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LleutenanG]oe Thompson of Rescue Inc., who died April 29, enjoyed a moment with
grandson Grayson at a spaghetti dinner orgamzed by his EMS colleagues in 2022.

Paramedic’s 40-vyear legacy
‘BEYOND DESCRIPTION’

Joe Thompson, an EMS stalwart for more than four
decades, gets posthumous honors for his service to
emergency medicine at a Fenway Park ceremony

By Fran Lynggaard Hansen

The Commons

RATTLEBORO—Zach

Rounds, a paramedic

with Rescue Inc. in

Brattleboro, described

his good friend Joe Thompson

as “one of the hardest working
people I’ve ever met.”

Thompson, 63, died of pan-

creatic cancer on April 29 after

an eight-month battle with the
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disease. He leaves a long legacy
of service to the community.

“I first met Joe because he did
the driver’s education for ambu-
lance drivers. For over 40 years,
almost every driver in our orga-
nization went through Joe’s cone
course. He was a very meticu-
lous driver who knew all the tips
and tricks to avoid crashes with
the ambulance,” said Rounds.

“His impact at Rescue is be-
yond description,” he added.
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Guilford author Chuck
Collins has written his first
— and, he anticipates, his
only — novel.

“He’s done almost every job
available at Rescue Inc., hav-
ing served as a lieutenant, a
captain, a deputy chief, a shift
officer, a drivers training offi-
cer, [in] building maintenance.
Everything.”

Over the last few months,
Thompson began to write down
all the jobs he’s quietly taken on
at Rescue’s quarters. So far, six
people are now covering what
he once did.

Dale Merritt of Vernon
worked with Thompson at
Rescue Inc. for much of his ca-
reer and bestowed on him a spe-
cial nickname.

“We called Joe ‘MacGyver’
after the 1980s TV show where
the lead character had a solu-
tion to any problem he faced,”
Merritt said. “Known for his
engineering skills, MacGyver of-
ten used a Swiss army knife and
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BUHS team name
sparks Civil War
of opinion

Colonel supporters aren’t
surrendering without a fight,
as seen through dozens of

social media posts criticizing
the proposed change

By Kevin O’Connor
VtDigger.org

BRATTLEBORO—When
Brattleboro Union High School
rang in the Happy Days of 1950
with a new team nickname, the
local newspaper warned that fans
might face a potential hiccup.

“The one fear of the student
body in choosing ‘Colonels’ is
that some sports-writing sharp-
shooter will make with the levity
and call the B.H.S. athletes the
Korny Kernels,” the Brattleboro

Reformer wrote at the time.

Few would foresee the name
sparking a Civil War of sharper
words.

The Colonel moniker, un-
veiled to honor Union soldiers
who mustered at the school’s
Fairground Road location in the
1860s, morphed into a “Pride of
the South” Confederate mascot
by the 1970s.

“No one bothered to connect
the dots between embracing rac-
ist imagery and symbolism and
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Paid family leave
bill gets shelved

in Senate

"The House passed the measure,
but the Senate does not

support it in its current form,

so it will wait until 2024 —
barring surprises in the last
days of the current session

By Joyce Marcel

The Commons

BRATTLEBORO—
Rep. Emilie Kornheiser,
D-Brattleboro, chair of the
House Committee on Ways and
Means, brought to the Legislature
this session a bill that was very
dear to her heart: a comprehen-
sive paid family leave bill.

It reintroduced a concept that
is similar to bills that had been
vetoed by the governor in past

legislative sessions. But this year,
with the Democrats having a
super-majority, there would be
enough votes to override a veto.
And in the House, passing the bill
became a priority.

Yet the bill did not even have a
chance to be vetoed by the gover-
nor. The paid family and medical
leave bill was tabled last week by
House Speaker Jill Krowinski,
D-Burlington, because it could
not gain traction in the Senate.

B SEE FAMILY LEAVE BILL, A7

How do people, relationships,
experlences, and movements shape us?

Chuck Collins, author of a new novel that anticipates our ‘collision
course toward a climate catastrophe,’ notes that ‘fiction can
play an important role in imagining how we move forward’

By Annie Landenberger

The Commons

UILFORD—VWiithin a

mere few pages of his

debut novel, Alzar to an

Erupting Sun, Chuck

Collins of Guilford sets the stage

for his heroine, Rae Kelliher, to

carry out a well-planned murder/
suicide.

Kelliher sacrifices herself to

a cause, taking out an oil baron

for his role in delaying responses

to climate change. Complicating

the aftermath, two of the CEQ’s

children are killed in the process.

In Alrar, a work of near-future

eco fiction, Collins welcomes us

into a world where visionaries and

activists wrestle with climate dis-
ruption in the recent past to our
present and several years beyond.
His Rae Kelliher is a lifelong ac-
tivist focused most on the envi-
ronment, though her reach spans
other causes.

Throughout the novel we see
what makes Kelliher tick. From
wrestling with her Ohio past and
a myopic brother to her meticu-
lous research into, and near-ob-
sessive behavior around, a cause,
we see that she is a force to be
remembered.

And she is.

Seven years after her dramatic
demise, Kelliher’s Vermont farm
community — which she and
her husband, Reggie, nurtured

— gather to honor her, to try
to understand her violent exit,
to grapple with the work yet to
be done.

In the end, it’s clear that Rae
Kelliher did not die in vain.

A fortunate son
pays it forward

From his native Madison,
Wisconsin, Collins, 63, first came
East in 1977. At 18, he worked in
Worcester, Massachusetts, with
Mustard Seed Catholic Worker
Community for a few years be-
fore matriculating at Hampshire
College. He came to this re-
gion first through Greenfield,
Massachusetts, and from there
to the Brattleboro area.

“I started building a cabin in
Guilford,” he said. “The appeal
was the rural area and the ways in
which Vermont has proven itself
to be a sort of lab for regenera-
tive economy.”

In a life committed to eco-
nomic justice and equality, and,
more recently, to climate health,
Collins, founder of United for
a Fair Economy, is director
of the Program on Inequality
and the Common Good at the
Institute for Policy Studies in
Washington, D.C., where he co-
edits Inequality.org, which since
2011, according to the website,
has tracked “inequality-related
news and views” that address
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DRYER VENT
CLEANING

Installation & Repair
603-762-3433

durlingcleaning.com

NEW SPRING
SHOES AND
SANDALS!

THE SHOE TREE
Main St. Brattleboro

Meeting House
Garden
Perennials
Open Wed. - Sun.
10:00-5:00pm
41 Meetinghouse Rd.
Hinsdale, NH
603-256-8892

BOC
Canoe & Kayak
SALE/SWAP
Saturday, May 13th
For more info email
Lmacyak@gmail.com,
or visit our website
BrattleboroOutingClub.org

Brattleboro
Music Center
Sarasa Ensemble
Take Four! Music for
Cello Quartets.
Friday, May 12,
7:00pm
bmcvt.org

A bike for
Mom!

Burrows
Specialized Sports
105 Main St. Brattleboro

802-254-9430

Vintage Camper
BBQ Party
May 20th, 11am-3pm
Rain or shine
Brattleboro North KOA
1238 USRt 5
East Dummerston
Benefits West Dummerston
Volunteer Fire Department

The Commons
8,000 avg. circulation to
260 locations + strong
digital following reaching

20,000+ READERS

See our MEDIA KIT for
full list of towns we reach
at commonsnews.org

New Designer
Spring
Jewelry!
Gallery in the Woods
145 Main St. Brattleboro

802-257-4777
galleryinthewoods.com

Essentrics

with Kelly

6 Week Series

May 1 - June 9
Mondays @ 6:30am
Fridays @ 5:00 pm
innerheatyogavt.com

Tuxedo & Suit
Rentals
For weddings,
proms & more
Vermont Artisan Designs

106 Main St. Brattleboro
802-257-7044

Supreme Fitness
6 MONTH SPECIAL
$232.50
Saving over $40!
1589 Putney Rd,
Brattleboro
802-257-4944

Brattleboro Music Center

Brattleboro Concert Choir
Power! Music of
Defiance & Strength
Saturday, May 13, 7:30 pm
Sunday, May 14, 4:00 pm
Persons Auditorium,
Marlboro VT

DOSA KITCHEN
FOOD TRUCK
NEW LOCATION!
209 Austine Drive
Brattleboro
Fri, Sat, Sun
11:30-3:30

Grace Cottage
Family Health
Compassion
& Convenience

First-time Patients
Welcome!

802-365-4331

Round Up at the
Brattleboro
Food Co-op
At checkout round up
your purchases to the
next dollar and support
local non-profits.
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VIM’S MISSION
Recognizing that a vigorous ex-
change of ideas and information
allows democracy to function and
is the lifeblood of a community,
Vermont Independent Media:

« creates a forum for community

participation,

+ promotes local independent

journalism,

« fosters civic engagement by

building media skills
through publication of The
Commons and commonsnews.org,
and through the Media Mentoring
Project.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Aleshnick, Lynn Barrett, Michael
Bosworth, Michelle Frehsee,
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ABOUT THIS NEWSPAPER
The Commons is a nonprofit commu-
nity newspaper published since 2006
by Vermont Independent Media, Inc.,
a nonprofit corporation under section
501(c)3 of the federal tax code.

The newspaper is free, but it is sup-
ported by readers like you through
tax-deductible donations, through ad-
vertising support, and through support
of charitable foundations.

The paper is published weekly, with
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SUBMITTING NEWS AND TIPS

We welcome story ideas and news
tips. Please contact the newsroom
at news@commonsnews.org or at
(802) 246-6397.

VOICES
The Commons presents a broad range of
essays, memoirs, and other subjective
material in Voices, our editorial and com-
mentary section. We want the paper to
provide an unpredictable variety of food
for thought from all points on the polit-
ical spectrum.

We especially invite responses to ma-
terial that appears in the paper.

We do not publish unsigned or anon-
ymous letters, and we only very rarely
withhold names for other pieces. When
space is an issue, our priority is to run
contributions that have not yet appeared
in other publications.

Please check with the editor before
writing essays or other original sub-
missions of substance. Email: voices@
COMmMoNsnews.org.

Editorials represent the collective
voice of The Commons and are written by
the editors or by members of the Vermont
Independent Media Board of Directors.

The views expressed in our Voices
section are those of individual con-
tributors. Bylined commentaries by
members of the Vermont Independent
Media board of directors represent
their individual opinions; as an orga-
nization, we are committed to provid-
ing a forum for the entire community.
As a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization,
Vermont Independent Media is legally
prohibited from endorsing political
candidates.

ADVERTISING
Your advertising directly supports a better
newspaper. The open display advertising
rate is $16.50 per column inch, and The
Commons offers discounts. To place your
ad, contact lori@commonsnews.org or
nancy@commonsnews.org.

Advertising files can be saved as PDF
(press-ready setting), EPS (with fonts
converted to outlines), or as TIFF (600
pixels per inch), or printed as black-and-
white hard copy.

We can design your ad, and you
should not hesitate to ask us to do so.
We love helping our clients.

DISTRIBUTION

The Commons distributes 8,000 copies
per issue to 250 drops in almost every
Windham County town, as well as in
neighboring towns in Windsor County
(Vt.), Cheshire County (N.H.) and Franklin
County (Mass.). Please get in touch
(circulation@commonsnews.org) if
you would like us to consider adding
your business.

Without our volunteers, this
newspaper would exist only
in our imaginations.
Special thanks to:

Simi and Mark Berman,
Diana Bingham,

Jim Maxwell, Rob Bertsche,
Barbara Evans;

Cameron Cobane, Shannon Ward, and
Hooker-Dunham Theater & Gallery;
Clay Turnbull and NEC;
Brendan Emmett Quigley
and Joon Pahk
In memoriam:

Alan 0. Dann, Judy Gorman,
Mia Gannon
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COURTESY PHOTO VIA I.(\ATE BOUDREAU

From left, Kate Boudreau, (daughter) Joan Martin, Gregg Thompson, and Devin

l'Ig'hompson (on Gregg’s back) stand behind home plate last week at Fenway Park in
oston.

Plant a Seed Demo - Saturday, May 20th, 12-4 pm -all ages.

Stop by in front of the store to mix up some seed starting mix with
vermicompost, and plant a seed to take home. There will be music,
and free drawings of Vermont Compost and Black Dirt Farm products!

|
stock up on your f,o,.a, and veggie starts:
“‘

572, BRATTLEBOROFOOD CO-OP
’ Mon—Sat,S 8, Sun 9-8 ¢ 2 Main Street, Brattleboro
|

BFC.coop * 802-257-0236

Switch your propane to Sandri
and get a $100 account credit!”

WHEN IT COMES TO YOURHOME
ENERGY NEEDS, COUNT ON

| N
| Sandri

E DIF

¢ Low, Competitive Pricing
¢ Prompt Pay and Multi-Fuel User Discounts
e Same-Day Emergency Service 24/7

PS: We answer our phones!

*Does not apply to existing accounts. Other restrictions apply.
Please call for details.

Diving into spring cleaning? Good news!
Goodwill accepts donations daily!

Revenue from items you donate that we’re able to sell in our stores
helps to support Goodwill’s mission, which provides people in need
with job training and placement programs, as well as support services.

We appreciate all types of donations, including clothing, collectibles,
jewelry, antiques, furniture, housewares, shoes, TVs, computer items
and accessories.

Open Daily: Monday - Saturday, 9 am -7 pm
Sunday, 10 am - 6 pm

Goodwill Store and Donation Center
768 Putney Rd., Brattleboro, VT 05301
802-257-3360

Follow us on Facebook at Goodwill Industries - Brattleboro

B Thompson

duct tape to fix many problems.”

He described the TV character
as “Joe himself.”

“No matter how difficult the
call, Joe always had a way out of
every predicament,” Merritt said.
“He could come up with a solu-
tion to anything. [...] He gave us
all a sense of security because
he’d think of solutions that no
one else would ever think about.”

A big heart

“There is no one I’d rather
have on a call with me,” said
Merritt, who also remembers
Thompson’s kindness and heart,
as well as his “great sense of
humor.”

“We had a squad member
whose father loved the ocean and
was on hospice care,” Merritt
said. Thompson got permission
for Merritt and their colleague to
take the elderly man on his final
trip to Hampton Beach in an am-
bulance on their days off.

“The man was thrilled to get
a final look at the ocean and
couldn’t have gone without
medical care in an ambulance,”
Merritt said. “This is just the
kind of guy Joe was — always
helping others.”

Archer Mayor of Newfane,
mystery novelist and death in-
vestigator for Vermont’s Office
of the Chief Medical Examiner,
worked with Thompson at Rescue
in the late 1980s.

“He was stalwart, steady, de-
pendable, funny, irreverent, and
good at his job,” Mayor said. “He
was not only surehanded with pa-
tient care but equally easy dealing
with a fleet of sometimes cranky
ambulances.”

“One of his oddities in those
days was that he kept a small
metal carpentry nail in his
mouth, claiming that it helped
him stop smoking,” he said,
though he added that he would
see Thompson, who later owned
a mowing and plowing business,
with a small cigar clamped be-
tween his teeth as he rode his
lawn mower.

“I was forever unsure of the
effectiveness of his cure,” Mayor
said. “Nevertheless, he cut a fig-
ure and left a fine impression in
his wake.”

The author said he thought of
Thompson regularly “after we
pursued our different paths, with
fondness and respect."

In May 2022, Joe was presented
with the Star of Life Award in
Washington, D.C., for his ded-
ication and service within the
field of emergency medicine.
At that time, Verne Bristol, past
president and one of the origi-
nal founders of Rescue Inc.,
commented about working with
Thompson.

“Joe Thompson is an old-
timer on Rescue,” Bristol said.
“He’s seen tremendous change
in emergency medicine during
his 40-plus years on the job. He’s
handled the purchase of the vehi-
cles, done the maintenance on our
ambulances — he’s done it all.”

Bristol called Thompson “a
wonderful, down-to-earth mem-
ber who has given years and years
of his time and talent to Rescue
Inc.”

“We value him,” said Bristol
with pride. “There is nothing this
guy hasn’t done.”

One final honor

Derek Paul, his brother Ryan,
and sister-in-law Melissa all agree
with these sentiments. All three
own the local Servpro clean-
ing and restoration franchise in
Chesterfield, N.H.

They recently told Thompson
that he had won the Paint the
Plate Award, organized by
the company’s northern New
England franchisees to honor
emergency medical services
personnel in New England. The
presentation would be scheduled
for EMS night on May 4 during
a Boston Red Sox home game in
Fenway Park in Boston.

The award honors an EMS pro-
fessional from the New England
community. “Joe Thompson
was nominated more than any
other candidate for this spe-
cial award, and also received the

FROM SECTION FRONT

largest number of votes to win
the prize,” Paul said.

Among the comments on his
nomination papers included:

* “Joe is in stage 4 cancer and
still works harder than anyone I
know. He was shoveling snow off
the roof of Rescue quarters, fell
off, and knocked himself uncon-
scious. After being checked by
a paramedic we had at base he
went back to shoveling the snow
off the roof.”

« “He is a person that gives ev-
erything to everyone. He loves his
community and has dedicated de-
cades of his life to improving the
lives of others. He is the epitome
of altruism. He has always been
the glue that holds us together.
He is someone I always look to
for guidance and support. He is
truly a hero.”

Thompson was notified that he
won the award and died two days
later. His life partner, Joan Martin
of Brattleboro; his daughter,
Kate Boudreau; his son, Gregg
Thompson; and his 7-year-old
granddaughter Devin made the
trip to Boston to paint the plate
in his honor.

“Throughout New England,
there were 20 or so individuals
who were nominated, but Joe was
nominated 54 times! He obviously
has made a major impression on
his community,” said Paul.

“We are local people and, as
I think about Joe Thompson, I
realize that he’s served this com-
munity almost as long as I’ve been
alive, quietly helping others,”
Paul continued. “It was an honor
to get to know his family, and we
thank him deeply for his service
to our community.”

“We were so glad he knew that
before he died,” said Martin.

During EMS Night at Fenway
Park, Martin and Thompson’s
family were greeted and brought
to the home plate by Servpro and
Red Sox personnel, where they all
gathered for pictures and were
given a can of white spray paint
to use to paint the plate.

“It was wonderful,” Martin
said. “About 20 members of
Rescue Inc, the Servpro folks,
and our family gathered in Joe’s
honor. We were also given four
tickets right behind home plate.”

“The Red Sox beat the Blue
Jays, 11-5. Joe would have loved
that. He was a lifelong fan.”

Martin was also quick to thank
Rescue Inc. Since Thompson’s
cancer diagnosis last fall, Rescue
began a series of monthly spa-
ghetti dinners to assist with
medical costs and to gather the
community together. Some of the
money raised went toward a fam-
ily trip to see the Grand Canyon
— “a life goal for Joe,” she said.

“We were able to make that
trip when Joe wasn’t as ill, and
his two children and three grand-
children were able to make the
trip with us,” Martin continued.
“It was a real boost to his spirit
to check that off his bucket list.
Each and every one of the peo-
ple with whom Joe worked were
outstanding supports to him and
his family, and our family thanks
them all.”

Thompson’s death reverber-
ated at the highest levels of state
EMS agencies.

“Joseph Thompson took his
first EMS course in 1981 and
went on to hold nearly every
level of EMS licensure Vermont
offers during his career of over
40 years,” Vermont Department
of Health Emergency Medical
Services Chief Bambi Dame said.

“We thank Joe for his con-
tinued dedication and commit-
ment to his community and EMS
throughout the years,” she said.
“We are grateful for Joe’s selfless
service and extend our sincer-
est condolences to his family and
colleagues in the Vermont EMS
community.”

A celebration of Joe’s life will be
held on Fune S from 4 1o 6 p.m., at
the B.RO. Elks Lodge on Putney
Road. Memorial contributions in
Joe’s name may be made to Rescue
Inc, PO. Box 593, Brattleboro, VT
05302; or the Joseph R Thompson
Memorial Scholarship Fund at
Rescue Inc.

didn’t become an EMT to get a front-row
seat to other people’s tragedies. I did it be-
cause I knew the world was bleeding and so
was 1, and somewhere inside I knew the only
way to stop my own bleeding was to learn how

to stop someone else’s.

—DAaNIEL Jost OLDER

Small Credit Union.
Big Heart.
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P.O. Box 8245

Yyoyvy9v9

Tel: (802) 257-5131
Fax: (802) 257-5837
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the effects such symbols have
on the community,” resident
Curtiss Reed Jr. wrote in a 2003
commentary.

The op-ed and the discussion
that followed is widely credited
with — or blamed for — spurring
the school to retire its antebellum
plantation-owner character.

New state

law requires
‘nondiscriminatory
school branding’

Fast-forward to the state’s 2022
law requiring “nondiscrimina-
tory school branding” that avoids
stereotyping race, religion, na-
tionality or sexual identity or ref-
erencing those “associated with
the repression of others.”

“Where the mascot began and
where it is now are two differ-
ent places, but it is intrinsically
linked forever with the racist his-
tory,” Lana Dever, a Brattleboro
representative to the Windham
Southeast School District Board,
recently told her colleagues.

“What we really need to do is
step forward, acknowledge the
painful past, and work to have a
new name that represents all of
our students,” she said.

That could take place as soon
as the board’s May 9 meeting.
But Colonel supporters aren’t
surrendering without a fight, as
seen through dozens of social
media posts criticizing the pro-
posed change.

“I grew up as a minority wear-
ing the name across my chest as
an athlete with pride,” Johnathan
Wong, a 2008 alumnus, wrote on
Facebook. “Choosing to drop the
name throws away traditions/his-
tory that existed before all of us.”

Many locals mistakenly assume
“Colonel” refers to the town’s
1700s namesake, Col. William
Brattle. Instead, the school in-
troduced the name 70 years ago
in recognition of its new home
on the community’s old Civil
War campgrounds, according to
Joe Rivers, a social studies teacher
and a leader of the Brattleboro
Historical Society.

The Colonels were no more
than a name until the 1970s,
when the school adopted the
same white-goateed planta-
tion owner mascot then used by
the University of Mississippi.
That led some students to wave
Confederate flags at games and,
in 1998, someone burned a doll
depicting a Black person in the
annual homecoming bonfire.

Enter Reed, who moved to
town to become executive direc-
tor of the locally based ALANA
Community Organization,
now the Vermont Partnership
for Fairness and Diversity. He
couldn’t believe the logo he saw
on school uniforms was the same
“Colonel Reb” that Mississippi
was retiring after complaints it
was racist.

“The colonel is a vestige of a
time when Blacks, the descen-
dants of slaves, were openly and
defiantly denied their civil rights
by white Americans,” Reed wrote
in his 2003 commentary. “Do we
want to develop future genera-
tions of local employees incapable
of ‘sealing the deal’ with ethni-
cally, racially and linguistically
diverse consumers and suppli-
ers because of their ‘innocent
displays’ of hate-perpetuating
symbols on their desks, in their
cubicles or in their speech?”

School leaders went on to re-
tire the mascot in 2004 but re-
tain the “Colonel” moniker, only
to see the issue resurface again
and again.

KEVIN O’'CONNOR/VTDIGGER.ORG
Brattleboro Union High School rallied around the same
Colonel mascot used by the University of Mississippi
lzlg(t)bl both institutions retired the character in the early

S.

A “Change the Racist Colonel”
petition that has lingered online
for years has attracted more than
1,500 signatures.

“While changing the image was
astep, it simply was not enough,”
the petition states in part. “By
having a name with an overt con-
nection to slavery, the Civil War
South and the racist history of
Brattleboro, BUHS is telling its
students of color that it is not a
space meant for them.”

In response, a “Save the Name
Colonels” counter-petition has
drawn a similar number of sup-
porters who argue the moniker
is no longer connected to the
Confederacy.

“The image has been removed
from the school for over 15 years
as of now and no longer has ties
to the name,” the petition states
in part.

Even if those arguments per-
suaded school leadership, that
would probably not happen
for another reason: trademark
infringement.

