quilt-like painting,  Cherry� eld , 
stroll through their rural vil-
lage, Malin’s bronze figure, 
titled  What’s Going On?  ner-
vously peers ahead into 2024. 
Neighborhood of  Worries , sug-
gests Brewster’s attempts to 

■ SEE 18 ARTISTS, B4

■ SEE VTC 40TH, B4



       

THURSDAY

1
Well-being

GUILFORD New Weekly 
Beginner Tai Chi Class: A great 
opportunity for total beginners 
or those wanting to build on 
previous experience with fall 
prevention practice. Tai chi is 
an exercise system combining 
disciplined, graceful movements 
w/ invigorating sense of the 
body, mind, surrounding space. 
These slow movements contain 
great power. We try to coordi-
nate hand/foot movements, 
breathing naturally, moving with 
slow continuous flow to improve 
strength, balance and posture.

 ▶ 11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m. All are 
welcome to come and try the 
class on Thursdays.

 ▶ No charge. Donations are 
welcome. 

 ▶ Broad Brook Community 
Center, 3940 Guilford Center Rd. 
Information: No registration 
required. For more informa-
tion, contact Guilford Cares: 
guilfordcaresvt@gmail.com, 
802-579-1350.

Community building

GUILFORD Celebrate the One-
Year Anniversary of the Guil-
ford Country Store: The Board 
of Directors of Friends of Algiers 
Inc. extends its hearty congratu-
lations to Ali, Wayne and the 
whole crew at the Guilford Coun-
try Store and Cafe for re-opening 
under their management and 
with their amazing re-visioning 
of what a community store can 
be. Reflecting their community 
spirit, the Board joins Ali and 
Wayne inviting our whole com-
munity to celebrate with us.

 ▶ 6 a.m.-6 p.m. Celebrate at the 
Guilford Country Store all day 
long. Birthday-party co�ee and 
cupcakes will be o�ered and, as 
always, the Store's great food 
will be available.

 ▶ Guilford Country Store, 475 
Coolidge Hwy. (Rte. 5). Informa-
tion: 802-490-2233.

Visual arts 
and shows

WILMINGTON Bartleby's Books 
celebrates 20th Anniversary 

of their annual Photography 
Show with local photographer 
Nicki Steel: Show highlights VT's 
countryside and way of life. From 
charming farms to woodland 
scenes and pieces featuring local 
wildlife in its natural habitat, this 
show is a visual journey through 
the unique character of VT's 
rural landscapes. It highlights 
VT's spirit of community with 
canvas prints and cards featuring 
the state's working landscapes 
and the natural wonders that 
surround it. 

 ▶ 10 a.m.-6 p.m. every day. 
Steel also has cards/enlarge-
ments from her Hearts in Nature 
series in honor of Valentine's 
Day. Notecards, boxed sets, 
mini-mats, cards, matted and 
canvas prints available at prices 
honoring her commitment to 
making art available for every 
budget.

 ▶ Through Thursday, February 
29. 

 ▶ Show is free of charge. 
 ▶ Bartlebys Books, 17 W. Main 

St. Information: 802-464-5425; 
myvermontbookstore.com.

Ideas and education

 Artist Talk: Fawn Krieger and 
David B. Smith (Online only): 
Curator Wendy Vogel leads con-
versation w/ multimedia artists 
Fawn Krieger and David B. Smith 
whose practices involve layering, 
colliding, collapsing physical ma-
terials/visual forms to reimagine 
ceramics and textiles. The artists 
will discuss their exploration of 
themes: association, attach-
ment, relation, embodiment, 
perception. Their work raises 
questions about how our society 
views creative labor and gener-
ates new ideas for organizing/
understanding the world.

 ▶ 7 p.m. Krieger and Smith 
discuss their interest in relation, 
attachment, embodiment. This 
event is presented in connection 
with Fawn Krieger and David B. 
Smith: "Home Bodies".

 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Zoom. Information: 

Register to watch via 
Zoom: brattleboromuseum.
org/2023/10/31/artist-talk-fawn-
krieger-and-david-b-smith/.

FRIDAY

2
Music

BRATTLEBORO First Fridays 
at the Latchis Pub with The 
Woodpeckers: The Woodpeck-
ers play the high-spirited, 
danceable, good humored, joyful 
jazz of the 1920s. Ron Kelly tenor 
saxophone, Walter Slowinski 
clarinet, Mark Anagnostopulos 
rhythm guitar, Ty Gibbons bass. 
All sing. 

 ▶ 7:30 - 10 p.m.
 ▶ Free admission. 
 ▶ Latchis Pub & Latchis Under-

ground, 6 Flat St. More info:: 
orchardstreetpottery@gmail.
com 802-380-1369.

BRATTLEBORO An Evening 
with Hazelnuts: Comfy classics 
guitar/keyboard duo.

 ▶ 7 - 9 p.m.
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ River Garden Marketplace, 

157 Main St. Information:  
rivergardenmarketplace.com.

SATURDAY

3
Performing arts

PUTNEY Sandglass Theatre and 
Doppelskope present Winter 
Sunshine's "The Amazing 
Story Machine": The Grimm 
family unveils their new story 
which runs on steam and dreams 
and promises to revolution-
ize how stories are told and 
people connect. When their 
fabulous contraption malfunc-
tions, they invent a new way of 
storytelling on the spot, using 
puppets and audience help. The 
Grimms explore favorite fairy 
tales including "The Hare and 
the Hedgehog," "Hansel and 
Gretel," "The Brave Little Tailor". 
Performed by Stoph Scheer, 
Shoshana Bass, and Mackenzie 
Doss. WHERE

 ▶ 2 shows: 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Each show is 45 minutes long. 
Co-produced by Sandglass 
Theater and Doppelskope.

 ▶ Sandglass Theater, 17 Kim-
ball Hill. Information: 802-387-
4051; sandglasstheater.org.

Instruction

WILLIAMSVILLE Rock River 
Players host Improvisation 
Training: This open-to-the-
public workshop is led by 
Burlington-based musician and 
actor Karlie Kau�eld. A Leland 
and Gray UHS and University of 
VT graduate, Kau�eld co-found-
ed and directed Leland and 
Gray's Summer Performing Arts 

Explorations for eleven years and 
served as artistic director of the 
school's 2018 Journey East.

 ▶ 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Workshop 
participants should wear com-
fortable clothing and bring their 
own lunches: Snacks provided.

 ▶ By donation. 
 ▶ Williamsville Hall, Dover Rd. 

Information: Register with Annie 
Landenberger at 802-451-6283 
or verbatimvt@gmail.com.

The written word

 Brattleboro Poetry Discussion 
Group (via Zoom): This month: 
Linda Pastan. No experience 
necessary; copies of the poems 
provided. Led by Barbara Mor-
rison.

 ▶ 12 noon - 2 p.m.
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Zoom. Information: 

Information / Register: info@
timetowrite.us.

Community building

BRATTLEBORO TeamWork 
Opportunity: Make Hearts 
to Decorate the Brattleboro 
Co-op Café: This is a volunteer 
event for all ages. We'll gather to 
make paper hearts in the style 
of stained glass windows for 
display in the café. We'll provide 
basic instructions, but creativity 
is welcome. Fun snacks will be 
provided and all participants will 
earn BFC Shareholder Hours for 
participating (BFC shareholders 
get a 5% discount for working 2 
hours a month).

 ▶ 10 a.m. - 12 noon. 
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Brattleboro Food Co-op 

Community Room, 7 Canal St. 
Information: RSVP.

Visual arts 
and shows

BRATTLEBORO Mitchell Gid-
dings Fine Arts:18 Artists - 44 
Days - plus Opening and Artist 
Reception (In-Person/On-
line): Exhibit features new and 
selected works by Mucuy Bolles, 
Eric Boyer, David Brewster, Fran 
Bull, Bruce Campbell, Liz Chal-
fin, Willa Cox, Gay Malin, Emily 
Mason, Chuck Olson, Susan Os-
good, Erika Radich, Donald Saaf, 
Deidre Scherer, Helen Schmidt, 
Cameron Schmitz, James 
Urbaska, and Dan Welden.

 ▶ 2/3, 5-7 p.m.: Opening and 
Artist Reception.

 ▶ Through Sunday, March 17. 
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Mitchell-Giddings Fine Arts, 

183 Main St. View exhibit online: 
https://mitchellgiddingsfinearts.
com/18-artists-44-days/ 802-251-
8290; mitchellgiddingsfinearts.
com.

MONDAY

5
Community building

BRATTLEBORO Remembering 
the Ancestors: Celebration of 
Black History at Brooks Memo-
rial Library: Presented by local 
poet, story weaver, artist Djeli 
(formerly William Forchion) who 
o�ers a dynamic conversation 
about our shared history and 
intentionally stepping into the 
future and will include recent 
unpublished writings as well as 
readings from Djeli's previously 
published poems and essays.

 ▶ 7 p.m. in Main Reading Room. 
Books will be available for 
sale and signing. Wheeelchair 
accessible.

 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Brooks Memorial Library, 224 

Main St. Information: 802-254-
5290; brookslibraryvt.org.

TUESDAY

6
Instruction

BELLOWS FALLS Tech Time - 
hosted by Rockingham Free 
Library: Join us in the Youth 
Programming room for one of 
our upcoming tech sessions 
this Winter to learn more about 
di�erent applications and 
digital library resources. Today's 
program is "Love your Library's 
resources - Libby and Biblio+". 
Drop-in sessions are first come, 
first served. Providing your 
own personal devices is highly 
encouraged, however library 
laptops will be available for class 
use. 

 ▶ 2 p.m. "A di�erent tech class 
will be held in the Youth Pro-
gramming Room each Tuesday 
in February. Note: February 
is National Library Lovers' 
Month! Come love your library 
more by learning how to access 
eBooks, films, and television for 
free through our online library 
resources.". 

 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Rockingham Free Public 

Library, 65 Westminster St. 
Information: More info: Email 
reference@rockinghamlibrary.
org, call 802-463-4270, go to 
rockinghamlibrary.org, stop by 
the library.

Well-being

BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro 
Walk-In Clinic: Primary medical 
treatment for patients ages 18 
to 64 in our community who 
do not have health insurance 
or who cannot a�ord their high 
deductibles or co-insurance.

 ▶ 5 - 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.
 ▶ Brattleboro Walk-In 

Clinic, 191 Clark Ave. In-
formation: 802-251-8484; 
brattleborowalkinclinic.com.

W. BRATTLEBORO Bone Builders 
Class at All Souls Unitarian 
Universalist Church: Bone 
Builders is modeled a�er the 
Growing Stronger Program cre-
ated at Tu�s University Friedman 
School of Nutrition Science and 
Policy. It's a fun and interactive 
strength-based exercise program 
that benefits women and men. 
It's been proven to help build 
strength, maintain bone density, 
improve balance, coordina-

tion, and mobility, reduce risk 
of falling, and help maintain 
independence in performing 
activities of daily life. Anyone age 
55 and over is welcome.

 ▶ 12:30-1:30 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Weights provided. 
Participants who wish to par-
ticipate in the exercises using 
weights must have a release 
from their doctor.

 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ All Souls Unitarian Universal-

ist Church, 29 South St. Contact 
Bev Miller (bevermont@gmail.
com) to register and get a medi-
cal consent form in advance of 
the first class. 802-254-9377; 
ascvt.org.

BRATTLEBORO Vermont 
Worker's Center hosts Drop-In: 
All are welcome to stop in to 
get updated about Medicaid, 
Medicare Savings Programs and 
other health care resources. 
You can find out about your 
rights in this process and review 
any communications you have 
received about Medicaid or other 
health insurance. In addition, 
you can get information about a 
bill currently in the legislature to 
expand access to Medicaid and 
Medicare Savings Programs. 

 ▶ 3 - 5:30 p.m.
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Brooks Memorial Library, 

224 Main St. More information, 
email: windham@worker-
scenter.org 802-254-5290; 
brookslibraryvt.org.

WEDNESDAY

7
The written word

PUTNEY Putney Public Library 
Silent Reading Club: Never 
get enough quiet time to read? 
Want to hang out with others but 
not feel pressure to utter even 
a single word? With an option 
to leave your phone at the 
Phone Check and non-optional 
directive to observe silence, the 
Silent Reading Club might be 
just what you need to eliminate 
distractions and dig into a book! 
Q: How does one join The Silent 
Reading Club? A: By showing 
up, not saying anything, and 
reading.

 ▶ 6:30 - 8 p.m.
 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Putney Public Library, 55 

Main St. Information: 802-387-
4407; putneylibrary.org/events.