In another commentary in the
Reformer in 2004, Reed observed
that the school district had taken
the image of the mascot from the
University of Mississippi and the
university asserted its intellectual
property in correspondence to
BUHS in 2002 and in 2004.

“The school board in its de-
cision to retire the image had to
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FROM SECTION FRONT
have been acutely aware of the LI M IT E D TI
trademark infringement issues,”
Reed wrote, and thus “our com-
munity and its elected officials
were compelled to act on behalf
of its removal.”

Students look
back and ahead

Of Brattleboro’s nearly 800
ninth- through 12th-graders,
15% identify as something other
than “white,” according to school

e LED bulbs (40
statistics.

None of the dozens of students  Low-flow sho

practicing baseball, softball, la- °
crosse, track and tennis one recent
day could be seen wearing any-
thing bearing the word “Colonel”
— although a few teams jokingly
referred to themselves as the
“Popcorn Kernels.”

Habame Scholz-Karabakakis,
a member of the school board’s
Student Advisory Committee, has
suggested both regular recogni-
tion of the past and a new name
for the future.

“Even though it’s history, and
very shameful history, I think we
should teach our own history,”
the senior said. “That would re-
ally shed a lot of light on where
we are now and how far we’ve
come.”
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Curtiss Reed Jr., director of what then was the ALANA Organization and what now is the Vermont Partnership for

iversity, challenged the Colonel in a commentary in 2003 in the pages of the Reformer.
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Glendate

DINING SERVICES

NOW HIRING IN VERNON, VT!
Do you love cooking, working as part of a team,
and providing exceptional customer service?
If you answer is YES, we want to learn more about you!

Join our residential dining team as a full-time
or part-time: Cook, Server, or Dishwasher

Apply at: www.glendalediningservices.com/careers,
or call 603-437-0200 x 106.

t ersosimo

Full Time Inside Sales

Mary Meyer Corp., a designer and
distributor of high-quality plush toys
has a dynamic position to fill in our
Townshend office. Responsibilities
include new business development,
managing customer relationships,
special projects, working with customers on Custom
Projects, sales data analysis, and researching and qual-
ifying customer leads. Candidate must be goal oriented,
organized, independent, professional, and energetic. Must
be an excellent communicator in both written and oral
communications. Must be familiar with online research
and able to navigate and embrace social media platforms.
Knowledge of NetSuite software, mapping software a plus
but not necessary. 3 years sales experience a must. Must
be proficient in Excel, Word, Zoom, and Power Point.

Benefits include medical, dental, vision, 401(k), short and
long term disability, life insurance, paid personal and
vacation time. Please email resume and letter of interest
to Peggy_Dolan@marymeyer.com.

No phone calls, please. Mary Meyer is an EOE.

Lumber Company

Do you value your weekends off?
Half day on Friday?
Join our team in Brattleboro!

Actively looking to fill:
Production — Lumber handlers & Machine operators
Maintenance — facility & sawmill
Mechanics - equipment

Competitive benefits package including health, dental, 401k.

Applications available at:
1103 Vernon Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301
802-254-4508 * www.cersosimolumber.com
Or email resume to: employment@cersosimo.com

Imagine summer days filled with

endless ADVENTURES
exciting CHALLENGES
and unbridled FUN!

We're currently looking for passionate, caring,
and adventurous individuals for all positions!
Residential counselors, Day Camp counselors,
Lifeguards, Kitchen Staff. June 17-Aug 15.

Reach out to cagney@campw.org for more information.

BOYS & GIRLS
OF BRATTLEBORO

TEEN COUNSELORS NEEDED!
Spend The Summer Outdoors

5 weeks of camp
(6/26-7/28)
Grades 1-6

Mon-Fri 9:00-3:00

Competitive Pay

Join us at Hilltop Campus for a summer
helping kids learn about nature, the
environment, and all things summer!

bgcbrattleboro.org/employment
jobs@bgcbrattleboro.org
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Scott administration
defends plan to end

motel program

At least 6 Democratic legislators
threaten to uphold a potential veto
if the state budget does not include
funding for a pandemic program
to house 2,500 people for which
no housing i1s otherwise available

By Sarah Mearhoff
VtDigger.org

MONTPELIER—As thou-
sands of Vermonters experiencing
homelessness stand to lose their
state-funded emergency shelter
come July, Secretary of Human
Services Jenney Samuelson said
she expects some of the estimated
2,500 people to “self-resolve”
their lack of housing by the time
the state winds down the pan-
demic-era program.

“There are some of the in-
dividuals who we talked to in
the hotels who have alternative
plans, and they’re waiting for the
program to end before initiating
those,” Samuelson told report-
ers at a May 3 press conference
alongside Gov. Phil Scott.

In a legislative session punctu-
ated by political tit-for-tats be-
tween Scott and an emboldened
Democratic supermajority in
the Legislature, there is at least
one thing that the two branches
agree on: ending Vermont’s emer-
gency motel housing program.
Democratic legislative negotia-
tors have cut the program out of
their 2024 budget, and on May 3,
members of the Scott administra-
tion defended the move.

The program began during the
Covid pandemic, prompted by a
historic influx of federal money
and a sharp rise in homelessness.
Vermont is now estimated to have
the second-highest rate of home-
lessness in the country, behind
only California.

Three years later, the well of
federal cash has run dry — yet
Vermont’s housing crisis lingers.

“We need to move on,” Scott
said of the motel program on May
3. “I don’t underestimate how
difficult this is for some of those
folks involved, but it’s time. We
have to end it sometime. We can’t
keep going with a $20 million a
month program.” (The program
actually costs between $7 and $8
million a month, according to
data provided by state officials to
VTDigger.)

Asked what she meant by pro-
gram participants being able to
“self-resolve” their housing sit-
uation, Samuelson said there are
many options.
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Secretary of Human
Services Jenney Samuelson
said she expects some of
the estimated 2,500 people
to “self-resolve” their lack
of housing by the time
the state winds down the
pandemic-era housing
voucher program.

“Those could be going back to
living with friends and family,”
she said. “It could mean being
able to find a unit with a voucher
that they currently have. There
are a myriad of different mecha-
nisms. Sometimes, it’s going back
to where they’ve lived before, and
that may or may not be in the
state of Vermont.”

But even a Section 8 voucher
in hand has proven insufficient
for many Vermonters struggling
to find affordable housing.

Getting beyond
a ‘Band-Aid’
approach

With the state having one of
the lowest vacancy rates in the na-
tion, there simply are not enough
units available — and landlords,
facing demand that is higher
than ever, can afford to be choosy
about their tenants.

Roughly 75% of Vermonters
who finally receive a Section 8
voucher — sometimes after years
on a waiting list — ultimately
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have to rescind it because they
can’t find a home to rent before it
expires, VT Digger has reported.

Samuelson said that’s another
reason why the motel program
should end: Valuable state re-
sources are being devoted to a
Band-Aid approach, while that
money could go toward building
more units.

While she did not vocalize the
real possibility of Vermonters be-
ing forced to live in cars or tents,
the human services secretary did
point to summertime’s lack of
“adverse weather,” in arguing
that it is the “right time” to end
the program.

But in a warming climate
with more frequent and ex-
treme heat waves, Vermont’s own
Department of Health writes on
its website, “Heat illnesses can
be deadly.”

Asked on Wednesday if she
sees a need for the state to expand
cooling-site capacity come sum-
mertime, Samuelson answered,
“I don’t think that that’s directly
related to housing,”

Allin all, Samuelson said, “now
is the time” to end the program.

“We could keep extending this
and extending it forward, but
that’s only putting a pause on
folks’ lives and the ability to look
at what the next step is, rather
than helping them make that next
step,” she said.

Opposition grows
in the House

A small coalition of Democratic
and Progressive lawmakers in the
Vermont House is threatening to
vote to uphold Gov. Phil Scott’s
predicted veto of the state budget
if legislative leaders do not agree
to continue funding the program.

NICHOLAS LUOMA/COMMONS FILE PHOTO

A message on one door at the Quality Inn, the primary facility in the region where the
state has arranlged for people experiencing homelessness to be sheltered throughout the

pandemic. Wit

no funding likely in the state budget and a housing shortage throughout

the state, housing advocates predict that many of the people in the program will soon
find themselves out on the street.

Rep. Mari Cordes, D-Lincoln,
an organizer of the effort, said
six Democrats (herself included)
have agreed to vote to sustain a
gubernatorial veto on the budget
if additional funding is not added
to continue the program.

“The budget is critical, but also
being a statement of our values
— I cannot withstand upholding
a budget that is so inhumane and
so immoral,” she said on May 5.

Rep. Emma Mulvaney-Stanak,
P/D-Burlington, who leads the
House’s five-member Progressive
caucus, said it’s possible the cau-
cus, which has asked for the pro-
gram to be fully funded, would
do so as well. She implied it was
likely but stopped just short of
making such a pledge.

“We just haven’t officially had
that conversation, so I don’t want
to speak out of turn from my cau-
cus yet,” she said.

But Mulvaney-Stanak added
that she, personally, would vote

to uphold a veto if the program
isn’t funded. Rep. Taylor Small,
P/D-Winooski, confirmed to
VTDigger that she was prepared
to do the same, although she
stressed that she would much pre-
fer House and Senate budget ne-
gotiators hash out a deal instead.

The move is risky. Democrats
and Progressives together con-
trol 109 votes in the 150-member
chamber. It takes a simple major-
ity to pass a bill, and a two-thirds
majority of members present to
override a veto. Scott has tele-
graphed a veto on the budget is
highly likely, as Democrats are
planning to raise taxes and fees to
fund a slate of new initiatives, but
he’s never outright said he would.

His administration had re-
quested $26 million for Vermont’s
general assistance program, a fig-
ure lawmakers in both chambers
had so far accepted. For the first
time, on May 4, in the waning
days of the session, state officials

outlined in detail to members of
the House General and Housing
Committee what that money
would cover.

Outside the winter months —
when the state plans to relax eli-
gibility for its motel-based shelter
program — a person receiving
Social Security or disability ben-
efits would be entitled to 28 days
of shelter in a single calendar
year. So, too, would someone 65
or older, or in their third trimes-
ter of pregnancy.

Rep. Emilie Krasnow, D-South
Burlington, visibly bristling with
frustration, asked administration
officials what she should tell her
friends and constituents.

“What can I tell them when
they asked me: Why didn’t you
help me? But why do I have no
place to go? Why is this bench
where I sleep now?” she said.

With additional reporting by Lola
Duffort of V'TDigger.org.

Legislature approves
universal school meals bill

Program would extend pandemic program indefinitely,
but whether 1t faces a veto from Gov. Scott 1s unclear

By Peter D’Auria
VtDigger.org

MONTPELIER—Vermont
lawmakers in both chambers have
now given approval to legislation
that would create an indefinitely
operating universal school meals
program, though it’s unclear
whether the governor will sign it.

On May 5, the Senate voted
to give initial approval to H.165,
which would require schools to
provide free breakfast and lunch
to Vermont students. The legisla-
tion passed the House in March.

“About a year ago, when I
heard about universal school
meals, I remember thinking
to myself, “That sounds nice,
it makes sense, and let’s make
sure kids are fed,”” Sen. Nader
Hashim, D-Windham, said on
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the floor.

“And then I visited a local high
school in my district and sat with
a group of students and staff to
hear about the program,” he
said. “And when I heard the sto-
ries from the kids, and the world
of difference that the teachers
and staff noticed, I walked away
recognizing that universal school
meals was going to be one of my
top priorities in the Legislature.”

The bill would require public
schools to offer all students free
breakfast and lunch. Independent
schools could also opt in to the
program to provide meals to
students who attend on public
tuition.

To receive the lunch benefits,
schools would have to participate
in federal food aid programs to
maximize the public funding
available to them. Schools would
be reimbursed for the amount
of money spent on the meals.
The legislation also seeks to cre-
ate incentives to use local food in
school meals.

Under an amendment offered
by the Senate Committee on
Appropriations, the bill would
set aside $29 million for the pro-
gram — a price tag estimated by
the Legislative Joint Fiscal Office.

The dollars for the program are
set to come out of the state’s
education fund, a pot of money
mostly filled by property taxes
which pays for Vermont’s schools.
The fund is currently enjoying a
roughly $64 million surplus.

But despite its momentum, the
school meals legislation has not
been without opposition.

Some lawmakers have ex-
pressed concern that, because the
program offers free meals to all
students, it would force Vermont
taxpayers to subsidize meals for
wealthy families — and could,
in the education fund’s leaner
years, raise residents’ property
taxes to do so.

“What this bill will do is as-
sure universal meals, and that
will mean children from the most
affluent communities and the
most affluent families will have
the benefit,” Sen. Jane Kitchel,
D-Caledonia, said on the floor.

Advocates have argued that
the bill would reduce the stigma
for low-income children who re-
ceive free meals at school. Kitchel,
however, argued that the program
would do little to obscure socio-
economic differences in schools.

“But don’t kid ourselves,”
Kitchel said. “Students know

behavioral cases.
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whose children are poor. They
know because of [their] phone.
They know it because of their
clothing. They know it because
of anything. And in some cases
it’s because the bus picks them
up at the motel.”

Gov. Phil Scott has also ex-
pressed hesitation about the
program.

The governor “remains con-
cerned that the bill would in-
crease property tax pressure,
and therefore potentially rents,”
his spokesperson Jason Maulucci
said in a May 5 email. “This ap-
proach could disproportionately
impact lower-income Vermonters
in order to essentially provide af-
fluent families support that they
do not need.”

Heather Bouchey, Vermont’s
interim secretary of education,
told lawmakers in the Senate ap-
propriations committee on May 3
that now is not the time to imple-
ment a program, given that “eco-
nomic forecasts show clouds on
the horizon,” according to writ-
ten testimony.

“I appreciate the opportunity
to clarify that the Administration
does not support creating a per-
manent universal meals program
this year,” Bouchey said.

But the bill passed on May 5 by
voice vote, after multiple senators
rose in support of it.

“Kids cannot learn if they have
not eaten breakfast and lunch,”
Sen. Ruth Hardy, D-Addison,
said in remarks on the floor. “This
is just as important to kids’ edu-
cation as books are.”

The bill, which if passed will
take effect July 1, must receive fi-
nal signoff by the Senate, and the
House must approve the amended
version before it heads to the gov-
ernor’s desk.

Maulucci did not respond to
an email seeking clarification
about the governor’s plans for
the legislation.
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the question: “What can we do to
narrow the staggering economic
inequality that so afflicts us in al-
most every aspect of our lives?”

In addition, he co-founded
the website DivestInvest
(DivestInvest.org) and is a trustee
of the Post Carbon Institute,
which publishes the website
Resilience (Resilience.org). A
board member of the Windham
& Windsor Housing Trust, he
was instrumental in shaping that
organization.

Author of numerous articles
and several non-fiction texts
— among them, The Wealth
Hoarders: How Billionaires Pay
Millions to Hide Trillionsand Born
on Third Base: A One Percenter
Makes the Case for Tackling
Inequality, Bringing Wealth Home,
and Commatting to the Common
Good — Collins has been a pres-
ence on CNN and on NPR’s Fresh
Air; in print he’s been featured in
publications from The Hill to The
Sun magazine, all a credit not only
to his experience but also to his
perspective on economic inequal-
ity in the U.S.

Collins has been there.
Growing up in the wealthy sub-
urbs of Detroit, he says, he be-
came increasingly aware of
inequality.

At 26, he came into a sizable in-
heritance from his great-grandfa-
ther, the German-born immigrant
entrepreneur Oscar E Mayer. In
turn, he donated it all to social
justice causes and foundations
— choosing, instead, “to work
for a living,” he said. “I needed
to make my own way.”

Acknowledging his multigen-
erational advantage, he adds,
“That’s the hand I was dealt: I
chose not to go there.”

Storytelling as a
tool for activism

About his departure from
nonfiction, Collins notes that as
in his current work, published
by Brattleboro’s Green Writers
Press, “fiction can play an im-
portant role in imagining how we
move forward.”

Collins said that he “didn’t
set out to write a novel.” But he
added that he was inspired by
his wife, Mary Wallace Collins,
a real estate agent who is also ac-
complished at storytelling, an art
he’s honing.

MARLBORO

He’d had the characters, plot,
setting, and theme in his back
pocket for a while, he said, and
so he set it to paper.

Collins said that “we’re on a
collision course toward a climate
catastrophe.”

“We know what’s required, but
we’re at an impasse — a powerful
industry has been blocking prog-
ress for 40 to 50 years,” he said.
“How do we make sense of it and
what do we do? There’s lots of
bleak imagery in art, but in the
work of Ursula McGinn, for ex-
ample, we see visions of how we
can live with hope.”

Altar “is a formation story,”
Collins explained — one about
how people, relationships, expe-
riences, and movements shape us.
Weaving in the history of protest
and its key players in recent de-
cades and recalling events (such as
the partial meltdown of a Three
Mile Island nuclear reactor, the
Nicaraguan Revolution, and the
Iran-Contra political scandal) and
dissidents (from Henry David
Thoreau to Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
Dorothy Day, the Berrigans, and
other progressive Catholics), the
new book is, he said, “a bildung-
sroman for adults.”

Moreover, he added, “the story
is an altar to people who have
sacrificed to social movements.”

A leitmotif, the altar reminds
the reader at several junctures
that there are sacrifices to be
made ubiquitously; there are
forces of evil working against
efforts to ameliorate climate
change; there are saints among
us to be revered.

FROM SECTION FRONT

The cover of
Altar to an
Erupting Sun.

“To bring their stories to the
fore is to honor them,” Collins
said.

“How we die says a lot about
how we live,” he says. Rae
Kelliher’s act is extreme in ex-
treme times — and one that
contradicts her life of nonvio-
lent protest.

Collins also tells the story
through Kelliher’s journal en-
tries, like this one: “My mem-
ory is sharp. I can’t seem to erase
some images and experiences. My
mind travels to Montague Farm,
the soup kitchen in Mexico, the
blockade of the pipeline. I can see
each scene vividly. [...] I rediscov-
ered this Utah Phillips quote that
has new meaning for me now:
“The Earth is not dying—it is be-
ing killed. And the people who
are killing it have names and ad-
dresses.” What action is justified
in defense of my body, our one
and only Mother Earth?”

“We, the human project, have
power still,” Collins says. “If we
all knew then what Exxon knew
40 years ago, we’d have responded
differently to avert disaster.” As it
is, Rae Kelliher notes that “thou-
sands of innocent people are dy-
ing or will die because of climate
disruption.”

On Earth Day 2022, Wynn
Bruce, 50, of Colorado set him-
self on fire on the steps of the
Supreme Court. Some say he
struggled with mental health;
others say he was deeply dis-
turbed by climate change and this
was his protest.

Most can’t conceive of doing
what Kelliher did in the pages of

PUTNEY—Created and en-
ergized in response to the 2016
national election, Southern
Vermont Sister District
Project’s purpose is to empower
local individuals in playing a
role within our larger political
systems. And to do so by sup-
porting grassroots change on
progressive issues in state legis-
latures across the United States.

With creative fundraising
over a series of targeted election
cycles, Southern Vermont Sister
District (SVSD) has raised a to-
tal of $100,000.

Recognizing that Vermont
was a sustainable Democratic
“Blue State,” SVSD says it
used the guidance and resources
of the national Sister District
Project to partner and sup-
port Democratic state legisla-
tive candidates during election
cycles for the key “Purple”
swing states of Virginia and
Pennsylvania.

“State legislatures are where
many of our most vital current
political issues such as repro-
ductive health and abortion,
gun control and crime, and
minimum wage and unionizing
are debated and decided,” or-
ganizers said in a news release.
“Although under the radar at
times, state legislatures across

the USA strongly contribute to
the quality of life for local citi-
zenry and often play a leader-
ship role in pulling the nation
into different directions.

The national Sister District
Project identifies local leaders
and activists in winnable state
legislative races — the major-
ity with women and gender
minority representatives and
candidates of color. Since 2016,
SVSD says it has backed a total
of eight such legislative candi-
dates, seven of whom won elec-
tions, and thus contributed to
flipping the Virginia House of
Representatives to Blue in 2018,
and the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives to Blue in 2022.

SVSD says it achieved its
success by going beyond more
traditional political activism
of canvassing, phone bank-
ing, and mailings. Instead, it
raises money in creative and
engaging ways, such as its Soup
Subscription, in which “sub-
scribers receive a monthly quart
or two of healthy and delicious
homemade soup. Volunteer
soup makers follow standard-
ized recipes and donate in-
gredients while subscribers
donate money to targeted state
legislators.”

Also, SVSD has held several

Sister District Project
garners $100,000 in
political donations

fundraising auctions entitled
“Save Our Nation Vacation,”
where potential guests bid on
donated vacation homes dur-
ing a generous community meal
that includes musical interludes
featuring popular local bands.
In addition, SVSD hosted sev-
eral annual Fourth of July cro-
quet events with innovative and
politically-themed wickets.

With the most recent Soup
Subscription cycle for win-
ter 2023, SVSD reached the
$100,000 milestone after five
years of fundraisers. Described
as “small but mighty,” SVSD
has the fewest members of any
Sister District chapter in the
nation, but is in the top 10 for
fundraising,

As group co-founder Peg
Alden notes, “This is a testa-
ment to how many small ac-
tions can have huge results.”
And co-founder Diane Shamas
adds, “Not only are we honor-
ing our beliefs, but having fun
and building community at the
same time.”

From this fundraising mile-
stone, SVSD says it is now
looking energetically ahead to
making a difference in the 2024
election.

Collins’s book or what Bruce did
in real life.

Collins would then press a
reader about what would effec-
tively protest and compel change.

“What would you do?” he
would ask. “What bold act will
it take?”

Collins has launched a New
England-wide book tour and will
appear Thursday, May 11 at 6:30
p.m., at 118 Elliot to read from
and discuss Altar to an Erupting
Sun. The event is co-sponsored by
Everyone’s Books, where the book
1s available. For more information,
visit chuckeollinswrites.com and
greenwriterspress.com.

Town plans special meeting on recycling

MARLBORO—The Marlboro
Selectboard will hold a special
meeting on recycling on Saturday,
May 13, at 2 p.m. at the Marlboro
Community Center.

Residents can also attend the
meeting via Zoom by going to
marlborovt.us/boards-minutes/
select-board, and following the
link. The agenda is also linked
there.

In a letter to Marlboro resi-
dents, the Selectboard said that it
“strongly supports recycling and
the decision the town has made
over the years to support a local

recycling depot (drop-off area)
currently located at the Highway
Department area on Route 9.”

However, the board said that
over the past few years “there
have been issues with recycling
being left on the ground when the
containers were full, the dump-
ing of ‘non-recycling’ trash, and
placing of recyclable materials
in the wrong container causing
‘contamination.’”

All of these issues, the board
said, “contribute to a workload
for the highway department that
takes time away from their main
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road maintenance duties, causes
general disbursement of mate-
rial due to winds, rain, and other
weather conditions, and can in-
crease costs for the town when the
containers are cross-contaminated
with recyclables.”

The board says it “continues
to review possible solutions and
would like to reach out to the

town’s residents to get your in-
put into solving these and other
issues.”

If there are any questions re-
garding how to attend the meet-
ing, email the Selectboard at
marlboroSelectboard@gmail.
com or call Selectboard Assistant
Nick Morgan at the Town Office
at 802-254-2181.

Twice Upon A Time
“A little something for everyone!”

10,000 sq. ft. of Antiques, Collectables,

Compete for

TWO EASY STEPS:

Want to Grow Your Business? :
20,0007 .

Hey Windham County
Business Owner...

L/,

~

1.Registration (Starts May 1st)
2.Come pitch your idea at one of the 2023 events

June 1st June 6th
Bar 580 Great Falls Chamber
Brattleboro Bellows Falls
4-515 pm 4:30pm
June 7th June 8th
[The White House New American Grill
Wilmington Londonderry
4:30 - 6:30pm 2-3:15pm

Register at: https://brattleborodevelopment.com/competition/
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PLEASE NOTE NEW

Here We Are - Gordon Hayward,
Garden Designer, Writer: Mon 8p,
Tues 3:15p, Wed 12p, Thurs 1:30p, Fri

Be Sure To Check Our Full Program Schedule @ brattleborotv.org
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HIGHLIGHTS

CHANNEL 1079

CHANNEL NUMBERS!

Landmark College Spring 2023
Commencement: Sat 10a (LIVE)

Vintage Clothing and Jewelry.
Consignment and Dealer Mall.

63 Main St. Brattleboro e 802.254.2261
www.twicetime.com
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It’s easy to reach

The Commons
readers!

Average print circulation

8,000

and a strong digital following,
equals weekly total reach of

20,000

32 towns
260 locations

in Windham County, and
neighboring counties in
NH and MA.

For the full list of the towns
we reach, email
ads@commonsnews.org,
or see our Media Kit at
COmMmMmonsnews.org.

9:30p, Sat 9a
The World Fusion Show - Ep # Brattleboro Selectboard Mtg.

151 - Opium Moon: Mon 5:30p, Tues 5/2/23: Mon 3p, Tues 8p, Wed 9:30a,
1:30p & 8p, Wed 5:30p, Thurs 2p, Sat | Thurs 3:30p, Sat 6p, Sun 6p

5p, Sun 9:30a
New England Center for Circus VT Nuclear Decommissioning

Arts - 2023 Circus Spectacular: Citizens Advisory Panel 5/8/23: Sat
Tues 8:30p, Thurs 4:30p, Fri 12p, Sat 8:30p, Sun 9a

8p, Sun 5:30p
Brattleboro Gallery Walk 2023: Guilford Selectboard Mtg. 5/8/23:
Thurs 4p, Fri 6:153a, Sat 6:30p, Sun Wed 6p, Thurs 8:30a, Fri 11:30a

6:30a & 7p

Around Town with Maria - Jamaica Selectboard Mtg. 5/8/23:
Celebrating the Life of Jonas Wed 8:30p, Thurs 6a, Fri 2p
Emmanuel Blanchet-Fricke: Mon
10a, Wed 3:30p, Thurs 9a, Fri 4p, Sat
2p, Sun 7:30p

Climate Emergency Book Series West River Education District

-Jon Erickson: Mon 1:15p, Tues Board Mtg. 5/8/23: Fri 6p, Sat 7:15a,
12p, Wed 9p, Thurs 2:30p, Fri 1:30p, Sun12p

Sun 1:45p
Community Forum - Snowstorm Townshend Selectboard Mtg.

and Power Company Response 5/9/23: Thurs 6p, Fri 8a, Sat 1p
4/1/23: Tues 4p, Wed 9a, Fri 3p,
Sun 4p

At BMAC - Artist Talk: Daniel Windham Southeast School
Callahan: Mon 12p, Wed 12:45p, District Board Mtg. 5/9/23: Thurs
Thurs 9:15p, Fri 6:45a, Sat 9:30p, 8:30p, Fri 5:30a, Sat 3:30p
Sun12:30p
Energy Week with George Harvey Windham Southeast Supervisory
& Tom Finnell: Mon 9a, Tues 5p, Union Board Mtg. 5/10/23: Fri

Thurs 11a, Sat 7p 8:30p, Sat 4:45a, Sun 2:30p

Newfane Selectboard Mtg. 5/1/23:
Mon 6:45p, Tues 7:45a, Wed 2:30p

Vermontitude - Weekly Episode:
Tue 11:30a & 6:30p, Wed 6a, Thu 1p,
Sat12p, Sun 5p

Brattleboro Planning Commission
Mtg. 5/1/23: Mon 8p, Tues 10a, Wed
1 h

!
District Board Mtg. 5/1/23: Mon
5:30p, Tues 6:30a, Wed 3:45p, Fri

pi
Weekly Service: Wed 2p, Sat 7:30a,
SunTla

Calvary Chapel of
Valley - Weekly Service: Tue 9a, Sat
5:30p, Sun 10a

g.
Mon 4:45p, Wed 11:15a, Thurs 515p
Sat 7:45p, Sun 7:45p

Trinity Lutheran Church - Weekly

Newfane Planning Commission
Service: Wed 10a, Thurs 7a, Sun 3p

Mtg. 4/27/23: Mon 10a, Tues 7:15p,
Wed 8:45a, Sun 8:15a

Guilford Community Church - Brattleboro Charter Revision
Weekly Service: Wed 6:30a, Fri 8p, Commission Mtg. 4/27/23: Mon

Sun 8a 10:30a, Tues 6p, Wed 7:30a, Sun 7a
St. Michael’s Catholic Church The David Pakman Show: Mon 8a,
Mass: Sat 4p (LIVE), Tue 6:45a & 2p, Tue 9a, Wed 5p, Fri 10:30a, Sun 5p
Thurs 8p

Note: Schedule subject to change.
View full schedule and watch online at
brattleboroTV.org

BCTV’'s Program Highlights are sponsored by The Commons. BCTV's
municipal meeting coverage helps Commeons reporters stay in touch.

Read about it in the Town & Village section at www.commonsnews.org.

Brattleboro Community Television — 257-0888
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School news

* Several students at St.
Michael’s School in Brattleboro
recently joined 100,000 stu-
dents in 21 countries around the
world taking the 2023 National
Latin Exam and carried off an
impressive list of prizes: Lily
Tainter earned a cum laude
(with honor) certificate. Dezrah
Bills received a magna cum laude
(with great honor) certificate.
Anthony Bills, Sean Froula,
Sam Buchanan, Hudson
Buckley, Carter Buckley,
and John-Paul Delabruere all
earned maxima cum laude (with
greatest honor) certificates and
silver medals. James Gardner
was awarded a summa cum laude
(with highest honor) certificate
and gold medal for his perfect
score on the exam.

Obituaries

* Rafael
“Ray” Howe
il Carbonell, 78,
of Brattleboro.
+ Died unexpect-

~ edly in his office
in Brattleboro

p ! on May 1, 2023.
Ray was with his wife as well as
co-workers who attempted to
assist. His death was immediate
and, thankfully, he did not suf-
fer. Ray was born in Brattleboro
on Jan. 16, 1945. He was the
first of two children of Lillian
Adelaide (Howe) Carbonell of
Northfield, Massachusetts and
Rafael Martinez Carbonell of
Aguadilla, Puerto Rico. Ray was
a hard-working Vermonter who
played football at Brattleboro
Union High School, where he
graduated in 1963. He then
graduated from Northeastern
University in 1968, and while
there joined the Nu Epsilon Zeta
fraternity where he made lifelong
friends and brothers he continued
to see regularly throughout his
life. He also obtained a Masters of
Business Administration degree
from Suffolk University in 1970
while working full-time. In 1969,
Ray married Patricia M. Mayor
from Miami, Florida. They had
two sons: Rafael “Rafe” Mayor
Carbonell, born in Boston in 1974,
and Sloane Mayor Carbonell,
born in Brattleboro in 1976. In
October 2015, Ray married Laura
Ellen Systo of Guilford, and they
shared many laughs, sunsets, and
nautical miles together. For years
they were accompanied by their
furry companion Lucky, whom
they took in from the streets of
Miami. Ray was an entrepre-
neur at heart and he excelled as a
businessman. He purchased and
worked a sawmill in Marlboro,
started a wood furniture-making
business in Guilford, founded and
ran the Guilford Home Center,

and added an appliance divi-
sion as well. After many years of
building relationships, he sold
the Home Center and in 1985
started Cocoplum Appliances in
Brattleboro. That location’s suc-
cess branched into two more loca-
tions: Keene, New Hampshire in
1990 and Essex Junction in 2000.
Ray was extremely proud of the
business and the many employees
who helped make it successful.
Ray loved travel and adventure.
After college, he and his good
friend Steve Drowne hitchhiked
completely around the world by
planes, trains, cars, buses, and
boats; they even peeled potatoes
in exchange for passage. They also
started a not-so-successful fishing
charter business. Ray continued to
travel the world throughout the
years with his family and friends
including places all over Europe,
Central and South America, the
Caribbean, and South Africa.
Ray’s mother Lillian introduced
him to boating and he became an
avid sailor and boater. Ray and
Laura docked their boat in down-
town Burlington, and enjoyed
hosting friends and taking trips
together from Lake Champlain to
New York City, Montreal, Canada,
and Miami, via the Intracoastal
Waterway, often accompanied
by their fearless deck paw Lucky.
Aside from his passion to be on
the water, Ray was also an avid
skier and wanna-be golfer. He
would meet up with a group of
fraternity brothers each year to
ski Vermont. Ray was preceded in
death his parents and his brother,
Roger Allen Carbonell. Ray is
survived byhis wife, Laura E.
Systo; son and family, Rafael M.
and Maria Sol Patanian Carbonell,
Sofia Carbonell, and Sebastian
Carbonell; son and wife, Sloane
and Marcy Carbonell; and nieces,
Jeanne Johnson, Angela Lebel,
and Carmel Olver. MEMORIAL
INFORMATION: Calling hours are
Thursday, May 11, from 5 to
7 p.m., at Atamaniuk Funeral
Home in Brattleboro. A burial ser-
vice will be held on Friday, May
12, at 11 a.m., at Meetinghouse
Hill Cemetery with a reception
to celebrate Ray’s life to follow
from 12:30 to 4 p.m. at Bella
Notte at the Brattleboro Country
Club. All gatherings are open
to anyone with a connection to
Ray and his family. Donations to
Brattleboro Union High School
Athletics at givebutter.com/
In-Memory-Of-Ray-Carbonell.

* Susan Marie Francis
“Sue” Limoges John, 80, for-
merly of Brattleboro. Died April
16, 2023. Born in Claremont,
New Hampshire on Aug. 12,
1942, she moved with her fam-
ily to Bennington and, later, to
Brattleboro, where Sue met her
future husband, Michael John. Sue
began her career as a third-grade
teacher, both affecting and in-
spiring children in the classroom.
She then refocused this attention
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to her own children, staying at
home full-time to raise her girls.
She and her husband later relo-
cated with the family to Pueblo,
Colorado to pursue a career in
broadcasting. Mike and Sue put
their hearts into a new radio sta-
tion achieving great success. Eight
years later the family moved to
Roseville, California, where Sue
returned once again to the class-
room working as a teacher aide.
Anyone who spent time with Sue
knew about her sense of humor
and her ability to make all feel wel-
comed in her presence. Her open
and generous spirit, along with
her dedication and commitment
to her family and friends were the
foundations on which she built her
life. Sue’s true gift was her ability
to find joy in the everyday. From
tending the garden, to connecting
with the next great read, or spend-
ing time with loved ones, Sue
lived every minute. She knew the
deep value of family and friend-
ship. Sue is survived by her three
daughters, Stephanie, Michelle,
and Cindy as well as her grand-
children Addie, Mike, Matt, and
Gabe. She was preceded in death
by her mother, Adeline, her father,
Emery, her sister, Elaine, and hus-
band Michael John. MEMORIAL
INFORMATION: A celebration of
life will be held on May 12 in
California.

* Adelaide Warner Minott
of Guilford died May 2, 2023 in
the comfort of her home. Service
arrangements are pending and a
complete obituary will be pub-
lished in an upcoming edition of
The Commons. Atamaniuk Funeral
Home of Brattleboro is in charge
of arrangements.

* Eleanor
T v 1
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i — o= . Petersen,88,
r\{@& 7 of Brattleboro.
. J=N Dicd of
=2 = & Alzheimer’s dis-
k‘i’ﬁ'ﬁ < ease on April 30,

e 2023 at Vernon

Green Nursing Home, where she
resided for the last two years. She
was born in Brattleboro on July
21,1934, to A. Lawrence Tyler
and Doris Ware Tyler. In 2017,
Eleanor was predeceased by her
beloved husband of 63 years,
Stuart. She leaves two children,
Steven Petersen of Guilford and
Sheryl Petersen Sprague (Mark)
of Putney. She leaves grandchil-
dren Kristen Petersen Weaver
(Ryan Arms), Heather Petersen
Bacon, and Amy Sprague, all of
Vermont, Evan Petersen (Reina)
of Nevada, and Jennifer Sprague
of Connecticut, as well as Andy
Bacon of Vermont. She also leaves
five adored great-grandchildren:
Emily and Trevor Bacon, Elijah
Stuart Larson, Teddy Looman,
and Maddy Sprague. Eleanor
loved her family dearly and took
great joy in spending time with
them. She enjoyed hosting holi-
day dinners at her house and
spoiling the grandchildren and

Milestones are published as community news at no cost to families, thanks to financial support of our members
and advertisers. Send them to news@commonsnews.org. 7hough we ask that content for this column be sent by
Friday at 5 p.m., we will do our best to include late obituaries. Please alert the newsroom at 802-246-6397 for
post-deadline urgent submissions. We will always do our best to accommodate contributors in their time of grief.
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PETS AVAILABLE
FOR ADOPTION

WINDHAM COUNTY 916 West River Rd, Brattleboro, VT
HUMANE SOCIETY 802-254-2232 « wchs4pets.org

ET;IIJ'_' ’,.?? Hi, my name is Hope! | am a sweet older gal looking

' ..« for my retirement home. | would do best in a home
as the only pet and without any small kids. | would
benefit from losing some weight to make me feel much
healthier. While | may get around a little slower | still
have some slow burst of energy. Please make my day
and meet with me.

Hey..psst..HEY! It's me, Coco! The sweetest, most bestest
kitty in the universe! | came all the way from NJ to find a new
home. I'm pretty nervous with all the changes around me but
if you give me some time I'm very gentle and lovey. | would
do best with out dogs in the home, although | may be able to
live with other cats. | need a quiet home where | can feel safe
and loved. Come in and make my dream come true..today!

Hi new friends, I'm Igor! Kind of a spooky name, | know! | was
originally found as a stray in NJ before arriving to WCHS on transport.
The staff in NJ describes me as curious and outgoing. Since | was
a stray not too much of my history is known so introductions to
other cats and dogs in my new home should be gradual to start.
| can be friendly with people on my terms but | prefer to lead the
interaction and will get sassy if bothered. | would do best with an

experienced cat owner who can read my body language and know when you leave me to
myself. | don't want to wait for my new home any longer, come meet me soon!

Ad graciously sponsored by:

GUILFORD SOUND

guilfordsound.com
802-254-4511
info@guilfordsound.com
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great-grandchildren with home-
baked treats. Eleanor graduated
from Brattleboro High School
in 1952. After graduation, she
worked at the Holstein Association
and American Optical. She and
Stuart married on May 8, 1954.
She was most proud to be a home-
maker for many years. In 1983,
she began working as a reception-
ist for Petersen Refrigeration, the
business she ran with her husband
and son, until a ruptured brain
aneurism forced her into retire-
ment at 58. Stuart and Eleanor
made many fond memories in
their 63 years together — from
snowmobiling and square danc-
ing with friends, to the times
they spent at their cherished
log cabin in Putney, to traveling
south in their RV to spend time
with family in Alabama. Her
great love of ice cream served
her until the end. She especially
enjoyed trips to Blueberry Haus.
MEMORIAL INFORMATION: There
will be no services at this time.
To sign an online guestbook with
messages of condolence, visit
atamaniuk.com. Donations in
Eleanor’s memory may be sent
to Vernon Green Activity Fund,
61 Greenway Drive, Vernon, VT
05354. In Eleanor’s honor, have an
ice cream cone (any flavor will do).

it e Alanna
Marie Reilly,
69, of Vernon.
=~ Died unexpect-

d edly on April
30, 2023 at her

o home. Alanna
A was born in
New Hyde Park, New York,
the daughter of Peter and Mary
(McGowan) Reilly. She was raised
in New Hyde Park, attending pa-
rochial school prior to moving to
Hinsdale, New Hampshire with
her family. She was a graduate of
Hinsdale High School, Class of
1972. She went on to attend Keene
State College where she earned
her Bachelor’s degree in Human
Resources. Alanna had been em-
ployed as office manager for Avada
Hearing Center in Brattleboro,
which she retired from in 2016.
Soon after retiring, she dedi-
cated her time in caring for her
elderly mother until her death.
Previously, she worked in the
business office at the Brattleboro
Retreat and, prior to this posi-
tion, had worked at the former
Linden Lodge Nursing Home.
Alanna was a communicant of
St. Michael’s Roman Catholic
Church in Brattleboro. She was
an avid reader and especially en-
joyed the mystery novels by lo-
cal author Archer Mayor. Of her
other interests, she enjoyed play-
ing scrabble, trips to the coast of
Maine, nature, and she loved her
cats. She was a devoted fan of
the New York Yankees and New
England Patriots. On October 31,
2000, in Brattleboro, she was mar-
ried to Sharon Momaney, who sur-
vives. Alanna leaves two brothers,
Michael Reilly of Brattleboro and
Douglas Reilly of Chesterfield,
New Hampshire; stepchildren
Carrie Boyd of Vernon and
Timothy Boyd of Hinsdale; a
special aunt, Margaret Ahrens
of Maryland; and many nieces,
nephews, and several cousins. She
was predeceased by her parents; a
sister, Susan Cunningham; and a
brother, Kevin Reilly,. MEMORIAL
INFORMATION: A celebration
of Alanna’s life will be held at
her home on 257 Newton Rd.
in Vernon, on Saturday, June 3,
from 1:30 to 4 p.m. Please bring
a chair and your favorite dish to
share with family. Donations to
the Windham County Humane
Society, PO. Box 397, Brattleboro,
VT 05302. To send condolences to
the family, visit atamaniuk.com.

* Joseph Paul “Joe”
Thompson, 63, of Brattleboro.
Died April 29, 2023, with his
family present, following an

eight-month battle with pan-
creatic cancer. Joe was born in
Whitinsville, Massachusetts on
Aug. 31, 1959. He and his twin sis-
ter, Joann, were adopted by Russell
and Mildred (Cate) Thompson of
Gill, Massachusetts. Joe graduated
from Turners Falls (Mass.) High
School with the Class of 1977.
His first job was at Western Auto
in Greenfield, Massachusetts,
but he also purchased his first
lawn mower and started per-
fecting his mowing techniques
at that time. He was a volun-
teer firefighter for the Gill Fire
Department while in high school.
He started his career in EMS in
1979 by taking an EMT course
at Greenfield Community College,
where he met his future wife,
Joan Martin. Joe and Joan mar-
ried April 18, 1980 in St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Turners Falls.
Although the marriage ended in
divorce, Joe and Joan maintained
a dedicated friendship. He joined
the Londonderry Rescue Squad as
an active volunteer until moving
to Brattleboro in 1982 and join-
ing Rescue Inc. His involvement
at Rescue brought him up through
the ranks in several key capacities
over 42 years, including captain,
lieutenant/shift officer, as well
as a driver training officer help-
ing to orient new members. At
the time of his death, he was in
charge of building maintenance
at Rescue’s Canal Street headquar-
ters, the Division 2 station in West
Townshend, and Vermont EMS
Academy (VEMSA) in Newfane.
No matter the job, he always took
great pride in doing his best, never
ajob half done. In May 2022, Joe
was the recipient of the Star of
Life Award presented to him in
Washington, D.C., for his dedica-
tion and service within the field of
EMS. On May 2, 2023, three days
after his death, he was awarded
the Servpro EMS Appreciation
2023 Award in recognition for
his “enduring commitment to ex-
ceptional service and unparalleled
dedication to the communities” in
which he served. This award came
with the opportunity to “Paint the
Plate” at Fenway Park on May 4,
2023. Joe would have liked noth-
ing better than to have been able to
be there at Fenway. He has always
been an avid Red Sox fan. He was
sole proprietor of his business,
Thompson Maintenance, working
from sunrise until sunset mowing
lawns to his exact specifications,
and plowing snow in the winter.
His skills at these endeavors were
cause for him to be much sought
after. Joe was, also, a volunteer
with the Living Memorial Park
Winter Sports Program where he
served on the ski patrol. Joe loved
the great outdoors as a hunter and
a fisherman, and vacations at York
Beach, Maine. He always would
rather be outside than inside, no
matter the weather. Joe especially
cherished the time spent with his
grandchildren, his best buddy
being his grandson Grayson.
They enjoyed many adventures
together. He has been able for
the past four months to really get
to know his granddaughters who
moved from Texas to be with him.
Joe is survived by his life partner,
Joan Martin; two children, Gregg
Thompson (Jenn) of Brattleboro
and Kate Boudreau (Ian) of
Williamsville; grandchildren,
Devin and Aliviana Thompson
and Grayson Boudreau; his
mother, Mildred Thompson of
Gill; sister Joann Gochinski of
Deerfield, Massachusetts, and
many aunts, uncles, nieces, neph-
ews and cousins. He was pre-
deceased by his father, Russell
Thompson and sister, Bonnie
Wall. MEMORIAL INFORMATION:
Friends are invited to call at the
Atamaniuk Funeral Home on
June 4, from 2 to 4 p.m. A cel-
ebration of Joe’s life will be held
on June 5, from 4 to 6 p.m., at

Just plain old

Working from home?
Teleconferencing? -

computer hell?¢

For 22 years, I've provided all kinds of
tech support to many households

& businesses in the Brattlehoro area,
Work done on-site, remotely

or with safe drop-offs,

the B.PO. Elks Lodge on Putney
Road. Donations to Rescue Inc.,
P.O. Box 593, Brattleboro, VT
05302; or the Joseph P Thompson
Memorial Scholarship Fund at
Rescue Inc. To send condolences,
visit atamaniuk.com.

* Frances
Ziel, 59, for-
merly of
Brattleboro.
Died April 11,
2023 at her
home in Tenakee

WSS Springs, Alaska,
surrounded by her family, af-
ter a courageous 14-year battle
with cancer. Frances grew up
the youngest of three daughters
of Francis “Buddy” and Marion
(Anderson) Speno in Brattleboro,
on the same street as most of her
10 first cousins with the rest of
her Italian family a short distance
away. Perhaps this, or Frances’
equally-strong connection to
her mother’s Swedish-heritage,
forged Frances’ lifelong devo-
tion to family near and far. After
graduating from Brattleboro
Union High School in 1981,
Frances attended Keene Beauty
Academy and became a hair-
dresser, first in Brattleboro, then
San Francisco, and finally in
Seattle. In 2000, Frances moved
to Tenakee Springs, where she ran
The Bakery, and soon began vol-
unteering for the Tenakee school.
Frances was elected to Chatham
School District’s Regional School
Board in 2016, when she threw
herself into solving Tenakee’s
enrollment challenges by creat-
ing the Tenakee Independent
Learning Center (ILC), a pub-
lic homeschool co-op that she
helped grow into a statewide dis-
tance program. Frances’ legacy
to Tenakee and hundreds of ru-
ral students across the Chatham
school district lives on. Frances
loved and was deeply commit-
ted to her family, her faith, her
community, and to her husband
Rudy, the love of her life. The
house they rebuilt together was
the hub for Sunday dinners, fam-
ily reunions and community cel-
ebrations big and small; Frances
had a knack for making ordinary
events into magical celebrations,
and an incredible ability to bring
community together. As Meryl
Connelly-Chew said, “her belief
that celebrations were special and
important made us feel special and
important.” Frances is survived
by her husband Rudy Ziel; her
sisters Lisa Speno (Tuck Harry)
and Linnea Lospenosochatel,
her aunts Marie Corbeil and
Fannie Speno; her stepmother
Gail Speno, and numerous cous-
ins in the U.S. and Sweden. She
was predeceased by both of her
parents. MEMORIAL INFORMA-
TION: A funeral will be held in
Brattleboro on May 13,at 11 a.m.,
at Trinity Lutheran Church at 11
a.m. with burial in St. Michael’s
Cemetery. There will also be a
celebration of her life in Tenakee
Springs in the fall. Donations her
grandparents’ scholarship fund,
the William and Emily Speno
Memorial Scholarship Fund, in
care of the WSESU District of-
fice, 53 Green St., Brattleboro,
VT 05301. To offer condolences,
visit atamaniuk.com.