Arts and crafts

GUILFORD Guilford Art Club: 
Let's try a new format this 
month: MAKE Art together. Our 
monthly prompt is the things 
that surround us. It's that time 
of year when we spend much 
more time indoors and we may 
get cabin fever, or we take on 
projects, get cra�y, experiment 
with cooking more, write letters, 
read books  How do things we 
surround ourselves with a�ect 
us? Do they inspire us? Did we 
choose them? How did they get 
there? Do you want more or less 
of them? 

 ▶ 6 - 7:30 p.m. Bring one or two 
of the items above and we'll 
collectively assemble a Still Life 
composition for each of us to 
make our personal style of art 
from. Paint, collage, draw, write 
a poem, compose a song  While 
we make our art, we can share 
about our chosen objects. All 
ages/skill levels welcome.

 ▶ Free. 
 ▶ Guilford Free Library, 4024 

Guilford Center Rd. Questions 
or to join the Guilford Folk 
mailing list email: Guilfordfolk@
gmail.com 802-257-4603; 
guilfordfreelibraryvt.org.

72 Cotton Mill Hill, Brattleboro, VT 

The Tri-state region’s premier center for jazz
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Open Wednesday - Sunday 5pm - Close

Reservations can be made online via RESY, 

or by calling 802-257-3333.

Check Our Full Program Schedule
@ brattleboro.tv

          BCTV
            Local Program Highlights
              Week of: Jan. 29, 2024 – Feb. 4, 2024

Channel 1078 Channel 1079

Here We Are – Brian D. Cohen, 
Artist: Mon 8p, Tues 3:15p, Wed 9p, 
Thurs 1:15p, Fri 7a, Sat 12:15p, Sun 
5:15p

Brattleboro Selectboard Mtg. 
1/30/24: Tues 6:15p (LIVE,) Thurs 1p, 
Fri 6p, Sat 8:30a, Sun 12p

The World Fusion Show – Ep# 170 
– Brian Shankar Adler: Mon 7:30a, 
Tues 8p, Wed 9a, Thurs 12:30p, Fri 
5:30p, Sat 8p, Sun 6:30a

River Valleys Unified School District 
Board Mtg. 1/29/24: Wed 6p, Thurs 
8:30a, Fri 12p

Brattleboro Reformer Presents 
Windham County’s Got Talent 
1/25/24: Thurs 9:15p, Fri 10a, Sat 2p, 
Sun 6p

Brattleboro Charter Revision 
Commission Mtg. 1/18/24: Tues 3p, 
Wed 6a, Thurs 6p

Couch Potatoe Productions - 78th 
Guilford Fair – Morning Events: Mon 
10a, Tues 12:30p, Wed 3:30p, Thurs 
9a, Fri 9:30p, Sat 10:30a, Sun 8p

Windham Elementary School 
School Board Mtg. 1/18/24: Tues 
6:55a, Wed 8:30p, Thurs 3:30p

Deliberate Drift – 4: Untitled For 
Now: Mon 11:15a, Tues 1:45p, Wed 
4:45p, Thurs 10:15a, Fri 7:35a, Sat 
8:30p, Sun 9:15p

Guilford Selectboard Mtg. 1/22/24: 
Fri 9:15a, Sat 12p

Stained Glass Windows of St. 
Michaels – Week 10: St. Raphael: 
Mon 8:35p, Tues 6a, Wed 12:30p, 
Thurs 1:55p, Fri 6:25a, Sat 8:45p, 
Sun 9:30a

Jamaica Selectboard Mtg. 1/22/24: 
Wed 3:45p, Thurs 8:30p

Couch Potatoe Productions – 
Orchard Aid – Slow Pony: Tues 
3:50p, Wed 11a, Thurs 2:30p, Sat 
9:15p, Sun 10a

Vernon Selectboard Mtg. 1/23/24: 
Mon 5p, Tues 8a, Fri 8:30p, Sat 11a

Around Town With Maria – Jonas 
Fricke’s Friends Remember Him 
12/12/23: Mon 12:30p, Tues 9a, Wed 
9:30p, Fri 5a, Sat 5p, Sun 9:30p

Townshend Selectboard Mtg. 
1/23/24: Tues 4:25p, Wed 7:25a, Fri 
9:30p

Brattleboro Area Chamber of 
Commerce – Annual Members 
Meeting 1/16/24: Mon 6a, Tues 
10:25a, Wed 1p, Fri 4:30p, Sat 6:25p, 
Sun 4p

Windham Southeast School Board 
District Mtg. 1/23/24: Mon 12p, Wed 
8:30a, Sun 6p

Energy Week with George Harvey & 
Tom Finnell: Mon 9a, Tues 5p, Thurs 
11a, Sat 7p

Windham Central Supervisory 
Union Board and Exec. Comm. 
Mtg. 1/24/24: Mon 3:15p, Thurs 6a, 
Sun 9:15p

Vermontitude – Weekly Episode: 
Tue 11:30a & 6:30p, Wed 6a, Thu 1p, 
Sat 12p, Sun 5p

Newfane Selectboard Mtg. 1/16/24: 
Thurs 7:30p

News Block:
WTSA News: Mon-Fri 12p & 6p
Reformer News Break: Mon-Fri 
12:05p & 6:05p
BUHS-TV News: Mon-Fri 12:15p & 
6:35p

Marlboro Elementary School 
Board Budget Mtg. 1/11/24: Thurs 
5p, Sat 6p

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church – 
Weekly Service: Wed 2p, Sat 7:30a, 
Sun 11a 

Brattleboro Housing Partnerships 
Board Mtg. 1/8/24: Tues 9p, Thurs 
4:35p, Sat 8a, Sun 4:30

Trinity Lutheran Church – Weekly 
Service: Wed 10a, Thurs 7a, Sun 3p

West River Education District 
Board Mtg. 1/8/24: Tues 7:30p, Thurs 
9:30p, Fri 2:30p

Guilford Community Church - 
Weekly Service: Wed 6:30a, Fri 
8p, Sun 8aSt. Michael’s Catholic 
Church Mass: Sat 4p (LIVE), Tue 
6:45a & 2p, Thurs 8p

Town Matters – Weekly Episode: 
Mon 6p, Wed 4:45p, Thurs 11a, Fri 
11:30a, Sat 5p

St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
Mass: Sat 4p (LIVE), Tue 6:45a & 2p, 
Thurs 8p

The David Pakman Show: Mon 8a, 
Tue 9a, Wed 5p, Fri 10:30a, Sun 5p

Note: Schedule is subject to change.
watch online at brattleboro.tv 
(802)257-0888

BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by 
The Commons
BCTV’s municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in 
touch. Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.
org

 

Note: Schedule subject to change.

View full schedule and watch online at 

brattleboroTV.org 
BCTV’s Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons. BCTV’s 

municipal meeting coverage helps Commons reporters stay in touch. 

Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.org.

Brattleboro Community Television — 257-0888

Be Sure To Check Our Full Program Schedule @ brattleborotv.org
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To submit your 

event: calendar@

commonsnews.org

Deadline: 
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Computer questions?
Tir

Macs • Windows • iPads • Tablets 

Annamarie 

COMPUTER 
QUESTIONS?

Tired of feeling out of control?

Patient, Sympathetic Coaching

Macs • Windows

iPads • Tablets

Annamarie 802-451-1941
PatientSympatheticCoaching.com

dfd

latchis.com | 802.246.1500

ARGYLLE           PG-13

FRIDAY           4:15 / 6:45 / 9:15

SATURDAY    2:15 / 6:45 / 9:15

SUNDAY                 2:15 & 6:45

MON.-THUR.          4:15 & 6:45

AMERICAN 
FICTION               R        
FRIDAY              4:15 / 6:50 / 9

SATURDAY              2 / 6:50 / 9

SUNDAY                      2 & 6:50

MON.-THUR.          4:15 & 6:50

ZONE OF 
INTEREST        PG-13

FRI. & SAT.          4:15 / 6:45 / 9

SUN.-THUR.           4:15 & 6:45

THE BOY AND THE 
HERON             PG-13

FRI. & SAT.    4:15 & 7

SUNDAY                             1:45

MON.-THUR.                      4:15

T H E A T R E

FEBRUARY 2-8

Something Sweet
Valentine’s Dayfor

Special section for advertisers

in the February 7th issue of

Reserve ad space by Friday, Feb. 2nd!

Contact Lori or Nancy: 1-888-511-5150

lori@commonsnews.org

nancy@commonsnews.org

in the February 7th issue of

Promote your local offerings

that would make great gifts

for Valentine’s Day!

2x4 color ad
(3.4” wide by 4” tall)

print + web ad combo

$149
Plus a FREE AD in our 

newsletter. ($35 value)
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 BRATTLEBORO—The 
Vermont Jazz Center will offer 
learning opportunities open to the 
public for this winter and spring. 
Most sessions are 10 weeks long 
and begin the week of  Feb. 11.

In-person courses include 
Youth Jazz Ensemble, Anna 
Patton’s Soubrette Choir, Latin 
Jazz Ensemble, two levels of  
Claire Arenius’s Blue Note 
Ensemble, two levels of  Jazz 
Guitar Ensemble with Draa 
Hobbs, and a Samba Percussion 
Ensemble led by Julian Gerstin 
and Ron Kelley. Brian Shankar 
Adler will teach the Art of  
Rhythm online.

Interested music learners may 
join a combo or chorus and get 
involved with performing while 
being guided by one of  the VJC’s 
professional faculty members. For 
those who have never improvised, 
that’s no problem. There are 
opportunities for all, including 

classical musicians intrigued by 
jazz’s structure and improvisa-
tional opportunities.

The classes will culminate with 
an afternoon of  performances on 
Sunday, May 5, at at 2 p.m., at the 
Jazz Center’s performance space 
at Cotton Mill Hill.

Sessions are 10 weeks long, 
except the Youth Jazz Ensemble, 
which meets for 8 sessions; the 
Soubrette Jazz Choir, which meets 
for 12 sessions; and the Samba 
Percussion Ensemble, which is 
ongoing.

For class registration and 
work exchange questions, email 
elsavjc@gmail.com . For questions 
regarding the Soubrette Choir, 
which begins on Feb. 6, contact 
Patton at  annameryl@gmail.com . 
For information on private les-
sons or speci� cs about curricu-
lum, contact Eugene Uman at 
eugene@vtjazz.org . 

 Jazz Center launches 
semester of classes   

 Sandglass Theater presents Winter Sunshine Series 
in February, with puppet shows for the whole family  

 PUTNEY—Sandglass Theater 
presents its annual Winter 
Sunshine Series this February. 
All are invited to come celebrate 
the magic and warmth of  pup-
petry for young audiences with 
four sensational puppet compa-
nies from Massachusetts, Maine, 
Connecticut, and Vermont. 
Dedicated to serving children 

and families through the art of  
puppetry, Sandglass will host a 
di� erent live performance every 
Saturday at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
throughout the month.

To join in the magic, 8- 
to 14-year-olds can attend 
Sandglass’s own Puppet Camp 
taught by Jana Zeller during 
Windham County’s winter break, 

Feb. 19–24, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
each day. This year’s campers 
will create a version of   The Three 
Little Pigs . Days will be � lled with 
building marionettes, construct-
ing set pieces and props, and re-
hearsing this old folktale.

The week will culminate in a 
show for family and friends on 
the final day. Participants are 

scene. Beautifully hand-crafted 
marionettes are animated by a 
master puppeteer as the dramatic 
events unfold. Length of  show: 
approx. 40 minutes; includes a 
puppetry demonstration prior 
to the show, and a Q & A ses-
sion following the performance. 
Recommended audience: ages 3 
and up.

• Feb. 24 —  Isidor’s Cheek  by 
Sandglass Theater. So begins the 
song, which begins the story, 
which begins the adventure: One 
day, something drives Isidor from 
his little gray existence. His cheek 
runs away, and Isidor must search 
around the world to � nd it again: 
a world of  color and beauty, as 
well as loneliness and even danger.

Inspired by a German chil-
dren’s book, this show was cre-
ated by Ines Zeller Bass and will 
be performed for the � rst time 
by Jana Zeller, in whose hands 
the piece will have another life. 
Length of  show: 45 minutes. 
Recommended audience: ages 
4 and up.