Services

?’/ §¢ ¢ An alco-
T hol-free cele-
' ’ . bration of life
for Stephen

" Roy “Harley

, Charley ”

ﬁ .| Banis will be
1 held rain or shine
on May 20, from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m., at the Guilford Fairgrounds.
Come with your motorcycle, hot
rod, or classic car or truck to join
with friends and family in cele-
brating Charley’s life. Bring a dish
if you wish or enjoy burgers and
hot dogs from Biker Bob’s Food
Truck. Mr. Banis, 75, of Guilford
died at home on Jan. 24, 2023.
?' (o A\ ¢ The family

of Joan Lake
extends a warm

i T invitation to her
/ & many friends and
gl = communities for

5, | a celebration of
% Wz life service on
May 27, at 2 p.m., at Grafton
Trails & Outdoor Center (formerly
Grafton Ponds). A community
gathering will follow the service
at the same location. Everybody
is invited to remain and to share
their personal memories of Joan.
Interment will be private, at a time
of the family’s choosing. Mrs.
Lake, 92, of Grafton, died peace-
fully at home on Oct. 6, 2022.
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B Family leav bill

“With the Senate, we don’t
agree on the funding source,”
Krowinski told VTDigger. “We
don’t agree on how it’s admin-
istered. We don’t agree on who’s
covered with it. And so at this
time, I think it’s best that we
continue to work on this over the
summer and fall and come back
to it in January.”

The bill would guarantee 12
weeks of paid family and medi-
cal leave for all Vermont workers,
including part-time and seasonal
ones.

Kornheiser told The Commons
in January that the bill “is making
sure that folks can take the time
they need to care for a loved one,
to care for a child, or to care for
themselves if they’re sick. It’s
for someone who needs to take
safe leave because of domestic
violence. It’s for someone who is
caring for someone or loves some-
one who’s deployed.”

The bill, H.66, has the support
of Vermont Businesses for Social
Responsibility (VBSR), Voices for
Vermont’s Children, Let’s Grow
Kids, and many other nonprof-
its, as well as most of the mem-
bers of the House. Main Street
Alliance and Vermont Businesses
for Social Responsibility are both
really key partners in the coalition
that supports this bill, as is AARP,
Kornheiser said.

It did not have the sup-
port the Vermont Chamber of
Commerce, which was concerned
with the potential cost to Vermont
businesses.

Gov. Phil Scott also weighed in.

“It’s important to know I sup-
port universal access to paid
family and medical leave,” the
governor said in a statement.
“That’s why my administration
put forward a voluntary program
that is now being implemented.
Today, however, the House of
Representative is considering a
bill that, instead of being vol-
untary, would impose a manda-
tory and regressive payroll tax on
Vermonters, costing an estimated
$117 million every year.

“The House also envisions
building and funding a new pro-
gram from scratch, requiring the
addition of over 60 new state em-
ployees. This will be no easy task,
as we are currently facing a work-
force shortage and presently have
over 800 open positions in state
government that we’re unable
to fill,” the governor continued.

Scott charged that with “record
state surpluses and high inflation,
it is counterintuitive to force a
new broad-base tax on already

RANDOLPH T. HOLHUT/THE COMMONS

State Rep. Emilie Kornheiser, D-Brattleboro, says she
is not giving up on her efforts to get a Paid Family Leave

bill through the Legislature.

overburdened Vermonters — es-
pecially when there is an alterna-
tive path to achieve our goal.”

Question of
priorities

If passed, the proposal would
cost about $120 million annually.
It would be paid for by imposing
a roughly 0.5% payroll tax to
be split between employers and
employees.

Kornheiser strongly disagrees
with the governor about the cost.

“For every business that I’ve
spoken to that’s run the num-
bers, this program actually saves
money,” she told The Commons
this week.

“You get 12 weeks of leave for
your employees for a cost of $125
a year per employee. It’s actually
an amazing opportunity, espe-
cially for small businesses that
don’t have the [human resources]
capacity to be running something
like this in-house.”

She said the bill was “not a pri-
ority” in the other chamber.

“They wanted to focus on child
care,” Kornheiser said.

In contrast, the House believed
that both measures could pass
in the same year, “and that that
would be a way of meeting the
needs of a really broad constitu-
ency,” she said.

For Kornheiser, providing a
child care bill along with a bill for
paid family leave would focus help
for people who provide caregiving
across the age spectrum.

“The third piece, for me, was
increased Medicaid reimburse-
ment rates,” she said. “So that
folks who are providing home
care and things like that are get-
ting paid more.”

Medicaid reimbursement is
currently in the budget. The child
care bill is still being discussed.

“In the final-final weeks of ne-
gotiations, we’re trying to figure
out the best financing package

FROM SECTION FRONT

and some details of the policy,”
Kornheiser said.

For her, those three bills to-
gether “felt like an opportunity
to say that given the demograph-
ics of the state, we can invest in
policies that prioritize care and
the value of how much we all
need that in our lives, and for the
economy to work.”

“But it’s a lot to get done in
one year,” Kornheiser conceded.

A busy summer
ahead

So what happened to paid fam-
ily leave?

“It’s become clear that while
all of the House Democrats and
Progressives heard a lot about
the need for family medical leave
on the campaign trail and in our
communities, the senators didn’t
seem to have heard from the
same folks throughout the year,”
Kornheiser said.

Senators don’t canvass their
constituents as much as House
members do, Kornheiser pointed
out.

“On the campaign trail, peo-
ple running for the House of-
ten knock on every door in their
district,” Kornheiser said. “And
that’s not possible for senators to
do. So we have members that tend
to be a little closer to the ground
in their communities. They have
much smaller constituencies to
work with.”

So the votes “aren’t there yet in
the Senate,” she said. “Senators
don’t know enough about the
program yet. The Senate commit-
tee just did its first walkthrough
of the bill last week.”

Once the Legislature adjourns
for the year, Kornheiser and her
supporters are planning an inten-
sive grassroots education effort.

She, Krowinski, many other
House members, and a few sena-
tors “are going to spend the sum-
mer and the fall turning out in
our communities, talking about
family medical leave, hearing
from folks about how their lives
probably need this program and
how their lives might be improved
from it, and talking to businesses
about that,” Kornheiser said.

“We’ll be building up the kind
of campaign that we need to make
sure everyone has all the stories of
people’s lives that they need to
get something done,” she added.

Patience will be Kornheiser’s
secret weapon.

She said that when she started
in the Legislature in 2019, she
sat next to Rep. Matt Hill,
D-Wolcott, in committee, who

DVEFiber signs
construction
contract with Sertex

Broadband

WILMINGTON—
Deerfield Valley
Communications Union
District (DVFiber) has signed
a construction contract with
Sertex Broadband Solutions
for the initial phase of con-
structing and installing a fi-
ber optic network in southern
Vermont. This marks a sig-
nificant step toward making
DVFiber’s community-owned
fiber network a reality, target-
ing the most underserved areas
at the outset.

“We are proud to partner
with DVFiber in expand-
ing digital infrastructure in
Southern Vermont,” Michael
Solitro, CEO and founder of
Sertex, said in a news release.
“Gigabit connectivity is life-
changing in rural areas, as it
opens new doors for remote
work, education, medical care,
and economic opportunity.”

DVFiber was established in
2020 to ensure that all on-grid
households and businesses
within the 24-member town
district have access to reliable,
high-speed Internet service.
With this in mind, DVFiber
has been working over the past

had been working on legislation
that would allow Vermonters a
right to repair their own vehicles
or equipment — a right that has
become increasingly fragile with
modern technology.

“I got really interested in this
idea and ended up co-sponsor-
ing with him,” Kornheiser said.
When Hill left the legislature in
2020, “T kept on sponsoring the
bill,” she said.

“And you know, this year —
five years later — it passed the
House Agriculture Committee
and came to the House floor, and
we passed it on the House floor.
And that’s just a tiny little con-
sumer rights bill.”

Kornheiser is disappointed but
determined.

“We’ve gotten a lot of good
work done this year, and, you
know, at this time of year,

Solutions

three years to secure funding
and establish partnerships with
companies like Sertex to help
it achieve its goals.

Sertex, founded in 1999,
has as its mission “to deploy
broadband infrastructures that
are reliable, affordable, and
built to last, focusing first in
unserved and underserved ar-
eas.” Broadband Communities
Magazine ranked Sertex as a
2022 Top 100 Fiber-to-the-
Home Leader.

Steven John, chair of
DVFiber, expressed eagerness
to see trucks and crews install-
ing its fiber network.

“This milestone represents
more than three years of work
by the DVFiber Board and its
dedicated volunteers,” said
John. He says hundreds of
families will be connected to
high-speed internet service.

DVFiber and Sertex are ex-
pected to start construction
later this month. For more in-
formation about DVFiber and
its mission to provide univer-
sal, affordable, reliable high-
speed Internet service, visit
DVFiber.net.

anything is still possible with a
week left,” she said. “But yeah,
I’m really disappointed.”

Of course, the biennium con-
tinues with the start of the next
session in January 2024 with un-
finished business remaining in
place for further deliberation.

But in the meantime, she be-
lieves Vermont needs a program
like this today.

“And the longer we wait to
pass it, more folks will leave
their jobs because they need to
care for a loved one,” Kornheiser
said. “Either they aren’t going to
be able to pay their bills or they
aren’t going to be taking care of
the people they need to be takimg
care of.”

The absence of a program like
this “puts people in a really im-
possible situation.”

In-Sight Photography Project

insightphotography.org

YOUTHP

Submit an image by May 26th
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25 images will be chosen by our jurors to
be displayed in our Tiny Gallery in June and
Brattleboro Museum and Arts Center’s East
Gallery December 20th, 2023 through
January 14th, 2024.

Every arfist will receive a gift for submitting
and be featured in our online gallery.

Three artists will receive honors and prizes:
including a Canon DSLR camera, Polaroid
Now+ i-type Instant Camera, and Polaroid Go

Instant Camera.
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SUMMER CLASSES!
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Artist Residency
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All equipment provided
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Grace Cottage Nurses
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Happy Nurses’ Week
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Parks Place diaper
drive now underway

BELLOWS FALLS — Now
through Wednesday, May 31,
Parks Place, Edward Jones, and
Chroma are conducting their an-
nual diaper drive.

The Parks Place “Time for a
Change” Diaper Bank was es-
tablished in 2016 to support lo-
cal families. Diapers cannot be
obtained with food stamps, and
no state or federal child safety-net
program allocates dollars specifi-
cally for the purchase of diapers.
Buying diapers at a local conve-
nience store rather than at a large
retailer can double or triple the
monthly cost for diapers.

“Many parents are already
struggling to pay for rent and food
and simply cannot afford the high
cost of an adequate supply of dia-
pers for their children,” said or-
ganizers in a news release. “Parks
Place offers diapers of all sizes, no
questions asked.”

Drop-off locations in-
clude: Parks Place, Edward
Jones, Sonnax, Cota & Cota,
Rockingham Free Public Library,

Faith’s Toyota/Ford, and all lo-
cal elementary schools. They are
accepting diapers, wipes, and
monetary donations. The Diaper
Bank is specifically in need of
sizes 5 and 6 diapers, as well as
all pull-up sizes. For more infor-
mation, visit parksplacevermont.
com.

Brattleboro Area
Hospice launches
Treasured Goods
online auction

BRATTLEBORO — Starting
on Friday, May 12, Brattleboro
Area Hospice will once again host
the Treasured Goods Auction.
Bidding opens online for ten
days, culminating in a live event
on Monday, May 22, at Flying Pig
Auctions in Westmoreland, New
Hampshire. This event is open to
any and all. To register to bid, go
to bit.ly/714-auction.

Auction offerings range from
paintings and antiques to an
Emerald Isle, North Carolina,
getaway. There’s something for
everyone, and purchases support

AROUND THE TOWNS

the critical services of Brattleboro
Area Hospice, which provides
a broad range of free services
for living and dying well, focus-
ing on end-of-life, bereavement,
and advance care planning. To
learn more or contact staff, call
802-257-0775 or visitbrattlebo-
rohospice.org.

Manitou healing
walks resume

WILLIAMSVILLE — The
Manitou Project will hold its
first Healing Walk of the sea-
son on Friday, May 12, from 4
to 5:30 p.m. The walk will be
led by Fred Taylor and will in-
clude poems or other readings
and chances to share about the
experience. Healing walks will be
held, rain or shine, every second
and fourth Friday of each month
until October.

The Manitou Project seeks to
foster community with Nature
on its 235-acre land preserve
in Williamsville, located at 300
Sunset Lake Road. Directions:
20 1.4 miles up Sunset Lake Road
from Williamsville Village, note

Certificate of Deposit

SPECIAL
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the sign on right. Or approxi-
mately 5.6 miles over the top of
Sunset Lake Road from Route 9.
Meet at the parking lot at 4 p.m.
For more information, contact
Taylor at 802-254-2675.

Broad Brook Grange
offers Mother’s

Day brunch

GUILFORD — Broad Brook
Grange will present its 23rd an-
nual Mother’s Day Brunch on
Sunday, May 14, from 7 a.m.
to 1 p.m., at the Broad Brook
Community Center.

This occasion marks the re-
turn of the Grange brunches af-
ter a four-year absence due to
COVID-19 and building renova-
tion. The Community Center is
now fully ADA-compliant, with
handicapped parking spaces and
ramp access to the dining room,
with accessible restrooms.

The all-you-can-eat brunch
features eggs and omelettes —
many of the eggs from Guilford
— any style, made to order. Also
on the menu are pancakes, French
toast, sausage, bacon, and home
fries, with local maple syrup.
Other treats include home-baked
coffee cakes and other baked
goods, fresh fruit salad, and bread
for toasting. A selection of juices
will be available, along with cof-
fee, teas, and milk.

No reservations are necessary
for the meal, which is priced at
$15 for adults; $12 for seniors,
and $5 for ages 2-12. Admission
is free for kids under two. Cash
or check welcome. Broad Brook
Community Center is at 3940
Guilford Center Road, 4 miles
west of the Guilford Country
Store. For more information, call
802-257-1961.

Unity

Heat Pumps

Home Heating ~ Cooling
Magic!
Zero emission
electric furnaces.

Serving VT, NH, MA

Putney Library
hosts Community
Sing Alongs

PUTNEY — Join us for a
series of outdoor Community
Singalongs at the Putney Public
Library, 55 Main Street, from 7
to 8 p.m., on Thrusdays: May
18, June 15, July 20, and Aug. 17.
These events are free and open to
the public.

These community sings will
feature printed songbooks in-
cluding many traditions: folk,
golden oldies, gospel, Beatles,
old pop and rock and show tunes.
Participants will take turns choos-
ing what to sing; binders with
lyrics will be provided. Putney
resident Rich Grumbine will lead
the singing and provide guitar
accompaniment.

The sing alongs will occur out-
side behind the library. Singers
should dress for outdoors and
bring insect repellant as needed.
For more information, contact
Grumbine at richgrumbinel@
gmail.com.

Spring reading series
continues at Southern
Vermont Natural
History Museum

MARLBORO — Join the
Southern Vermont Natural
History Museum on Saturday,
May 20, at 4 p.m. for a discus-
sion of Jennifer Ackerman’s book
The Genius of Birds. Led by Mary
Wright, the group will discuss this
2017 bestselling nonfiction book
that celebrates a ton of revolu-
tionary new research into “these
feisty and intelligent beings,” ac-
cording to a news release.

Want to read the book first?
Whitingham Free Library, Dover
Free Library and, when reno-
vations are finished, the Pettee
Memorial Library are all car-
rying copies. Contact the mu-
seum for more information at

vermontmuseum.org or follow
the event page on Facebook at
facebook.com/vermontmuseum.
This event is free to the public,
but donations to the Museum’s
educational programming are al-
ways appreciated. Refreshments
will be served.

This is the second of a three-
part Spring Reading Series. The
third and final book for the Spring
Series is The Selected Poems of
Wendell Berry.

Hogback Mountain
Conservation
Association hosts
birding walk

MARLBORO — The
Hogback Mountain Conservation
Association invites you to join
naturalist Cherrie Corey for a
morning walk to meet the sea-
son’s songbird wave and other
harbingers of spring on Sunday,
May 21, at 7:30 a.m. This walk is
in the spirit of Marlboro College
biologist Bob Engel, an inspira-
tional teacher to so many, who
shared his passion for native birds
and his understanding of the en-
vironments that sustained them.

On this two-hour ramble, hik-
ers will encounter a variety of re-
turning and migrating warblers,
ovenbird, hermit thrush, winter
wren, rose-breasted grosbeak, ra-
ven, and more. Woodland wild-
flowers will be in their glory, too,
and vernal pools will be teeming
with life.

Hikers will stop at the bird
banding station to see how the
day’s tally is coming and watch
Eric Slayton and his team in
action.

Meet at the Tower Trail trail-
head kiosk, behind the Vermont
Distillers building. Plenty of
parking can be found across
Route 9 in the large parking
lot. Registration is required
and limited to 20; email hmca@
hogbackvt.org.

(Of course you do! You're from Windham County!)

Got something on your mind? Send contribu-
tions to our Letters from Readers section (500

GOTAN OPINION?

words or fewer strongly recommended) to
voices@commonsnews.org; the deadline is
& Friday to be considered for next week’s paper.
When spaceis anissue, we give priority to words
that have not yet appeared elsewhere.

413-344-7031
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Honor the Mother in your life with a sweet treat!
Now accepting bakery pre-orders until May 11!

436 Western Ave., Brattleboro, Vermont
(802) 257-9254 « Open 8am-6pm Daily
www.vermontcountrydeli.com

873 Putney Road,
BrattleboroVT
802-257-5191
www.burtoncarwash.com

491 Coolidge Hwy, Guilford, VT « 413-834-8587
beautybeneathelectrolysis.com

Vermont’s Largest Farm Stand
Garden Center & Nursery
Fresh pies and award winning cider donuts made daily!

We are OPEN!

Visit us: Exit 5 off 1-91
Route 5 South, Westminster, Ve
802-722-3395 - aIIenbrothersfaﬂns com

9:30-5:30 Mon.-Sat.; 11-5 Sun.

RS |

ey 25 ELLIOT STREET
BRATTLEBORO, VT
802.254.8160
ORDER BOOKS ONLINE OR BY EMAIL
WWW.EVERYONESBKS.COM

INFOREVERYONESBKS.COM

’y

W aweek Mon-Sat6 a.m.-8 p.m.-Sun7a.m.-8 p.m.
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COLUMN | Deeper Dive

A mysterious
and otherworldly
exXCUTSION 11L0
the past, present,
and future of

dan

BRIDGET Brattleboro School of

Brattleboro
T THE Brattleboro School ,
of Dance (BSD), we’ve dSTI3U1]-rI;LE1I;s[;; 2he
been in full swing, work- uraasy @y e e (4
T T | ) ance presents ‘Moons,
of our upcoming production, sisted in the writing of this
“Moons, Mirrors and Mirages.” flﬂ’llllg’g’og HI;I(‘)’IZIISJ’%’}’?"”' M . d M . b
This show takes the audience on ! it vl
a mysterious and otherworldly ex- Dive column grves artists, ITTOIS an lrages
cursion into the past, present, and artsp or‘g;;z[mzl(lzytwns, ‘m‘i other
future of dance at BSD. SIS G0 T D
We wander off the beaten path, write in first person and|or at NEYT May 1 9 _2 1
guided by the light of the moon, be unabashedly opinionated,
and revel in what our reflections passionate, and analyti-
reveal. The moon shines light into cal about their own creative
darkness, always there to remind work and events.

us of its cycles. The mirror shows
us who we are, what is behind us,
and what is reflected in our hopes and dreams. Mirages are there
for us to understand our wants and desires in times of scarcity and
hardship ’ © Titike Plotes

This show will feature dancers spanning many generations, MIKE PLOTCZYK
from age 6 up through 70-something. It features the work of Brattleboro School of Dance’s upcoming production of “Moons, Mirrors and Mirages” takes the

B SEE DANCE PRODUCTION, B4 audience through off the beaten path in an exploration of the past, present, and future of dance.

COLUMN | Deeper Dive

A collaborative JOURNEY

Vermont Jazz Center & =

hosts jazz pianists Bill
Charlap and Renee
Rosnes for a live
concert on May 13

Brattleboro EUGENE
IéE VERMONIT Jazz = = UMAN i direc-
ENTER welcomes . |
Renee Rosnes and Bill : “ ?ngéﬁeyzzerfwfll‘ﬁ
Charlap, who will per- N\ Commons’ Deeper
form on two Steinway con- Dive column gives artists,

cert grand pianos at the VJC on
Saturday, May 13 at 7:30 p.m.

A married couple, Rosnes
and Charlap are considered
among the finest jazz pianists of
their generation.

arts orgamizations, and other
nonprofits elbow room to
write in first person and|or
be unabashedly opinionated,
passionate, and analyti-

cal about their own creative

Charlap is an unparalleled work and events. ) !’
expert on the Great American
Songbook, and Rosnes is a five- v
time Juno Award-winning pi- i
anist/composer and artistic choice to marry at Dizzy’s Club |
director of the Oscar Peterson ~ Coca-Cola, a New York City
Jazz Festival. jazz club, displaying their com- &
Rosnes’ and Charlap’s devo- ~ mitment to jazz and each other A }
tion to the music and to each in one big statement. While ) ' COURTESY PHOTO
other is symbolized by their B SEE CHARLAP/ROSNES, B4 Bill Charlap and Renee Rosnes

Publication of this week’s Calendar is underwritten by BERKLEY & VELLER GREENWOOD COUNTRY REALTORS * www.berkleyveller.com

Buyer demand is still soaring! Rz . .

- e V. BB —%

i Get in touch today for tips on getting
Berkley & Veller your home ready for the market.

Greenwood Country
Realtors Let Us Help You Reach Your Real Estate Dreams!

Brattleboro: 802-254-6400 ¢ Dover: 802-464-8900 ¢ www.berkleyveller.com
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arts & community CALENDAR
" taunspay  MECUEUVEN  rnox B

FRIDAY cont. SATURDAY conr.

The written
word

BRATTLEBORO Chuck Collins:
"Altar to an Erupting Sun": Chuck
Collins reads from and discuss his
hot-off-the-press debut novel "Altar
to an Erupting Sun" (Green Writers
Press) and says: "The novel explores
the moral question of individual
responsibility for the climate crisis.
But it also casts a critical eye at the
role of the fossil fuel industry and its
leaders in putting us in this current
predicament.”

> 6:30 p.m. (doors open 6 p.m.)
Collins lives in Guilford, VT and is a
campaigner and storyteller who's
worked for decades on environmen-
tal and economic justice cam-
paigns. He's Dir. of the Program on
Inequality and the Common Good at
the Institute for Policy Studies and
co-edits Inequality.org. His books
include: "The Wealth Hoarders: How
Billionaires Pay Millions to Hide Tril-
lions" and bestseller "Born on Third
Base: A One Percenter Makes the
Case for Tackling Inequality, Bring-
ing Wealth Home, and Committing
to the Common Good."

> Free. Donations appreciated.

» One Eighteen Elliot, 118 Elliot St.
Information: 118elliot.com.

Kids and
families

GUILFORD Collection Selection:
Choose books to add to the Juve-
nile Collection: Children in grades
3-5areinvited to come to the Library
to help Cathi choose books to add to
the Juvenile Collection.

> 3p.m.

> Free.

> Guilford Free Library, 4024 Guil-
ford Center Rd. Information: 802-
257-4603; guilfordfreelibraryvt.
org.