Fo r  m o re  i n fo r m a t i o n 
and to purchase tickets, visit 
sandglasstheater.org . Tickets 
for all Winter Sunshine shows 
are $12 general admission, $10 
for students and seniors, or $8 
for Medicaid/EBT cardholders. 
Winter Puppet Camp is $350 for 
the full week, registration runs 
through Monday, Feb. 5, online. 

encouraged to bring lunch and 
snacks. The camp will take place 
in Sandglass Theater’s own space, 
17 Kimball Hill, in downtown 
Putney.

Winter Sunshine’s featured art-
ists of  2024 perform at 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. every Saturday and 
include the following shows:

• Feb. 3 —  The Amazing Story 
Machine , a co-production be-
tween Sandglass Theater and 
Doppelskope created by Ora 
Fruchter and Stoph Scheer. The 
Grimm family is on the verge of  
unveiling their amazing new Story 
Machine, which runs on steam 
and dreams and promises to revo-
lutionize how stories are told and 
how people connect.

When their fabulous contrap-
tion malfunctions, they have to 
invent a new way of  storytell-
ing on the spot, using puppets 
and help from the audience. The 
Grimms explore some of  their 
favorite fairy tales, including  The 
Hare and the Hedgehog ,  Hansel 
and Gretel , and  The Brave Little 
Tailor . Performed by Scheer, 
Shoshana Bass, and Mackenzie 
Doss. Length of  show: 45 min-
utes. Recommended audience: 
4 and up.

• Feb. 10 —  The Legend of  
Banana Kid  by the Frogtown 
Mountain Puppeteers. Little 
Chucky heads to the Wild West 
to outwit outlaws in this cowboy 
adventure. With a � stful of  ba-
nanas, Chucky rides into town 
on his trusty goat for a showdown 
with Big Bad Bart and his gang of  
bandits.  The Legend of  the Banana 
Kid  features 20 handcrafted glove, 
mouth, and rod puppets, and a 
slew of  � ying and twirling styro-
foam bananas. Length of  show: 
about 45 minutes. Recommended 
audience: ages 4 and up.

• Feb. 17 —  Sleeping Beauty  by 
Tanglewood Marionettes. A clas-
sic tale that appeals to children of  
all ages,  Sleeping Beauty  begins in 
King Felix’s great hall with the 
celebration of  Princess Aurora’s 
birth. The party goes awry when 
the wicked witch arrives and 
curses Princess Aurora. Will the 
curse come true? Will someone 
with a true heart appear? The au-
dience will know when they see 
Tanglewood Marionettes’s pre-
sentation of  this best-loved tale.

In this retelling, a painted 
storybook opens to reveal each 

 B E L L O W S  FA L L S —
Rockingham Free Public Library 
(RFPL) organizers ask, “Do you 
have a shirt missing a button, a 
favorite wool sock with a hole in 
it, or a tote bag with a loose han-
dle? Don’t we all?” They sug-
gest there’s no need for one to 
get rid of  these items — or re-
pair them all by their lonesome 
— when they can � x their things, 
or learn to do so, in the company 
of  friends and neighbors.

Beginning on Saturday, 
February 3, the public is invited 
to bring projects and learn new 
skills at Darn It All!, a monthly 
mending bee at the RFPL, 65 
Westminster Street in Bellows 
Falls. Darn It All! is from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. each � rst Saturday of  
the month.

Admission is free and open 
to all, regardless of  residency in 
Rockingham; attendees age 16 
and younger must be accompa-
nied by a responsible adult. The 
library is ADA-compliant with 
appropriate ramps, restrooms, 
and an elevator.

Veteran menders who have 

piles of  books about the art of  
darning as well as those who have 
never threaded a sewing needle in 
their life, people of  all skills — or 
none — are encouraged to attend.

Darn It All! is not only for 
those repairing their clothes and 
accessories; it’s also for those who 
are knitting, sewing, or doing 
other � ber arts.

What Darn It All! isn’t is a tai-
lor shop. While skill-sharing and 
helping one another are features 
of  these sessions, Darn It All! is 
strictly do-it-yourself, and each 
participant alone is responsible for 
their repairs. Likewise, there may 
be sewing tools to share, but it’s 
best for folks to bring their own.

Darn It All! organizers and 
Bellows Falls residents, Lydia 
Daum and Wendy M. Levy, cre-
ated this mending bee to provide 
a dedicated time to repair cloth-
ing and accessories to extend their 
use, to learn and share mending 
skills, and to do this in the com-
pany of  new friends and old.

For more information, email 
Daum and Levy at  darnitall@
fastmail.com . 

 Tie up those loose threads 
with Darn It All! at RFPL  

 BRATTLEBORO—The 
communities of  Windham and 
Bennington counties are full of  
extraordinary individuals who 
are working to make a differ-
ence. The public is invited to 
help honor and celebrate the next 
generation of  leaders (ages 21 to 
40) by submitting a nomination 
for this year’s Southern Vermont 
Emerging Leaders awards.

Nominations are due Friday, 
March 15, and can be submitted 
using a brief  online form at  bit.
ly/750-leaders .

Each year since 2018, the 
Southern Vermont Young 
Professionals (a program of  
Brattleboro Development Credit 
Corporation) and the Shires 

Young Professionals have sought 
to highlight and honor young 
adults in their roles as leaders 
and change-makers in the south-
ern Vermont economy and com-
munity through the Emerging 
Leaders awards.

More than 100 local leaders 
have been given an Emerging 
Leaders award since the begin-
ning of  the program, and 35 of  
those have subsequently been 
recognized statewide through 
Vermont Business Magazine’s
Rising Stars awards as well.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion, email Rachel Shields 
E b e r s o l e  a t   rsebersole@
brattleborodevelopment.com . 

 Nominations sought for Southern 
Vermont Emerging Leaders awards  

 BRATTLEBORO—The 
Actors Theatre Playhouse in West 
Chesterfield, New Hampshire, 
announces auditions for its � rst 
production of  the 2024 season, 
the Ten Minute Play Festival, 
which runs for 10 performances 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
evenings, June 6–24, with a mati-
nee on Sunday. June 9.

Auditions will be held in the 
Brooks Memorial Library’s 
Community Room on Monday, 
Feb. 5, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
and Saturday, Feb. 10, from 2 
to 5 p.m.

Those interested in auditioning 
should contact Jim Bombicino at 
jbombicino@comcast.net  or call/
text 802-274-0503 to schedule an 

appointment for auditions on ei-
ther of  those days or to make ar-
rangements for a di� erent time. 
In addition to casting for the 10 
Minute Plays, actors may be con-
sidered for roles and production 
positions they seek to � ll later in 
the season.

Those who would prefer a 
general audition and individual 
interview using their own pre-
pared material can make arrange-
ments to meet with directing 
and production sta�  by contact-
ing Artistic Director Sam Pilo at 
actorstheatre5@gmail.com .

Since the inception of  ATP’s 
Ten Minute Play Festival, orga-
nizers say they “are proud to have 
created many acting and directing 

opportunities for seasoned actors 
and newcomers alike. Actor par-
ticipation and enthusiasm are key 
to the success of  the program, 
and we strive to cast actors of  
various experiences, ages, and 
types.”

This year’s Festival winners 
were selected from national sub-
missions of  more than 300 10 
minute plays. Those making the 
� nal cut have gone through vigor-
ous screening by ATP’s team of  
readers and directors, and they 
look forward to bringing eight of  
them to production. Copies are 
available as PDF � les for perusal.

At the audition, actors will be 
asked to read from sections of  
interest in the 10 minute plays or 
others. Those seeking roles may 
audition for as many as they like, 
and they may be cast in more than 
one play. They may be called back 
for a second appearance, particu-
larly for considering a main stage 
or workshop production later in 
the season.

Rehearsals for the 10-min-
ute plays will likely begin with 
a read through in March and re-
hearsals in May, with the most 
intensely scheduled rehearsal 
time being the three weeks prior 
to the opening. The directors 
this year are Wendy Almeida, 
Jim Bombicino, Rob Grey, Bob 
Kramsky, Sherman Morrison, 
Brenda Seitz, and Lin Snider. 
They will schedule rehearsals for 
their respective plays. Tech week 
for all is June 1–5.

For more information about 
the  Actors  Theatre,  v is i t 
atplayhouse.org . 

 ATP hosts open auditions for 
Ten Minute Play Festival  



Dine In

Live Music
Online Ordering for
Take Out / Delivery.

Free delivery 
in downtown area!

latchispub.com

Art 
Gift Certificates
Adult + Children + Teen   
Studio, Printmaking, 
Painting, Art Camp and 
more!

rivergalleryschool.org   Register online or call 802-257-1577

Classes+ 
Workshops 

THIS SPACE

FOR RENT

You, and some 20,000 
other readers, are 
looking at Windham 
County’s best ad-
vertising value. To 
promote your busi-
ness in the next issue 
of The Commons, 
call us at (802) 246-
6397 or e-mail ads@
commonsnews.org.
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every day. Some succumbed from complica-
tions of  the disease, others for lack of  respirators. 
Preventive measures required the whole of  hu-
manity to wear masks, to protect each other from 
an infection that could spread through the air.

“Soon after, another tragedy. This time, oxy-
gen would take center stage and be violently ob-
structed, by force, from entering the lungs in 
George Floyd’s body, whose last words, ‘I can’t 
breathe,’ echoed through the four corners of  the 
world, causing pain, anger, outrage. The air was 
thick with doubt and fear.”

Gandelsman was born in Moscow, by way of  
Israel, and moved to the U.S. in 1995. His father, 
Yuri, is a violist; his mother, Janna, is a pianist; 
and his sister, Natasha, is a violinist.

As a founding member of  Brooklyn Rider 
and a former member of  the Silkroad Ensemble, 
Gandelsman has worked with such luminaries as 
Béla Fleck, Martin Hayes, Kayhan Kalhor, Yo-Yo 
Ma, and Mark Morris.

As a concert soloist he has premiered dozens 
of  new works and has released albums by The 
Knights, the Silkroad Ensemble, Brooklyn Rider, 
and others on his label, In a Circle Records, which 
he started in 2008.

In 2016, Gandelsman won a Grammy award for 
“best world music album” for co-producing the 
album by the Silkroad Ensemble,  Sing Me Home .

Gandelsman, 45, spoke by phone from his 
home in New Paltz, New York recently and told 
The Commons  how “This Is America: Part II” 
came about. We talked about where he studied 
violin and what he hopes the audience will take 
away from his upcoming performance.

VICTORIA CHERTOK:  What was your vision 
for the anthology, and how did it come about? 

JOHNNY GANDELSMAN:  Every piece was 
commissioned by me from the composers. Each 
of  the composers wrote that piece speci� cally for 
me for this project.

It came together in 2020 at the start of  the 
pandemic. My family and I moved to New 
Hampshire for what we thought was going to 
be a few weeks, and we ended up staying for six 
months.

We were just observing what was happening 
in the world. I thought that it would be interest-
ing to commission people to write new works and 
just re� ect on that period of  time.

I commissioned over 20 works for violin by 
American composers and composers who live in 
America, and this anthology is the result.

I’m an artist in residence at Dartmouth this 
year, and the Hop at Dartmouth is a great pre-
senter. I’ve been there many times with di� erent 
groups, and I’m very grateful to them.

This is the � rst time presenting the whole proj-
ect, which is about four hours of  music by one 
presenter across a season. It’s unusual and very 
cool!

[Dartmouth has] also commissioned three new 
works since the original anthology was created. 

So three new works will be premiered speci� cally 
during this season, and that is very special.

V.C.:  So every piece in this program is for solo 
violin.

J.G.:  Yes, every piece is written for solo violin 
and some pieces have electronics that come with 
them.

V.C.:  What do you hope the audience will take 
away with from the concert?

J.G.:  This music was created during a spe-
ci� c period of  time four years ago — a very vola-
tile time, for many reasons. And revisiting these 
pieces, I’m remembering what it felt like to ex-
perience 2020 in isolation and how scared we 
were about what was happening — the Covid 
pandemic — and for the world, as a very volatile 
election was going on.

I’m hoping the audience will come in with 
open minds and open ears to hear something that 
ends up being memorable to them.

V.C.:  When did you start playing the violin? 
Did you play any other instruments?

J.G.:  I started playing when I was 5 years old. I 
never really questioned it for a long time. For this 
project I had to � gure out how to play the guitar, 
but I don’t really play other instruments.

V.C.:  What type of  violin do you play?

J.G.:  My violin was made by Samuel 
Zygmuntowicz in 2008 in Brooklyn, one of  the 
premier instrument makers in the world. I’ve 
been playing it since it was made.

V.C.:  Where did you study violin, and who 
were some of  your teachers?