Well-being

Reverse Any Disease By Eliminat-
ing These Major Foods (Zoom):
Thomas Gabarino: "Chronic
inflammation is arguably seen as the
source for most if not all the chronic
diseases we are faced with today.
There are several factors that con-
tribute to the rise in inflammatory
numbers, but for this workshop |
will focus on the foods that feed our

inflammatory conditions and maybe
afew good ones that lower them."

> 7p.m.

> Free.

» Zoom. Information: Zoom:
tinyurl.com/5cy29f58.

Community
meals

NEWFANE Newfane Senior Lunch:
Appetizer: Cucumber Cup fol-
lowed by Gelatin Salad, Chicken &
Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Stuffing,
Cranberry Sauce, Peas, Rolls, and
Brownie Sundae for dessert. Meal is
sponsored by Senior Solutions and
prepared and served by hard work-
ing volunteers from the church and
community.

> 12 noon.

> $3.50 suggested donation.

» Newfane Congregational
Church, 11 Church St. Information:
Questions? Call Winnie Dolan at
802-365-7870.

Ideas and
education

BRATTLEBORO Public speaking
skills practiced at BrattleMasters:
Speech titles this week are: "The Joy
of Giving Gifts and the Importance of
Reading the Fine Print" and "I Love
Teaching." Two Toastmasters will
evaluate the speeches, giving praise
where warranted and mentioning
opportunities for improvement. The
meeting always includes extempo-
raneous speaking exercises, and
reports from a grammarian and an
"ah" counter.

> 6 p.m.in Room 249. Current
members of BrattleMasters reside

in VT, NH, MA, and a virtual member
lives in Tennessee. Since 1924, Toast-
masters International has helped
people from diverse backgrounds
become more confident speakers,
communicators, leaders.

» The public is welcome at no
charge.

> Vermont Technical College, 41
Harmony Pl. Information: More
details on the non-profit organiza-
tion and the local club: brattleboro.
toastmastersclubs.org.

BRATTLEBORO Patty Cake:
Varie-TEASE: A Burlesque Show:
Patty Cake brings you on a journey
through a day in her life complete
with sensual escapades and
choose-your-own-adventure. Acts
were created with the thread of
"what inspires you most right now."
When related to Burlesque and art
of the Strip Tease, she's created a
diverse collection. Performances by
new and seasoned soloists/groups
include Serena Havok, Cordelia
Curvy, Barry Bubbles, Skins, Lulu,
Crimson Countess, Tony's Bologna,
and students of Patty's.

For ages 18 and over. All tips will be
collected and donated to the cause
the audience chooses: Out In The
Open, Women's Freedom Center, or
Planned Parenthood New England.
> Through Saturday, May 13.

» $15online or at door.

> SideStream Studio 74, Cotton
Mill Hill. Information: Tickets:

burlesque-show-1786.

BRATTLEBORO Sarasa Ensemble:
"Take Four!": With a tip of our hat
to Dave Brubeck's famous ground-
breaking hit, "Take Five," Sarasa
brings the lush sound of the cello
to the fore in music arranged and
written for four cellos. A wide range
of eras and styles from Josquin des
Prez to J.S. Bach to Beethoven to
Wagner to Faure and Brubeck (ar-
ranged by Eugene Friesen).

» 7 p.m. Program: Josquin Des
Prez Entre, je suis en grant pense;
Faure Pavane & Apres un Reve";
New Work by Berklee College
student (TBA); Beethoven Scena al
Ruscello from Pastoral Symphony,
arr. 4 cellos by Peter Lichtenthal
(1780-1853); Wagner Wedding
March from "Lohengrin"; J.S. Bach
Chorales; Dave Brubeck "Tritonis"
(arr. Friesen). Jake Charkey, Myron
Lutzke, Timothy Merton and Jen-
nifer Morsches, cellos.

> $20in advance, $25 at door.

> Brattleboro Music Center, 72
Blanche Moyse Way. Information:
802-257-4523; bmevt.org.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

BANDWAGON

SUMMER SERIES 2023

Join the party in Windham County!

4
[

9/19 Underground System
9/21 Crocodile River Music

o Live performances with

legendary artists from
Vermont and around the world!
FAMILY FRIENDLY! Kids' play
zone, & children under 12 get in
free!

May through October in fields,
farms & parks near you

Visit www.nextstagearts.org
for more info & full lineup

Performing arts

> 8p.m. both days (Sat. and Sun.).

ticketscandy.com/e/varie-tease-a-

Recreation

BRATTLEBORO Whetstone Woods
Bird Walk: Warblers, sparrows,
tanagers, buntings, woodpeckers,
and titmice. Join us for a morning
of birding through shrubby fields,
awooded stream, pine, hardwood,
mixed species woodland habitats.
We'll look for recent returning
migrants and local year-round birds.
Louisiana waterthrush, merlin,
blue-winged warbler have been
seen in this location in past years
(no guarantees this year, though)
and scarlet tanager, indigo bunting,
eastern wood pewee are regulars.

> 7-9a.m. Sponsored by Vermont
Land Trust.

> Free (donations welcome).

> Whetstone Woods. Information:
Location given after sign-in. Sign up:
vlt.org/events/whetstone-woods-
bird-walk/.

The written
word

BRATTLEBORO Author Jen Ellis
talks about her memoir: "Bernie's
Mitten Maker": Ellis' memoir is
araw/honest account of the joy/
stress/shock of sudden internet
fame. A captivating storyteller, she
explores many roads leading to the
Bernie Sanders mitten meme sensa-
tion following the 2021 presidential
inauguration. AVT teacher, mother,
crafter, Ellis weaves stories of her
life with humor/thoughtful insight;
shares her struggles with childhood
trauma, infertility, homophobia;
and shows us how crafting can build
community and generosity can
bring joy.

> 6:30 p.m. (doors open 6 p.m.).
Books available for purchase and
signing.

> Free. Donations appreciated.

> One Eighteen Elliot, 118 Elliot St.
Information: 118elliot.com.

Community
building

BELLOWS FALLS Fair Housing and
Your Rights: The Vermont Depart-
ment of Housing and Community
Development will be hosting an
information table staffed by friendly
well-informed persons ready to hear
what you have to say and share
related state resources. Learn more
about fair housing and your rights
to shape statewide housing policies
with your feedback and to connect
with a local nonprofit for housing
resources and help.

> 1:30-4p.m. Table will be set up
on the main floor.

> free.

» Rockingham Free Public Library,
65 Westminster St. Information: 802-
463-4270; rockinghamlibrary.org.

WILLIAMSVILLE Manitou Healing
Walk: Walk will be led by Fred Taylor
and include poems or other read-
ings and chances to share about the
experience.

> 4-5:30 p.m. Drive 1.4 miles up
Sunset Lake Rd. from Williamsville
Village, sign on right. Or approx. 5.6
miles over the top of Sunset Lake Rd.
from Rt. 9. Meet at the parking lot at
4 p.m. rain or shine. Healing walks
will be held every 2nd and 4th Friday
each month until October.

> Ffree.

> Manitou Project, 300 Sunset Lake
Rd. Information: Contact Fred for
more information: 802-254-2675.

Film and video

WILLIAMSVILLE Friday Night
Movies at the Williamsville Hall:
George Miller's "Three Thousand
Years of Longing": Description:
While attending a conference in Is-
tanbul, Dr. Alithea Binnie encounters
adjinn who offers her three wishes
in exchange for his freedom. This
presents two problems: she doubts
he's real, and second, because she's
a scholar of story and mythology,
she knows all the cautionary tales
of wishes gone wrong. The djinn
pleads his case telling her fantastical
stories of his past. Eventually, she's
beguiled and makes a wish that
surprises them both.

> 7:30 p.m. Refreshments served.

of Defiance & Strength": Led by
Dir. Jonathan Harvey, the group's
performances features Joseph
Haydn's Lord Nelson's Mass and
Marianne Martines's Dixit Dominus
with orchestra. "Concert Choir is
particularly excited since these will
be our first performances with a full
orchestra since January 2020 - over
3years ago," says Harvey. "The two
pieces in these concerts are full

of emotional hairpin turns, from
delight to dread/misery to euphoria.
We hope to really take audiences on
ajourne

> 5/13:7:30 p.m.; 5/14: 4 p.m. We
recommend purchasing tickets in
advance - we cannot guarantee
seats will be available at the door.

» Through Sunday, May 14.

> General: $20 In advance, $25 at
door; Youth: $10; Under age 13: Free.
» Marlboro College Persons Hall/
AUditorum, 2582 South Rd. Informa-
tion: More information/tickets:
tinyurl.com/mr2zd4uw.
BRATTLEBORO Renee Rosnes

and Bill Charlap - "Two Nested
Steinway Concert Grands: Duo
Piano Magic": Pianists Rosnes and
Charlap are married and devoted

to their individual paths in music.
Both are currently touring their most
recent releases: The Bill Charlap
Trio: Street of Dreams (Blue Note),
and Renee Rosnes: Kinds of Love
(Smoke Sessions). Rosnes also leads
the supergroup ARTEMIS, featuring
Ingrid Jensen, Nicole Glover, Alexa
Tarantino, Nicole Ueda, Allison
Miller.

> 7:30 p.m. The band's "In Real
Time" (Blue Note) was just released.
Rosnes also tours/records w/ bassist
Ron Carter's Foursight Quartet.
Charlap is also artistic director of
92NY's Jazz in July Festival. His trio
schedule takes him worldwide. Their
duo performances are rare and
celebrated.

> $20to $50 sliding scale.

> lermont Jazz Center, 72 Cotton
Mill Hill, #222. Information: Tickets:
vtjazz.org, ginger@vtjazz.org.

Recreation

MARLBORO Vernal Pool Explora-
tion: Join Kevin Tolan from VT
Center For Ecostudies for a morning
of exploring the wonderful, vibrant
world of vernal pools in springtime.
We'll hear about the importance

of these transient habitats, how to
identify creatures who depend on
them, what to do/not do around
them to ensure they continue to
function. There will be some off-trail
hiking but nothing too strenuous.
Co-sponsored by VT Land Trust, VT
Center for Ecostudies, and Hogback
Mountain Conservation Assn.

> 10a.m. Meet at the trailhead
kiosk behind the VT Distillers build-
ing on Route 9. There is plenty of
parking across the road in large
parking lot.

> Free.

> Vermont Distillers, 7755 VT-9.
Registration is required and limited
to 15. Register at vlt.org/events/
hogback-vernal-pool-walk/ or go
to vlt.org/events/hogback-vernal-
pool-walk/ and scroll through list
of events.

The written
word

BRATTLEBORO Celebrate National
Poetry Month: Readings/Discus-
sion with Arlene Distler, Alice B.
Fogel, Rebecca Kaiser Gibson:
Earlier this year, Arlene Distler's

first full-length book of poems was
published: "This Earth, This Body,"
comprising over 30 years of poetry.
Alice B. Fogel's latest of 6 poetry
collectionsis "Nothing But" - a series
of poems responding to Abstract
Expressionist art/its effect on our
consciousness. Rebecca Kaiser Gib-
son's poetry collections are "Girl as
Birch" (2022) and "OPINEL (2015)."
» 5-7p.m. Arlene Distler co-
founded the writers non-profit Write
Action with her partner, Marty Jezer,
in 2000.

> free.

> Mitchell-Giddings Fine Arts, 183
Main St. Information: 802-251-8290;
mitchellgiddingsfinearts.com.

Class: Gentle, stretching exercise
classis an all-levels group and can
be done sitting in a chair or stand-
ing. Stretch and strengthen your
body and well-being. Sacred Dance
Class: For beginners of all ages.

> 11-11:30 a.m.: Exercise Class;
11:30-12 noon: Dance Workshop.
Both offerings are led by Rev. Su-
zanne Andrews on Saturdays.

> Free.

> First United Methodist Church, 18
Town Crier Dr. Information: 802-254-
1234, pastorsue412@gmail.com.

Community
building

VERNON Coffee with Coffey (In-
Person 5/13 / Zoom 5/14): "Coffee
with Coffey" is a way for Sara to
share updates and hear from her
Guilford and Vernon constituents.
> InPerson: 10-11 a.m. on Satur-
day. Zoom: 3-4 p.m. on Sunday.

> Free.

» Vernon Free Library, 567 Gover-
nor Hunt Rd. Information: Zoom:
tinyurl.com/35nw7y92.

cuILrorp Neighborhood Roots
Food Colliective Annual Spring
Plant Swap: Celebrate spring with
us. We'll exchange our extra seeds,
plant starts, houseplants, and pe-
rennial divisions as we get ready for
the new gardening season. Join the
fun - even if you don't have plants
to share. Everyone leaves with
plants. Please be aware of potential
Jumping Worms in your soil and
take precautions to avoid spreading
them.

> 10a.m.

> Free.

» Guilford Fairgrounds,
Fairgrounds Rd. off Weather-

head Hollow Rd. Information:
neighborhoodroots.org/events.

BRATTLEBORO Open House at the
Central Fire Station: Discover what
it takes to become a firefighter and
learn about opportunities available
in our community. We're excited to
meet anyone interested in joining
our team and making a difference in
the lives of those we serve. Members
of the public are encouraged to
drop by and tour the facility. This
open house is part of Operation
Mayday, Vermont's first coordinated
statewide firefighter recruitment
campaign aimed at bringing new
firefighters into the Vermont Fire
Service.

> 9a.m.-1p.m.

> Free.

> Brattleboro Fire Department,
103 Elliot St. Information: 802-254-
4831; brattleborofire.org.

Performing arts

BRATTLEBORO New England Cen-
ter for Circus Arts Performance
Troupe presents CircusNEXT: the
Underforest: With displays of aeri-
als, trampoline, group acrobatics
and juggling, the troupe invites audi-
ences to the "Underforest," a dark
and magical wood where mythologi-
cal creatures creep out from ancient
tales into existence.

> Ip.m.

» $5to $20sliding scale; $50 Sup-
porter Ticket.

» New England Center for Circus
Arts (Trapezium), 10 Town Crier Dr.
Information: Tickets: circusschool.
org, necenterforcircusarts.

Farmers'
markets

PUTNEY Putney Farmers Market
- Opening Day Music provided by
Nate Paine and his Fiddle

» 11a.m.-3p.m.on Sundays.

» Putney Farmers Market, 17
Carol Brown Way. Information:
putneyfarmersmarket.org.

> Admission by donation toraise | """ E = TR L Dance
F 3 funds for Williamsville Hall. - ;
B I LT ilmotesaomess. | Kids and e o,
6/10 Gregorlu Uribe Information: More information: amiilies are welcome! No partner needed.

williamsvillehall@gmail.com, wil-
liamsvillehall.org.

SATURDAY

BRATTLEBORO Green Street
School Tulip Trot: This is the 11th
Tulip Trot 5K and 100-year anniver-
sary of Green Street School. Join
us for a 5K Run Walk and 1/2 Mile

» Class: 3-4 p.m., Milonga: 4-7 p.m.
» Class $10, Milonga $15, both $20.
> One Eighteen Elliot, 118 Elliot

St. Information: Brattleboro Tango
Facebook Page: facebook.com/

6/18 Sia Tolno & Afro Dead
6/24 LPT + The Human Rights
1/8 Subject:Matter

Sprout Sprint. 122170897820578,
1/13 DakhaBrakha > 10a.m,-12:30p.m. groups/ '
> Free, GUILFORD Brattleboro Bal Folk:

1/22 Klezperanto

1/29 Emperor Norton's Stationary Marching Band
8/5 Glen David Andrews Band
8/13 Celtic Music Minifest

8/18 Armo

8/24 Bread & Puppet

9/3 The Slambovian Circus of Dreams
9/9 Balla Kouyate & Mike Block
9/16 Orchestre Tout Puissant Marcel Duchamp

10/7 Soggy Po' Boys

10/14 Rev. Vince Anderson & His Love Choir
10/21 Burlington Taiko

TICKETS & SERIES PASSES AVAILABLE NOW!

Music

BRATTLEBORO Not Fade Away
Band performs Dead Zeppelin
and Grateful Dead mashups: Edgy
improvisations and soulful vocals
harmonies - bringing high energy
and danceable versions of NFAB's
favorite songs. Every song is played
with a hard rock edge and psyche-
delicimprovisational jams. Love is
real, Not Fade Away!

> 8p.m.

» $15inadvance, $20 at door.

> The Stone Church in Brattleboro,
210 Main St. Information: 802-579-
9960; stonechurchvt.com.

MARLBORO Brattleboro Concert
Choir Presents "POWER - Music

> Green Street School, 164 Green
St. Information: Register: tinyurl.
com/3nccj2k9.

Well-being

BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro Zen
Center - Meditation (In-Person

or wherever you may be): One
way to engage with the ecological
crisis - we chant briefly and then
sitin silence for a half hour. All are
welcome to join this peaceful action,
either in-person or from wherever
they might be.

> 1-1:35 p.m. on Saturdays.

> Ffree.

> Wells Fountain, south side Wind-
ham County District Courthouse,
Jct. Putney Rd. & Main St. (Rte

30). Information: alison.f.bundy@
gmail.com.

BRATTLEBORO Exercise Class |
Sacred Dance Workshop: Exercise

Fun, easy French dancing. No experi-
ence necessary. Dances taught by
Mary Wesley. If you've never done
anything like this but you're curious,
feel free to come sit along the side-
lines and check it out! Live music by
Eloise & Co.

> 6-9 p.m. Bring clean shoes to
protect new dance floor. Covid
Policy: N-95 Mask and proof of vax/
bivalent boosters required. Medical
exemptions for boosters only.

> $15t0$20.

» Broad Brook Community Center,
3940 Guilford Center Rd. Informa-
tion: More information: tinyurl,
com/dvv3m9rd and tinyurl.com/
dvv3m9rd.

B SEE SUNDAY, B6
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Receive
The Commons

*HOME!

...by mail - Your donation of
$100, can get you home delivery
of The Commons for one year.
Please indicate on tbe form
below before you mail it to us.

...by email - Include your
email address on the form below,
and we will sign you up for

FREE email delivery of
The Commons.

Read the news online at
COMMONSNEews.org

Name:

Commona
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The vermont
Commona Vim:z:-
YES! — | want to keep the momentum going!
[J $1,000 [0 S500 O $250 [0 S100 [J $25 [0 Other S

[ 1 would like my donation to include mail delivery of The Commons for one year (Donations of $100 or more).

Gift Method:[O Check [ Credit Card (circle one) Discover Visa AMEX MC

news.org

o obvioyspy

Keep the
momentum going!

aion— andcomi! Here at The Commons,
we’ve had an exciting start to 2023!

* We published our 700th issue on February 1.

* We brought you expanded coverage of the work our area
legislators are doing in Montpelier.

findings to the Selectbo "2 fOOD * The Media Mentoring Project has hosted 3 live programs,
at Feb. 7 meeting ¥ 3 SIST“GE .. 3 1 1
s ﬁ;ocﬂﬂm i 2 writing workshop groups, and brought journalists into
1o end March 31_ local schools.
* We produced a paper despite a snowstorm and power
| Common, outages. (Thank you, intrepid staff and volunteers!)
¢ =4 ~E OPINION & cauprns SEcT
'ar '/\")-‘ ‘-Q-p." ";;;‘;:’;:ﬂ;;:h:?q:: :;,;::‘.':::- ESsavs s‘-".‘ii;'""wlg .
e i cen e Giommonss g * Our talented writers won 5 awards from the New England
M s News paper and Press Association.
H What — J I
who or And there’s more to come! But we need your help to keep the
b d —1S3 .
Vermonters momentum going.

Our goal is to raise $25,000 by June 30 to help us expand
our capacity to bring you even more of the award-winning local
stories and commentary you look forward to each week.

Will you help by making a financial contribution today?

Any amount you can give will help our newsroom do what it does
best - produce journalism that’s worth your investment.

Thanks to your generous support, The Commons is a community
resource that people depend upon. Your continued support will

help us achieve more great things in the future.

CONGRATULATIONS to our New England

Newspaper and Press Association award winners!

1st Place — Mindy Haskins Rogers, Virginia

Ray

Investigative/Enterprise Reporting, “Legacy of abuse in Brattleboro area schools”

1st Place —Randolph Holhut, Fran Lynggaard Hansen, Jeff Pottexr

Spot News Story, Package: “Brattleboro breaks ties with Rescue”

2nd Place - Jeff Potter
- Editorial/Commentary Page, “Roe v. Wade”

2nd Place - Fran Lynggaard Hansen

General News Story, “The people are the place, and the place is the people’

3rd Place - Jeff Potter

Racial, Ethnic or Gender Issue Coverage, “A mural with meaning”

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT!

Questions?
Call 1-888-511-5150, or email

info@commonsnews.org

Your donation is tax deductible to

the extent allowed by law. Vermont

Independent Media is a 501(c)(3)

nonprofit, EIN 20-2140604.

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Kee

Phone: Email:
Card Number:

Exp. Date: CCV#:

Signature:

Or make a secure gift at commonsnews.networkforgood.com

[ Please list my gift as anonymous

Please make checks out to: Vermont Independent Media
and mail them to P.O. Box 1212, Brattleboro, VT 05302

@
Make a gift! + By phone: 1-888-511-5150
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B Charlap/Rosnes

performing with Rosnes on
Marian McPartland’s radio
program Priano Fazz, Charlap
claimed that “it’s perfectly ap-
ropos that we should be married
in a place that centers around
music, as our lives center
around music and each other.”

The living room of Rosnes
and Charlap’s New Jersey
home is taken up mostly by two
Steinway grand pianos. When
asked by McPartland if they
ever play together “for fun,”
Rosnes replied, “All the time —
that’s mostly what we do!”

She continued by saying that
the two of them “spend a lot
of time at the piano. It can be 2
in the morning or whenever we

NOW
PLAYING

at the

MOVIES

LATCHIS

" THEATRE
latchis.com | 802.246.1500

MAY 12 - 18

GUARDIANS OF THE
GALAXYV.3  rcn3
FRIDAY 4/5/7/18PM
SAT. 213/5/7/8PM
SUNDAY 2/3/5/7PM
MON.-WED. 4/5/7PM
4/7PM

THURSDAY

BOOK CLUB THE

NEXT CHAPTER rc-3
FRIDAY 4:15/7:10/9:15PM
SAT. 2:15/7:10/9:15 PM
SUNDAY 2:15/7:10 PM
MON.-THUR. 4:15/7:10 PM

SUPRE MARIO

BROS. PG
FRIDAY 4:10/6:40/8:40 PM

SAT.  2:10/6:40/8:40 PM
SUNDAY 2:10/6:40 PM
MON.-THUR.  4:10/6:40 PM

feel like it — we can sit down
and play.”

For those of us in the jazz
community, it is intriguing to
imagine the ephemeral sounds
emanating from their home as
they play alone or together in
the wee hours of the morning.

A review in M Music &
Musicians magazine states that
“Bill Charlap and Renee Rosnes
are not like most couples. By
the time they married in 2007,
each was already a world-re-
nowned jazz pianist with an
impressive discography and a
packed touring itinerary.”

In discussing their approach
to their duo presentations,
Charlap mused: “We don’t al-
ter our playing styles for each
other. We just listen and react.
The result is a new entity com-
prised of both our voices.”

“Certainly both of us have
distinct styles, but there is also a
lot of common ground that ex-
isted before we ever sat down to
play together,” Rosnes added.
“Being married, there is also
an intimate spirit that comes
through in the music.”

RosNEs AND CHARLAP are both
currently touring their most re-
cent releases: Charlap’s Street
of Dreams and Rosnes’ Kinds of
Love. Because they are so busy
with their own personal careers,
their duo performances are rare
and celebrated. Because this
concert will not be live streamed
or recorded and because it’s
nearly impossible to find their
work on streaming or social me-
dia sites, it is a must-see.

Their music is available on
CD or via music streaming ser-
vices via their 2010 collabora-
tive Blue Note album Double
Portrait. According to Rosnes’
website, “[t]he album is a spar-
Kkling set of four-hand piano du-
ets that traverses many of the
couple’s musical touchstones.”