J.G.:  I studied at the Curtis Institute of  Music 
in Philadelphia, where I studied with Jascha 
Brodsky, Arnold Steinhardt, and Peter Oundjian.

V.C.:  Lastly, how did the concert in Putney 
come about?

J.G.:  I know Keith [Marks], as we have played 
there with Brooklyn Rider a few years ago. Every 
visit that I do at Dartmouth includes a concert 
somewhere in the community, and this time it’s at 
Next Stage and I’m really excited about it.

When we were there with Brooklyn Rider, it 
was a great crowd. I’m excited to see people at a 
live show. I think it will be really fun.

 Johnny Gandelsman, Grammy award-winning 
violinist, performs “This Is America: Part II” at 7 
p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 7 at Next Stage Arts, 15 
Kimball Hill, Putney. 

Tickets ( nextstagearts.org ) are $20 ($12, youth 
and student; $10, current Dartmouth College 
students) for the live performance and $10 to ac-
cess a livestream.

Next Stage will provide a beer, wine, and cock-
tail cash bar.

For more information, call 802-387-0102 or 
visit  nextstagearts.org . 

“synthesize a 200-year-old tradi-
tion of  American Scene Painting 
into a new breaking point of  ab-
straction in order to make sense 
of  an increasingly bizarre and in-
congruous synthetic landscape.”

The aptly titled carborundum 
monoprint,  Hot Topic , heralds 
Mason’s growing critical recog-
nition as one of  the art world’s 
premiere colorists, according to 

Jackson Arn of  The New Yorker, 
who says Mason is “an American 
genius, turning color into its own 
form of  storytelling.”

Mitchell-Giddings Fine Arts 
is committed to presenting in-
novative, contemporary works 
that stimulate and challenge both 
the seasoned collector and aes-
thetic explorer, as well as hosting 
and promoting events aimed to 

connect the community with its 
local and regional artists.

The gallery is open Thursday 
through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and Sunday, noon to 
5 p.m. For more information, 
contact 802-251-8290 or  info@
mitchellgiddingsfinearts.com  or 
visit  mitchellgiddingsfinearts.com . 

and the consequences of  politi-
cal ambition.

Julius Caesar  does not present 
the downfall of  a single man but 
of  a republic. It is a story that is 
perhaps more relevant now than 
it has ever been since Shakespeare 
wrote it. This production will 
be directed by Jessica Gelter 
and produced by Dawn Grobe. 
Location: Living Memorial Park 

in Brattleboro. Dates: Thursday 
through Sunday, June 20–23.

• Once upon a time, VTC pre-
sented shows specifically pro-
duced for child audiences, though 
it has been many years since this 
program was active. VTC will 
close out its season by reviving 
its theatre-for-kids program with 
Cyrano , a three-actor show that 
tells the classic tale of  Cyrano 

de Bergerac, France’s greatest 
swordsman and poet.

Cyrano has longed to tell the 
beautiful Roxanne how much he 
loves her, but there is one thing 
in his way: his abnormally long 
nose. When Roxanne is enchanted 
by the handsome but dim-witted 
Christian, Cyrano takes on the 
task of  teaching the fool how to 
woo her.

Cyrano  will premiere at Retreat 
Farm before touring local schools 
in the fall. This production will 
be directed by James Gelter and 
produced by Jesse Tidd. Dates: 
Friday through Sunday, Aug. 
9–11.

For more information about 
VTC and their upcoming shows, 
visit  vermonttheatrecompany.org . 

■ 18 artists FROM SECTION FRONT

■ VTC 40th FROM SECTION FRONT

■ Gandelsman FROM SECTION FRONT

  KELLY FLETCHER 

Hannah Morris 

 Vermont artist discusses 

her work at BMAC  
 BRATTLEBORO—The 

Brattleboro Museum & Art 
Center (BMAC) invites the pub-
lic to join artist Hannah Morris, 
in person, on Thursday, Feb. 
8, at 7 p.m. for a discussion of  
her work, which is on view in 
the exhibit “Moveable Objects” 
through April 30.

Enlarged images of  several of  
Morris’s collage paintings are fea-
tured on the museum’s facade, 
visible to all who pass by, and the 
paintings themselves are on view 
inside the building. Morris’s work 
depicts lively scenes of  commu-
nity life: people hanging out in a 

park or shopping at an outdoor 
market, for example. The inhab-
itants of  the paintings are slightly 
abstract and o� -kilter, but also 
humane and relatable.

“By capturing a moment of  
action and interaction in a kind 
of  frozen, surreal choreography, 
I am exploring what it means to 
be interconnected in this fragile, 
impermanent human existence,” 
Morris says.

In her BMAC talk, Morris will 
re� ect on that theme, as well as on 
her artmaking methods. She uses 
material pulled from lifestyle, 
craft, humor, and news magazines 

from the 1940s to the 1970s to 
create an initial collage, and treats 
paint as an editing tool, working 
on top of  the collage to distill the 
scene down to a focal point.

At the beginning of  the pro-
cess, Morris “looks for colors, 
gestures, and contexts that strike 
me,” she says. She then takes the 
source material and turns the 
outdated gender, race, and class 
norms of  the era on their heads. 
“Who was left out reveals as 
much about American cultural 
history as who is included,” she 
notes. She curates, rearranges, 
and re-contextualizes the mag-
azine scraps into new, inclusive 
narratives.

Morris was born and raised 
in rural Vermont. She stud-
ied art, writing, and documen-
tary studies at Bates College in 
Maine and earned a master’s de-
gree in Philosophy in Illustration 
(Visual Arts) from Stellenbosch 
University in South Africa. She 
now lives and works in Barre, 
Vermont.

Admission to the talk is free. 
Registering in advance is optional, 
and walk-ins are welcome. To 
register, visit  brattleboromuseum.
org  or call 802-257-0124, ext. 
101. 

 B R A T T L E B O R O —
Downtown Brattleboro Alliance 
presents the seventh annual 
Brattleboro Luv Crawl on 
Thursday, Feb. 8, from 6 to 8:30 
p.m. All are invited to get in the 
spirit of  Valentine’s Day and join 
Brattleboro’s version of  a com-
munity pub crawl.

Participants can check out 14 
downtown shops for the special 
idea, gift, or experience for the 
sweet ones in their lives. Fourteen 
di� erent samples of  spirits, beer, 
cider, and wine will be available, 
as well as snacks to nibble. A 

nonalcoholic (NA) ticket is avail-
able, and every stop will have 
a nonalcoholic option for those 
who prefer it.

Participants can get their map 
stamped at each stop and, at the 
end of  the night, turn in their 
completed maps at Harmony 
Collective to be entered into a 
drawing for a $100 gift card to 
any of  the participating shops 
or vendors. The winner will be 
announced Monday, Feb. 12, at 
noon.

Each year, the Luv Crawl of-
fers a handmade, commemora-
tive tasting glass for purchase 
in advance and on the night of  
the event. This year, the glasses 
are crafted by Fire Arts Studio 
(hand blown glass) and ZPOTS 
(ceramics).

Tickets may be purchased on-
line, with a discount available 
until Thursday, Feb. 1. Tickets 
are also on sale on the night of  
the event at both of  the starting 
points: River Garden Marketplace 
and the Latchis Hotel Lobby.

For more information and tick-
ets, contact  brattleboro.com  or 
802-257-4886. 

 Brattleboro Luv Crawl 
returns Feb. 8  

 BRATTLEBORO—Palaver 
Strings’ Beehive Chamber 
Series presents “Nightingale 
in a Tree,” Friday, Feb. 2, at 7 
p.m. at the Brattleboro Music 
Center (BMC).

Palaver Strings welcomes 
Fredy Clue, a nyckelharpa 
player, composer, and multi-in-
strumentalist from Sweden. Clue 

says their music takes inspiration 
from the forests, oceans, birds, 
and animals alike.

Joined by Maine’s Jamie 
Oshima, a guitarist, Palaver 
Strings will premiere Clue’s 
new arrangements for nyckel-
harpa and strings. It will pair 
Clue’s music with Philip Glass’s 
String Quartet No. 4, written 

in memory of  avant-garde art-
ist Brian Buczak. “This three-
movement work combines 
undulating arpeggios, soar-
ing melodies, and rich harmo-
nies to create a deep-rooted, 
whole-body experience,” say 
organizers.

Other  performers  wi l l 
be Maya French and Katie 

Knudsvig, violins; Elizabeth 
Moore, viola; and Timothy 
Paek, cello.

Tickets are $20 in advance 
and $25 at the door. They may 
be purchased through  bmcvt.
org , by calling 802-257-4523, 
or by emailing  info@bmcvt.org . 

  COURTESY PHOTO 

Palaver Strings returns to the Brattleboro Music Center on Feb. 2. 

 Palaver Strings’ Beehive Chamber Series presents 
‘Nightingale in a Tree’ at BMC on Feb. 2  



Great opportunity for starting or expanding your 

investment portfolio. 

Good rental income and affordable property. 
Nice location. 
Good parking for tenants and private porches for unit 1 and for unit 2. 
Minimal yard maintenance. 
Fully rented.

EXCLUSIVE: $145,000 

Ask for Sue

802-257-7979 x 2

255 Western Ave, Brattleboro, VT

www.bellvillerealty.com

      

      255 WESTERN AVENUE 
      BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 
     WWW.BELLVILLEREALTY.COM 
     802-257-7979 
 

        
 

 

 This cozy oasis, nestled behind a row of 
ornamental trees is move in ready! This 
comfortable three bedroom cape has a 
cheerful, spacious kitchen with butcher 
block counter tops and wood floors 
throughout. There is a deck, a level back 
yard, a one car garage and a paved 
driveway. Bring your furniture and your 
recipes, snuggle in and make this house 
your home. This pleasant neighborhood 
is an easy walk to downtown, the 
hospital and Oak Grove and Brattleboro 
High Schools. 

$176,500 : CALL SUSAN BELLVILLE 802-
257-7979 X2 
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Vape cloud

V I E W P O I N T

As the Legislature 

is considering a 

ban on fl avors in 

both cigarettes 

and e-cigarettes in 

Vermont, a prevention 

educator describes 

how some of these 

substances are created 

to hook users from a 

young age — for life

ROLF PARKER-HOUGHTON  is 
program coordinator with Building a Positive 
Community, which o� ers programs that serve 
youth and families, including substance-use pre-
vention, though he has written this piece as a 
concerned private citizen and not in his o�  cial 
capacity. 

Parker-Houghton helps health care profes-
sionals get the information they need to help 
people sign up for smoking cessation classes. He 
also works with people who are addicted to nic-
otine to help fi nd the help they need. He also 
works with interns and volunteers to document 
how corporations market, distribute, and sell 
nicotine products to young people.

He notes that he will be working on 
Wednesdays, starting at 5 p.m., at Brooks 
Memorial Library in Brattleboro, “tracking 
down information about sales targeted at chil-
dren in Vermont.” Interns and volunteers are 
welcome to join in this work.

“Information that we gather can be used 
to close down internet sellers who sell with-
out age verifi cation and try to ship products to 
Vermont,” he continues. “It’s good work, and I 
hope some readers might be able to join me.”

 For more information, contact Parker-
Houghton at  phrr.newengland@consultant.
com .  

 Brattleboro

   I 
GATHER  scienti� c information about nicotine products for the 

Vermont Department of  Health’s Tobacco Control Program. 

I also share the latest research about vapes with elementary 

and middle school students in Vernon, Putney, Dummerston, 

Guilford, and Brattleboro.

 My responsibilities have expanded. I now o� er cessation counseling 

with children as young as 11 — because that is the age at which vaping 

is starting in our towns here in southeast Windham County.

The � rst time I talked to elementary school students about vaping, I 

asked them what they thought it meant to be addicted to nicotine.

“The vape tastes so good, you don’t want to stop,” one student re-

plied in what would be a common response to this question.

Laughing, another student said, “My mom says she is a chocoholic.”

“It’s like that Cheetos ad,” said a third, presumably referring to a TV 

spot where a guy looks at the camera and confesses his extreme addic-

tion to the snack food.

These impressions on young minds are borne out by statistics.

 Westminster

   O
N  DEC  .  29, I LEFT MY HOUSE AT 4:45 

A.M. AND HEADED TO HARLEM WITH 

TWO LEGISLATIVE COLLEAGUES, REP. 

TRISTAN ROBERTS (D-HALIFAX) AND 

SEN. TANYA VYHOVSKY (P/D-CHITTENDEN-

CENTRAL DISTRICT) FOR A VISIT TO THE 

ONPOINT NYC, THE ONLY OVERDOSE PREVEN-

TION CENTER IN THE U.S., WITH TWO LOCA-

TIONS IN NEW YORK CITY (THOUGH MULTIPLE 

OTHER LOCATIONS ARE ABOUT TO OPEN IN 

OTHER STATES).

 Dr. Ashwin Vasan, commissioner of  the 
New York City Department of  Health & 
Mental Hygiene, has said about the work of  

OnPoint: “The facts are clear — overdose 
prevention centers save lives. Overdose 
prevention centers are an evidence-based 
approach to harm reduction we must au-
thorize, invest in, and expand to combat 
our overdose epidemic.”

I did not know what I would � nd at 
OnPoint, but I wanted to learn more. I 
knew that a vote to establish two programs 
in Vermont was pending in the Legislature 
and that I needed more information.

 V ERMONT HAS  A VERY HIGH PER-CAPITA RATE 

OF DEATH DUE TO OPIOID OVERDOSES — A 

RATE THAT HAS QUADRUPLED IN THE 10 YEARS 

THAT HAS PASSED SINCE OUR THEN-GOVERNOR 

DEDICATED HIS ENTIRE STATE OF THE STATE 

SPEECH TO THE OPIOID CRISIS.

For much of  2023, after the Legislature 
adjourned, I did social services work with 

L E G I S L A T I V E  U P D A T E

MICHELLE BOS-LUN  is a sec-
ond-term member of the Vermont House 
of Representatives, co-representing the 
Windham-3 district, which includes 
her hometown of Westminster as well as 
Rockingham and Brookline. 

 The time has come for 
overdose prevention centers 
 Our state needs to take new steps to support survival and recovery for 
individuals who struggle with substance use disorder. The House has 
approved a bill to establish two OPCs in Vermont as a pilot project.  

  MICHELLE BOS-LUN/COURTESY PHOTO 

OnPoint NYC has reversed 636 overdoses. 
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 Brattleboro

   T
HE WORDS OF  Ben 
Franklin at the 
signing of  our 
Constitution in 1787 

— “A republic, if  you can 
keep it,” his response to the 
question, “What have we got, 
a republic or a monarchy?” 
— have never held more 
meaning.

 Keeping our democracy 
in good working order is al-
ways a work in progress. 
For that reason, I have often 
wondered why some people 
disregard facts and logical 
reasoning when making criti-
cal decisions such as how to 
vote in a federal election.

I have done so myself  at 
times — perhaps when the 
stakes did not seem as high 
as they are today. It may be 
tempting to attribute this 
to stubbornness or a lack of  

information, but the reality is 
far more complex.

Every individual’s reason-
ing is informed by a collec-
tion of  experiences, beliefs, 
and emotions. It is tempt-
ing to dismiss the perspec-
tives of  those with whom we 
disagree.

Doing so would undermine 
the very principles of  the 
democratic society we aspire 
to be. That includes the free-
dom to hold and express di-
verse opinions — even those 

 V I E W P O I N T 

 Planting the 
seeds to 
fi ne-tune our 
democracy 
 The task of infl uencing 
the voting public to value 
facts and logic is, at times, 
disheartening. Yet, it is 
too critical to abandon.  

JIM FREEDMAN

is a leadership consul-
tant whose latest book, 
published in 2020, is 
Becoming a Leader: 
Identity, In� uence, and 
the Power of  Re� ection . 

■ SEE DEMOCRACY, C3



F E A R L E S S
C O M P U T I N G

Working from home? 

computer hell?
Just plain old 
Teleconferencing? 

Serving the Brattleboro area since the turn of the century

For 22 years, I ’ve provided all  kinds of 
tech support to many households 

& businesses in the Brattleboro area. 
W o r k  d o n e  o n - s i t e ,  r e m o t e l y  

o r  w i t h  s a f e  d r o p - o f f s .  

Join our 
vegetable 
CSA!

21 weeks of  fresh 
& locally grown 
produce 

www.milkweedfarmvt.com
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individuals who lacked per-
manent housing. Through 
my work and other commu-
nity experiences, I know many 
Vermonters who struggle with 
substance use.

As a legislator, I have heard 
from concerned family mem-
bers that the state needs to do 
more. I believe our state needs 
to take new steps to support 
survival and recovery for in-
dividuals — including many 
individuals I have worked with 
— who struggle with sub-
stance use disorder.

Adequate resources have 
not been available to help peo-
ple like one man I had many 
conversations with this sum-
mer — someone who wanted 
to testify about supporting in-
dividuals with opioid use dis-
orders when the Legislature 
resumed. He died before we 
returned to Montpelier.

Vermont needs to do better 
for our residents who struggle 
with these challenges.

CURRENTLY, VERMONT HAS 

ONLY TWO FACILITIES WHERE IN-

PATIENT SUBSTANCE USE DISOR-

DER TREATMENT IS AVAILABLE. 

IT USUALLY REQUIRES A LONG 

WAIT TO GET ADMITTED, AND 

RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS RARELY 

RUN FOR LONGER THAN TWO 

WEEKS, AFTER WHICH PEOPLE 

ARE RETURNED TO THE STREETS 

OR TO THE HOMES THEY LIVED 

IN BEFORE TREATMENT — 

WHICH OFTEN ARE PLACES 

WHERE ACTIVE SUBSTANCE USE 

IS ONGOING.

“Existing treatment op-
tions are insu�cient — par-
ticularly if  we do not keep our 
friends and neighbors alive 
long enough to access treat-
ment when they are ready. We 
urgently need to pursue addi-
tional, commonsense strate-
gies that can save lives today,” 
Falko Schilling, advocacy di-
rector for the ACLU, shared in 
a recent letter to legislators.

What is an overdose pre-
vention center? The site I vis-
ited was a multipurpose center 
with a multitude of  services in 
the same complex.

The facility had a drop-in 
center, which provided three 
meals per day, a place to bathe 
and get mail, psychiatric ser-
vices, basic medical care, and 
referrals, holistic health care 
(acupuncture and massage), 
materials to test drugs, and 
sterile syringes and supplies.

A relatively small portion 
of  the building was devoted 
to one room where individu-
als could use substances in 
a supervised setting (and, if  
needed, they could receive 
treatment if  an overdose were 
to occur).

Many of  the sta� at the site 
are former clients at the facil-
ity. It is a place for individuals 
who have struggled with sub-
stances to get support to sta-
bilize their lives and to give 
them time to recover and help 
others.

OnPoint opened its OPC 

in 2021 and in its �rst year of  
operation reversed 636 over-
doses. In only 23 of  these in-
stances was it necessary to 
involve EMS or transport to 
the hospital.

In New York, each over-
dose transport costs the state 
over $30,000 between trans-
port, emergency department 
services, and other charges. 
The 636 individuals whose 
lives were saved at OnPoint 
also saved New York close to 
$2 million in transport and 
ED costs.

Vermont’s costs would 
be di�erent, but OPCs will 
lighten the load of  our EMS 
responders. The funds to sup-
port these centers will come 
from opioid settlement funds, 
not taxpayer dollars. The drug 
companies that contributed to 
creating this problem will help 
fund one path to survival and 
recovery.

SEEING PEOPLE USING DRUGS 

UNDER SUPERVISION FELT UN-

COMFORTABLE FOR ME, BUT I 

WAS GRATEFUL TO KNOW THAT 

IT MEANT THAT THEY WERE 

NOT USING DRUGS ALONE, ON 

THE STREETS OR ELSEWHERE, 

AND THAT THEY COULD GET 

HELP IN A MYRIAD OF WAYS.

Painted on the wall of  the 
room used for overdose pre-
vention, was a message: “This 
site saves lives.”

It does. Every day.
I believe that it is time for 

Vermont to follow our neigh-
bor to the north: Canada 
opened North America’s �rst 
overdose prevention cen-
ter in Vancouver nearly 10 
years ago; now, 39 of  them are 
spread across that country.

Globally, more than 200 
overdose prevention centers 
have opened in 14 countries 
since the �rst site in 1986 in 
Switzerland.

The international data is 
clear: OPCs save lives and lead 
people to recovery.

WE NEED TO DEVELOP OPTIONS 

TO HELP INDIVIDUALS WHO LIVE 

WITH SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER 

TO HAVE THEIR LIVES SAVED IN 

VERMONT, TOO.

Criminalization of  mind-
altering substances has not 
worked. Prohibition didn’t 
work in the 1930s. The War 
on Drugs hasn’t worked, and 
we’ve been trying it since the 
1980s.

The criminalization of  
drugs and drug users �lls our 
incarcerative facilities, causes 
long delays in our court sys-
tems, and rarely gives people 
the support or opportunities 
that enable them to recover.

We need to help and sup-
port people — not arrest them 
for substance use struggles.

Overdose prevention cen-
ters help people survive, con-
nect with resources, and build 
skills that support their transi-
tion from active substance use 
disorder to recovery.

At OnPoint, we met an in-
dividual who had received 
harm reduction services there 
in the ’90s. He got sober and 
has now worked as a sta� 
member for over 20 years.

Many stories like his were 
shared with us as we toured 
the facility and met sta� and 
clients.

A BILL — H.72 — TO EXPLORE 

THIS MODEL IN VERMONT 

PASSED THE HOUSE ON JAN. 

10 WITH STRONG SUPPORT. IF 

PASSED, IT WILL DESIGNATE TWO 

PILOT PROJECTS IN THE STATE.

The bill has moved on to 
the Senate for consideration.

It’s time to try a new, glob-
ally proven route to save 
and transform lives here in 
Vermont.

MICHELLE BOS-LUN/COURTESY PHOTO

Individuals can use substances in a supervised setting 
(and, if  needed, they can receive treatment if  an 
overdose were to occur).

The following text is included 
in a bill (S.18) passed by the 
state Senate and under consid-
eration by the House:

• Youth tobacco use is growing 
due to e-cigarettes. Seven percent 
of  Vermont high school students 
smoke, but if  e-cigarette use is in-
cluded, 28 percent of  Vermont 
youths use some form of  tobacco 
product. More than one in four 
Vermont high school students now 
uses e-cigarettes. Use more than 
doubled among this age group, 
from 12 percent to 26 percent, be-
tween 2017 and 2019. [This is 
the language in the bill, but I 
have to note that many popular 
brands of  vapes have no tobacco 
in them of  any kind, and TFN, 
or tobacco-free nicotine, is very 
popular among vapers, who 
are proud to not be tobacco us-
ers. They know you are wrong 
if  you insist that they are using 
tobacco.]

• More students report frequent 
use of  e-cigarettes, which indi-
cates possible nicotine addiction. 
According to the 2019 Vermont 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 31 
percent of  Vermont high school 
e-cigarette users used e-cigarettes 
daily, up from 15 percent in 2017.

• Flavored products are fueling 
the epidemic. Ninety-seven per-
cent of  youth e-cigarette users na-
tionally reported in 2019 that they 
had used a �avored tobacco prod-
uct in the last month, and 70 per-
cent cited �avors as the reason for 
their use. E-cigarette and e-liq-
uid manufacturers have marketed 
their products in youth-friendly 
�avors, such as gummy bear, birth-
day cake, candy cane menthol, 
and bubble gum.

• Mint- and menthol-�avored 
e-cigarettes are increasing in pop-
ularity among youths. Over the 
past few years, mint and menthol 
went from being some of  the least 
popular to being some of  the most 
popular e-cigarette �avors among 
high school students.Evidence in-
dicates that if  any e-cigarette �a-
vors remain on the market, youths 
will shift from one �avor to an-
other. For example, after Juul re-
stricted the availability of  fruit, 
candy, and other e-cigarette �a-
vors in retail stores in November 
2018, use of  mint and menthol e-
cigarettes by high school users in-
creased sharply, from 42.3 percent 
reportedly using mint and menthol 
e-cigarettes in 2017 to 63.9 per-
cent using them in 2019.

This bill “proposes to ban the 
retail sale of  �avored cigarettes, 
e-cigarettes, and e-liquids. It 
would expand the applicabil-
ity of  provisions relating to 
the seizure and destruction of  
contraband tobacco products 
to include contraband e-ciga-
rettes, e-liquids, and tobacco 
paraphernalia.”

It “would also direct the 
O�ce of  the Attorney General 
to report on the extent to which 
Vermont may legally restrict ad-
vertising and regulate labels for 
e-cigarettes and other vaping-
related products.”

STUDENTS UNDERSTAND that 
nicotine addiction can cause a 
person to have highly unpleas-
ant withdrawal symptoms.