The album is “a work of sig-
nificance and depth, but also
flows with the casual and or-
ganic quality of musicians with
an uncommon simpatico, in life
as well as in art,” the descrip-
tion continued.

Double Portrait is filled with
choice bossa novas and lesser-
known gems from the Great

4

player to play at small
parties, events, etc.
for fun!

Interested?
Call for info.
(802) 258-7056
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seeking a lead guitarist and a keyboard
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American Songbook. Rosnes
and Charlap will likely be per-
forming a similar set at the
Vermont Jazz Center. Their
deeply rooted repertoire is
filled with joyful surprises and
generously informed by the
two artists’ rich and diverse
experiences.

Charlap has performed with
many of the leading artists of
our time, including Phil Woods,
Tony Bennett, Gerry Mulligan,
Wynton Marsalis, Freddy Cole,
and Houston Person.

Born N New York City,
Charlap began playing the pi-
ano at age 3. His father was
Broadway composer Moose
Charlap, whose credits in-
clude Peter Pan. His mother
is Grammy-nominated vocal-
ist Sandy Stewart who appeared
on The Ed Sullivan Show and
The Tonight Show with Johnny
Carson. She also toured with
Benny Goodman and Perry
Como.

Charlap is a distant cousin of
piano legend Dick Hyman, with
whom his family is still very
close. In interviews, Charlap
shares colorful stories of grow-
ing up in a musical family amid
the company of some of the
finest Broadway composers, lyr-
icists, and actors of his parents’

FROM SECTION FRONT

generation. His music embod-
ies the intersection of jazz and
Broadway musicals.

He is strongly influenced by
the best of Broadway and Tin
Pan Alley, but when it’s his turn
to interpret this repertoire, he
digs in, asserting his own in-
terpretations and impeccable
sense of rhythm. His love for
and knowledge of the Great
American Songbook is conveyed
in the songs he chooses to per-
form and record.

He is celebrating his 19th
year as artistic director of
New York City’s Jazz in July
Festival at 92NY. He has also
produced concerts for Jazz at
Lincoln Center and New Jersey
Performing Arts Center.

THE CANADIAN-BORN Rosnes
relocated in 1986 from
Vancouver to New York, where
she was quickly recognized as a
major talent. She has recorded
and toured with the absolute
top-tier of jazz soloists, in-
cluding Joe Henderson, Wayne
Shorter, ].]. Johnson, Buster
Williams, James Moody, Jimmy
Heath, and Bobby Hutcherson.
From 2004 to 2009, Rosnes
was a member of the SFJAZZ
Collective and from 2008 to
2010 she was the radio host of
Fazz Profiles, an interview series

Therr deeply rooted repertoire
18 filled with joyful surprises
and generously informed

by the two artsts’ rich and
diverse experiences.

produced by the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation.

Rosnes has released more
than 19 albums as a leader and
performed on more than 300
recordings as a sideperson. As a
leader, she has performed with
string quartets and called on
the talents of other world-class
musicians like Dianne Reeves,
Wayne Shorter, Joe Henderson,
Jack DeJohnette, Zakir Hussain,
Christian McBride, Chris
Potter, Nicholas Payton, Steve
Nelson, and many others.

A formidable composer,
she was named The Society
of Composers, Authors and
Music Publishers of Canada’s
Composer of the Year in 2023.

Rosnes currently tours as a
bassist for Ron Carter’s Quartet
and is the music director for
Artemis, an all-star interna-
tional band.

This concert promises a rare
opportunity for viewers/listen-
ers to experience in real time

a collaborative journey of two
artists at the top of their game
as they explore a repertoire that
includes choice selections from
the Great American Songbook,
Brazilian gems, and harmoni-
cally rich original compositions.
Rosnes and Charlap will de-
light and amaze us with their
passionate delivery, exqui-
site technique, and telepathic
interplay.

Renee Rosnes and Bill Charlap
will perform at the Vermont
Jazz Center, 72 Cotton Mill Hill
#222, Brattleboro, on Saturday,
May 13 at 7:30 p.m.; no live
streams will be broadcast. Mask
wearing is optional, and light
refreshments will be available.
Tickets (sliding fee, $21 to $51)
are available at vtjazz.org. For
information, ticket purchase
support, and to arrange acces-
sibility accommodations, email
ginger@vtjazz.org.

BRATTLEBORO—F.
W. Murnau’s silent master-
piece Sunrise: A Song of Two
Humans (1927, 95 minutes) will
be shown at Epsilon Spires on
Friday, May 19, at 8 p.m. This
screening will feature live ac-
companiment on the historic
Estey organ performed by Jeff
Rapsis, a New England silent-
film accompanist.

Sunrise tells the story of a
farmer who becomes infatuated
with a mysterious woman from
the city and agrees to murder his
wife and sell his farm to start a

new life with her.

In this stylish, ambitious film
— Murnau’s first in America
— big-budget Hollywood and
German Expressionism merge
in a work of art featuring ex-
pansive sets and innovative cin-
ematography. “The camera
disorients audiences with shots
filmed upside-down and in re-
verse and plays with perspective
by using smaller furniture and
diminutive actors to manipulate
the depth of field,” according to
the news release.

A commercial failure at the

Murnauw’s silent film masterpiece ‘Sunrise: A
Song of Two Humans’ comes to Epsilon Spires

time, Sunrise went on to win
three Academy Awards (for Best
Actress, Cinematography, and
Unique and Artistic Picture). It
has since become widely consid-
ered one of the greatest films of
all time, with a spot on both the
American Film Institute’s (#82)
and British Film Institute’s
(#11) lists.

Rapsis is a writer, editor, edu-
cator, composer, and performer
who specializes in creating live
musical scores for silent film
screenings. He has accompanied
silent film programs in venues

throughout New England since
2007. His technique, organizers
say, is to create a set of original
music in advance for each film,
and then improvise a score based
on this material as the screening
takes place.

Tickets for this event are
on a sliding scale of $5 to $20.
Purchase at epsilonspires.org. $2
from every ticket goes directly
toward the historic preservation
of the venue. Refreshments will
be provided.

B Dance production

Holly Johnson, Patricia Wilson,
Rachel Hebert, Sonya Marx,
Nan Mann, Stuart Tsubota,
Tony Nagy, and me. Kathi
Keller will revive her beloved
piece, “Hornpipe.”

BSD HAs BROUGHT quality
spring and winter productions
to the region for well over 30
years. We’re back again at the
New England Youth Theatre
from Friday, May 19 through
Sunday, May 21, and we again
have created a series of dance
pieces, all with original chore-
ography by our staff, spanning
a broad spectrum of styles and
moods, from hip-hop to classi-
cal ballet, from children’s sto-
rytelling through movement to
expressive modern, and more.
We have always reached
for quality in all our endeav-
ors, beginning with a high level
of dance education and train-
ing. Training can begin at age
3 with Nan Mann, who is also
the director of the Brattleboro
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New - Used - Recreational -

2023

“ CANOE
& KAYAK

(ALSO SMALL SAILBOATS,
ROWING SHELLS & SUPS)

CONSIGNMENT
SALE & SWAP

Saturday, May 13th

Swap: 11:30 am to Noon

Sale: Noon to 2:00 pm
Location: “On The Waterfront”
464 Putney Rd., Brattleboro, VT

Whitewater - Touring - Tripping - Ocean - Etc.

BOC will keep 10% of the sale price to fund the summer paddling program.

Boats may be dropped off as follows:
Friday, May 12th -Noon to 2 & 5 to 7 pm
Saturday, May 13th - 8:00 to 11:30 am
...or by special arrangement. No Motors or Motorboats.

Unsold boats must be picked up Saturday, after the sale, until 3:00 pm

.. or by prior arrangement.

Unwanted boats and related gear may be donated to the BOC
to fund the summer paddling program (April through October)
which is FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

Schedule at BOC website above, click on SUMMER PADDLING.
For more information contact: (802) 254-3666 / Lmacyak@gmail.com
or email info@BrattleboroOutingClub.org

****All boats and gear are sold “as is”, except where manufacturer’s warranties are still valid****

Family - Kids - Fishing - Flatwater

Centre for Children. She brings
her knowledge of children’s
development into the Saturday
morning children’s classes.

From there, staff members
Rachel Hebert, Sonya Marx,
and I teach dance instruction in
pre-ballet and progressive levels
of ballet technique for every age
group, including adults.

What are our credentials and
teaching philosophies? I have
an MFA in dance and new me-
dia from New York University’s
Tisch School of the Arts. I have
committed myself to teaching
anatomically aware dancers who
go beyond their usual limits. We
build this into every BSD class.

Rachel has trained at Point
Park University, Pittsburgh
Ballet Theatre School, and
The Ailey School. She is dedi-
cated to excellence in her adult
classes. She will be attending a
dance residency in Amsterdam
in June.

Sonya holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in dance and English from
Kenyon College and trained
with the Manhattan Youth
Ballet. This season. she heads
up the young teens program of
moving from ballet slippers to
pointe shoes, an exciting time
for young ballet dancers which
requires careful oversight.

Another staff member,
Patricia Wilson, teaches a

version of modern dance tech-
nique called “Dunham,” after
its creator, Katherine Dunham.
Patricia is the co-director

of the Institute for Dunham
Technique Certification, work-
ing with dancers from around
the world.

BSDrs DANCE performances far
outshine the typical dance recit-
als that abound in communities
this time of year. Such a pro-
gram is often designed solely to
give eager parents a glimpse of
their child on stage, sequined
in catalogue costumes, showing
some of the steps learned and
practiced in class.

Our model of dance pro-
duction is a different animal
entirely.

We hold auditions for all
dancers who wish to be a part
of productions. We carefully
assign roles according to tech-
nique level and familiarity with
dance styles. We set original
choreography to music that
best expresses the message and
mood of the dance.

Rehearsals are then sched-
uled outside of class time so
that training is not disrupted.
The dancers must put in hours
per week for each piece they
are cast in, and choreographers
spend many hours in the cre-
ative process.

FROM SECTION FRONT

Costumes enhance the piece’s
tone, flavor, or message, often
through collaboration between
the choreographer and head
costume designer Kathleen
Keller, who founded BSD in
1976.

For an entire week prior to
opening night, dancers must
participate in rehearsals on
the stage, referred to as “tech
week,” where the spacing pat-
terns of moving bodies are me-
thodically set, lighting design
is created, and cues learned. A
final dress rehearsal, complete
with makeup and full costumes,
occurs the day before open-
ing night of BSD’s professional
level shows.

We are proud to produce the
art that eventually graces the
stage.

“Moons, Mirrors and Mirages”
opens at New England

Youth Theatre, 100 Flat St,
Brattleboro, on Friday, May

19, with a 6:30 p.m. showing-
and continues on Saturday, May
20, (1:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. )
and Sunday, May 21(1:30
p.m. ). For tickets(§17, §14

for children and seniors ), visit
brattleboroschoolofdance.com
(brattleboroschoolofdance.com).
Proceeds benefitour scholarship
Sfund.

Epsilon Spires, BMAC
present outdoor
screening of ‘Hilma’

BRATTLEBORO—Epsilon
Spires and the Brattleboro
Museum & Art Center (BMAC)
will present a screening of
Hilma by Swedish director Lasse
Hallstrém, on Saturday, May 21,
at 8 p.m. in Epsilon Spires’ out-
door cinema.

The film provides a nuanced
portrait of the revolutionary fe-
male artist Hilma af Klint, only
recently recognized as the earliest
pioneer of modern abstract art.

Thanks to a generous
grant from the Ben & Jerry’s
Foundation, sliding-scale or
pay-as-you-can tickets are avail-
able for those who self-identify as
experiencing financial hardship.

Hilma explores af Klint’s in-
novative artistic practice, her
deep commitment to theosophy
— a form of occultism popular
in Europe around the turn of the
century — and her homosexual
romantic life and close circle of
female artists.

Af Klint was born in 1862
in Sweden, where she lived and

worked until her death in 1944.
She lived through a period of
drastic social, political, and artis-
tic change across Europe. Hilma
delves into the complexities and
challenges of being an educated
and talented woman artist and
intellectual during this period in
which women’s independence,
professionalism, and rights were
highly contested.

Hallstrém first gained rec-
ognition for directing nearly
all the music videos of world-
renowned Swedish pop group
ABBA. Hallstrém has also di-
rected acclaimed independent
films, including What’s Eating
Gilbert Grape (1993), Chocolat
(2000), and Hachi: A Dog’s Tale
(2009).

He has been nominated for
several Academy Awards, in-
cluding best director and best
adapted screenplay for My Life
as a Dog (1988) as well as best di-
rector for The Cider House Rules
(2000), which was filmed in the
Brattleboro area.

“I’ve spent several years try-
ing to understand the mystery
of Hilma af Klint. This is a story
about an unwavering search for
the truth about humanity and
the universe, at a time when men
set all the rules,” Hallstrom has
said of the new film. “Despite so
many obstacles, Hilma created art
that influences our lives today. My
ambition is for the audience to ex-
perience these struggles with all
their senses.”

According to a recent New
York Times review of the film,
Hallstrém has achieved an emo-
tionally powerful image of af
Klint.

The upcoming screening offers
the opportunity for all art and film
lovers to experience af Klint’s re-
markable story in a comfortable
picnic-like setting. Restrooms and
refreshments will be available. In
the case of rain, this event will be
moved indoors.

Tickets are $12 and can be pur-
chased online at epsilonspires.org
or in person at Epsilon Spires.
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Big Woods Voices are, from left, Becky Graber, Alan Blood, Will Danforth, and Amanda Witman.

Big Woods Voices to perform at
Main Street Arts in Saxtons River

SAXTONS RIVER—Main
Street Arts (MSA) will host a
concert by Big Woods Voices on
Sunday, May 21, at 4 p.m., on
the historic MSA stage in Saxtons
River. Tickets are $20 and avail-
able either at the door or online
at mainstreetarts.org.

This concert celebrates the re-
lease of the new CD, Big Woods
Voices: Poetry in Harmony,

featuring Will Danforth’s musi-
cal arrangements of poems.

Big Woods Voices (BWV)
“revels in a cappella vocal har-
mony through arrangements
grown from American roots
genres, world folk styles, poets
old and new, and Danforth’s deep
creative well. From heart-stop-
ping to foot-stomping, prayer-
ful to fun-filled, dissonant to

dulcet, Big Woods Voices brings
the spirit of southern Vermont to
life through rich harmonies and
soulful interpretations,” states a
news release.

The voices (from high to low)
are Amanda Witman, cofounder
of the Brattleboro Pub Sing;
Becky Graber, director of the
Brattleboro Women’s Chorus;
Will Danforth, an award-winning,

multi-instrumental solo acoustic
artist; and Alan Blood, longtime
member of area groups such as
the Blanche Moyse Chorale, I
Cantori, Blue Moon, and House
Blend.

More information is available
at bigwoodsvoices.com, or contact
bigwoodsvoices@gmail.com. To
order digital and print CDs, visit
bigwoodsvoices.bandcamp.com.

Brattleboro Concert Choir presents ‘Music
of Defiance & Strength’ May 13—14

MARLBORO—The
Brattleboro Concert Choir pres-
ents “Power: Music of Defiance
and Strength” at Persons
Auditorium in Marlboro, on
Saturday and Sunday, May 13
and 14.

Led by Director Jonathan
Harvey, the group’s performances
will feature Joseph Haydn’s Lord
Nelson’s Mass and Marianne
Martines’s Dixit Dominus with
orchestra.

“The Concert Choir is par-
ticularly excited for these con-
certs, since they will be our first
performances with full orches-
tra since January 2020 — over
three years ago,” Harvey said in
a news release. “The two pieces
in these concerts are full of emo-
tional hairpin turns, from delight
to dread and misery to euphoria.
We hope to really take audiences
on a journey.”

Harvey added that the two

composers on this program “are
roughly contemporaries, but
while Haydn has enjoyed con-
tinuous performances since he
was alive, Martines’s music has
been long neglected. While she
was alive, Martines moved in no-
ble circles and would play piano
duets with Mozart for Empress
Maria Theresa in Vienna. She
was recognized during her life as
an exceptional musician, but as
the musical canon is constructed

and reconstructed, women mu-
sicians are so often written right
out of history.”

Concerts at Persons
Auditorium in Marlboro are set
for Saturday, May 13, at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday, May 14, at 4 p.m.
Tickets are $20 in advance, $25
at the door, with youth admission
$10 and under 13 free. For tick-
ets or more information, contact
the BMC at 802-257-4523, info@
bmecvt.org or visit bmcvt.org.

NECCA’s Youth Performance Troupe

presents ‘CircusNEX'T: the Underforest’

BRATTLEBORO—The New
England Center for Circus Arts
(NECCA) Youth Performance
Troupe presents their annual end
of year show with CircusNext: the
Underforest on Sunday, May 14, at
1 p.m., at their Trapezium facil-
ity, 10 Town Crier Drive.

With displays of aerials, tram-
poline, group acrobatics and jug-
gling, the troupe invites audiences
to the Underforest, a dark and
magical wood where mythological
creatures creep out from ancient
tales into existence.

NECCA is a premiere circus
educational center in the United
States and uses circus arts as a tool
towards empowering students to
learn life skills such as conflict

resolution, self-determination,
and confidence.

Youth Troupe Founder
Serenity Smith Forchion said in a
news release that she modeled the
troupe off a program created by
the Pickle Family Circus, where
she performed in the 1990s.

“The Pickle Family Circus
brought Chinese Acrobatic
Master Lu Yi to develop a troupe
of youth acrobats who trained at a
high level and made acts for per-
formance out in the community,”
Forchion said. “When we opened
NECCA in Brattleboro, I wanted
to carry on that tradition and the
Youth Troupe was one of our first
programs. It was our goal to use
the tool of circus arts to teach life

skills as well as fitness and fun.”
The pandemic was challeng-
ing for the troupe, losing many
students who came from all over
New England but had to stop be-
cause of travel bans. This year,
the troupe is rebuilding and
their CircusNext performance on
Mother’s Day (Sunday, May 14)
will be their first public end-of-
year recital in three years.
Forchion passed the leader-
ship baton to long-time assistant
Victoria Quine earlier this year,
and Quine now oversees the team
of youth coaches for whom cir-
cus education is their profession.
“Our coaches have been work-
ing alongside the students to
collaboratively create the show

theme, order, and act ideas,”
Quine said. “This year even our
promotional artwork for the fi-
nal showcase was created by a
trouper.”

Classes at NECCA begin at age
18 months through adult, with
options to discover apparatus
such as trapeze, wire, juggling,
tumbling, trampoline, and aerial
silks. Summer classes and camps
are open for enrollment as well
as other circus shows presented
at the school’s custom-built
trapezium.

For tickets to CircusNext:
the Underforest, visit
necenterforcircusarts.org.

Sarasa Ensemble returns to BMC with ‘Take Four!’

BRATTLEBORO—The
Sarasa Ensemble returns to the
Brattleboro Music Center on
Friday, May 12.

The Season Guest concert,
set for 7 p.m. at the BMC, is
“Take Four! Music for Cello
Quartet.” With a tip of the hat to
Dave Brubeck’s famous ground-
breaking hit, “Take Five,” Sarasa
brings the cello to the fore in
music arranged and written for

four cellos.

It will feature a range of eras
and styles, from Josquin des Prez
and J. S. Bach, and Beethoven
to Wagner, Fauré, and Brubeck
(arranged by Eugene Friesen).
Performers will include Jake
Charkey, Myron Lutzke, Timothy
Merton, and Jennifer Morsches.

The Sarasa Ensemble is a col-
lective group of international in-
strumentalists and vocalists who

perform classical music of out-
standing quality, spanning the
17th to the 21st centuries, on both
period and modern instruments,
and bring this music to diverse
communities.

Through the ensemble’s out-
reach program in adolescent de-
tention facilities, it is dedicated
to bridging cultural, aesthetic,
and economic barriers and pro-
viding incarcerated teenagers

with opportunities for growth,
self-expression, and enrichment
through music.

Advance tickets for the concert
are $20 general admission and $25
at the door. For tickets or more
information, contact the BMC at
802-257-4523, info@bmcvt.org
or bmcvt.org.

Walpole Players present ‘Grumpy Old Men, The Musical

WALPOLE, N.H.—This
month, The Walpole Players
will bring Grumpy Old Men, The
Musical (set in chilly Wabasha,
Minnesota) to the Walpole Town
Hall.

Loaded with heartwarming
humor and unexpected energy,
Grumpy Old Men— The Musical
is an unforgettable show that will
remind us that “life is all about
livin’!”

Based on the 1993 film,
Grumpy Old Men , starring Walter

Matthau and Jack Lemmon, it’s
about two childhood friends who
became aging neighbors who
loved to fish. Then a mysterious
woman moves in next door and
an old grudge resurfaces and the
feud is on.

Dan Remmes, Neil Berg, and
Nick Meglin brought an adapta-
tion of this film to the Canadian
stage in 2011; it premiered in
2018 at the Ogunquit Playhouse
in Maine with Sally Struthers
playing the newly added character

of Punky. Now it’s the Walpole
Players turn, directed by Barbara
Kasper with Walt Sayre as Music
Director.

The large cast includes Walpole
Players Jim Baucom, Becky
Pearson, Judy Epstein, Chuck
Lessard, Ben Robison, Travis
Gay, Rebecca Robison, Tom
Winmill, Sarah Manning, Jenny
Plante, and Meg Kupiec.

They are joined by some tal-
ented members of Small Pond
Productions in Marlborough,

New Hampshire: Rene Doyle,
PJ Cooke, Dave Chase, Cassie
Schmitt, Ray Mahoney, Rob Gray,
Kevin Royce, and Traci Booth.

Join them at The Helen Miller
Theater on May 12, 13, 19, or 20
at 8 p.m. for a fun night of music
and laughter. Tickets are avail-
able at Galloway Real Estate and
Mascoma Savings Bank (both
Walpole and Keene Locations)
and are only $15 a seat. This show
is rated PG-13 for language and
content.

GOTAN OPINION?

(Of course you do! You're from Windham County!)

Got something on your mind? Send contribu-
tions to our Letters from Readers section (500
words or fewer strongly recommended) to
voices@commonsnews.org; the deadline is
Friday to be considered for next week’s paper.

- When spaceis anissue, we give priority to words
that have not yet appeared elsewhere.

BCTV Video Camp

July 10-14
Ages: grades 5-8
info & register:
brattleborotv.org/video-camp

SHOP EST
LOCAL

i Y

MO'I'HER S DAY
SUNDAY, MAY 14™

FROM 11-3PM

(ACROSS FROM THE PUTNEY FOOD CO-OP)

&

LOCAL PRODUCERS | LIVE MUSIC | PREPARED FOOD
FREE SHIATSU MASSAGES FOR MOMS

Promote your

EVE

. The
in Commona

Your ad can run in the Arts section of the
paper (the same section as the calendar),
and in our e-newsletter of the calendar
and other events.

* ADS START AT $37.50 *
AND YOUR EVENT WILL BE
SEEN BY 20,000 READERS!

We are offering 10% off an
ad in the paper, or 15% off
a print ad + digital ad in
our email blast.

Call 1-888-511-5150, or email
lori@commonsnews.org, or
nancy@commonsnews.org

Primary Care
with Compassion & Convenience

New Patients Welcome
On-site Lab, X-ray, CT scanner, & Pharmacy

Q}raceCottage

FAMILY HEALTH
& HOSPITAL

185 Grafton Rd, Townshend, VT
gracecottage.org ¢ 802-365-4331
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DICK'S

LOCK
REPAIR

www.dickslockvt.com
356 S. Main St. Brattleboro, VT 05301

Richard S. Frost
802-254-8533
802-451-6989

Residential - Commercial
Bonded & Insured

SUMMER PROGRAMS AT NEYT!
- ! | - Improv
\' . Musical

Theater
Clowning

Melodrama

and More!