High school students have 

reported that they have seen 
friends su�ering from anxiety 
while trying to stop. Those who 
had parents or grandparents 
who tried to quit have described 
how these family members 
got irritable with them — and 
anxious.

“It wasn’t pretty,” one stu-
dent said.

Nicotine addiction is a harm 
all by itself  — independent of  
the other harms (and there are 
many) that come from ciga-
rettes and vapes.

But in another way, addic-
tion is about the �avors. Many 
of  the chemicals that cigarette 
and vaping companies com-
monly use — menthol, acetates, 
and pyrazines — don’t just taste 
good, they are known by scien-
tists to alter neurons in the brain 
so that the nicotine addiction is 
potentially much stronger.

As a result, for some people 
quitting can become that much 
harder and emotionally painful.

According to the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration, men-
thol’s sweet and cool �avor is on 
the list of  the most popular �a-
vors with kids. More than half  
(57.9%) of  students currently 
using e-cigarettes reported us-
ing �avors with “ice” or “iced” 
in the name.

According to the research of  
Duke University researcher Dr. 
Sven Eric Jordt, menthol en-
hances nicotine addiction in 
more than one way.

“Menthol reduces the ir-
ritation sensed when inhal-
ing smoke (or nicotine in a 
vape aerosol) and can increase 
the amount of  nicotine a per-
son takes into their system and 
metabolizes.”

Putting it a di�erent way, nic-
otine causes a harsh feeling in 
the throat, and menthol blocks 
that harsh feeling. Menthol and 
some other synthetic cooling 
agents allow new users to suck 
the nicotine cloud deeper into 
their lungs without coughing.

The deeper down a user — 
frequently, a child — sucks a 
vape cloud of  nicotine without 
coughing, the more easily and 
strongly addicted they can po-
tentially become.

But aside from allowing the 
deep inhale, there is another 
way menthol and �avorings can 
help hook kids before they even 
know it.

“Menthol and chemical �a-
vors that contain acetates can 
increase the number of  recep-
tors in the brain that bind to 
nicotine,” said Dr. Brandon 
Henderson, Neuroscience 
and Developmental Biology 
Research Cluster coordina-
tor at the John C. Edwards 
School of  Medicine at Marshall 
University, in an email.

“They contribute to making 
quit attempts more di�cult,” 
said Henderson, who identi�ed 
four acetates that create nicotine 
receptors in people who ingest 
these additives.

THE YOUNG PEOPLE I work 
with don’t know that tobacco 
companies have a long and 
well-documented history of  
adding chemicals to work with 

nicotine.
Hillel R. Alpert and his 

then-colleagues at the Harvard 
School of  Public Health an-
alyzed millions of  tobacco 
company documents, and dis-
covered that the tobacco com-
pany Phillip Morris — now 
renamed Altria — found a spe-
cial group of  chemicals called 
pyrazines.

According to Dr. Henderson, 
pyrazines connect strongly to 
speci�c parts of  neurons in the 
brain that are related to nico-
tine addiction, and it is not fully 
understood how they might be 
promoting addiction. But ac-
cording to Alpert, the company 
chemists referred to their mix 
of  additives, including three 
pyrazines, as “Super Juice.”

In this 2015 paper, Alpert 
called for additives and ingre-
dients that “promote addiction 
by acting synergistically with 
nicotine” to be regulated by the 
FDA.

A DECADE LATER, it appears lit-
tle to nothing has been done to 
keep addiction enhancers out of  
nicotine products.

The FDA has, on paper, 
banned all �avors in disposable 
vape products, and the agency 
has not given market approval 
to menthol versions of  products 
by the R.J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company (which makes Camel 
cigarettes and Vuse vapes) or 
Altria (which makes Marlboro 
cigarettes and sells NJOY men-
thol vapes).

But those menthol prod-
ucts remain on the shelves of  
convenience stores and avail-
able online, and they will for 
years, because companies rou-
tinely appeal FDA decisions. 
Litigation can take many years, 
and the agency has lost cases 
when pro-industry and anti-
regulatory, conservative judges 
have weighed in.

The makers of  Marlboros 
spent $2.75 billion in 2023 on 
NJOY, so that company seems 
pretty con�dent that they are 
going to continue selling those 
menthol pods for a long time.

Meanwhile, the FDA is not 
requiring vape manufacturers to 
disclose the chemicals they use 
on the packages that come into 
Vermont.

So my University of  Vermont 
college interns, volunteers, 
and members of  the non-
pro�t organization Parents 
Against Vaping E-Cigarettes 
(parentsagainstvaping.org) pur-
chased vapes so we could �nd 
out what might be in them — 
and so I could give that infor-
mation to my students and the 
public.

FOR TESTING, we chose some of  
the most popular brands among 
young people: Vuse and Elf  Bar.

Even though Vuse GO vapes 
are not supposed to be avail-
able for sale in the U.S., we in-
cluded this brand because it 
comes in many “Ice” �avors, 
like “Banana Ice.” Also, it took 
my volunteers only eight min-
utes to �nd and purchase this 
product online, where it was 
available without age veri�ca-
tion, from at least one company 
authorized by Reynolds to sell 
its products.

We also purchased menthol-
�avored devices like Vuse and 
NJOY and Vuse Solo menthol 
at stores in Montpelier and in 
other cities in other states.

Finally, we purchased 
“Tobacco” �avored NJOY out 
of  curiosity to see what chemi-
cal �avorings were actually 
used.

I gave the devices to the 
Vermont Department of  
Health, which shipped them for 
testing to the laboratory of  Dr. 
Robert Strongin, a former in-
dustrial and medicinal chem-
ist, at Portland State University, 
where among his research in-
terests is the study of  electronic 
cigarettes.

In the Vuse Go products, we 
were looking for these �avorings 
and also arti�cial cooling agents.

Of  course, we were not sur-
prised to �nd menthol in the 
NJOY and Vuse Solo men-
thol products, both of  which 
also included an acetate that 
Dr. Henderson’s lab has docu-
mented as potentially increasing 
the power of  nicotine..

In fact, all the devices we sent 
to Dr. Strongin’s lab that were 
tested included one or more po-
tentially addiction-enhancing 
chemicals (pubmed.ncbi.nlm.
nih.gov/36328460), whether ac-
etate �avors of  some kind, or 
menthol, or pyrazines.

Pyrazines were the least com-
mon in the devices tested so 
far, but the “tobacco-�avored” 
vapes have not been tested yet. 
Other researchers have found 
pyrazines in other brands mar-
keted as tobacco, so we will 
have to see what we �nd in the 
NJOY tobacco at some point in 
the future.

Whether the concentrations 
of  these chemicals were high 
enough to potentially achieve 
this e�ect is a question that 

merits deeper study. For now, 
people need to know about this 
potential risk, especially given 
tobacco companies’ past record 
of  intentionally — and secretly 
— making their tobacco prod-
ucts more addictive.

As for which coolants are be-
ing used in the Vuse Go “Icy 
Flavors,” Dr. Strongin’s lab 
identi�ed only one so far, and 
that is a synthetic compound 
known as Wilkinson Sword 23, 
or WS23 for short. This chemi-
cal was in every one of  the Vuse 
Go products and also in the Elf  
Bar.

that remains a mystery. None 
of  the six common synthetic 
substances known from other 
researchers to be used in vapes 
was identi�ed by Dr. Strongin’s 
lab.

Scienti�c publications by 
researchers in other labs have 
already documented addic-
tion-enhancing chemicals in 
many vape products, but some 
of  these papers don’t list the 
brands and the chemicals that 
are used, instead anonymizing 
them with terms like “Brand 
A.”

Neither the FDA nor the 
industry is sharing this infor-
mation. I’ve started collecting 
it into what will eventually be 
a large table to match devices 
with the chemicals that make 
them potentially more addic-
tive, so I can eventually share 
that information with my stu-
dents and with the public.

For now, I merely warn stu-
dents that many �avorings are 
actually chemicals that can po-
tentially harm their brain, and 
can potentially make the painful 
feeling of  addiction stronger.

These results come from a 
single sample for each type of  
device we tested, so we can-
not be sure that they accurately 
represent what is in all similar 
devices from each brand. But 

since pyrazines, acetates, and 
menthol increase the potential 
for addiction, I found their con-
sistent presence in our tiny sam-
ple disturbing.

We plan, of  course, to 
continue to test vapes from 
Vermont and continue to pub-
lish which brands are selling 
vapes with chemicals that po-
tentially enhance how addictive 
they are.

I KNOW THAT the students I talk 
to are going to hear a lot of  false 
information about nicotine, �a-
vors, and harms after I leave the 
classroom.

Tobacco and vaping com-
panies pay for some of  the 
research that is published on �a-
vors, though some journals re-
fuse to print their “science.”

According to an article in 
Preventive Medicine by Charlotta 
Pisinger and her colleagues, 
“Almost all papers with no con-
�ict of  interest found that e-
cigarettes had a potentially 
harmful e�ect on health, while 
<8% of  studies performed by 
the tobacco industry reported 
potential harm.” That’s an as-
tonishingly strong impact of  the 
con�ict of  in�uence.

I show one slide from this ar-
ticle to children, which makes 
a picture of  this fact about the 
science that they can trust ver-
sus supposed science that they 
cannot.

And I ask them if  they un-
derstand what the graph means, 
and most of  them do.

“They are lying,” one stu-
dent said.

SOME PEOPLE talk about how 
legislation that is designed to 
�ght this epidemic of  youth 
nicotine addiction infringes on 
the freedom for adults to pur-
chase �avored vapes.

But arguments about free-
dom leave out how the 

companies, by selling nicotine 
products that use these �avors 
and other additives, get people 
painfully addicted to products 
they later want to stop using — 
but can’t.

Corporations that mix the 
nicotine in cigarettes and vapes 
with these �avors o�er pain-
ful chemical dependency, not 
freedom.

The FDA has attempted to 
ban �avors, including menthol, 
from vape products, and the 
agency says it is going to ban 
them from menthol cigarettes, 
but because of  appeals and law-
suits, that hasn’t come to pass 
— and maybe it never will.

That leaves state regulation. 
In Vermont, we made sending 
vapes in the mail illegal, because 
that is one way companies like 
Juul were getting their products 
to children.

In Vermont, the Attorney 
General’s O�ce has collected 
large settlements from multi-
ple online sellers that were sell-
ing vape products and sending 
them here.

That illegal behavior is still 
practiced by some bad apples, 
but the Vermont AGO has the 
power to tackle only that part 
of  the problem because our 
legislators made such shipping 
illegal.

As a citizen of  Vermont, I be-
lieve we need to give our AGO 
the power to go after any corpo-
ration that mixes menthol and 
other �avors with nicotine. That 
also goes for the synthetic cool-
ants that allow people to suck 
the nicotine, along with other 
toxins, deeper into their lungs.

Then our AGO’s o�ce can 
continue to do the excellent 
work it has already achieved by 
stopping many internet sales to 
children.

We can make a mad world 
somewhat better, and we should 
try to do so.

n OPCs FROM SECTION FRONT
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BRATTLEBORO TIRE 
Locally owned for over 46 years!

TIRES & ALL UNDER CAR SERVICE

it will get cold
and snow
this winter...

be ready!
Get your snow tires
installed soon!

Schedule 
your

preventative
maintenance
for February

and get

10% OFF

OIL change $74.95

FULL SYNTHETIC UP TO 5 QTS.

INCLUDES 30 POINT COURTESY CHECK

Fluids � Belts � Hoses � Steering � Brakes

Lights & Much More Upon Request

*($3.00 disposal fee) most cars. Special diesel oil & fi lter extra. 

Call for an appointment!

Last issue’s solution

“Jab Stand”
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Across
 1. Paper bundle
 6. Handle roughly
 10. Rapids cra� 
 15. Picket line crosser
 19. “Revelations” 

choreographer Alvin
 20. 100 percent up front?
 21. Holder of the skies
 22. Concern
 23. Donation to the needy
 25. Boxer
 27. Single number?
 28. Lincoln or Ford
 29. Disgraced VP Agnew
 30. Hawkeye
 31. More righteous
 33. Something to study for
 34. “Tiny tots with their 

eyes all __...”
 35. Iconic London cathedral
 38. 2006 Kevin Smith sequel
 41. Surrounded by
 43. Read through
 44. Letter opener?
 45. Close associate
 47. “Nick of Time” 

singer Bonnie
 48. Body of water in Exodus
 50. Actress Ward
 51. Novel
 52. Story progression
 53. Glasses, informally
 55. First line of a 

wedding rhyme
 58. Stir-fry vessels
 60. Is __ (likely will)
 62. LBJ biographer Robert
 63. “Such a shame”
 67. Brazilian president
 68. Basketball coach 

VanDerveer
 69. Small denomination
 71. Metallic fabric
 72. Tablet peripherals
 74. Part of 5-Down
 76. Bills
 77. Turns down
 78. 1971 British film 

about Tchaikovsky
 81. Retained
 83. __ Moines
 84. Einstein’s I
 87. Mined materials
 88. Mild British oath
 90. Top-notch
 92. Like a straight line?
 94. Scent
 95. Dee of Twisted Sister
 96. One opposed
 97. Break in a trip
 101. Emotional a� inity
 102. Start a point
 104. Painter Magritte
 105. Bible book with
 150. chapters
 107. Main artery
 108. __ den Linden (Berlin 

boulevard)
 109. Jekyll’s counterpart
 110. Shaggy Himalayan cattle
 114. Tricky puzzles
 116. German soccer 

powerhouse
 118. “Adam __” (George 

Eliot novel)
 119. Unsettling
 120. Friend, in France
 121. Jazz singer Carmen
 122. “Beware the __ of March”
 123. So far
 124. Once around the sun
 125. Havens

Down
 1. Anatomical pouches
 2. Cheery greeting
 3. Israeli carrier
 4. Balloonist
 5. “Just a heads up,” for short
 6. Ski slope bumps
 7. Slightly
 8. Like some errors
 9. Happening, as a party
 10. Megan Thee 

Stallion, for one
 11. In jeopardy
 12. Acts romantically playful
 13. Lipton subsidiary
 14. Dir. opposite NNW
 15. Academic
 16. Selina Kyle’s alter ego
 17. Regional
 18. Swiss capital
 24. __ leaf
 26. __ leaf
 29. Two-channel
 32. Boots from o� ice
 34. Garlicky condiment
 35. Falls awkwardly
 36. Remove from a notebook
 37. Irritable
 39. Sudeikis title role
 40. Women’s Olympic 

sport since 1998
 42. Drops on the lawn?
 44. Skillful
 46. “Pirates of the Caribbean: 

Dead __ Chest”
 48. It settles a debt
 49. “Better Call Saul” network
 50. One who runs out of habit?
 54. Gentle touch
 56. Comfort
 57. __ leaf
 59. Shaker contents
 61. Greek T’s
 64. Tied the knot
 65. Indicator of current
 66. Final course, o� en
 70. Baking soda 

measure: Abbr.
 73. Wa� le House rival
 75. Costal bone
 76. Back of a single
 79. Delete
 80. __leaf
 82. Nightly news hour
 84. Journalist Tarbell
 85. Bleeped out
 86. “Drink” for the critics
 89. Basic meaningful 

linguistic unit
 91. Mouths
 93. Soils
 95. Peabody Essex 

Museum city
 98. Cantankerous
 99. “The Dick Van Dyke 

Show” family name

 100. Short tennis match
 101. Comedian Gilda
 103. Ryder rental
 106. Aleppo’s country
 107. “A League of Their 

Own” writer /creator/
star Jacobson

 108. Applications
 111. Nonchalant
 112. Unit of food energy, in brief
 113. __ Stadium, former 

home of the Mets
 115. __ leaf
 116. __ leaf
 117. Thurman of “Suspicion” 
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L E T T E R S  F R O M  R E A D E R S

‘A mendable 
stitch to bolster 
our common 
fragile social 
fabric of a shared 
community’

Abenaki and non-Abenaki 
at the Living Earth Action 

Group–sponsored gathering in 
Westminster West Jan. 21 ex-
empli�ed “community” in the 
broadest of  terms.

Abenaki present relayed ex-
periences from their history that 
recounted millennia-deep cul-
tural roots throughout northern 
New England and southeastern 
Canada, as well as the nearly-
�ve-century history of  destruc-
tive encroachment on their 
lands.

E�orts of  invading colonial 
powers yielded, among other 
things, modern isolation among 
Abenaki bands. From distant 
lands, resultant imposed politi-
cal boundaries and subsequent 
rules slowly tore the commu-
nal fabric of  Abenaki and other 
Indigenous peoples while simul-
taneously promulgating violent 
rivalries among European colo-
nial peoples that broadly sowed 
destructive isolation among col-
onists living far from home in 
North America.

At times, these ill-intended 
e�orts erupted into open vio-
lence in oft-written broad sub-
continental wars, reenacted 
regional con�icts, or less-publi-
cized-but-equally-felt localized 
actions.

Seemingly more quietly: �rst, 
imported laws and then home-
spun ones from Continental 
Halls rippled changes across 
the continent that resulted in 
the vanquishing isolation of  
repressed society segments, 
whether Abenaki or not.

Modern fragments of  both 
Abenaki and non-Abenaki 
groups within those fracturing 
lines have become placed-based 
rivals at times, with identities 
and humanity reshaped and dif-
ferences reinforced by imposed 
bureaucratic divisions drawn 
long ago from afar.

We heard of  the theoreti-
cal absurdity of  disconnected 
Abenaki bands in Vermont and 
Québec, once sharing common 
land from northeastern New 
York to Prince Edward Island, 
from northern Massachusetts 
to southern Québec, realized 
by invoked laws of  France, 
England, Canada, the United 
States, Québec, and Vermont.

The e�ects of  Abenaki isola-
tion in a place they once thrived 
was evident in personal sto-
ries of  lived trauma clearly and 
emotionally expressed.

It connected with experi-
ences of  non-Abenaki who 
know shared pain in their lives 
and yearning for a greater, more 
tolerant society.

All told, I observed how the 
engul�ng momentum of  po-
litical division that castigates 
low-resourced, disempowered 

groups is but a prominent, resil-
ient fruit of  the ordained goals 
of  a distant few. Yet, there was a 
latent, more powerful fruit that 
might bloom.

These recent discussions 
demonstrated to me that heal-
ing for these common wounds 
comes truly from mutual re-
spect for all segments of  com-
munity at the local level — from 
the literal and metaphorical 
“grassroots” who defy division’s 
destructive lava �ow and bring 
hope for a renewed community 
where all continue to respect the 
place we dwell and all people 
around us.

At this gathering, Abenaki 
and non-Abenaki together com-
pleted here a mendable stitch to 
bolster our common fragile so-
cial fabric of  a shared commu-
nity now.

David Mulholland
Westminster West

OPC would let 
loved ones get 
help without 
stigma

As a social worker who lives 
in Brattleboro, I fully sup-

port our town becoming a site 
for an overdose prevention cen-
ter (OPC).

For nearly 10 years, I have 
worked as a health educator 
and then as a social worker with 
teenagers grappling with the 
devastating e�ects of  addiction 
and recovery on their parents, 
aunts, uncles, siblings, beloved 
community members, friends, 
and chosen family.

A through-line message that 
I have heard over and over from 
these youth: If  it were up to me, 
I would create a treatment center 
here in my community.

I would make sure that it 
would be a comfortable place 
without any judgment so that 
people struggling with addic-
tion wouldn’t fear getting the 
help they need.

Internationally, safe injection 
sites have reduced the risk of  
overdose (bit.ly/750-opc), death, 
and the spread of  infectious dis-
eases. They have increased pub-
lic safety and decreased public 
drug injection or nuisance.

Sites link people to medi-
cal care, expedite social services 
that help them quit using, and 
aim to reduce the stigma asso-
ciated with drug use that often 
prevents people from seeking 
help.

Liem Berman
Brattleboro

OPC would help 
us support one 
another by 
saving lives

As an employee who works 
in downtown Brattleboro, 

and as a sibling who has 
watched their brother struggle 
through addiction and recov-
ery, I am hopeful about the con-
versations beginning around 

Brattleboro becoming a site for 
an overdose prevention center 
(OPC).

This touches close to my 
heart, because for many years, 
I lived in fear of  receiving a 
phone call that my brother had 
died from an overdose.

That is not an experi-
ence I would wish on anyone. 
However, it has fundamentally 
shaped the way I now under-
stand people who struggle with 
addiction.

The world can be a hard 
and unforgiving place, and we 
all �nd our own ways to cope. 
Addiction does not discrimi-
nate, nor is it a moral failing. 
Rather, it is a symptom of  a 
larger issue of  the systemic op-
pression we collectively face.

We should come together as a 
community to support one an-
other in all of  the ways we can, 

especially in e�ort to prioritize 
harm reduction.

I fully agree that “[n]o one 
should die from a preventable 
overdose. Overdose preven-
tion centers save lives. They 
are a much-needed response to 
the unprecedented numbers of  
Americans dying from an over-
dose. OPCs reduce overdose 
death and connect people to on-
going care (drugpolicy.org).”

An OPC would be a welcome 
addition to our community in 
an e�ort to make it safer for ev-
eryone, and to do everything 
we can to prevent someone, like 
myself, from losing their loved 
one to a preventable overdose.

Hannah Sorila
Brattleboro

Crossing a 
fine line

RE: “Letter values fear 
of  antisemitism ‘above 

Palestinian lives that have been 
taken by Israel’s genocide’” 
[Letters, Jan. 24]:

It’s mighty presumptu-
ous to tell the members of  
the Brattleboro Area Jewish 
Community they are demon-
strating “white fragility” when 
expressing their fears in the 
current political environment.

I believe equating the slo-
gans of  “Black Lives Matter” 
and “From the River to the 
Sea” and the movements behind 
them is a false equivalency.

BLM is positive, life-a�rm-
ing, and inclusive. FTRTTS is 
negative, hateful, and exclusive.

Israel’s attacks on Hamas in 
Gaza are horri�c, overreaching, 

clumsy, vengeful, and probably 
illegal, but they are not geno-
cidal in origin or, I believe, in-
tent. Hamas and its supporters’ 
attacks on Israel and Jews are 
expressly exactly that.

Palestinians and Israelites 
(the latter many returned from 
voluntary emigration after be-
ing driven out of  Europe and 
elsewhere as well as involuntary 
exile by Arabs earlier in the last 
century) are indigenous people 
of  the eastern Mediterranean 
region who have been pitted 
against each other by imperial-
ist nations of  the East and West. 
They may have more in com-
mon than not.

To be anti-Zionist and not be 
antisemitic is to walk a �ne line. 
Too often too many cross it.

Jean Anne Kiewel
Brattleboro

n Democracy FROM SECTION FRONT

with which we are at the great-
est odds.

Engaging with voters who 
dismiss facts and logic in the 
lead-up to an election is a 
daunting task, yet it is one 
that holds signi�cant implica-
tions for the future of  our re-
public. This challenge doesn’t 
just call for extraordinary pa-
tience, compassion, and com-
munication skills; it must 
also be grounded in realistic 
expectations.

It is perplexing to me when 
individuals support candidates 
who embody the opposite of  
the respect and understanding 
that we would expect and de-
mand from our own children.

How do you engage produc-
tively with those whose political 
allegiance lies with public �g-
ures who try to rewrite history 
and reality — who dispute who 
won the last election or question 
whether space lasers cause for-
est �res?

THE CHALLENGE HERE is not to 
validate disrespect but to en-
gage in a dialogue that can rise 
above personal a�nities and fo-
cus on substantive issues such 
as economic security, a�ord-
able health care, and defensible 
borders.

Recent history has shown 
that the politics of  “attack and 
defend” leads only to more divi-
sion, polarization, and disunity.

Cultivating critical thinking 
in an era of  “alternative facts” 
is an arduous task, according to 
scholars starting as far back as 
Socrates. It is a problem for the 
ages.

We know from experi-
ence that questions like “What 
makes you believe that?” are 
often met with resistance, but 
these questions remain vi-
tal. They may sow the seeds of  
doubt that can sprout critical 

self-re�ection.
The challenge is to plant 

these seeds without malice and 
nurture them with patience and 
persistence.

ENCOURAGING THE explora-
tion of  reliable information re-
sources is a responsibility we 
all share. While it may seem 
overwhelming, the e�ort to in-
troduce credible sources and 
debunk misinformation is an 
incremental battle, where every 
mind opened, even slightly, is a 
victory.

The task of  in�uencing the 
voting public to value facts and 
logic is, at times, disheartening. 
Yet, it is too critical to abandon.

Therefore, in the interest of  
forging realistic expectations, 
I believe our immediate fo-
cus needs to shift from trying 
to change the minds of  the im-
movable extremes. I am no lon-
ger interested in knowing the 
size of  any candidate’s “base.”