Programs for Ages 6 -19
NEW ENGLAND
Y@OUTH THEATRE

Register Today at NEYT.org

HOUGHTON SANITARY
SERVICE INC.

SEPTIC TANK SERVICE CLEANING
Commercial & Residential Septic Pumping

Portable Toilet Rentals
also available

Family Owned
for 50 years

Call 802-254-9221
Guilford Ctr. Rd. Guilford, VT

PROBLEM SOLVED:
A

N
Aqua-Aid Systems
Water Conditioning

What’'s In Your Water?

Iron Stains? Smelly Water?
Hardness? RADON?

300-252-8484

Locally owned since 1984

One-week
7 sessions

69 More info/register online:
\

rivergalleryschool.org
802-257-1577

0"
RIVER
GALLERY
SCHOOL

OF ART

June 26 - Aug 11

COLQ?

KEB' MO’
5.19

SIION\NRGOM

Check out our May
lineup of films!

603-352-2033 TheColonial.org
SEASON UNDERWRITERS |

C&S stra
Wholesale
Grocers

TRU]SNORTH

NETWORKS
nonprofit organization

The Colonial Theatre is a 501

SUNDAY CONT. FROM B2

Community
meals

GUILFORD Mother's Day Brunch:
This all-you-can-eat brunch features
eggs and made to order omlettes.
Also on the menu are pancakes,
French toast, sausage, bacon and
home fries - all with Guilford maple
syrup. Other treats include home-
made baked goods, fresh fruit salad,
and bread for toasting. Selection of
juices available along with coffee,
teas, and milk.

» 7a.m.-1p.m. No reservations
necessary.

> $15 adults; $12 seniors; $5 ages
2-12, free for under age 2.

> Broad Brook Community

Center, 3940 Guilford Center Rd.
Information: 802-451-0405;
broadbrookcommunitycenter.org.

Celebrations
and festivals

W. BRATTLEBORO In Honor of
Mother's Day: "Responding to
Her Call - All That Nurtures and
Strengthens" with Rev. Telos
Whitfield (In-Person/Zoom): "We'll
explore what we have learned from
our mothers, those who nurtured,
supported and challenged us, and
what the Earth teaches every day.
Let us deepen into the practice of
nurturing and strengthening each
other and responding to Mother
Earth's call"

> 10a.m.

> All Souls Unitarian Universalist
Church, 29 South St. Information:
Zoom: Go to our website, ascvt.org
Sunday shortly before 10 a.m.

Well-being

Zazen: Exploring Sitting Medita-
tion for Insight into Your True
Nature of Being (Zoom): Zen is

a Mahayana Buddhist tradition
emphasizing simplicity, present-
moment awareness, nonduality,
nonconceptual understanding, and
zazen ("just sitting") meditation - the
tradition's most important practice.
It's a meditative practice meant to
give insight into your true nature

MONDAY conr.

of being. Zazen originates from the
teachings of Buddha, who lived in
India 2,500 years ago and founded
the religion and philosophy of
Buddhism.

> 7-815p.m.

> $10 plus 25-cent service fee.

» Zoom. Information: Tickets:
tinyurl.com/4sdpjats.

Ideas and
education

BRATTLEBORO Get Started with
Native Plants: Native plants can
bring beauty, butterflies, birds,
bees to your yard. Learn about

the benefits/how to avoid pitfalls

of planting native perennials and
grasses in your garden, where to
start, how to build on your success.
Practical suggestions for plants that
will thrive in VT's climate included.
No space is too small to make a
difference. Workshop presented by
Jocelyn Demuth, proprietor of na-
tive plant nursery Checkerspot Farm
in Colrain MA.

» 7p.m. in the Main Reading
Room.

> free.

> Brooks Memorial Library, 224
Main St. Information: 802-254-5290;
brookslibraryvt.org.

Instruction

KEENE Ready, Set, SING! - Free
Singing Lessons: Open to anyone
and everyone who has always
wanted to sing or wishes to improve
their voice and singing skills.

> 6:30-7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays
courtesy of the Keene Cheshiremen
Chorus and the Music Team. Free
parking front or back.

» Through Tuesday, June 20.

> Ffree.

» Hannah Grimes Center, 25
Roxbury St. Information: Informa-
tion/Sign-Up: cheshiremen.org/
readysetsing, 877-312-7467, info@
cheshiremen.org.

The written
word

BRATTLEBORO May Sci-Fi Group
Meetup Featuring: "Upright

TUESDAY conr.

Women Wanted": Goodreads:
"Esther is a stowaway. She's hidden
herself away in the Librarian's book
wagon in an attempt to escape the
marriage her father has arranged
for her - a marriage to the man who
was previously engaged to her best
friend. Her best friend who she was
in love with. Her best friend who
was just executed for possession

of resistance propaganda. The
future American Southwest is full of
bandits, fascists, and queer librarian
spies on horseback trying to do the
right thing. They'

> 7-8:30 p.m. in the Quiet Read-
ing Room. Author Sarah Gailey
reinvents the pulp Western with an
explicitly antifascist, near-future
story of queer identity. The Sci-Fi
Reading Group meets the 3rd Tues-
day of every month and is open to
curious minds of all ages, whether
or not they've read this month's
selection.

> Free.

» Brooks Memorial Library, 224
Main St. Information: 802-254-5290;
brookslibraryvt.org.

Well-being

BRATTLEBORO Brattleboro
Walk-In Clinic: Primary medical
treatment for patients ages 18 to 64
in our community who do not have
health insurance or who cannot
afford their high deductibles or
co-insurance.

> 5-6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.

> Brattleboro Walk-In Clinic, 191
Clark Ave. Information: 802-251-
8484; brattleborowalkinclinic.com.

Pets

BRATTLEBORO Windham County
Humane Society Raffle: One lucky
winner will take home a check

for 50% of the Rescue Raffle Pot
and the other 50% will go directly
toward helping homeless petsin
our community. Our hopes are that
the pot will reach $20,000 or more,
but we need your help to get there.
Please forward this email and share
on social media to help spread the
word and get friends, family, and
rescue-loving strangers in on the
fun. Bookmark our website event
page to watch the Raffle Pot total
grow.

» When you purchase tickets
online, you will receive an email
within 3 business days containing
your lucky ticket numbers and serv-
ing as proof of purchase (not actual
tickets). Participants must be 18 or
older and available to pick up prize
in person at WCHS in Brattleboro.

10 submuat your event:
calendar@commonsnews.org
Deadline: 5 p.m. Friday

» Through Monday, June 19.

» Windham County Humane
Society, 916 West River Rd. Informa-
tion: windhamcountyhumane.org/
events/raffle.

BRATTLEBORO Argentine Tango:
Beginners and all levels welcome!
Stop by to check it out or join in. No
partner needed. Guest instructor,
Laura Grandi, from Argentinal

» 7-8p.m. Class, 8-10 p.m. Prac-
tica. Continues 5/23 and 5/30.

> First class is free of charge! $12
Additional Classes, $5 Practica, $15
for Both Classes.

> One Eighteen Elliot, 118

Elliot St. Information: Face-

book Page: facehook.com/
groups/122170897820578.

The written
word

cuiLrorb Talk About Books: "Half
Broke Horses" by Jeannette Wall

> 6:30p.m.

> Free.

> Guilford Free Library, 4024 Guil-
ford Center Rd. Call 802-257-4603

for information or to reserve a copy.
To learn more about the book, visit
guilfordfreelibraryvt.blogspot.
com/.

Well-being

BELLOWS FALLS Brattleboro Area
Hospice: May Death Cafe: Join us
for an open and engaging discussion
about death, dying, and related
topics.

> 6-8p.m. Open to the public.

> Free.

> Rockingham Free Public Library,
65 Westminster St. For more

info about Death Cafes: https://
deathcafe.com/what/ RSVP: nfo@
brattleborohospice.org or 802
257-0775.

Visit commonsnews.orxg for more listings with more details

CSUR

(Community Substance Use Response)

Presents the film

“Our American Family”

Followed by a panel discussion with a member of the family

“Heartbreaking, unflinching and

inspirational...”
- NYC Movie Guru

el

FAMILY

Directed by Hallee Adelman
(The Social Dilemma, Writing with Fire, Us Kids)
& Sean King O’Grady

Wednesday May 17th, 5:30-7:30 PM

Presented in 3 locations:
18 Beaver St. in Wilmington - Voices of Hope
23 West St. in Newfane - Moore Free Library
39 Elm St. in Brattleboro - Turning Point of Windham County

Addiction is an all-encompassing force not only in the lives of the afflicted, but also those
around them. Captured at a pivotal “nothing to lose” moment over the course of a year, OUR
AMERICAN FAMILY is a radically honest portrait of five family members grappling with the leg-
acy of generational addiction as they fight to heal resentments and pull each other out of the

deepest depths.

For more info, contact Justin Johnston at 802-257-5600,
or email jjohnston@turningpointwc.org

L)
\Jt.'
HOPE
g

VOICES OF HOPE

TURNING
POINT

¥4

BAPC

g Euilding a Pesitive Community

Funding by the VT Dept. of Health Division of Substance Use
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VIEWPOINT

A rich ecosystem of
arguments can keep
democracy alive

When victors write theiwr opponents out of the
political process, then losers are left with nothing
but the tragic option of burning down the house

Putney

RAGILE AS A moth’s
wing and vibrant as a
sunset, democracy is a
wonder of nature.
When a nation is alive to its
mysterious forces, when it al-
lows various approaches to
human flourishing and happi-
ness, democracy feels as ele-
mental as gravity.
But when we stop believing

in our capacity to handle com-
plex issues from myriad points

of view, then democracy dies.

When we fear our political op-

ponents more than we cher-
ish democracy, we engage in

MEG MOTT, a long-
time Marlboro College
professor of political sci-
ence and a Constitutional
scholar, serves as Putney’s
town moderator.

behavior that undermines
democratic rule.

It’s easy to see this process
in red states. When state legis-
lators expel elected officials or
governors sign bills that limit
people’s rights, progressives
call foul. And for good cause.

When the Tennessee

legislature expelled two of its
members, it signaled a lack
of respect for the people in
those districts and their ca-
pacity to choose their own
representatives.

When Texas restricted ac-
cess to reproductive health
care, it demonstrated a lack of
respect for the people to make
their own decisions. (My guess
is that in the long run both of
these tactics will backfire; vot-
ers do not like being treated as
if they are stupid.)

But blue states are also at
risk of deep-sixing democracy.

Instead of expelling the

THgSUHA

E

FAGEN/‘CREA;:I.:"I.VE COMMONS (BY—NC—S;A) LICENE
Protestors on both sides of the abortion divide swarmed the grounds of the Supreme Court as justices prepared
to weigh in on the Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt Texas abortion case in 2016.

opposition, a progressive
anti-democratic tactic is to
shut down debate. This was
most clear after Vermont vot-
ers overwhelmingly passed a
Constitutional amendment
protecting reproductive rights.

Instead of taking the win
with grace, the victors dou-
bled down. As one pro-choice
leader announced, “our auton-
omy over our bodies is not up
for discussion.”

If you supported Article
22, which recognizes “an indi-
vidual’s right to personal re-
productive autonomy,” that

B SEE DEMOCRACY, C2
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Our roads,
at what

COSt?

It’s now 2023, and I’m becoming
aware that the “good’ mileage

I get 1n my hybrid doesn’t
account for the carbon emitted

in building, maintaining,

and rebuilding the roads

Williamsville
HE TORN-UP MILES of
Vermont Route 30 be-
tween Brattleboro and
Newfane is no mere re-
paving project, but a full-depth
reclamation (FDR) of the road
surface. FDR requires making
several passes over the 10 miles
that run from the corner of
Cedar Street in Brattleboro to
about a mile south of Newfane
Village, just past Brook Street.

During this first phase, the
road is being milled and the as-
phalt pulverized, mixed with
gravel, and compacted. This is
also when the roadway will be
graded, raised where needed,
and banked according to cur-
rent design standards. These
initial processes are expected to
last through June.

Paving will follow in three
separate layers. A sub-base
of recycled asphalt will be
laid down first (mid- to late
July), then an intermedi-
ate layer of asphalt will be
added (early August) and — fi-
nally — the wearing course
will complete the resurfacing
(mid-September).

The new signs, paint, and
guardrails are expected to be
installed and the project com-
pleted sometime in October.

THERE’S NO QUESTION: this sec-
tion of Route 30 was in bad
shape with what amounted to
ruts in the asphalt — ruts that
filled with water in the rain and
made driving more dangerous
than usual.

But the project is also one in

% DEBORAH

4 LEE LUSKIN,

4 " one of this newspa-

A\ =" & per’s original col-

i ummnists, blogs at
deborahleeluskin.com.

G

a long line of such efforts since
I first traveled this road in 1965.
That road had few guardrails,
no shoulders, and many curves.
Many parts of this 114-mile
state highway from Brattleboro
to Middlebury have been im-
proved since then.

The last time such a proj-
ect took place on this section of
Route 30 was in 1995, the year I
moved to Newfane. That proj-
ect involved relocating about a
mile of the highway to elimi-
nate a dip and a curve along
a narrow section of roadway
that was replaced with a wide
straightaway up a hill.

While flaggers stopped traf-
fic for workers and machines,

I watched the mile-long sec-
tion of forest cleared, graded,
and paved. It made me curi-
ous: If a single mile caused this
much disruption, what did clear
cutting four lanes of 323 miles
for Vermont’s interstate high-
ways entail? And, how did the
Interstates change not only the
landscape, but also the culture
of the state?

Ive been spending most of
my adult life answering these
questions in a trilogy of novels:
in one set in 1958, during early
construction of 1-91; in another

W SEE ROADS, C2

VIEWPOINT

Our hearts were broken.
You stepped in when
we needed help.

With deep gratitude we, the
Groundworks Board of Directors,
thank all who have supported

Groundworks in any way

Brattleboro
HIS SHOULD never
happen.
The violent death

of Leah Rosin-
Pritchard shook us to our core:
Morningside House residents,
Groundworks staff, board, and
collaborators, the Brattleboro
community. Our hearts have
broken, for Leah and her family
and friends, for all involved.

And “all involved” ex-

panded greatly on April 6, when
the community partners of
Groundworks came together to

RITA RAMIREZ
serves as president of the
Groundworks Collaborative
board of directors.

say “yes” to our ask that they
carry so much of our workload.
They said yes to stepping in,
as invited, for three weeks so
that our clients could continue
to be served; stepping in so that
Groundworks staff could grieve
and heal optimally as well as re-
view and revise (as needed) our

work of meeting basic human
needs for shelter and food with
dignity. Financial backing by
the Vermont Agency of Human
Services was essential to that
transition.

That “pause” is ending,
Through this period, the shared
leadership of Josh Davis, ex-
ecutive director, and Peter
Elwell, interim deputy execu-
tive director, along with the en-
tire Groundworks Leadership
Team, has been extraordinary in
managing this crisis, lining up
support for staff, synthesizing

RANDOLPH T. HOL!

Bouquets of flowers left at the foot of the driveway at Morningside House in

Brattleboro.

and defining actions for in-
creased safety, and planning for
a phased reopening of services.

Every member of the
Groundworks staff has been vi-
tal to the organization’s resil-
ience and recovery.

Our community partners —
led by Dr. Kathleen McGraw,
chief medical officer of
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital
— have made the seemingly

impossible happen. So many
have been generously involved
that we do not know the com-
plete list of names of all who
helped.

With deep gratitude we,
the Groundworks Board of
Directors, thank all who have
supported Groundworks in
any way, including the groups
named below and any persons
that we may have missed.

WE KNOW THAT our re-ground-
ing, our revisioning, of how we
care for persons in need is not
over. Though the acute phase
of this crisis has passed, loom-
ing ahead is the end of state
funding for emergency housing
for most persons experiencing
homelessness.

The Covid-era federal
funding has already stopped.

B SEE GROUNDWORKS, C2

Great investment opportunity.

Great building with all 3 units having a mud room, 2 bedrooms, dining room,
large kitchen, covered porch, large living room. South fFacing for lots of great
light. OFf street parking available for each apartment. Each unit pays their own
utilities. 2 hot air Furnaces, newer oil tanks. One unit has new propane wall
Furnace. Each unit has their own electric hot water heater.

EXCLUSIVE $289,000

LLVILLE
REALTY

Ask for Sue

802-257-7979 x2
255 Western Ave, Brattleboro, VT
www.bellvillerealty.com

P
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LETTERS

Against taxpaéier
money going to
private schools

do not want tax dollars go-

ing to private institutions to
serve a select group of citizens/
students.

Many private schools are
quality learning environments
with caring individuals lead-
ing classrooms and institutions.
However, they are in essence, if
not by design, gated communi-
ties — not all students are wel-
come or accepted, and some
who are accepted are kicked out
for grades or behavior, even in
open-enrollment schools.

Tax dollars should not fund
conditional acceptance to an ed-
ucational community based on
ability to pay or perceived intel-
ligence. Educational funds are
to equalize society, not stratify
or sort.

The inequity propagated
by private schools is built into
their structure. Private institu-
tions do not need to meet the
requirements set by the state
Agency of Education: stan-
dardized testing, special edu-
cation laws, required days in
session, teacher and administra-
tor licensure, and busing stu-
dents (a significant problem for
many students without family
cars and parental time to trans-
port) ,etc.

Whether you agree with
the existence of these require-
ments, at best they are designed
to support the fullest range of
students and are fiscal burdens
that private institutions can
avoid.

Private schools do not need
to meet the days-in-session re-
quirement set by the state.
Private schools are also allowed
to accumulate endowments
that public schools cannot. And
there are no caps on tuition
collected.

Imagine what our public
schools would be like if they
could have endowments and
charge $38,000 or more in tu-
ition (compared to approxi-
mately $17,500 for a high school
student). Oh, the support we
could provide to all students/
children/young adults?

As for historical or tradi-
tional independent high schools
in Vermont, I understand the
challenge of undoing legacy
and tradition; it is painful. And,
I would say, an argument for
keeping or treating those his-
torical institutions differently is
evidence of the privilege they
have existed under for a long
time.

If these institutions want to
continue to serve and educate,
they should become fully public
institutions. As for open-enroll-
ment schools, If they are truly
open enrollment, then just be-
come fully public. If you do not
want to, then there must be a
benefit or privilege you do not
want to relinquish.

I have worked in classrooms
in Vermont public education for
almost 30 years as a curriculum
coordinator, teacher mentor,
mentor coordinator, and coach
in schools and districts through-
out Windham County.

The schools and educators

stem from societal issues around
equity and privilege that im-
pact the educational process...
the struggles outside of school,
come into school. Isolating and
dividing young people should
not be an educational or soci-
etal answer. Public funds should
be for public institutions or
schools. Tax dollars should not
be used to redline our educa-
tional system.

Finally, I am concerned that
some folks will pose the elimi-
nation of school choice injuri-
ous to children, children who
are attending private schools. I
am sympathetic to that concern,
yet I worry that narrative just
perpetuates privilege.

Casey Deane
Marlboro

Time to retire
Colonels name to
make way for a
new BUHS identity

As the son of a lieutenant
colonel in the U.S. Army, I
have never had a problem with
the title “colonel.” I have had
many a former student play for
the Colonels, and I have cheered
on “purple” from the stands
many a time.

In 2004, when the
Brattleboro Union High School
board ended any official use of
the image of a Southern planta-
tion—based slave-owning “colo-
nel” as the school mascot image,
it also ended the display of the
Confederate flag and the slogan
“Pride of the South.”

These were, I believe, good
decisions. These decisions were
made in the context of other ra-
cially charged incidents at the
school and in the community.

It is unfortunate that the
BUHS board did not commis-
sion in 2004 a process to cre-
ate a new colonel logo, one that
could reflect a history different
from the Southern plantation,
or a non-historical, abstract vi-
sion of a colonel as a symbol of
leadership.

Without a replacement im-
age, [ am afraid the old colonel’s
picture as a plantation charac-
ter continues to weigh us down
with its baggage acquired over
the years.

Isaac Watts wrote in the 18th
century, “Our age to 70 years is
set.” Before the Colonels, the
high school teams in Brattleboro
had other names.

All things do pass. It seems
that our BUHS mascot is ready
to pass away and make way for
something new to gain respect
over time.

Recently, I stopped at the
beautiful monument that stands
in front of BUHS and received a
powerful history lesson.

Perhaps the memory of the
“ten thousand, two hundred”
volunteers who camped on the
old fairgrounds between 1861
and 1865 before they headed off
to fight for the U.S. republic and
its ideals could inspire a new
era for our sports teams: the
Brattleboro Volunteers.

And what better color than
purple to recognize their brav-
ery and sacrifice in the ongoing
fight for liberty, equality, and
justice for all?

I have worked with are doing Andy Davis
wonderful work. The great- Brattleboro
est challenges in our schools

Your local sources for

home improvement

S

10 advertise, cal

802-246-6397
or email ads@,
COMIMONSNEWS. org
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JEWETT

PLUMBING & HEATING

SERVING THE BRATTLEBORO AREA
WITH RELIABLE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
- BATHROOM & KITCHEN REMODELING

- COMPLETE HEATING SYSTEMS

- WATER PUMPS & SYSTEMS

802-254-4963

1090 WESTERN AVENUE
WEST BRATTLEBORO

493 Stebbins Rd.
Vernon, VT
802-490-9771

vernonselfstoragevt.com
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> c:::,’:‘?i? &3 Portable Toilet Rentals

Septic Tank Pumping

B Roads

set in 1964, when people like
me started to arrive on the
new road; and in an unfinished
novel that spans 30 years, from
1985 to 2015.

It took 20 years to complete
1-91, required 50 acres of land
for each mile, and up to 150
acres for each on/off ramp.

The cost? A million dollars
a mile and the life of Romaine
Tenney, who, rather than let
his farm be taken by emi-
nent domain for the highway,
burned it down — with him
inside.

THE CURRENT PROJECT of re-
habilitating 10 miles of Route

30 is expected to cost $23 mil-
lion. But what I think about
while I’'m waiting for an au-
tomated flagger assistance de-
vice (AFAD) to let me pass
is how much traffic this state
highway carries, how much
carbon we emit in both neces-
sary and recreational travel up
and down the valley, and how
much carbon the machines do-
ing the work release.

I was 9 years old on that
first visit to Vermont, and all
I knew then about pollution
was from the Tom Lehrer song
of the same name, recorded
on vinyl. By 1995, when the
state straightened Route 30 in

LS
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This black and white photograph looks east over a newly-completed section of Vermont Route 30 between
Brattleboro and Dummerston.

Newfane, I'd lived through the
oil embargo of the 1970s and
gained an inkling that energy
conservation mattered.

It’s now 2023, and I’'m be-
coming aware that the “good”
mileage I get in my hybrid
doesn’t account for the carbon
emitted in building, maintain-
ing, and rebuilding the roads.

I’ve recently learned that
an 80-year-old red oak in the
northern forest sequesters
about the same amount of car-
bon as driving a car 12,000
miles — about what my hus-
band, Tim, and I do in the
course of a year.

Maybe, if I plant an oak
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now, by the time it’s 80, we’ll
have figured out transporta-
tion systems with lower carbon
emissions.

In the meantime, I’'m deter-
mined to drive as little as pos-
sible. Thanks to the internet,
I can earn from home. When
I do have to leave, I'll try to
combine errands and appoint-
ments, carpool if possible, bi-
cycle when practical.

Meanwhile, I’ll be either in
the word shop or the garden,
living in place and — as much
as I can — staying there.

B Democracy

statement seems reasonable.
But if you were one of the 23%
of Vermonters who did not
support the amendment, those
words send an anti-democratic
signal: If you are pro-life, the
winners do not want to hear
from you.

THE PROBLEM WITH this ap-
proach to politics is that it forces
minorities out of the political
process and into the dark re-
cesses, where political violence
breeds. When victors write
their opponents out of the po-
litical process, then losers are
left with nothing but the tragic
option of burning down the
house.