Rather, we must engage with 
the persuadable middle — the 
30% or so whose votes are not 
yet predetermined. It is in this 
middle ground where dialogue, 
evidence, and empathy may yet 
take hold and make a di�erence.

It is unsettling to consider the 
stakes of  the upcoming elec-
tion and the in�uence of  the 
undecided minority. But it is 
this very gravity that motivates 
the need for continued and sus-
tained e�ort.

For the sake of  our demo-
cratic institutions, we all must 
strive to engage as many voters 
as possible, fostering a more-in-
formed public and, ultimately, 
a stronger, more-representative 
republican democracy.

We are and always will be 
trying to become a “more per-
fect union.” That is surely a 
goal worth pursuing.
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 C O L U M N   | Sports Roundup  

 Bears bite Bulldogs, 52-51, after last-minute rally  

  B
rattleboro boys’ bas-
ketball coach Winston 
Sailsman Jr. has said 
all season that his team 

has often had two problems in 
games — committing too many 
turnovers and not � nishing 
strong in the � nal minutes.

 After a come-from-behind 
52-51 win over the Burr & 
Burton Bulldogs on Jan. 26 at 
the BUHS gym, the Bears took 
care of  both problems. They 
took better care of  the ball, 
Sailsman said, cutting the num-
ber of  turnovers in half  against 
the Bulldogs with just 13 com-
pared to the 28 turnovers that 
were committed in the Bears’ 
77-37 loss at Hartford on Jan. 
23.

As for � nishing strong, the 
Bears went on a 7-1 run in the 
� nal two minutes to clinch the 
win after Brattleboro trailed by 
as many as 15 points in the sec-
ond half.

“We’ve had our hearts broken 
too many times in close games,” 
Sailsman said. “This was a big 
step forward for us.”

For the � rst three quarters, it 
didn’t look like the Bears had a 
comeback in them. They trailed 
13-8 after the � rst quarter, 26-
16 at the half, and 39-28 head-
ing into the � nal quarter.

But the Bulldogs let the Bears 
hang around just a little bit 
too long. They saw their lead 
slowly get chipped away bit by 
bit thanks to aggressive defense 
and some timely baskets by the 
Bears quintet of  guards John 
Satter� eld and Oscar Korson, 
and forwards Karson Elliott, 
Jackson Emery, and Johnathan 
Haskins.

The � nal � ourish came with 
7.6 seconds remaining, when 
Elliott calmly sank a three-
pointer right in front of  the 
Bears’ bench to win the game. 
It was the last of  nine three-
point baskets on the night for 
Brattleboro — � ve for Korson 
(who � nished with a game-high 
15 points), three for Elliot, and 
one for Satter� eld.

Elliot and Haskins � nished 
with nine points each, Emery 
had eight points, and Satter� eld 
scored seven in a balanced Bears 
attack. Forward Will Ameden 
led the Bulldogs with 14 points, 
but only four of  them came in 
the second half. Noah Rourke 
and Zakariah Chani each added 

11 points.
Brattleboro � nished the week 

with a 5-9 record, while Burr 
& Burton fell to 6-7. The Bears 
will host Mount Anthony on 
Feb. 2 to kick o�  the � rst of  the 
� nal � ve games of  the regular 
season.

 Girls’ basketball 
• How good is Bellows Falls 

this season? They have out-
scored opponents by 20 points 
or more in six of  their � rst eight 
wins of  the season, includ-
ing a 56-29 victory over Sharon 
Academy on Jan. 22 at Holland 
Gymnasium.

But the mark of  a really good 
team is the ability to win on the 
road against a tough opponent, 
and the Terriers passed that test 
with an intense and hard-fought 
36-29 victory over Brattleboro 
on Jan. 25 in the BUHS gym.

BF jumped out to a 7-2 lead 
in the � rst four minutes of  
the game, but a pair of  three-
pointers by Bears guard Reese 
Croutworst shifted the momen-
tum and the Terriers ended the 
� rst quarter with a 14-12 lead.

The second quarter was 
equally close as both teams con-
tested every shot, every re-
bound, every possession with 
tenacity. BF had a 19-17 lead at 
the half, and turned up the de-
fensive intensity another notch. 
Brattleboro got lots of  good 
looks at the basket, but their 
shots were not falling and the 
BF defense prevented the Bears 
from any second-chance shots.

BF coach James Pecsok said 
the key to the defensive e� ort 
was hustle and communica-
tion. “ We hustled, we talked, 
we worked hard, and we got af-
ter it,” he said. “It wasn’t just 
a couple of  people. It was re-
ally everybody that played that 
made that impact defensively.”

A three-pointer by Kate 

In BF’s victory over Sharon, 
Kamel � nished with 16 points 
and 10 rebounds and Nystrom 
also scored 16. With the two 
wins, the Terriers improved to 
9-2.

• Brattleboro bounced back 
from the loss to BF with a 41-
38 road win over Fair Haven 
on Jan. 27. Abby Henry led 
the Bears with 12 points, 
while Pattison added nine and 
Newton chipped in seven. 
The 6-6 Bears will travel to 
Bennington to face Mount 
Anthony on Feb. 1.

• Leland & Gray withstood 
a fourth-quarter comeback by 
the Poultney Blue Devils and 
hung on for a 37-31 road win 
on Jan. 23. Maggie Parker led 
the Rebels with 18 points, and 
Mary Sanderson added nine 
points. With a 36-22 road win 
over Rivendell on Jan. 25, the 
Rebels improved to 6-8.

• Twin Valley kept things 
close in the � rst half  but was 
overwhelmed in the second 
half  by Poultney in a 44-13 
loss in Whitingham on Jan. 25. 
Poultney led 18-7 at halftime 
and held the 0-10 Wildcats to 
just six points in the second 
half.

 Boys’ basketball 
• Bellows Falls ended their 

� ve-game losing streak as the 
Terriers rallied to beat Windsor, 
75-64, at Holland Gymnasium 
on Jan. 23. Colby Dearborn 
scored 15 of  his team-high 19 
points during the fourth-quar-
ter comeback. Forward Jaxon 
Clark also scored 19 points.

Against Fair Haven on Jan. 
27, the visiting Terriers lost, 
75-63, as Phil Bean scored 33 
points and pulled down 14 re-
bounds to lead the Slaters. Clark 
led 6-8 BF with 20 points, fol-
lowed by 15 from Cole Moore, 
and 13 from Colby Dearborn.

• Leland & Gray put up a 
good � ght, but Twin Valley held 
the Rebels to just three points in 
the � nal quarter as the Wildcats 
rolled to a 65-46 victory on Jan. 
23 in Townshend.

Twin Valley guard Brayden 
Brown led all scorers with 21 
points, while Noah Dornburgh 
added 18 points. Cody Hescock 
was the 2-11 Rebels’ top scorer 
with 18 points, and Chip 
Winkler had 10 points.

• With a 54-51 road win over 
Spring� eld on Jan. 27, Twin 
Valley improved to 9-5.

 Ice hockey 

• Forwards Avery Hiner 
and Lily Carignan provided 
the scoring punch as the 
Brattleboro girls won their � rst 
game of  the season on Jan. 27 
defeated winless Harwood/
North� eld, 7-2.

Bears starting goalie Nellie 
Sterling was not in the lineup 
due to injury, so ninth-grader 
Dakota VonFeldt and junior 
Lakota O� enburger split the 
goaltending duties to get the 
win over the 0-13 Highlanders.

The victory over Harwood 
came after a 7-1 loss to Burr & 
Burton in Manchester on Jan. 
24. But that six-goal margin of  
defeat was the closest game the 
Bears had played all season and 
perhaps was a harbinger of  the 
win on Harwood’s ice.

Sterling made 27 saves in 
the loss to Burr & Burton, and 
Gretchen Stromberg got the 
Bears’ only goal against Burr 
& Burton in the second period, 
with eighth-grader Alex Day 
picking up the assist. The Bears 
are now 1-12 on the season.

• The Brattleboro boys im-
proved to 5-5-2 with a 9-3 vic-
tory over Monadnock on Jan. 
24.

 Snow golf fundraiser 
returns to Scott 
Farm on Feb. 25 

• On Sunday, Feb. 25, from 
noon to 3 p.m., The Landmark 
Trust USA (LTUSA) invites 
the public to its second annual 
“Snow Golf: Chip, Drive, & 
Putt for Preservation” event, 
which will once again be held 
at Scott Farm in Dummerston. 
An o�  cial part of  Brattleboro’s 
Winter Carnival, tickets are 
$35, and advance registration is 
suggested.

LTUSA is a nonpro� t his-
toric preservation organi-
zation that has beautifully 
restored Naulakha, the 1892 
Dummerston home of  au-
thor Rudyard Kipling, and four 
other southern Vermont prop-
erties, which it owns and op-
erates as overnight vacation 
rentals. According to the U.S. 
Golf  Association, Kipling in-
vented snow golf  at Naulakha 
following his introduction to 
the game by Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle of  Sherlock Holmes 
fame.

New this year, the course will 

be designed in partnership with 
the Brattleboro Country Club 
and feature six skills challenges 
— including Chipping Skeeball, 
Tic-Tac-Toe, and Blindfolded 
Pick-A-Club — as well as one 
hole and a bonus “closest to the 
pin” shot. Players may regis-
ter individually or as a team of  
four, and prizes will be awarded 
for best overall score, best score 
on each challenge, best dressed, 
and more.

All tickets include a free ex-
clusive hard or sweet cider 
drink from the Scott Farm pop-
up bar. Additional snacks and 
drinks will be provided as well. 
For more information and regis-
tration, visit  landmarktrustusa.
org/snow-golf . All pro-
ceeds from the event support 
LTUSA’s historic preservation 
work.

 Senior bowling 
roundup 

• Week 3 of  the winter/
spring season of  the Brattleboro 
Senior Bowling League at 
Brattleboro Bowl on Jan. 18 saw 
High Rollers (16-4) have a 5-0 
week to move into � rst place 
while Good Times (13-7) had a 
0-5 week to slip back into sec-
ond place. Stepping Stones II 
and Four Seasons (both 11-9) 
are tied for third, followed by 
Stayin’ Alive (10-10), Hairiers 
(9-11), Four Pins (6-14), and 
Slow Movers (4-16).

Vicki Butynski had the wom-
en’s high handicap game (262) 
and series (752), while Warren 
Corriveau Sr. had the men’s 
high handicap game (255) and 
series (668). Harriers had the 
high team handicap game (896) 
and series (2,591).

Robert Rigby had the men’s 
high scratch series (633) 
with games of  234 and 220. 
Corriveau had a 614 series with 
games of  237, 193, and 184. 
John Walker had a 593 series 
with a pair of  205 games and 
a 183 game, Duane Schillemat 
had a 552 series with games of  
197 and 191, Gary Montgomery 
had a 547 series with a 208 
game, Peter Deyo had a 546 se-
ries with a 201 game, and Jerry 
Dunham had a 186 game.

Butynski had the women’s 
high scratch series (503) and 
game (194). She also had a 174 
game. Other notable games in-
cluded Nancy Dalzell (178) and 
Carol Gloski (176). 

Pattison got the BF lead down 
to 23-22, but an 8-0 run by BF 
keyed by freshman guard Abby 
Nystrom closed out the third 
quarter and gave the Terriers a 
31-22 lead.

The Bears again ral-
lied as Mallory Newton and 
Croutworst scored to pull 
within four, 33-29, with 2:33 
left in the game. Brattleboro got 
no closer as the Bears could not 
get a basket the rest of  the way.

“We just couldn’t put it in the 
bucket,” said Brattleboro coach 
Karen Henry. “Those are shots 
we’d make in any other game. 
That was the di� erence.”

Nystrom and forward Laura 
Kamel led BF with 10 points 
each. Croutworst had four 
three-pointers and � nished with 
a game-high 14 points. Pattison 
added seven points, and 
Newton and Montana Frehsee 
each scored four points.

 Brattleboro 
guard Karson 
Elliott (2) 
gestures 
toward 
his team’s 
bench as his 
teammates 
celebrate his 
game-winning 
three-point 
shot with 7.6 
seconds left in 
regulation to 
seal a come-
from-behind 
52-51 win 
over Burr & 
Burton on 
Jan. 26 at the 
BUHS gym. 

  RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS  

 Brattleboro 
defenders 

Reese 
Croutworst 

(1) and Kate 
Pattison, left, 

close in on 
Bellows Falls 

guard Abby 
Nystrom (3) 

during the 
� rst half  of  
their Jan. 25 
game at the 
BUHS gym. 
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