At least that’s the conclu-
sion of Rachel Kleinfeld, a se-
nior fellow at the Democracy,
Conflict, and Governance
Program at the Carnegie
Endowment for International
Peace, which recently published
“Five Strategies to Support U.S.
Democracy.”

Democrats are fooling them-
selves, she argues, if they think
they can support democracy by
winning all the elections and
taking over all the institutions.

Even if that could happen,
she says, it would not help de-
mocracy. To take up all the ox-
ygen in the room is to replace
democracy with an authoritar-
ian regime, in which the ma-
jority uses various degrees of
violence to maintain control
within each state.

THE FIRST TWO of Kleinfeld’s
five strategies to combat politi-
cal violence are relevant to the
abortion debate in Vermont.
Instead of silencing the op-
position, we should encourage
“responsible conservatives to
vote for democracy,” she says.
That means using rheto-
ric that appeals to conservative

values, such as the family, the
Constitution, the military, reli-
gion, and private property. Pro-
choice Vermonters do not lose
any power by supporting a so-
cial safety net that offers fami-
lies increased assistance (U.S.
Sen. Mitt Romney’s Family
Security Act 2.0 being one
example).

The second strategy is to “re-
duce the social demand from
the Right for illiberal policies
and politicians.” When pro-
choice Vermonters tell pro-
life Vermonters that they have
nothing to contribute, it plays
into the hands of reactionary
leaders. Why should conser-
vatives take democracy seri-
ously if their deepest values are
denigrated?

To reduce the demand for
anti-democratic tactics, we
must create more opportunities
for the losing side to weigh in on
policy decisions.

Luckily, the language in
Article 22 provides ample room
for those discussions.

Along with recognizing the
individual right to personal re-
productive autonomy, Article
22 also recognizes the state’s
“compelling interest” in regu-
lating abortion using “the least
restrictive means.”

Conservatives still have a role
to play in deciding what that
compelling interest might look
like, and progressives would be
wise to listen.

BuT REDUCING political violence
is not the only reason to bring
minority points of view into the
discussion. Learning to coexist
through deep disagreements is
the greatest fruit of democracy.
By taking turns losing and win-
ning, we learn how to be better
friends to one another.

The “hard truth of democ-
racy,” writes political Danielle

€= Verwont fazz Center

72 Cotton Mill Hill  Brattleboro, VT 05301
The Tri-state region’s premier center for jazz

W7 RENEE ROSNES &

| BILL CHARLAP

Two Nested Steinway Concert Grands:
An Evening of Duo Piano Magic

Tickets & Info:

www.vtjazz.org  802-254-9088
(This event will not be livestreamed)

Allen in Talking to Strangers:
Anxieties of Citizenship since
Brown v. Board of Education,
“is that some citizens are always
giving things up for others.”
Sometimes our side wins, some-
times it doesn’t.

“It is the job of the winner
in any given political moment,”
she explained on The Ezra Klein
Show, “to make the ongoing
possibility of a political friend-
ship real.” An important way to
keep that friendship alive is to
recognize the sacrifice.

WHEN ARTICLE 22 became law,
those who voted against it did
not just lose the vote, they made
an important sacrifice.

For those who believe that
reproduction is not an individ-
ual right but part of sacred and
natural process, Article 22 feels
like a slap in the face. It’s up to
the winners to prove that it is
not. Progressives need to ac-
knowledge that the Amendment
has not stifled debate. It is in
the details of policy that we can
keep the political friendships
alive.

And through those ongoing
disagreements we might learn
something important about the
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abortion debate.

Instead of winners and los-
ers, there is a rich ecosystem
of arguments, from pro-life
progressives, who critique the
abortion industry for valuing
unencumbered workers over
vulnerable human beings, to
pro-choice conservatives, who
use transcendent values to argu
for the dignity of discernment.

There is much to learn from
each other.

SO RATHER THAN giving into
our fears, which only brings

on nasty authoritarian habits,
Vermonters should take up the
virtues of political friendship,
of recognizing the sacrifices we
ask of each other to keep this
noble experiment alive.

But that can only happen if
those who support Article 22
make space for those who lost
the vote. Surely a supermajor-
ity affords enough confidence
to hear the fears and resent-
ments of those who wanted the
amendment to fail.

As is always the case with de-
mocracy, the minority deserves
our reassurance that their sacri-
fice to our precious democracy
will be worth it.

B Groundworks

Without additional state mon-
ies — which the Legislature and
governor have not supported
— most current emergency
housing funding is imminently
coming to an end.

In human terms, this means
that at least 110 people in the
Brattleboro area will lose their
motel housing on May 31.
Social service organizations
will be unable to meet many of
these housing needs.

As all sectors of our commu-
nity have come together to get
through the recent acute crisis,
the whole community is needed
to address this chronic crisis of
inadequate and unaffordable
housing.

Clearly this housing crisis is
bound up with other chronic
crises, including poverty, food
insecurity, and the lack of
needed health care services.
These systemic and societal
problems need systemic and so-
cietal strategies and solutions.

We thank the hundreds of
you for the truly amazing work
you have done.

We look forward to our ongo-
ing work with you.

FROM SECTION FRONT

THANK YOU to Brattleboro
Memorial Hospital; Health
Care and Rehabilitation Services
(HCRS); Brattleboro Retreat;
Healthworks ACT and DOT
teams; Knowles Wentworth,
police social worker; Putney
Foodshelf; Brooks Memorial
Library; Women’s Freedom
Center; Brattleboro Housing
Partnerships; Town of
Brattleboro; Brattleboro Police
Department; Brattleboro Fire
Department; Southeastern
Vermont Community Action
(SEVCA); Windham &
Windsor Housing Trust;
Vermont Agency of Human
Services; Youth Services, Inc.;
Brattleboro Community Justice
Center; Winston Prouty Center;
United Way of Windham
County; Michele Richardson,
Pathways Vermont; Rev.

Lise Sparrow, NAACP of
Windham County, religious af-
fairs; Centre Congregational
Church; St. Michael’s Episcopal
Church; Brattleboro Food
Co-op; McLean Hospital,
Belmont, Massachusetts, and
HatchSpace.
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Family values are not expressed by what

type of genitals you were born with

"The radical right has attacked the trans community, in order
to save the now-not-so-dominant paradigm of white male
supremacy in the ordering and ruling of this nation

Williamsuville
MERICA'S radical right
has chosen to target
drag shows and trans-
gender people in their
latest assault on family val-
ues posing as a defense of fam-
ily values. Shocked cries about
grooming and child abuse are
spewing from their mouths like
pea soup from Regan in The
Exorcist.

The very folks who are try-
ing to bring back child labor
and want to take food out of the
mouths of poor children, are
now suddenly very concerned
for those children’s welfare.

Strange that they didn’t show
much concern when reports
about the rampant rape and
abuse of children by officials in
the Catholic Church were re-
leased, nor when the Boy Scouts
of America was forced to pay
the largest-ever settlement for
child abuse within its ranks,
nor when the Southern Baptist
Church was exposed for the
same crimes.

Strange too, that there is no
evidence that connects drag
queens or transgender people to
child abuse.

But not so strange when you
realize that these great defend-
ers of the fetus in the womb
who until now had forgotten
all about the needs of the child
who gets born aren’t thinking
about the welfare of children;
they’re simply looking for a new
scapegoat that they might use
to engender fear and rage in the
American psyche that might
lead to an electoral advantage in
the next election.

REMEMBER THE hue and cry
when gay and lesbian rights
started to get recognized? We
heard the same false claims of
immorality and poisoning of
the minds of children.

The radical right counted on
prejudice against gay Americans
as they tried to taint the
Democrats by association. They
warned us that recognizing the
legitimacy of the gay commu-
nity was a slippery slope that
would lead to terrible outcomes
for our children and the nation.

Of course, it turns out that
gay people are no different from

£’s important to remem-
ber that you’re born
naked, and the rest is drag.
—RuPauL

DAN DEWALT, one of the founders of this newspaper,
1s a woodworker and teacher at Leland & Gray Union High
School. He 1s a longtime activist for social justice, clean energy,

peace, and restorative justice.

any other group in the popula-
tion. Gay marriage hasn’t led
to anything other than a mix of
happily married and unhappily
divorced folks, just as it is for
heterosexual people.

Gayness has become main-
stream and boringly regular,
and the chorus of cries about
the corruption of our youth
no longer dominates the public
conversation.

OF COURSE, many still privately
harbor prejudice against the gay
community, just as there is still
an epidemic of privately ex-
pressed racism and prejudice
against people of color. Until
very recently, declaring those
views has been seen as taboo in
mainstream society.

Now we are seeing a deter-
mined effort to bring those prej-
udices out into the open once
again. Those who espouse these
beliefs see anti-trans rhetoric
and attacks as a wedge to reopen
that door.

The radicals think that trans-
gender people and drag show
aficionados are still marginal-
ized in our society to the extent
that they can publicly defile and
attack them. They are hoping
that by making false claims and
demonizing this group of peo-
ple, they can gin up a ground-
swell of hatred and disgust
that could be manipulated to
increase the numbers of peo-
ple who would decide to vote
Republican to save us from this
illusory “scourge.”

In every segment of soci-
ety, we can find individual cases
of excesses, bad character, or
harmful actions.

If we were to condemn en-
tire population groups for these
aberrations, then white men
would have been banished from
the planet by now.

The radical right has
launched these attacks on an-
other marginalized group,
the trans community, in or-
der to save the now-not-so-
dominant paradigm of white
male supremacy in the order-
ing and ruling of this nation.
They hope the fear and loath-
ing engendered will translate
into votes for the new MAGA
brand of Republican (white)
authoritarianism.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

CLARK / CANAL STREET
BRATTLEBORO, VT

We are accepting applications for Studio,

1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments that have been
newly renovated and are currently available.
Rent includes heat, hot water, snow and trash removal.
Off street parking and laundry on site.

For more information call 802-464-9700, or download
an application at www.stewartproperty.net.
Applicants must be income eligible.

Stewart Property Management, Inc.
50 Westgate Drive, Suite 101
Brattleboro VT 05301
www.stewartproperty.net

&

Just plain old

Working from home?

Teleconferencing? -

computer hell?

For 22 years, I've provided all kinds of
fech support to many households

& businesses in the Bratteboro area.
Work done on-site, remotely

or with safe drop-offs,

As times change, we have
become ever-so-slowly less
willing to allow the historic nar-
rative that brought us slavery,
Jim Crow, unequal rights for

of genitals you were born with.
If we don’t accept all people

on the planet with love and dig-

nity, then we will continue to al-

women, and the ostracizing of
all groups who didn’t fit into the
white-is-right model to main-
tain dominance in our collective

counter specious claims about
people who are different from
“us.” We should call out self-
serving, meanspirited speech

thinking. for what it is. low violence, strife and injustice
If we allow the radical revi-  to reign.
Drvision, animus, and fear- sionists to continue to lay claim We are starting to do bet-

ter than that. Let’s not allow
the carefully scripted attacks on
any marginalized people to de-
rail us from this more positive
trajectory.

to be the guardians of family
values, then we will soon find
out how exclusive that so-called
family really is. Family values
are not expressed by what type

mongering are not family val-
ues. Family values involve love,
acceptance, empathy, and sup-
porting one another.

We should be prepared to
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| Sports Roundup

Colonels finish
undeteated
Unified season,
earn top seed
for playofls

he Brattleboro Unified
basketball team cele-
brated Senior Day and
its regular season finale
on May 1 in the BUHS gym
with a 53-50 win over Hartford.

With the win, Brattleboro en-
ters the playoffs as the top seed
in the Southern Division with
a 7-0 record. As a result, the
Colonels will have home court
advantage for all of their play-
off games.

It made for a happy Senior
Day for Joanie Tuttle, Janessa
Jones, Timothy Galdamez,
Marcy Galdamez, Silvia
Galdamez, and Alana Bell,
who were honored at halftime.
Colonels coach Tyler Boone
said this group has partici-
pated in every Unified sport of-
fered at BUHS since they were
ninth-graders.

All of Brattleboro 11 start-
ing athletes scored in the
game as the Colonels led 31-

20 at the half. Ben Stauffer led
Brattleboro with 17 points, nine
in the first half and eight in

the second half. Austin Pinette
added eight points, and Jeff
White chipped in six.

“Any of our 11 athletes
can make any of their shots,”
Boone said. “I think we have
the fastest kid in the state in
Ben Stauffer. Nobody’s beating
him down the court. Austin just
moves around so well that he
can make his own opportunities
and that’s huge.”

But the biggest cheers from
the fans were for Brattleboro’s
Jaymeson Crochetiere, who
scored his first basket of his
high school career. “That was
pretty cool,” said Boone. “He’s
a very popular kid in the school.
Everybody knows him. For him
to be successful in front of hun-
dreds of kids is really cool.”

Boone acknowledges that
the playoffs will be difficult for
the Colonels. “To make a deep
run you do have to play all as-
pects of the game because no
one is going to give you any-
thing,” he said. “Our goal, what
we are preparing for in practice,
is to go all the way. It’s going
to be hard and everyone is go-
ing to come for us because when
you’re the No. 1 seed, youhave
a target on your backs.”

Softball

* Leland & Gray ended
Bellows Falls’ bid for an unde-
feated season with a dramatic
4-1 win in Townshend on May
4.

The Rebels broke a scoreless
tie in the fourth inning when
Makaila Morse doubled and
stole third, and scored on a two-
out, two-strike squeeze bunt by
her sister, Samantha Morse.

A two-run double by
Savannah Cadrin keyed a three-
run fifth inning for the Rebels,
but the Terriers came close to
pulling off a big rally in the
seventh when they loaded the
bases. Shortstop Ava LeCours
made a pair of big defensive
plays and pitcher Kristen Lowe
hung on to give the Rebels the
win.

Lowe held the Terriers to
three hits with eight strikeouts.
She walked six and hit two bat-
ters. BF got its only run in the
seventh, on a RBI single by
Jenna Dolloph.

Leland & Gray kept up the

: T« HOLHUT,
deputry editor of

i this newspaper, has
A written this column
since 2010 and has covered
sports in Windham County
since the 1980s. Readers can
send him sports information
at news@commonsnews.
org.

winning momentum with a 12-
11 victory over White River
Valley on May 6 in Townshend.
Lowe was the winning pitcher,
striking out seven and allow-
ing five hits. Abriella Hallock
earned the save. On offense, the
Rebels were led by Kat Shine
with two hits, two runs and

an RBI. Cadrin had two hits
and two RBIs, while Hannah
Greenwood had two hits and a
run. The Rebels ended the week
with a 4-1 record.

« Mount Anthony rolled over
Brattleboro, 17-0, in five in-
nings on May 4 at Sawyer Field
to drop their record to 0-6.

* Twin Valley is also winless
so far this season. The Wildcats
were beaten by Burr & Burton,
25-6, on May 4, and forfeited
their scheduled May 6 game to
Mill River.

Baseball

* A pair of passed balls in the
eighth inning gave Fair Haven
the deciding runs in a 6-5 vic-
tory over Bellows Falls on May
5 at Hadley Field. The Terriers’
record is now 5-4.

* Leland & Gray took care
of winless Mill River, 13-2, on
May 4 to improve the Rebels’
record to 5-3.

Boys’ lacrosse

* On May 5 at Natowich
Field, the Colonels lost to
Rutland, 10-3, but the real win-
ners of this game were the re-
gion’s military veterans and
first responders who are strug-
gling with various mental health
issues.

The Colonels hosted their
first Salute to Service game and
each player chose a veteran or
first responder to honor prior
to the game. The team has been
involved in a fundraising cam-
paign in support of the Front
Line Foundations of North
America, a Bellows Falls-based
nonprofit that provides individ-
ual and group therapy to veter-
ans and first responders.

The team set a goal of
$2,200, and they surpassed it by
more than $1,000 as of the start
of this week. Anyone interested
in supporting and donating to
this cause can go the team’s fun-
draising page at givebutter.com/
Nv8cRk.

Girls’ lacrosse

* Burr & Burton jumped out
to a 7-0 lead in the first eight
minutes and rolled to a 20-2 win
over Brattleboro at Natowich
Field on May 4.

Ultimate disc

* Leland & Gray’s Jackson
Fillion had nine assists, five
blocks, and a goal to help lead
the Rebels to a 15-10 win over
Long Trail School on May 2 in
Dorset. Finch Holmes scored
seven goals and had an assist
and five blocks, while Trevor
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Brattleboro’s Austin Pinette (1) puts up a shot over a pair of Hartford defenders in the
regular season home finale for the Unified basketball team on May 1 at the BUHS gym.

Brattleboro’s Faith Rowe (4
during the first half of their

Stillwagon had four goals, two
assists, and four blocks and
Trevor Hazelton had three as-
sists and seven blocks.

On May 5, the Rebels lost
15-2 to Burr & Burton in
Townshend to finish the week
at 3-2.

* Brattleboro competed in a
tournament at Mount Mansfield
in Jericho on May 6, and split its
two matches. A combined Long
Trail/Mill River squad took
on the Colonels and won a 9-6
match, but Brattleboro came
back to beat Long Trail/Mill
River, 8-7, in the second match.

BOC watercraft
consignment
sale is May 13

¢ The annual Brattleboro
Outing Club Consignment Sale
& Swap of small human and
wind-powered watercraft will
be held on Saturday, May 13,
from noon to 2 p.m., at the “On
The Waterfront” building, 464
Putney Rd., Brattleboro (just
above The Marina restaurant).

Boats will be accepted on
Friday, May 12, from noon
to 2 p.m. and 5to 7 p.m. On
Saturday, May 13, boats will be
accepted beginning at 8 a.m.,
until 11:30 a.m. The swap por-
tion of the event takes place
from 11:30 a.m. to noon, with
the sale starting at noon.

This is a consignment sale
to fund the BOC Summer
Paddling Program. Boat owners
set the price, and BOC Paddling
receives 10% of the eventual
selling price. When two or more
prospective buyers want the

same boat, an “auction” will
decide the eventual buyer.

For more details on
the sale, visit www.
BrattleboroOutingClub.org or
contact Larry McIntosh at 802-
254-3666 or Lmacyak@gmail.
com.

Learn more about
rowing with RunBOC

* RowBOC, the rowing pro-
gram of the Brattleboro Outing
Club, announces the opening of
enrollment to its 2023 Learn-
to-Row Clinic. If you have
never rowed before, or want to
learn sculling on the West and
Connecticut rivers, RowBOC
wants to introduce you to the
joy of rowing.

Organizers say rowing
“builds skills people need in
daily life: teamwork, persis-
tence, working toward a goal,
and a sense of humor and hu-
mility. It’s also an excellent op-
portunity for fitness, recreation,
fun, and making new friends.”

There will be a free try-out
session on Saturday, June 3,
from 10 a.m. to noon, at the
RowBOC boathouse and docks
at the docks near the begin-
ning of the West River Trail in
Brattleboro. You will get a taste
of rowing: learn to get in and
out of a boat, take a few strokes
while tethered to the dock,
and maybe launch on the West
River. RowBOC master row-
ers will teach, assist, and cheer
you on.

If your interest is piqued
by the June 3 session, you are
invited to join RowBOC’s
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) Igrote«:ts the ball as two Hartford defenders move in
nified basketball game on May 1 at the BUHS gym.

Learn-to-Row Clinic, a 10-ses-
sion course that will take you
from knowing nothing about
a rowing shell to being able to
launch, row from the dock to
beyond the bridge, turn around,
and return to the dock safely;as
well as essential skills such as
backing up, getting back into
the boat from a capsize, and
proper boat handling.

Sessions run from June 10
to July 1. For more informa-
tion on both events, send an
email to rowboc@gmail.com;
include your phone number if
you would like to talk to a clinic
instructor.

Vote for Grace Cottage

* For the second year in a
row, Grace Cottage has been
chosen as an IMPACT Award
Finalist for Vermont by the
Ruderman Family Foundation
and the Red Sox Foundation.
The contest seeks to recognize
organizations for their efforts to
improve mental health in their
communities.

In an email congratulating
Grace Cottage for being chosen
as a finalist, the sponsoring or-
ganizations wrote, “Your nom-
ination demonstrated a deep
impact in both raising aware-
ness and improving the out-
comes in your community. We
would like to thank you for the
incredible work that you are
doing!”

The IMPACT Awards pro-
vide Red Sox fans in the six
New England states with the
chance to nominate and vote for
their favorite local non-profit
organization. Five finalists have

been chosen from each state for
their opportunity to win a grant
from the Red Sox Foundation.
Supporters can vote once
daily until May 31 at redsox.
com/impact. The top three non-
profits each receive a grant:
$10,000 for first place, $3,000
for second place and $2,000 for
third place. Grace Cottage won
a second-place grant in 2022
and a third-place grant in 2015.

CRVBL opens its
22nd season

* The 22nd season of the
Connecticut River Valley
Baseball League (CRVBL) got
underway on May 7 with games
at Maxfield Athletic Complex
in Hartford and Gouin Field in
Dummerston. Each game saw
the home team emerge with a
win.

In Hartford, the Connecticut
River Iron Men downed the
Charlestown Cavalry, who
were making their CRVBL de-
but, by a score of 19-1. In
Dummerston, the defend-
ing champion Putney Fossils
topped the Walpole Granite,

1-0.

Jed St. Pierre (4-for-6, tri-
ple, two runs scored), Kris
Bornholdt (3-for-4, three
RBIs, two runs scored), and
Tyler Kerr (2-for-4, two RBIs,
two runs scored) led the Iron
Men’s offensive explosion. Side-
arming rookie Garrett Gagnon
pitched five scoreless innings
to earn the win, allowing five
hits, two walks, and striking out
seven.

Four batters recorded mul-
tiple hits for the Fossils, with
Ryan Smith (3-for-4, two dou-
bles, two stolen bases, 2 RBIs,
two runs scored) doing the
most damage. Pitchers Danny
Lichtenfeld (five innings, two
hits, two walks, six strikeouts)
and Peter Wagner (two innings,
one hit, two strikeouts) com-
bined to shut out the Granite,
whose lineup included five new-
comers to the league.

CRVBL action resumes on
Sunday, May 14, when the
Fossils travel to Fall Mountain
Regional High School to take on
the Cavalry, and the Iron Men
head south to Dummerston to
face the Granite. Both games
are at 10 a.m. For more infor-
mation, including box scores,
stats, and standings, visit crvbl.
com.

Senior bowling
roundup

* The spring/summer sea-
son of the Brattleboro Senior
Bowling League at Brattleboro
Bowl began on May 2 with
Turkeys (5-0) and Five Pins (5-
0) starting Week 1 with a per-
fect score, followed by No Splits
and The Bowlers (both 4-1),
High Rollers (3-2), Wrecking
Crew (2-4), Stayin’ Alive and
Skippers (both 1-4), and Slo
Movers (0-5).

Sally Perry had the wom-
en’s high handicap game (237),
while Diane Cooke had the
high handicap series (624). Pete
Cross had the men’s high hand-
icap game (265), while Milt
Sherman had the high handicap
series (716). High Rollers had
the high team handicap game
(899) and Turkeys had the high
handicap series (2,547).

Chuck Adams led the men’s
scratch scoring with a 626 se-
ries with games of 224, 213,
and 189. Sherman had a 620
series with games of 230 and
212, while John Walker had a
584 series with games of 221
and 184, and Robert Rigby
had a 554 series with 225. Gary
Montgomery had a 524 series
with a 191 game, Pete Cross had
a 523 series with a 291 game.,
Marty Adams had a 518 series
with a 189 game, and Warren
Corriveau Sr. had a 500 series
with a 204 game.

Nancy Dalzell had the wom-
en’s high scratch series (453)
and game (168). Sally Perry had
a 164 game.

OMMOHA special section for

SUMMER CAMPS

Let us help you fill registrations!
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This section runs twice a month
from March through Fune.

CONTACT AN AD REP!

lori@commonsnews.org
nancy@commonsnews.org

1-888-511-5150
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